Halifax County School District

“Charting a New Course”
Telephone: (252)-583-5311 Fax: (252)-583-1474

Dear Parents and Students,

As we prepare for our Winter Break, | wanted to take a moment to provide a friendly reminder about
Halifax County Schools' cell phone policy, which will go into effect when we return to classes on
January 5th.

As you may know, our school board has made the decision to eliminate the use of cell phones and
other wireless communication devices during the school day. This policy covers not just cell phones, but
also headphones, tablets, computers, paging devices, two-way radios, gaming devices, smart glasses,
and any other similar technology.

| want to emphasize that our schools have already been proactive in implementing processes to
manage cell phones. The Elementary and Middle schools have been successfully collecting devices at
the start of the day and returning them at the end of the day. The High Schools are collecting them at
the start of each class and returning them at the end of the class period. This has helped minimize
disruptions and keep students focused.

When we return in January, here's what you can expect:

e Elementary and middle school students will turn in their devices to their teacher at the start of
the day and receive them back at the end of the day.

e High school students will turn in their devices to each of their teachers at the start of each class
period and receive them back at the end.

Cell phone use will also be prohibited on school buses and during after-school activities if they prove to
be a distraction.

We appreciate your continued partnership in ensuring a smooth transition and upholding this new
policy. In the event of an emergency, families will continue to receive timely communication through the
school and district's established communication systems.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to your child's principal.
Thank you for your support. | look forward to a successful second half of the school year.

Wishing you and your family a pleasant and safe Holiday Season,
ST

Dr. Eric L. Cunningham
Superintendent
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