
Canyon Creek Elementary  
2025-26 Student & Family Handbook  

Mission 
At Canyon Creek Elementary, we are a supportive, inclusive community that values and inspires social-emotional, 
intellectual, and physical growth at school and beyond. We provide the knowledge and skills necessary to 
contribute positively in our diverse, evolving society. 

Office Information 
Address: 21400 35th Ave SE, Bothell, WA 98021-7832 
Phone: 425-408-5700 
Attendance: Report an Absence through ParentVUE  

Website: http://canyoncreek.nsd.org  

School Hours 
Typical School Days: 9:15 a.m. – 3:45 p.m. 
Early Release Wednesdays: 9:15 a.m. – 2:15 p.m. 
25-26 District Calendar linked here 

Schoolwide Expectations 
At Canyon Creek, we follow three pillars of behavior: 
• I am Kind 
• I am Safe 
• I am a Learner 

Arrival & Dismissal Procedures  
Welcoming 800+ kids on to campus every day takes coordination and patience.  Please follow the established 
guidelines and look to the staff for directions.  

• Arrive no earlier than 9:00 a.m. and pick up on time for dismissal. 
• Use the south fire lane for drop-off and pick-up. No parking lot (or street) drop-offs. If you park, park in 
designated spots only, and escort your student across the crosswalk. We strongly encourage you to stay in your car 
and go through the line to drop off.   
• Students must exit/enter cars on the sidewalk (passenger)side only. 
• Drivers remain in cars, observe 5 MPH speed, and pull forward in line. 
• No cell phone use in the car line. 

https://canyoncreek.nsd.org/resources/report-an-absence
http://canyoncreek.nsd.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2mdCFXbd89o


  

Bus Procedures 
Riding the bus is an important part of your child’s school day. To keep everyone safe and make the ride comfortable, 
students are expected to follow district bus rules. Some of the most important expectations include: 
 
• Arrive at the bus stop 5 minutes before scheduled pick-up. 
• Respect private property and stay clear of the road. 
• Enter the bus calmly and take a seat immediately. 
• Show courtesy to the driver and other students. 
• Keep heads, arms, and belongings inside the bus. 
• Wait for the driver’s signal before crossing the street. 
• Maintain a quiet, orderly environment. 
• No balloons, glass, sports equipment, or oversized items. 

Bike Riders 
Bikes may be ridden to school and secured in racks at the north and south entrances. Canyon Creek is not 
responsible for lost or stolen bikes. Families should review the NSD - Riding Bikes to School Information 

Dismissal 
At dismissal, teachers escort students to their designated areas (bus, car, or walk). Students are to leave campus 
immediately at dismissal to support a 'safe at home' protocol. 

Newsletters and District Communications 
Newsletters and regular communications are sent via Parent Square by the district, our campus, and your 
classroom teachers.  Please visit the district website for additional  Parent Square information. 
 

Dress for Learning and Play 
We want every student to feel comfortable, safe, and ready to learn. Clothing should help create a positive and 
respectful school environment, so please avoid items with inappropriate images or messages. We enjoy recess 
outdoors in all kinds of weather, so please make sure your child is dressed for the day. For PE, tennis shoes 
work best and keep kids safe while moving. Adding your child’s name to jackets, sweaters, and lunchboxes is a 
big help. it makes it much easier to return lost items quickly!  
Lost and found: Unclaimed items are hung outside of PE and donated periodically throughout the year. Label 
everything! 

Classroom Parties & Celebrations 
We love celebrating our students and creating special memories together! To help keep all students safe and 
included, we do not allow food treats because of allergies and dietary needs. Please no balloons, flowers, or other 
delivered items sent to school. Teachers will share how birthdays, holidays, and classroom celebrations are 
recognized in their class. To help all students feel included, party invitations may only be handed out at school if 
every student in the class is invited. 
 

 

https://www1.nsd.org/schools/get-started/getting-to-school/biking-to-school
https://www.nsd.org/resources/online-tools/parentsquare


Attendance 
School attendance is a major factor in student success and behavior. Every school day is important, and we 
expect regular on time attendance. 
At the same time, children should not come to school if they are ill. If your child has had a fever, diarrhea, vomiting, 
or a contagious rash, they must be symptom-free for at least 24 hours before returning to school. Students who 
are well enough to attend school do participate in recess.  
If your child is absent and no explanation is provided, the absence is recorded as unexcused. 
Please report late arrivals, or early pickups by emailing ccattendance@nsd.org with your name, child’s name, 
teacher, and reason or by calling 425-408-5710 (email preferred).  
Reporting an Absence: 4 Simple Steps: 

1. Login to ParentVUE 
2. Click the “Report Absence” button next to the name of your absent student 
3. Fill in the fields with the date(s) of the absence and provide an explanation 
4. Click to submit, automatically notifying the school of the absence 

Learn more or view step-by-step images and instructions. You can use this method to report an absence of up to 4 
days. As a reminder, an absence of 5 days or longer requires families to submit a Notice of Pre-Arranged Extended 
Absence Form. The Pre-Arranged Extended Absent form needs to be sent electronically to ccattendance@nsd.org or 
returned to Canyon Creek Main Office for processing. 
 

Early Pickup & Plan Changes 
For safety, all changes to dismissal plans must be communicated before school starts via email to 
ccattendance@nsd.org (please copy the teacher). After school begins, please call:                   425-408-5700. 
Students without a note or call will follow their normal dismissal plan. 

Tardiness 
The school day begins at 9:15 a.m. Students arriving after 9:15 are tardy and must check in at the office with a 
parent/guardian. Please make every effort to arrive on time. 
Unexcused Absences 
• After 3 unexcused absences in a month, a family conference is required (RCW 28A.225.020). 
• In elementary, after 5 excused absences in a month or 10 in a year, a conference may be required. 
• After 7 unexcused absences in a month or 10 in a year, the school must file a petition with Juvenile Court. 

Withdrawals 
If moving from our service area, please notify the office in writing with as much notice as is possible so we can 
prepare for your child’s departure.  
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:ccattendance@nsd.org
https://www.nsd.org/resources/online-tools/parentvue
https://www.nsd.org/schools/get-started/reporting-an-absence
https://kokanee.nsd.org/fs/resource-manager/view/502c8517-3968-4660-b87a-2f60bcc679c5
https://kokanee.nsd.org/fs/resource-manager/view/502c8517-3968-4660-b87a-2f60bcc679c5
mailto:ccattendance@nsd.org
mailto:ccattendance@nsd.org


 

Health & Safety 
School Nurse Contact Information 
Katie Brack, RN 

Canyon Creek Elementary School 
Nurse 
Northshore School District 
21400 35th Ave SE 
Bothell WA, 98021 

 
Health Room Phone: 425-408-5706 
email: kbrack@nsd.org  
fax: 425-408-5702 

 
 

Our School Nurse & Health Room 
● Our nurse is here to keep your child safe and health—helping with first aid, 

medications, and monitoring well-being. 
● The health room is for emergencies or for students who are sick and waiting to go 

home. 
● If your child is called to be picked up, please arrange for pickup within 1 hour. Make 

sure your phone numbers and emergency contacts are always up to date. 
When to Keep Your Child Home 

● Fever: 100°F or higher – stay home until fever-free (without medication) for 24 
hours. 

● Vomiting/Diarrhea: Keep home for 24 hours after the last episode. 
● Rash: Stay home until a healthcare provider confirms it’s not contagious, or the rash 

is gone. 
● Starting Antibiotics: Stay home 24 hours after the first dose unless your provider 

says otherwise. 
Accidents & Injuries 

● Our trained staff will provide first aid for any accidents. 
● We’ll contact you (or your emergency contacts) right away if your child is seriously 

hurt. 
● In urgent situations, 911 will be called. 
● Please note: families are responsible for any medical costs; the district does not 

cover them. 
Health Screenings 

● Vision and hearing screenings are done each fall in grades K–3 and 5, or anytime a 
teacher or parent requests. 

● If results are outside the expected range, you’ll receive a referral letter with next 
steps. 

Immunizations 
● For your child’s safety and to comply with state law, all students must have 

up-to-date, provider-verified immunizations before starting school. 
Life-Threatening Conditions 

● Students with serious conditions (e.g., severe allergies, asthma, diabetes, seizures) 
must have a care plan and medical orders in place before school starts. 

● Please meet with the nurse to make sure forms and medications are ready. 
Medication at School 

● All medication must be coordinated with the nurse. 
● Please do not send any medicine (including vitamins or cough drops) in backpacks 

or lunchboxes. 
 
 

mailto:kbrack@nsd.org


Emergency Procedures 
Staying Informed 
The most common reason for school delays or closures is inclement weather. Families can 
find out about schedule changes in several ways: 

● Phone calls: The district may call families using its telephone notification system. 
Morning calls are made before 6 a.m. 

● Website: Up-to-date information is posted at www.nsd.org. 
● School phone: Canyon Creek – 425-408-5700 (press 9) 
● District 24-hour line: 425-408-6001 
● Radio/TV: Local stations will broadcast delays, closures, or early dismissals. 
● Email alerts: Register at SchoolReport.org to receive district-wide updates. 

Important: When schools close or dismiss early, there are no after-school activities or 
athletic events that day. Emergency make-up days are added to the end of the school year.  
Emergency Closure and Student Release 
In any emergency situation, students are released only to the adults listed as emergency 
contacts. Please make sure this information is current. For your child’s safety, it’s important 
they know what to do if parents/guardians are not immediately available—whether to go 
home, to a neighbor, or to another safe location. Reviewing your family safety plan regularly 
gives everyone peace of mind. 
During an actual emergency parents/guardians should wait for direction from the district 
before coming to campus, as arriving too soon can interfere with first responders. 
Emergency Drills 
We practice five types of procedures: 

● Hold – Students stay in place while an event is resolved; Examples include an animal 
on the playground. 

● Secure – Classes continue but students remain indoors. 
● Lockdown – Students stay in the classroom, away from windows, and wait silently; 

examples include an intruder on campus. 
● Evacuate – Students move to a safe location on campus, often for fire or earthquake 

events. 
● Shelter – Protection from external hazards like gas leaks or fire ash. 

During a real Lockdown, parents/guardians should not come to school until contacted by 
school or district personnel, as this can hinder first responders.  

 

Care Team 
Canyon Creek Care Team is here to help identify and address needs of our families and 
direct you to community resources and supports. Care Team requests are confidential. If 
your family is in need of community resources or supports, please fill out the the Canyon 
Creek Care Team Request Form. The information is sent to our Care Team Liaison, Talena 
Hagel, who will contact you to provide support. Questions? Contact Talena Hagel at 
425-408-5759 or thagel@nsd.org 

http://www.nsd.org?utm_source=chatgpt.com
http://schoolreport.org?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://email-link.parentsquare.com/ls/click?upn=u001.GRtUL4A0KmqqG52D3lnYZ5n-2FkWWSONoWCtmcrhvvaz1ZJqG8p3ndmqFHOSIWwzQqzH7L_x8UjXY3wmg7EnOj4HtbXFV1ofL2xMA77LbAifzsGBQzW7-2FjkXihMs-2F8-2FdDF4VaLeGpewwkVa6QnsP5F2b5AyuYuReHCO359G9d-2BJtsRUl3KR2jn-2BqwHfgi5ba8FLWEBqwTPCM8o8T2YRQnYFFLsBJbgvNCL7-2FSf0kGnkcJQWUnW4wrW4bBnjO-2F38tW61uXO7aT2WRP-2FMus-2FaNjbNAsrZB6R0K-2BI11VIJ3dN4OtFmjP6wEReS0WAXpsoCEzoLMRZv
https://email-link.parentsquare.com/ls/click?upn=u001.GRtUL4A0KmqqG52D3lnYZ5n-2FkWWSONoWCtmcrhvvaz1ZJqG8p3ndmqFHOSIWwzQqzH7L_x8UjXY3wmg7EnOj4HtbXFV1ofL2xMA77LbAifzsGBQzW7-2FjkXihMs-2F8-2FdDF4VaLeGpewwkVa6QnsP5F2b5AyuYuReHCO359G9d-2BJtsRUl3KR2jn-2BqwHfgi5ba8FLWEBqwTPCM8o8T2YRQnYFFLsBJbgvNCL7-2FSf0kGnkcJQWUnW4wrW4bBnjO-2F38tW61uXO7aT2WRP-2FMus-2FaNjbNAsrZB6R0K-2BI11VIJ3dN4OtFmjP6wEReS0WAXpsoCEzoLMRZv


Breakfast and Lunch 
Breakfast ($2.75) is served daily 9:00–9:10 a.m. Lunch ($4.50) includes three daily 
options with milk. Menus and nutritional information are available at 

www.nsd.org/meals. You can pay by cash or check at school. Checks should be made out 

to Northshore School District and indicate school meals and your child’s name in the 
memo line. You can also manage your student's meal account online with LINQConnect.  
Free/reduced meal applications are available year-round. 

● Food allergies: Must be listed on your child’s health form and communicated with the 
school nurse.  

Playground & Recess 
Recess is an important and fun part of every school day! Students have daily opportunities 
to play, move, and enjoy fresh air. We teach and practice playground expectations together 
so that everyone can play safely, take care of equipment, and enjoy fair and friendly games. 
Since we go outside in all kinds of weather, please send your child dressed for rain, shine, or 
chilly days. To help keep things running smoothly, we ask that personal toys and equipment 
stay at home—our playground has everything students need for active play. 

PTA 
At Canyon Creek, our PTA is a partner in creating a vibrant school community. The PTA 
brings families, staff, and students together through events, programs, and volunteer 

opportunities that enrich learning and strengthen connections. We invite every family to 

join and participate—your involvement makes a difference. Learn more and get involved 
here: Canyon Creek PTA   

Technology Use 
Technology is an exciting part of the educational process and comes with responsibilities. 
Students must follow the NSD Acceptable Use Policy. Personal devices may not be used as 
school devices. Misuse may result in loss of privileges. 
Students are not permitted to use personal devices (including phones and smart watches) 
during the school day. Families are encouraged to keep all personal devices at home, rather 
than sending them to school with students. (If students have an approved reason with 
administration or our school nurse, a personal device may be used.) ● Personal devices 
must be turned OFF during the school day. ● Personal devices must be left in the student’s 
backpack (not on the student or in student pockets).  Schools are not responsible for theft or 
loss of personal devices.  

https://www.nsd.org/schools/get-started/food-services/menus
https://linqconnect.com/
https://www.nsd.org/schools/get-started/food-services/free-and-reduced-price-breakfast-lunch
https://canyoncreek.nsd.org/resources/ptsa-or-pta


 

Visitors & Volunteers 
All visitors on campus must check in at the office and wear a badge. We love volunteers!  It is 
a great way to support your student and community, and we appreciate it greatly. Please 
complete the online NSD volunteer orientation and background check. This is required prior 
to volunteering.   

Weapons & Hazardous Items 
For everyone’s safety, students may not bring items to school that could be dangerous to 
themselves or others. This includes, but is not limited to firearms or knives, fireworks, laser 
pointers, drugs, other items that could be deemed hazardous. 

Important: 
● Bringing a weapon to school can result in immediate expulsion, following due 

process and the right to appeal.  
● State law requires that any student who brings a firearm to school be expelled for 

one year. 
● Items used as weapons—or that look like weapons, such as toy guns—are treated 

the same as real weapons. 

Additional Resources 
In addition to the information shared specific to Canyon Creek, please review the Student 
Rights and Responsibilities Handbook.  
 
Many more of your questions can be answered on the Canyon Creek website 
(canyoncreek.nsd.org) and the Northshore School District website (NSD.org). 
 

Thank you for your partnering in your child’s education! 

https://www.nsd.org/get-involved/volunteer/become-a-volunteer
https://www.nsd.org/our-district/departments/student-services/rights-and-responsibilities-handbook-rr
https://www.nsd.org/our-district/departments/student-services/rights-and-responsibilities-handbook-rr
https://canyoncreek.nsd.org/
https://canyoncreek.nsd.org/
https://www.nsd.org/
https://www.nsd.org/
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