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Head’s Message

Happy New Year!

Towards the end of last term, as Christmas approached, we spent time reflecting on gifts - both those we
might receive and those we might give. We explored the carol In the Bleak Midwinter, particularly its final
verse, which asks us to consider giving not material things, but our hearts.
 

With this in mind, I asked in assembly on Tuesday, “What was your favourite gift?” I was intrigued that
several children replied, “A book” - an answer that mirrored my own. I originally bought this book as a gift for
my former Head, and a friend happened to buy the same book for me this Christmas. Before reading it
myself, I lent it to a family member. I was surprised when they later messaged me to say how powerful they
found it, especially given that they read slowly, preferring to take time to process what they read. That
response prompted me to give them the book and buy another copy for myself. I am only on chapter two, yet
it has already had a profound impact on my thinking. The book is Four Thousand Weeks.

9TH JANUARY 2026

The start of a new year naturally brings fresh ideas and good
intentions. Like many, I found myself wanting to read more;
partly inspired by this book, partly by government guidance
emphasising reading as a driver of standards, and partly by
Mrs Duncan-Phillips sharing research showing that children
who are read to daily before starting school hear, on average,
1.4 million more words than those who are not.
 

With our new Pre-Prep library, ongoing updates to the Prep
library, and a shared focus on adults, teachers, and parents
modelling reading, my challenge to us all this year is simple:
read more. I wonder where it might take us.

Best wishes,

Tom Rainer
Head



Welcome Back to School!

Important School Updates 

It has been a pleasure to welcome
all our children back to school as
the Lent Term begins. Classrooms
are once again full of energy, smiles
and enthusiasm, and it has been
lovely to see pupils settling back
into routines so quickly.

Years 6, 7 and 8 started the Lent
Term with exams and will continue
them on Monday - we wish them
the very best of luck!

Attendance reminder
We kindly ask for your support in ensuring pupils arrive on time each day. Registration begins promptly at
8:20am, and any arrival after this time will be marked as late. The school is open from 8:00am, giving
plenty of time to settle in before lessons start. 

Reporting absences
If your child is unwell, or has a medical appointment, or will be absent for any other reason, please email
Hayley Williams at Reception (williamsh@deanclosestjohns.org.uk) and your Form Tutor. You can also
call Hayley on 01291 622045.

Dental / medical appointments
Please book your child’s dental or medical appointments where possible outside school hours.

Games Department reminder
Full Tracksuit: We kindly ask that students wear their full tracksuit for all games sessions.
Correct Kit: Please ensure your child wears the appropriate games kit for both lessons and matches.
Match Arrangements: Team sheets will be shared via Evolve. Once match arrangements are posted,
we would be grateful if you could review and acknowledge them with your child.

Thank you for your support in helping our pupils be prepared and enjoy their activities safely.

New menus for Lent term
At the start of each term, our Chef creates new menus for a three-week cycle, which then repeat. You can
view the current menus on our website:
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/school-life/health-and-wellbeing/nutrition

tel:%20+44%C2%A0(0)1291%20622045
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/school-life/health-and-wellbeing/nutrition


MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Film Club (Y3-8) -
Lunch break

Film Club (Y3-8) -
Lunch break

Orchestra (Y3-8) -
Breaktime

Senior Choir  (Y5-8) 
- Lunch Break

Little Voices* - 
(Pre-Prep) - 
Lunch break

Music Scholars (Y5) -
Lunch break

Brass Ensemble (Y4) -
Lunch break

Dance (Y3-6) - 
Lunch break -

EXTERNAL (PAID)

Junior Choir (Y3-4) - 
Lunch break

Music Scholars (Y4) -
Lunch break

Art Scholars Club 
(Y5-8) - After school, 

until 17:30

Cricket Nets (Y5-8) -
After school, 
until 17:30

Creative Club (Y3-8) - 
After school, 
until 17:30 

Library Club (Y3-5) -
After school, 
until 17:30

Girls Football Club
(Y3-8) - After school, 

until 17:30 

Coding / Computing
Club (Y3-5) - After
school, until 17:30

Stem/ Knex club 
(Y5-8) - After school, 

until 17:30 

Pre-Prep Mini Strings*
(Y1&2) - 

15:30 - 16:15

Academic scholars 
(Y5-8) - After school, 

until 17:30 

Gymnastics Club
(Years 3-6) - 
Sports Hall -

EXTERNAL (PAID)

Colouring club (Y3-5)
- After school, 

until 17:30

Pre-Prep Mini Brass*
(Y1&2) - 

15:30 - 16:15

Prep Club places can be booked using this link  (also emailed by Mr Richardson to all Prep parents today).

*To book Pre-Prep music clubs, please email Mr Seth (sethk@deanclosestjohns.org.uk) and copy your
child’s Form Tutor. Further Pre-Prep clubs will be communicated directly to Pre-Prep parents.

There is no extra fee for the clubs, except for those run by external providers 
 - marked above as External (Paid).

School Clubs Lent Term
Starting on 12  January 2026 th

Our popular Pre-Prep Holiday Club is back this
February half-term! Our own DCSJ staff will be
running the club from Monday to Thursday
(16th–19th February), with lots of exciting
activities, as always.

All Pre-Prep parents will receive the booking
link shortly, and we will keep all information up
to date on our website:
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-
resources/pre-prep-holiday-camp

Pre-Prep Holiday Club

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfIVVKgh-ag8TymbgPzJmEJqGSMVskLLxKO1-Yzer3CPVE2RQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfIVVKgh-ag8TymbgPzJmEJqGSMVskLLxKO1-Yzer3CPVE2RQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-holiday-camp
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-holiday-camp


Boarding Weekends
in Lent Term

In the Lent Term, we continue our popular boarding weekends.

As usual, there are some ‘Big Weekends’ for certain year groups - this means that those year groups
choose the weekend activities, though all year groups are welcome to join. If any activities have
specific age recommendations, we will inform parents in advance.

For bookings and more information, please contact Emily Richardson, Head of Boarding:
richardsone@deanclosestjohns.org.uk

Please note that the
Saturday activity (The
Wave) is best suited for
children aged 11 and over
with strong swimming
ability.

The Sunday activity,
AirHop, is open to all,
from Year 3 to Year 8!



Prepare for an enchanting evening filled with traditional Burns Night supper lively dancing, guided by a
traditional live professional Ceilidh band and caller. Immerse yourself in the delightful company of friends
and fellow parents as we come together over dance and food to build and strengthen our community.

To foster a sense of togetherness, this event is family-friendly and welcomes children who are able to
enjoy the evening responsibly, regardless of age. While the event is tailored for those aged 10 and above,
younger children who are well-behaved are also welcome. We warmly encourage all parents from the
Dean Close community to join us, if possible. Bringing children is entirely optional, and we trust families
to decide what works best for them on the night.

Don’t miss out—book now and join us for a wonderful evening of dancing, food, and community spirit!﻿﻿
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible there!

(While we anticipate a joyous turnout, transparency is key. The success of our Ceilidh hinges on your attendance. Your support is
paramount, and in the event of insufficient numbers, we may need to consider cancellation. Please secure your place at your
earliest convenience to help us plan for this unforgettable night.)

Sunday 25 January, 2026
 7.00pm - 10.00pm

Dean Close School, Cheltenham

﻿Adults : £17.50, Children (10+) : £10.00
(Includes food, drinks, and dance)
Booking: 
The Dean Close Ceilidh - Tickets

Don’t miss out on an incredible evening at the
Dean Close Ceilidh! We are thrilled to extend a
warm invitation to join us at the upcoming Ceilidh
at Dean Close School on Sunday, 25th January
2026 (Exeat weekend) from 7:00pm to 10:00pm.

Dean Close Foundation Events

https://evolve.edufocus.co.uk/shop/shop_item_public.asp?site=dcschoolvisits&estab=0&id=2593&guest=


The first half of the concert will include music by Prokofiev, Fauré, Sibelius and Haydn performed by
Orchestra, Sinfonia, Chamber Choir, Close Harmony and a String Quartet.  In the second half, Chapel
Choir will be joined by the Dean Close Choral Society and a professional orchestra, which will include
some of our music teachers, to perform Haydn's Theresienmesse; the soloists will be Imogen Bowen
and Isaac Stott, who will be joined by Chloe Murphy OD and Nicholas Perfect (DCS singing teacher).

Confirmation of seats will be sent to the email address provided in question 2 of the booking form in
the week of the concert and Mrs Klemz will be in touch sooner if a waiting list has to be implemented.
You will need to show your electronic emailed ticket to access the concert.

A bar will be open in the Town Hall to purchase refreshments before the concert and during the
interval. There will be a retiring collection for charity (cash on the day or using the QR code link in the
programme).

DCS Spring Concert

Friday 6th February, 7.30pm,
Cheltenham Town Hall

Online booking is open to request
tickets for the Spring Concert. 
Deadline for ticket applications: 
Thursday 29th January

Please use this form to book your free
tickets: 
Spring Concert 2026 – Fill in form

If you have any questions regarding the Futures Fair or the Business Breakfast, please contact Natalie
Norman at nnorman@deanclose.org.uk .

https://forms.office.com/e/Heqz2ERvX6


Please see the up-to-date list of our school events for the Lent Term 2026 on the school
website. 
To help you follow our school events more easily, we will highlight any changes to the
announced calendar in red.

Additionally, the forward term dates for 2026–27 are published on the website::
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates 

If you have any questions about the school events, please feel free to contact us at  
office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

Date Event

Saturday 10  Januaryth

U12 & U13 Boys Hockey vs Kingswood 
(Venues TBC) 

Foundation Fixtures

Monday 12  Januaryth

(Prep Week 1)
Exams for Years 6, 7 & 8 

14:00  Year 3 & 4 Netball v Collegiate (H)   

Tuesday 13  Januaryth 16:15
Parents’ information evening: Technology in

Education at St John’s 

Wednesday 14  Januaryth

U10 – U13 Boys’ Hockey vs Clifton College 
(Venues TBC) 

Foundation Fixtures

14:00
U11 Netball Severnside Tournament at  Dean Close

Beaudesert Park School

14:00
 U13 Netball Severnside Tournament at  Wycliffe

Cheltenham College

14:00
 U10 Netball Severnside Tournament

at Clifton College

UPCOMING EVENTS – NEXT TWO WEEKS

School Calendar & Events

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
mailto:office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk


Saturday 17  Januaryth Boarding Weekend In - 
The Wave Coventry 

U12 & U13 Netball vs Collegiate (A) 
Foundation Fixtures

U12 & U13 Boys’ Hockey vs BGS (Venues TBC)
Foundation Fixtures

Sunday 18  Januaryth Boarding Weekend In - 
AirHop Bristol

Monday 19  Januaryth

(Prep Week 2)
14:00  U8 & U9 Boys’ Football vs Tockington (A)  

14:00  U9 A & B Netball vs The Downs, Wraxall (A)  

Wednesday 21  Januaryst

U10 – U13 Boys’ Hockey vs Cheltenham College
(Venues TBC) 

Foundation Fixtures

14:15  U11 Netball vs BGS (A)  

14:15  U13 Netball vs Monkton Combe Prep (A)  

Friday 23  Januaryrd  Kindergarten & Reception trip to
Noah’s Ark Farm Zoo 

17:50 EXEAT

Have a great weekend!

https://www.instagram.com/dcsj_official/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/deanclosestjohns
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dean-close-st-john-s-school/

