
Dear Upland Unified School District Community,
As we begin the new year, I would like to take a moment to reflect on the many 
accomplishments and achievements of our students throughout December. 
These successes are a direct result of the passion, dedication, and collaboration 
of our entire school community, including students, families, teachers, staff, and 
administrators.

One highlight was the annual Upland High School Science Fair, which showcased 
the impressive work of nearly 100 students. With projects spanning seven 
scientific categories, students demonstrated creativity, critical thinking, and 
problem-solving skills as they shared their work with judges, staff, and peers. 
Congratulations to all participants, and to the first-place winners whose projects 
will advance to the county-level competition in spring.

December was also filled with outstanding performances across the District, 
providing our arts students with opportunities to shine on stage and share 
their talents with the community. Our wonderful band, chorale, dance, and 
theater groups at the elementary, junior high, and high school levels delivered 
memorable performances that captured the spirit of the season. We applaud the dedication, rehearsal, and 
teamwork required to bring these productions to life.

Our athletic programs remained active over winter break, proudly representing Upland High School in regional 
competitions. Two girls flag football players earned All-CIF Southern Section Division 2 honors, our wrestling teams 
recorded impressive results at the annual BlackWatch Tournament, and girls soccer claimed first place at the 
Christmas Classic Tournament. These achievements reflect the commitment and perseverance of our student-
athletes and coaching staff.

Enrollment is now open for our Transitional Kindergarten and Kindergarten programs. Each of our ten elementary 
schools will host a preview night, giving prospective families the opportunity to meet teachers and staff, learn 
about programs and curriculum, and ask questions about enrollment. Families are encouraged to contact their 
neighborhood school for information on classroom visitation dates and times. 

Thank you for your continued partnership and support in making Upland Unified an exceptional place to learn and 
grow. As we move forward, I invite us all to renew our commitment to our shared mission of Creating Excellence. 
I look forward to the many successes the new year will bring.

With gratitude,

Lynn J. Carmen Day, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools 
Upland Unified School District
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Upland High School Showcases Student 
Innovation at Annual Science Fair
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Upland High School celebrated student innovation during its annual Science Fair, where nearly 100 students presented 
67 imaginative, research-driven projects. Entries spanned seven scientific categories, including behavioral science, 
biology, botany and zoology, chemistry, health and medicine, physical and earth science, and physics and engineering.

The Science Fair concluded with an evening Open House, where families viewed standout projects and joined the 
celebration of student achievement during an awards ceremony. In addition, UHS hosted a Districtwide Computer 
Science Family Night that offered hands-on activities, student demonstrations, and a Careers in Computer Science panel.

Projects were evaluated by a panel of judges that included local rotary members, university professors, and parents of 
former UHS students with science expertise. Entries were scored using a comprehensive rubric that considered clarity of 
presentation, depth of student understanding, originality, and the ability to articulate the project’s purpose and findings.

“Participating in the science fair was an extremely fun experience,” junior Elizabeth Ribak said. “I loved getting to meet 
all of the extremely smart judges and getting to share my research with them and my peers.”

The first-place winners in each category were:

•	 Behavioral Science: Sergio Zapata and Mariella Nakhleh, “Determining a person’s true intellect: A better way to 
find how different people perform on an exam that measures their type of intelligence”

•	 Biology: Jeremy Lam and Cyrus Ortega, “Boil it Clean!”

•	 Botany/Zoology: Elizabeth Ribak, “From Vine to Value: Assessing How Brix Percentage Impacts the Price of 
Table Grapes”

•	 Chemistry and William Schlegel Award “Excellence and Creativity”: Damon Terry, “Influence of Hydrophobic 
Coatings on Piezoelectric Voltage Production”

•	 Health/Medicine: Evan Bravo and Sophia Reyes, “Globular Glucose: Modeling the Effects of Blood Glucose on 
Anticoagulants”

•	 Physical Science/Earth Science: Evelyn Tiong and Michael Randazzo, “Does Bigger Always Mean Better?”

•	 Physics/Engineering: Kayla Fash and Katelyn Sawin, “Short Story vs. Tall Tale: Who can increase faster?”

•	 Steve Levy Award “Inquiry and Inspiration”: Dylan Dela Cruz and Ryan McMillin, “The Float Serve is Predictable”

Junior Elizabeth Ribak earned first place in the botany 
category of the UHS annual Science Fair. 

Freshmen Kayla Fash (left) and Katelyn Sawin (right) discuss their project 
with a judge at UHS’s annual Science Fair. Their entry “Short Story vs. Tall 
Tale: Who can increase faster?” earned first place in the physics category.
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Upland High School chorale groups delighted guests at the annual Elizabethan Dinner, carrying on a cherished holiday tradition. 
Held at Pacific Community Center, this joyous event brought the community together in a festive celebration of the season.

Upland High’s Girls Soccer Team earned first place in the annual Christmas Classic Tournament at Ontario Christian Schools, 
scoring 10 goals across three games. Congratulations to Kaylie Gutierrez, who was named the tournament’s Most Valuable Player.




