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Enrollment   Approximately 5,700

Employees   Approximately 900

Municipalities Served   City of West Bend, Villages of
Jackson and Newburg, and all or part of the townships of
Barton, Polk, Trenton, Jackson, West Bend, and Addison

Schools    East High, West High, Badger Middle, Silverbrook
Intermediate, Decorah Elementary, Fair Park Elementary,
Green Tree Elementary, Jackson Elementary, McLane
Elementary, Washington County Head Start, Early Learning
Program
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Charity Week: The 19th Annual Charity Week at East and
West High Schools raised $51,500 for charity in one
week. This is the highest dollar amount ever collected in
a single year since the inception of Charity Week in 2004.
Donations from students, staff, high school clubs, and
very generous business partners went to Chix 4 a Cause,
NAMI Washington County, Blue Lotus Center, Gary Sinise
Foundation, and Boys and Girls Club of Washington
County.

The West Bend Schools are an important part of the communities they serve. Students learn from an early
age that there are a variety of ways that they can give back to the community and the 2022-2023 school
year was no different. During the 2022-2023 school year, both extra-curricular clubs and schools or
individual classrooms dedicated time and money to community service

West Bend Schools...
Community-Based Caring

Summer Food Drive: The 4th Grade Ambassadors at McLane Elementary were concerned that some kids
may not have enough food in the summer. They rallied their classmates for a school-wide food drive for
the Full Shelf Pantry and filled several large bins with food. 
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The Silverbrook Wildlife Club held a drive for items to assist Wanakia Wildlife Rehabilitation. The students
encouraged their classmates and staff to donate needed items and the Silverbrook classes that donated
the most won an incentive prize. The club chose Wanakia because it helped an injured owl that two
Silverbrook teachers rescued. 

Phoebe, Liv, Avery, and Nadia worked with Mrs. Drover to coordinate a t-shirt drive that ultimately
collected 871 t-shirts from Silverbrook staff and students. These t-shirts will be sewn into bags by cutting
off the sleeves to make handles and sewing the bottom hems of the shirts together. They are then used
around the West Bend community in places like the food pantry where recipients are bringing them back
each time they visit, rather than using a plastic option.  

West Bend Schools...Community-Based Caring
Silverbrook Clubs
The Silverbrook Kkids Club, a service club that is sponsored by the Kiwanis Early Risers, helped the Early
Risers and the local veterans group place flags at the graveside of fallen soldiers for Memorial Day, which
helped to remind them that Memorial Day is more than just a day off school.
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SEED cleans up: A donation from the graduating
classes of 2022 for the courtyard inside the high
schools building allowed for new picnic tables,
benches, planters, plants, and flowers. To keep the
courtyard in shape so it can be frequently used by
students and staff, members of the high school SEED
environmental club donate their time to maintain it. 

Sharing time with young learners: A group of Badger
students visited the three- and four-year-old students
at the Head Start program at WBSD’s Rolfs Education
Center to read to them, play games, and help them with
class activities. 

Valentines in a new format: Students at McLane
made Valentine’s Day placemats for the residents of
Ivy Manor in West Bend. The residents used them for
their Valentine’s Day meal. 

West Bend Schools...Community-Based Caring

Page 5



Civics Champs
A team of four East and West students won the third annual
Wisconsin Civics Games. Owen Damkot, Abby Lockrem,
Danny Zolp, and Myah Latour each received a $2,000
scholarship to a Wisconsin college or university of their
choice. Social studies teacher Mark Drake is the advisor of
the team. 

Achievements

Play Time Gets Leap Forward
Four schools received new playground
equipment in 2022-2023 thanks to
capital funding from the district and
fundraising by PTOs. Students at Rolfs
Education Center, Fair Park, McLane, and
Green Tree Elementary Schools took full
advantage of the fun equipment. 

The achievements of the students and staff of the West Bend School District in 2022-2023 are varied and
wide ranging. Of course, all of them could not be listed in this report so this is a sample of some of the
amazing things that took place. Review the West Bend School District Update newsletter for many more
achievements and highlights from the school year and "like" our social media accounts for frequent news. 
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Two Perfect Scores
Of the more than 1 million high school juniors who took
the ACT in the 2021-2022 school year, just a tiny fraction
earned a perfect score of 36; the West Bend School
District had two. Congratulations to Abby Nelson of East
and Zach Koenigs of West of the class of 2023 for scoring
a perfect 36 on the ACT.

High Scores Too
Eight other class of 2023 students from East and West
scored a 35 or 34 on the ACT exam. They include, 
 Sa’Maia Evans (West), Stephanie Hayd (East), Charlie
Eckert (West), Thaddeus Jamieson (East), Isaac Buss
(East), Matthew Chapel (East), Ryder Katz (West), and
Michael Collins (East).

Achievements
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Two in Two Years
When 2023 West grad Sa’Maia Evans joins the freshman class at Harvard
University this fall, she will be the second West student in two years to
attend the prestigious university. Sa’Maia joins Lexi Williams from the
class of 2022. 

State-Recognized Council
At the Wisconsin Association of School Councils state convention, the East
and West High School Student Council won the Community Service award
for its blood drive and Charity Week events. Several East and West
students won awards for legacy speech and best project presentation. 



Achievements

Most Exceptional Musicians 
Getting high scores was not enough
for East and West students at the
WSMA State Solo Ensemble
Festival. A trombone quartet and
string choir were selected by judges
as the most exceptional
performances of the state event
and received Exemplary
Performance Awards. 

What a Speller
Miles Riemer, a student at
Silverbrook, represented the
WBSD at the regional spelling bee
quite well. He finished second at
that competition, qualifying for
the state competition in Madison. 
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Math Master
Seth Ramani from Decorah Elementary scored in the top 10 percent of all
fourth-grade students in the nation on the Noetic Math competition. 

Banners Feature WBSD Artists
The artistic banners hanging on 6th Avenue in West Bend feature
several students of the WBSD. The Downtown West Bend
Association chose Grace Melstrand, a junior at West, as the winner
of the student category of the ArtWalk Banner project. East student
Kayla Singkofer and West students Mackenzie Endlich and Eleanor
Hunt also placed. 
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Achievements

Two Teachers Retire on a High Note
Karen Wysocky, the music teacher at Green Tree Elementary, won
a certificate of excellence in general music instruction from CIVIC
MUSIC MKE, an organization that supports music education and
provides performance opportunities for young musicians in the five county greater Milwaukee area. 

East social studies teacher Scott Mindel was awarded the 2023 American Legion, Department of Wisconsin,
District #2 Teacher of the Year Award, making him eligible for the state level American Legion Teacher of
the Year Award. Mindel continued his tireless efforts to maintain a list of all students and staff of the
district who have served in the military. Both Ms. Wysocky and Mr. Mindel retired at the end of the 2022-
2023 school year. 
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Former Student Honor
West Bend High Schools Business Education teacher Allison Holtzer
traveled to Cornell College in Ithaca, New York as the guest of 2019
West High School and 2023 Cornell University graduate Libby
Willkomm. Willkomm was named a Merrill Scholar at Cornell based
on her outstanding scholastic achievement and strong leadership
and was able to invite a teacher who influenced her the most to the
school. 

Staff Member Wins Art Award
In the adult category of the 2023 Downtown West Bend
Association ArtWalk Banners contest, West Bend High Schools
alum and current employee Miranda Kempf was the winner. This
is the second year in a row Miranda was chosen the winner. 



Record Breakers
As seniors, both Severin Hilt and
Cadence Xiong left their mark on the
East boys and girls basketball
programs in the same way. Severin
and Cadence broke the all-time
scoring records in their East programs
in 2023. 

Achievements
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The United States Marine Corps and
the American Volleyball Coaches
Association announced that the East
and West Volleyball Teams earned
the USMC/AVCA Team Academic
Award for 2022-2023.

The award, initiated in the 1992–93
academic year, honors volleyball
teams that maintain a year-long
grade-point average of at least 3.3
on a 4.0 scale. 

The East Volleyball Team's GPA was
3.68 and the West Volleyball Team 
 achieved a 3.61 GPA.



Gymnastics Team Qualifies for State
After coming close a few times, the West
gymnastics team qualified for the WIAA
State Championships and placed 5th. 

Achievements

A Season to
Remember
The East football team
was the second West
Bend team to ever
make it to Round 3 of
the WIAA Playoffs and
the first East team in
52 years to reach nine
wins in a season. 
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National Poms Rep
Payson Werth, a student at Silverbrook, was selected to the US National
Youth Pom team. She represented the US with 17 other young ladies
who were ages 11-14. The team competed against teams from all over
the world at the ICU World Championships in April. 

On the Podium at State
Both the boys and girls high school 
 co-op snowboarding teams placed 
 3rd at the state championships. 



More State Titles
Not only are they brothers, they are identical twins. These
twins, Cole and Connor Mirasola, continue to dominate in
wrestling for West High School. Both juniors defended their
WIAA State championships earned in 2022. In addition,
Ben Bast was 2nd at 120 lbs and Ethan Bast was 3rd at
106 lbs for West while Kasey Gish was 4th at 182 lbs for
East. 

Not surprisingly, Cole, Connor, Ben, and Kasey also
achieved their 100th wins for their high school wrestling
careers during the season. 

Student is an
Ambassador

East student Anja
Lanser will help

encourage girls to
participate in

mountain biking
as a Girls Riding

Together
ambassador, a

national
interscholastic

cycling
association

program. Anja is
a member of the

Washington
County Trail

Sharks mountain
biking team. 

Achievements
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Vantage Point News Articles
Throughout the school year, several Vantage Point News articles provide an in-depth look at a variety of
interesting activities and people in the West Bend Schools. Our articles covered volunteers at Fair Park
Elementary, the student council blood drive, the fishing club at Badger Middle School, and much more. 

“There’s no such thing as a
bad day when you’re fishing.”
All about the popular
Badger Fishing Club. Click
here to read:
https://bit.ly/3WfBexN

This December newsletter
included four articles on
volunteers at Fair Park, the
Holiday Hope events for high
school students, the high school
blood drive organized by
students, and a 4-H student-
leaders. Click here to read:
https://bit.ly/3Vg88fm

Learn about the four West Bend
Police Department officers who
serve as the School Liaison
Officers for the WBSD and their
goal of being positive role
models. Click here to read:
https://bit.ly/3Jz4vgJ

The Jackson Police Department
provides valuable services to
Jackson Elementary, and has
created a strong bond with the
school. Click here to read:
https://bit.ly/3o6yANw

For a Badger Middle School
teacher, creating a video for the
eighth graders upon their
promotion to high school is a
way to give back. Click here to
read: https://bit.ly/3L74scP
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College and Career Preparation
At the annual West Bend High Schools Scholarship event on May 1, nearly 150 West Bend East and West
High Schools seniors received help to follow their dreams in the form of local scholarships. In total,
$900,200 in local scholarships for post-secondary education at four-year and two-year colleges,
universities, and technical schools was awarded to 148 students. The local COLUMNS organization
awarded numerous scholarships of its own and it also administers a large number of awards sponsored
by individuals, families, and organizations in the community. Other community and school club or
program scholarships were also awarded.

East and West High Schools offer additional opportunities to earn post-secondary credits while still in
high school, as well as apprenticeships that will provide a paycheck and career skills and information.
Click on the links below to get the details on some of the many opportunities available to students. 

EARN COLLEGE CREDITS IN HIGH SCHOOL.
Learn how to earn college credit while in high school
for a nominal fee or free. 
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GET A HEAD START ON AN EDUCATION DEGREE
Earn some of the college credits you will need
while in high school.

https://www.west-bend.k12.wi.us/files/user/173/file/Earn%20College%20Credits%201%20final.pdf
https://www.west-bend.k12.wi.us/files/user/173/file/Education%20classes%205%20final.pdf


College and Career Preparation
A youth apprenticeship that integrates school-based and work-based learning is a helpful way for West
Bend East and West High Schools students to not only earn credit, but also learn about employability
and occupational skills. Recent East graduate Stephanie Hayd worked at Kohler Credit Union in West
Bend about 15 hours each week through the youth apprenticeship program after learning more about
the program through the East and West College and Career Center. She is thankful for all she has
learned, “I have gained and refined so many skills while working at Kohler Credit Union. My attention to
detail has been greatly enhanced along with my skills when it comes to counting money. Additionally, I
have developed social skills that will surely serve me well throughout any of my future endeavors.” 

Get more details on both the Youth Apprenticeship and the Cooperative Education Program in the
brochure below. 
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EARN A WAGE AND EXPERIENCE  Make money
while working and learning about a career.

PREPARE FOR A CAREER IN HEALTH CARE 
Students interested in a career in health care can
get valuable pre-college training in Project Lead
the Way Biomedical classes. This puts them at an
advantage when entering technical school or
college...read more about the Project Lead the
Way program. 

https://www.west-bend.k12.wi.us/files/user/173/file/Earn%20a%20wage%20and%20experience%206%20final.pdf
https://www.west-bend.k12.wi.us/files/user/173/file/Earn%20a%20wage%20and%20experience%206%20final.pdf
https://www.west-bend.k12.wi.us/files/user/173/file/Health%20care%20career%207%20final.pdf
https://www.west-bend.k12.wi.us/files/user/173/file/Health%20care%20career%207%20final.pdf
https://www.west-bend.k12.wi.us/files/user/173/file/Project%20lead%20the%20way%20article%20final(1).pdf


Learn more in this business partnership brochure.
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As you may know, the West Bend School District serves
approximately 5,800 students in 4K through grade 12.
We are now undertaking a comprehensive assessment
of our facilities and campuses, which consists of more
than 1,208,800 square feet across 14 sites, totaling 201
acres. This facilities assessment is an important part of
our district’s continuous improvement planning process.
In June 2023, the district selected Eppstein Uhen
Architects (EUA) after a competitive proposal interview
process to complete the facilities assessment and work
closely with the district and its stakeholders to develop
a long-range facilities plan.

Throughout the remainder of the 2023 summer and
into the fall, EUA’s architects and engineers will be
objectively assessing the conditions inside and outside
our facilities. They will be reviewing the plumbing,
electrical, mechanical, and other critical systems that
help run our buildings. EUA will assess the capacity and
utilization of our schools and their current sites. Their
professional team will also meet with staff and
students to help evaluate how effectively our
educational environments support our current and
future educational, co-curricular, and athletic
programs. 

Once complete, the facilities assessment will serve as a
detailed planning report that provides a valuable
foundation of information on all 14 of our buildings
and sites. This data will then support the district’s
prioritization of facility needs and improvements
necessary to provide high quality learning environments
while developing fiscally responsible, cost-effective,
long-range facilities solutions. 

District leaders look forward to sharing the results of
our facilities assessment later this fall and gathering
staff and community input as we begin to consider
long-range solutions to address identified needs. We
are committed to ongoing communication and
transparency so stay tuned for more information
coming in the fall of 2023 on our facilities planning
process.

Facilities Update
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Contacts
2023-2024

CHRIS ZWYGART, president
czywgart@wbsd-schools.org

KELLY LANG, vice president
klang@wbsd-schools.org

KURT REBHOLZ, treasurer
krebholz@wbsd-schools.org

MELANIE EHRGOTT, secretary
mehrgott@wbsd-schools.org

JOHN DONALDSON
jdonaldson@wbsd-schools.org

JUNE KRUGER
jkruger@wbsd-schools.org

CHAD TAMEZ
ctamez@wbsd-schools.org

JENNIFER WIMMER
Superintendent
jwimmer@wbsd-schools.org   262-335-5435

SCHOOL BOARD

DEPARTMENTS

ANDREW SARNOW
Assistant Superintendent of Business &
Operations
asarnow@wbsd-schools.org   262-335-5403

LENNY HANSON
Director of Human Resources
lhanson@wbsd-schools.org   262-335-5410

EMILY MELSTRAND
Director of Student Services
emelstrand@wbsd-schools.org   262-335-5409

QUYHN TRUEBLOOD
Director of Curriculum and Instruction
qtrueblood@wbsd-schools.org   262-335-5424

AMY BRAEGER
District Nurse
abraeger@wbsd-schools.org   262-306-4488

TOM DEMBSKI
Director of School Nutrition
tdembski@wbsd-schools.org   262-335-5528

Education Service Center
735 South Main Street
West Bend, WI 53095

TIM HARDER
Director of Technology, Facilities, Libraries, &
CTE
tharder@wbsd-schools.org   262-335-5630

RALPH SCHLASS
Director of Community Relationships and
Engagement
rschlass@wbsd-schools.org   262-335-5436



Decorah Elementary
1225 Sylvan Way
West Bend, WI 53095
262-335-5480
west-bend.k12.wi.us/des
Adrienne Schneider, Principal

Fair Park Elementary 
 519 Indiana Avenue
West Bend, WI 53090
262-335-5515
west-bend.k12.wi.us/fpes
Tristan Hayes, Principal

Green Tree Elementary
1330 Green Tree Road
West Bend, WI 53090
262-335-5520
west-bend.k12.wi.us/gtes
Nathan Pollatz, Principal

Jackson Elementary 
W204N16850 Jackson Dr.
Jackson, WI 53037
262-335-5475
west-bend.k12.wi.us/jes
Darci VanAdestine, Principal

McLane Elementary 
833 Chestnut Street
West Bend, WI 53095
262-335-5490
west-bend.k12.wi.us/mes
Andy Kasik, Principal

Education Service Center
735 S. Main Street
West Bend, WI 53095
262-306-4800
west-bend.k12.wi.us
Jen Wimmer, Superintendent

There is one Head Start building and six community-based 4K locations. There are five K-5 elementary schools,
one 5-6 intermediate school, one 7-8 middle school, and two 9-12 high schools which are located in the same
building. The West Bend School District includes the City of West Bend, Village of Jackson, Village of Newburg,
and whole or parts of the Townships of Barton, Polk, Trenton, Jackson, West Bend, and Addison, which is a total
of 201 square miles. 

West Bend Joint School District #1



Badger Middle School
727 S. 6th Ave. 
West Bend, WI 53095
262-335-5455
west-bend.k12.wi.us/bms
Patrick O'Connor, Principal

Silverbrook Intermediate 
120 N. Silverbrook Drive
West Bend, WI 53095
262-335-5500
west-bend.k12.wi.us/sis
Lance Roell, Principal

East High School
1305 E. Decorah Road
West Bend, WI 53095
262-335-5530
west-bend.k12.wi.us/ehs
Jennifer Potter, Executive Principal

West High School
1305 E. Decorah Road
West Bend, WI 53095
262-335-5530
west-bend.k12.wi.us/whs
Jennifer Potter, Executive Principal

Rolfs Education Center
737 South 3rd Street
West Bend, WI 53095
262-335-5471
west-bend.k12.wi.us/elp
Jaime Malsom, Head Start
Administrator
Matt Durant, 4K and Early Childhood
Administrator




