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About J. Wesley Key, Sr.

Charter member and founding president of the Charles County Branch of the NAACP, J. Wesley Key,
Sr., was born in Charles County in 1875. He devoted more than 60 years of his life advocating for the
rights of African Americans and serving as an active member of numerous fraternal, civic, religious and
political organizations. In 1900 at the age of 25, he opened Key’s Store, selling groceries, farms
supplies and various household items to the African American community. The store was a social
center for the western side of the county, where residents gathered to talk about weather, politics, the
price of crops, and more. In 1914, the store also became a post office, and J. Wesley Key was
appointed U.S. Postmaster for Bryans Road for two years.

Among his many accomplishments, J. Wesley Key became a local pastor and served as Sunday school
superintendent at Metropolitan United Methodist Church in Pomonkey for more than 50 years. He also
served as a Deacon and was honored as an Ordained Elder by the Washington United Methodist
Church Conference. Although he had no desire to run for political office, he campaigned for many
candidates who supported anti-lynching laws. In the primary election of 1916, he was nominated to
serve as a delegate at the Maryland State Convention. He was a charter member of the first Prince Hall
Masonic Lodge in Southern Maryland, Bee Hive Lodge #66 F&AM-PHA, and received the honor of 33rd
Degree Mason.

In 1920, one of his most noteworthy and fulfilling endeavors happened while serving as president of the
Joshua Lodge No. 65 Independent Order of Good Samaritans and Ladies of Samaria. The organization
donated the land to the Charles County Board of Education to build the county's first public high school
for Black children — Pomonkey High School. Once the structures were completed in 1922, he regularly

drove throughout the county to pick up students to attend and board at the school.

J. Wesley Key, Sr. was inducted into the NAACP Hall of Fame posthumously in 1998.

Eligibility Guidelines and Requirements
Award amount: $1,000

Who may apply: Graduating seniors who currently attend St. Charles, Lackey, Thomas Stone or
Westlake high schools and plan to attend a two- or four-year university or college OR a career/
vocational/technical program as a full-time student. Student members of the CCNAACP are also
eligible to apply. Applicants must be of African-American descent and have a minimum 2.5 GPAon a
4.0 scale.

When to apply: Email applications to keyscholarccnaacp@gmail.com no later than April 8, 2026.

How to apply: Please complete the attached scholarship application. Include your official transcript
and letters of recommendation from: 1) a faculty member at your high school and 2) a member of your
community (letters from family members will not be accepted). Finalists will be contacted for interviews.

Incomplete application packets will be eliminated from consideration.
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NAACP Charles County Branch
J. Wesley Key, Sr.

Scholarship Application

Applicant Information

Full Name:
Last First Middle
Address:
Street Address Apartment/Unit #
City State ZIP Code
Phone: Email
Date of Birth:

Current

High School:

Cumulative GPA:

List all colleges/universities or technical/trade schools to which you have been accepted:

List all extracurricular activities (school and community), including academic related internships and work study jobs,
that you have participated in during high school.

How do the life accomplishments or ideals of J. Wesley Key, Sr. impact or inspire you? (Please write a brief statement.)

Intended major course of study/trade:

... Signatures |
Applicant

Signature: Date:
Parent/

Guardian

Signature: Date:




