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FY26 School Grade 
Calculations

All School Levels



ENGLISH/

LANGUAGE 

ARTS

(All Schools)

MATHEMATICS

(All Schools)

SCIENCE

(All Schools)

SOCIAL 

STUDIES

(MS and HS)

ACCELERATION

SUCCESS

(Middle School)

ACCELERATION

SUCCESS

(High School)

GRADUATION 

RATE

(HS Only)

ACHIEVEMENT
Percent of students 

who passed at 
least one  H.S. 

EOC/FAA: 
Algebra 1
Geometry 
Biology 1

US History
 

OR
 

Earned a 
High School 

Industry 
Certification
(0% to 100%)

Percent of prior year 
graduates who earned 

credit through: 
AP, IB, AICE, dual 

enrollment, 
Industry Certification, 

300 or more clock 
hours in the same dual 
enrollment program,

 

OR
 

a score of 65 or higher 
on the ASVAB and 2 

JROTC credits
(0% to 100%)

Prior Year 4-
year Cohort
Graduation 

Rate
(0% TO 100%)

FAST ELA 

FAA Reading
(0% TO 100%)

FAST Math

Algebra 1 EOC

Geometry EOC

FAA Math

FAA Algebra 1 EOC

FAA Geometry EOC
(0% TO 100%)

Statewide 

Science 

Assessment

Biology 1 EOC 

FAA Science

FAA Biology 1
(0% TO 100%)

Civics EOC

US Hist. EOC

FAA Civics

FAA US Hist.
(0% TO 100%)

3rd Grade 

FAST ELA 

FAA Reading
(0% TO 100%)

ALL STUDENTS – LEARNING GAINS 

FAST ELA 

FAA Reading
(0% TO 100%)

FAST Math

Algebra 1 EOC

Geometry EOC 

FAA Math 

FAA Algebra 1 EOC

FAA Geometry 1 EOC
(0% TO 100%)

LOW 25% – LEARNING GAINS 

FAST ELA

FAA ELA
(0% TO 100%)

FAST/FAA Math

BEST/FAA Algebra 1 EOC

BEST/FAA Geometry EOC
(0% TO 100%)

School Type A B C D F

Elementary >=62% 54%-61% 41%-53% 32%-40% <=31%

Middle >=64% 57%-63% 44%-56% 34%-43% <=33%

High >=65% 60%-64% 45%-59% 35%-44% <=34%

Combination >=65% 60%-64% 45%-59% 35%-44% <=34%

District >=65% 60%-64% 45%-59% 35%-44% <=34%

With the transition to new 
assessments in FY2023, the 

FLDOE is now utilizing separate 
scales to determine 

Elementary, Middle, High, 
Combination school, and 

District grades. 
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Percent Tested
Denominator:
● All students in grades 3-10 for ELA, 3-8 for Math, 5 & 8 for Science, or enrolled in 

an Algebra, Geometry, Biology, Civics, or US History course with a state EOC 
(including Access points) who were enrolled at the school during Survey 3 and 
on the first day of the test window (May 1).

Numerator:
● Students who took the applicable tests according to enrollment (includes 

above grade level testers). Invalidated tests are included as participants.

Note:  The State requires a school’s OVERALL percent tested to be 95% for the 
assignment of a school grade. 
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Category Review: Achievement 
(ELA, Math, Science, Social Studies)

Denominator:
● All students in grades 3-10 for ELA, 3-8 for Math, 5 & 8 for Science, or enrolled in an Algebra, 

Geometry, Biology, Civics, or US History course with a state EOC (including Access points) 
who were enrolled at the school during Survey 2 & 3 and on the first day of the test window 
(May 1) with a valid test score with the exception of ELL students enrolled less than 2 years as 
of the first day of the window (May 1).

Numerator:
● Students included in the denominator who scored Level 3 or above the applicable test. 

● Students’ highest score in a subject will be used if multiple scores are available 
(i.e. students with first-time Algebra and Geometry scores in the same year).

● Students must be enrolled in the EOC course associated with the exam to be included. 

● Students who take the EOC in optional EOC courses (i.e. AP or AICE US History) 
are added to the numerator & denominator.



6

Category Review: Learning Gains 
(ELA and Math)

Denominator:
● All students in grades 3-10 for ELA, 3-8 for Math, or enrolled in an Algebra or Geometry 

course with a state EOC (including Access points) who were enrolled at the school during 
Survey 2 & 3 and on the first day of the test window (May 1) with valid test scores in both 
the current (FY26) and prior year (FY25).

Numerator:
● Students included in the denominator who scored Level 3 or above the applicable test. 

● Students’ highest score in a subject will be used if multiple scores are available 
(i.e. students with first-time Algebra and Geometry scores in the same year).

● Students must be enrolled in the EOC course associated with the exam to be included. 

● Learning Gains are not calculated between FAST and FAA.
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Category Review: Learning Gains 
(Demonstrating a Gain)

Students demonstrate Learning Gains in one of the following ways:
● Maintain a Level 5 on a FAST test or BEST EOC or a Level 4 on the FAA.

● Improve from the prior year by at least one Achievement Level. 

● For FAST, remain at Level 3 or 4 and improve their score by at least one (1) point. 

● For BEST EOCs, maintain a Level 3 or Level 4 from one year to the next.

● For FAA only, students scoring Level 3 in the prior year must maintain or improve their 
subcategory in the current year (high-Level 3 to low-Level 3 is not a gain.)

● For students scoring Levels 1 or 2 in the prior year, advance from one subcategory to a 
higher subcategory in the current year (i.e. low-Level 1 to mid-Level 1).
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Category Review: Learning Gains 
(FAST & EOC Scale)
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Category Review: Learning Gains 
(FAA Scale)
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Category Review: Low 25% Gains 
(ELA and Math)

Denominator:
● The Lowest 25% of students in grades 3-10 for ELA, 3-8 for Math, or enrolled in an Algebra or 

Geometry course with a state EOC (including Access points) who were enrolled at the 
school during Survey 2 & 3 and on the first day of the test window (May 1) with valid test 
scores in both the current (FY26) and prior year (FY25).

● These students are identified by ranking prior scale score separately for each test 
(FAST  & FAA), subject (Reading, Math) and test grade level.

● This is not determined until after the current year’s test is administered.

Numerator:
● Students from the denominator who made learning gains as described in the prior slides.

● The Lowest 25% of each prior-year test level grouping are combined to calculate gains. 
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Category Review: Middle School 
Acceleration

Denominator:
● All current-year Grade 8 students who scored Level 3 or higher on the grade 7 FAST 

Mathematics, Algebra 1 EOC, or Geometry EOC in the prior year; and 

● Current-year grade 6, 7, & 8 students who were enrolled in a high school level EOC course 
and have valid scores for the corresponding EOC assessment; and

● A prior-year (full year enrolled) grade 6, 7, or 8 student who took a test for a high school 
Industry Certification (prior year)

Numerator:
● Unduplicated count of Grade 6, 7, and 8 students from the denominator who:

o scored Level 3 or higher on a current year EOC Assessment (must be in course)

o attained Industry Certifications and enrolled at the school in the prior year (includes 
current grade 9 students who attained Industry Certification while in grade 8)

Note: Schools must have students enrolled in grades 7 and 8 to be eligible for MS Acceleration.
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Category Review: Middle School 
Acceleration Alternate View

Included in the MS Acceleration (student only count once per year)

Grade Denominator if: Numerator if 

6 ● Enrolled in HS EOC course and takes the assessment Pass EOC

7 ● Enrolled in HS EOC course and takes the assessment
● Prior year, took an Industry Certification Test

Pass EOC or 
prior year IC

8
● Earned a level 3 or higher in Grade 7 Math or Math EOC
● Enrolled in HS EOC course and takes the assessment
● Prior year, took an Industry Certification Test

Pass EOC or 
prior year IC

9 ● Prior year, took an Industry Certification Test
(counts back to grade 8 accountable middle school)

Pass prior 
year IC
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Category Review: Graduation Rate

Denominator:
● The students in a school’s or a district’s graduation cohort

Numerator:
● Those students  in the denominator who have one of the following codes by the 

end of the fourth year of the cohort:

● W06, W6A, W6B, W43, W52, W54, W55, WD1, WFA, WFB, WFT, WFW, WRW, WXL, 
WXT, WXW, W58, W59, W60, W61, W62, W63, WCO, WWE, WWT, WWW
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Category Review: College and Career 
Acceleration

Denominator:
● The count of all on-time (4-year) prior year high school graduates (lagging data)

Numerator:
The percentage of students who, while in high school:

● Were eligible to earn college credit through AP, IB, or AICE examinations
● Earned at least a C- or better in an approved dual enrollment course, 
● Earned a CAPE industry certification or a CAPE acceleration industry 

certification identified in the Industry Certification Funding List, or 
● Completed 300 or more clock hours in the same program, through career dual 

enrollment courses from an approved program
● Earned a score of 65 or higher on the ASVAB and 2 JROTC credits

A student is only counted once in the numerator and denominator regardless of the 
number of accelerations attained.
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Promoting Success: Course, Data, and 
Test Management

Course management
● Ensure teachers are following the instructional scope and sequence as it is designed 

to cover all content before testing. For Science specifically, ensure fair-game science 
benchmarks are covered in untested grades.

   

Data management
● Ensure information is entered into SIS in a timely manner.
● Ensure your school completes a through review of data when the School Grade 

Accountability Web Application opens (Late April-Early May).
● Note: the data from this application can be used to estimate percent tested and 

keep track of tested students. 
 

Test management
● Ensure new students have prior-year assessment scores entered into SIS.
● Ensure any test booklets that have to be returned are packaged and labeled correctly.
● Ensure proctors are aware of correct testing procedures.
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Helpful Links

State Testing:
● SDPBC State Testing Website
● SDPBC State Testing Results

AB/IB/AICE/Dual Enrollment:
● Cambridge (AICE) Exam 

Administration
● College Board (AP) Website
● Dual Enrollment information
● Industry Certification information

More School Grade Information:
● FLDOE Accountability Reports 
● SDPBC School Grade Analysis Tool
● SDPBC School Grade Website

Note: Some of these links go to websites that are not managed by the School District of 
Palm Beach County

https://www.palmbeachschools.org/Page/1705
https://fl50010848.schoolwires.net/Page/2255
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/exam-administration/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/exam-administration/
https://ap.collegeboard.org/
https://www.fldoe.org/policy/articulation/dual-enrollment-agreements.stml
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/career-adult-edu/career-technical-edu-agreements/industry-certification.stml
https://www.fldoe.org/accountability/accountability-reporting/school-grades/
https://www.palmbeachschools.org/Page/545
https://fl50010848.schoolwires.net/Page/578


SOCIAL MEDIA

Stay informed by checking the District’s website, 
palmbeachschools.org or by watching content on 

The Education Network

/@pbcsd /@sdpbc 17
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