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Dear Kingsway Community, 

Happy New Year! I am excited to welcome our 
students back following the winter recess as they 
reengage in academic, athletic, and extracurricular 
activities with renewed energy and focus. I wish you 
and your family a healthy, happy, and prosperous 
New Year. 

As we begin 2026, I would also like to share an important governance update. On Thursday, January 8, 
the Board of Education held its Annual Reorganization Meeting, during which reelected Board members 
were sworn in and officially began their new terms of service. 

Thank you for your continued support and partnership as we move forward together in the new year. 

Very truly yours, 

 
James J. Lavender, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 

Kingsway Launches New School of Education Program for 2026-27 School Year 
Kingsway Regional High School is proud to announce the launch of its new School of Education, an 
innovative, multi-year pathway designed for students interested in exploring the wide range of 
professions that support teaching, learning, and the overall success of schools and communities. This 
program will officially open to students beginning in the 2026–2027 school year. 

Kingsway Welcomes Sharon Ormsbee as School Business Administrator 
Kingsway has named Sharon Ormsbee, CPA, as its next School Business Administrator/Board Secretary, 
effective January 2, 2026. Sharon brings more than 15 years of experience in school finance and 
operations and joins Kingsway from the Lacey Township School District. 

Board of Education Members and Leadership 
The Kingsway Regional Board of Education consists of nine members elected by the residents of East 
Greenwich, Woolwich, South Harrison, and Swedesboro. Additionally, the Logan Township Board of 
Education appoints a tenth member to Kingsway’s Board annually. 

We extend our congratulations to Lauren Boerlin (East Greenwich Twp.), Christie Comerford (East 
Greenwich Twp.), Jaclyn Dopke (Woolwich Twp.), Nicholas Rosato (South Harrison Twp.), and Kristen 
Lombardo (Logan Twp.) on their re-election to the Board of Education.  

Furthermore, we congratulate Jennifer Cavallaro-Fromm (Swedesboro) on her re-appointment as 
President of the Board of Education and Lauren Boerlin (East Greenwich Twp.) on her appointment as 
Vice President. These leadership appointments are made annually. 

https://kingswayk12njus.finalsite.com/fs/resource-manager/view/65407018-8de8-4624-a853-036b994707cb
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1767989717/kingswayk12njus/rdcfvewgo7a6yy7gpe8g/SchoolofEducationPressRelease192026.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1767989717/kingswayk12njus/rdcfvewgo7a6yy7gpe8g/SchoolofEducationPressRelease192026.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1767643736/kingswayk12njus/xzjjmbzyk0ljavb7b8fj/KingswayWelcomesSharonOrmsbeeasSchoolBusinessAdminstrator122026.pdf
https://www.krsd.org/our-district/board-of-education
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Purpose of the Board of Education and Meeting Dates 
The Board has a dual role: To represent the concerns of the citizens, taxpayers, and parents to the school 
administrators and to represent the needs of the students and school district to the citizens, taxpayers, 
and parents of the community. The Board’s required functions are policy oversight, educational planning, 
and provision of financial resources. We encourage our parents and residents to attend Board of 
Education meetings to raise questions, comment, and offer suggestions during the public portion of the 
agenda. All meetings are held at 6:30 pm in the high school East Cafeteria. Click HERE to learn more 
about the Board of Education and meeting dates. 

The 2026-27 School Calendar Has Been Approved! 
We are pleased to announce that the 2026-2027 School Calendar was officially approved this past 
November and being shared here for your planning needs. It is now available for viewing on our website 
under the 'Calendars' section. 

Emergency Closings – Weather Alerts 
In the event that schools are closed on a school day due to inclement 
weather, a decision will be made in each instance as to who is expected to 
report to work. For additional information regarding school closings, please 
click the Emergency Closings tab under school calendars. The information 
on this page should answer most questions about a school closing, but at 
any time you have a question, please contact the Superintendent’s office at 
(856) 467-4600, ext. 4205, or lavenderj@krsd.us.  

Policy Updates 
The Board of Education has amended and/or adopted several policies. To 
read more about these updates, please go to the Board Briefs for School 
Year 2025-26 page. All POLICIES & REGULATIONS can be viewed on our 
website HERE.  School employees are obligated to read each 
policy/regulation carefully and ensure they are up-to-date with any 
changes.  

Look Ahead/Important Dates 
Please update your calendars to include the following key dates. For more, click on the District’s 2025-26 
School Calendar or the Athletics & Activities Calendar. 

• January 13 – School of Health Professions Virtual Info. Session. Reg. Link 

• January 20 – School Closed to Students/Staff; MLK Jr. Day 

• January 22 – Board of Education Meeting 

• January 30 – Semester 1 Ends 

• February 2 – Semester 2 Begins 

• February 3 – School of Education Virtual Info. Session. Reg. Link 

• February 5 – NCAA Virtual Info. Session. Reg. Link 

• February 16 – School Closed to Students/Staff; President’s Day 

You May Have Missed…. 

• Meet the Cadets of Kingsway’s Rising NJROTC Program by Matt Rappa, SW Neighbors “These 
students aren’t just earning academic credits – they’re building character, sharpening leadership 

https://www.krsd.org/our-district/board-of-education
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1764171321/kingswayk12njus/kingswayk12njus/kingswayk12njus/vdycwsxa3xc5fzmdgenr/2026-2027SchoolCalendarBOEApproved11202025.pdf
https://www.krsd.org/our-district/student-calendar/emergency-closings
mailto:lavenderj@krsd.us
https://www.krsd.org/our-district/board-of-education/board-briefs-school-year-2024-2025
https://www.krsd.org/our-district/board-of-education/board-briefs-school-year-2024-2025
https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/public/pubelanonline.aspx?id=f0cc945ef3894b8d9ad5f87d948ca425
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1736345488/kingswayk12njus/ufbusfxe8hnto3xj0v3n/2025-2026SchoolCalendarBOEApproved12192024.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1736345488/kingswayk12njus/ufbusfxe8hnto3xj0v3n/2025-2026SchoolCalendarBOEApproved12192024.pdf
https://www.tricountyconferencenj.org/public/genie/347/school/12/
https://krsd-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6bPhVjtfR1WibxFJI-BlXw#/registration
https://krsd-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6bPhVjtfR1WibxFJI-BlXw#/registration
https://krsd-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6bPhVjtfR1WibxFJI-BlXw#/registration
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1751382719/kingswayk12njus/ekokluegjjpamaxyngpm/NJROTCSwedesboroWoolwichNeighbors_July25.pdf
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skills, and discovering the power of camaraderie.” 

• Connor's Crew: Kingsway Students Turn Personal Tragedy into Hopeful Mission 
Born out of personal tragedy, Paige Oatman and Audrey Klieger have transformed grief into 
action, hope, and healing for others. Their story is a reminder of the extraordinary impact young 
people can make when they lead with empathy and heart. 

• Committed to Excellence: Perez & Mopal Stand Out 
The Kingsway Regional School District proudly congratulates Senior Jayden Perez on his 
remarkable achievement—graduating from the Gloucester County Fire Academy. This milestone 
reflects Jayden’s dedication, perseverance, and passion for public service. We also extend our 
heartfelt congratulations to Mahi Mopal, an 11th-grade student at Kingsway Regional High 
School, for being featured in the American Journal of Lifestyle Medicine!  

• “Commended Students” in the 2025 Merit Scholarship Program 
Daniel Houck, Evan Frederick, Natalie Ficarra, and Kai Tolley have been named Commended 
Students in the 2025 National Merit Scholarship Program.  

• Three Seniors Achieve the Prestigious Eagle Scout Rank! 
Celebrating the remarkable achievement of three best friends—Seniors Devin Soffy, Robert 
“Bobby” Rittershausen, and Anthony Barone. 

• Kingsway Celebrates Excellence at This Year’s NHS Induction Ceremony!  
A record 168 new inductees alongside 159 returning members, celebrating their achievements 
and bright futures. These students exemplify the values of leadership, learning, and character, 
standing as tomorrow’s leaders and compassionate citizens.  

• Kingsway’s Commitment to AP Courses Drives 37% Growth in Enrollment 
Kingsway Regional School District is proud to announce a significant increase in student 
participation in Advanced Placement (AP) courses and exams. For the 2024-25 school year, AP 
course enrollment has climbed to 2,183 seats, representing a 37% increase from the 1,375 seats 
filled during the 2022-23 school year. Additionally, AP exam registrations have risen by 46%, from 
627 in 2022-23 to 913 this year. 

• Kingsway Recognized as Gloucester County’s Best High School by NJ.com 
Kingsway Regional High School has been recognized as the top high school in Gloucester County, 
according to a recent NJ.com article published on September 5, 2024.  

• Quilts of Valor Honorees Celebrated at 4th Annual Veterans Day Program 
Representatives from the South Jersey Quilts of Valor Foundation participated in Kingsway’s 4th 
Annual Veterans Day Breakfast on Friday, December 15, 2024, to bestow upon Kingsway 
employees who have served in the United States Armed Services a handmade quilt. Honored this 
year were Bus Driver Henry Olinsky (U.S. Army) and School Resource Officer Billy Franklin (U.S. 
Marine Corps). Kingsway’s Navy JROTC Cadets, Middle School Choir, Band, Student Council 
Members, and the Woolwich VFW Post 10886 also participated this year. 

• Celebrate Students' Academic Honors from College Board's National Recognition Program 
We are excited to highlight our students' exceptional achievements and the significance of these 
honors in showcasing their academic prowess. We are immensely proud of their 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1747398439/kingswayk12njus/fb8x7mhswhd1smjqwwsn/ConnorsCrewStudentsturnPersonalTragedyintoHopefulMission.pdf
https://www.krsd.org/post-details/~board/district-headline-news/post/congratulations-jayden-perezs-graduation-from-gc-fire-academy
https://www.krsd.org/post-details/~board/district-headline-news/post/junior-mahi-mopal-is-featured-in-the-american-journal-of-lifestyle-medicine
https://www.krsd.org/post-details/~board/district-headline-news/post/commended-students-in-the-2025-national-merit-scholarship-program
https://www.krsd.org/post-details/~board/district-headline-news/post/commended-students-in-the-2025-national-merit-scholarship-program
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1733861676/kingswayk12njus/a99nvac3r7fcm1ixwcnx/CongratulationstoaTrioofEagleScouts12102024.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hwZK85bPgg
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731943380/kingswayk12njus/iwuvmo4xmdlxg3rkurlv/KingswaysCommitmenttoAPCoursesDrives37GrowthinEnrollment11152024.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lt6t5NcfZkc&t=18s
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1728923551/kingswayk12njus/jizwitfjbxchgdgpbxf9/KingswayrankedNo1HighSchoolinGloucesterCounty10102024.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1731726960/kingswayk12njus/qjovwqkjm4b1rsxmtrly/ArmedServiceVeteransHonoredwithQuiltsofValor111524PressRelease.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1715100345/kingswayk12njus/h1w85bh8gpudoafru5up/PR_Kingsway_Celebrates_Students_Awarded_with_Academic_Honors_from_3182024.pdf
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accomplishments and the recognition they have received. 

• Kingsway Introduces Artificial Intelligence (AI) Playbook 
This comprehensive playbook offers invaluable guidance and a wealth of resources to enhance 
our collective AI Literacy, empowering us to support student learning better and streamline 
educator workflows. 

• Kingsway Offers More than 20 Advanced Placement (AP) Courses 

• Kingsway's Armed Service Veterans Honored with Quilts of Valor 

• Kingsway's Navy JROTC Promotional Video 

• Kingsway Ranked Among Best High Schools in South Jersey 

Kingsway is the highest-ranked high school in Gloucester, Salem, Cumberland, and Cape May 
Counties (U.S. News & World Report).  

• Kingsway is Named to the College Board’s AP District Honor Roll  
With more than twenty Advanced Placement (AP) offerings.  

• Kingsway Partners with Care Solace, Removing Barriers to Mental Health Access 
Kingsway recently announced a partnership with Care Solace to support our ongoing 
commitment to removing barriers to access to mental health services. 

Thank you for your attention to this announcement. Should you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at your convenience. 

Very truly yours, 

 

Dr. James J. Lavender 
Superintendent of Schools 

JJL/svv  

https://www.krsd.org/student-experience/ai
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lt6t5NcfZkc&t=18s
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1715100357/kingswayk12njus/c6fzdhc4uxgsfsreyeur/Armed_Service_Veterans_Honored_with_Quilts_of_Valor_11172023.pdf
https://www.krsd.org/fs/resource-manager/view/684ad525-7cc2-4a22-9095-124ef0876503
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1707823510/kingswayk12njus/juhkxtjvvbstqnirwhsj/kingswayrankedamongbesthighschoolsinsouthjerseypr9282023.pdf
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/exam-administration-ordering-scores/scores/awards/school-districts-awards
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1707823507/kingswayk12njus/tgmthbzevvjknisslrfy/kingswaycommittedtoremovingbarrierstoaccessmentalhealthcarepartnerswithcaresolace.pdf
https://www.krsd.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=6610&dataid=13354&FileName=Kingsway%20committed%20to%20removing%20barriers%20to%20access%20mental%20health%20care.%20partners%20with%20Care%20Solace.pdf

