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Head’s Message

What is a gift?

For many people, this is quite simply the most wonderful time of the year! I, for one, am no different. 
 

There is the usual build-up to the end of term, with excitement over holidays, reports, Christmas events, and
gifts.
 

Reports, Christmas events, and gifts may not seem to have much in common. And yet, they do. Gifts come in
many forms. Reports are a culmination of everything we have done over the term in terms of hard work, proof
of progress and the dedication of staff and pupils. Reading the comments from staff has been a privilege and a
gift. The care and commitment to others' development are tangible. Watching the Nativity, Christingle, and
Christmas concert has simply provided eye-witness accounts of this dedication and hard work. To witness
them has been a gift. 
 

During Thursday’s assembly, I asked the school if they preferred receiving or giving gifts. It would come as no
surprise that the majority preferred giving gifts. In doing so, they received their own gift; the reaction to theirs
being received. 
 

I can’t help but wonder if God has the same sense of pleasure in giving us all the greatest gift; His son. It
exemplifies the value, Love. ‘For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son.’  
 

So, as we look forward to the greatest time of year and think of the greatest gift, I am left with the line and the
result of Love, which asks:
 

"What can I give Him, poor as I am?” 
 

The answer the writer gives is: 
 

“If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart.”
 

Can I wish everyone in our community a very happy Christmas filled with joy and love.

Tom Rainer
Head
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Event Date
Choirs

Involved
Attire

Mince Pies, Mulled Wine
and Carols Evening -
parents are invited,

please book your free tickets
through this link:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk
/e/1976194417701?

aff=oddtdtcreator

Tuesday 9th
December

18:30

Junior Choir
Senior Choir

Christmas Jumper for Choirs (to be
worn for the event only; normal
uniform during the school day)

Choirs at Coffee #1 -
parents are invited

Wednesday 
10th December,

9:30

Little Voices
Junior Choir

Christmas Jumper for Choirs (to be
worn for the event only; normal
uniform during the school day)

Theatre Trip -  Years 3 - 8
Rapunzel at the Tobacco
Factory Theatre in Bristol 

Wednesday, 
10th December

(depart: lunchtime,
return: before

4.30pm)

- Winter school uniform

Christmas lunch -
children only

Thursday
11  December th -

All children: Christmas Jumper (to be
worn for the lunch only; normal
uniform during the school day)

Carol Service - 
families are invited

Friday 12th
December, 11:00

Junior Choir
Senior Choir

All children: Full winter uniform

Concert with the Chepstow
Choral Society -

parents are invited

Sunday 14th
December

15:00

Junior Choir
Senior Choir

Choirs: Full winter uniform with
Christmas hats and accessories

welcome

School Updates - 
Useful information for Christmas events

Concert with the Chepstow Choral Society - 
discounted tickets for parents:
Chepstow Choral Society are offering parents tickets at a reduced cost
of £5. Please contact the treasurer Brian by email who will take your
name and reserve your tickets. You can then pay either by cash or
card on the door. 

Email: Bduerden@doctors.org.uk 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1976194417701?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1976194417701?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1976194417701?aff=oddtdtcreator


Pre-Prep Christmas Events

Nativity

This year, our Christmas celebrations began with the Pre-Prep Nativity. Our Kindergarten to Year 2
children performed with not only confidence and enthusiasm, but also creativity and a wonderful sense of
humour! It was absolutely fabulous and truly heart-warming to watch them shine on stage.

A huge thank you to everyone who helped make the performance so special, and a special shout-out to our
teachers for their hard work in bringing the Nativity to life.

Thank you also to all the parents and family members who came to celebrate with us – we loved having
you there.

Christingle

Our Christmas celebrations continued this week with
our beautiful Pre-Prep Christingle service on Friday
morning.

Christingle is a special tradition that uses a decorated
orange to symbolise Jesus as the Light of the World.
The children prepared their Christingles ahead of the
event, with each element carrying a special meaning:
the orange represents the world, the candle
symbolises Christ’s light, the fruits and sweets
represent God’s gifts, and the red ribbon reminds us
of His love.

It was wonderful to see so many family members
joining us and celebrating alongside the children.
Their singing and candlelight made the morning truly
magical and reflective during this special season.



Years 7 - 8 Science Fair

The judges listened with great interest as students
presented their discoveries, research, and
investigations. Their enthusiasm was superb, with
excellent communication skills and a clear passion for
their projects shining through. Every project was a
worthy winner, with no one scoring below 30 out of
40 - an impressive reflection of the outstanding
standard this year.

The children also enjoyed the chance to show off their
work to parents and other classes who came to admire
their projects. To round off the afternoon, a sweet
treat was waiting for this deserving group, who had
shown such support for one another and genuine
interest in everyone’s work.

Honourable Mentions
Year 7 – Morgan Sudlow
For her project on cat senses, exploring how cats
learn and using her own cat in the trials.

Year 8 – Ollie H-H.
For his project on suspension, linking his passion
for mountain biking with the physics behind how
suspension systems work.

Prize Winners
3rd Place – Ella H-M.
For a brilliant project on photosynthesis and how
light intensity affects oxygen production in
pondweed.

2nd Place – Francesca S.
For her project on fractures, discussing her own
unfortunate injury and examining how bones
heal, illustrated with clear and creative wooden
models.

1st Place – Samuel A.
For his project ‘The Science of Swing’ - an
outstanding, detailed investigation into cricket
balls and how differences in surface roughness
affect the spin produced.

The Year 7 & 8 Science Fair took place last Friday, this year in the second science lab, which was buzzing
with noise, excitement, and enthusiasm. Pupils showcased an impressive range of STEM projects, exploring
topics such as the da Vinci bridge, optical illusions, why the sky is blue, how yeast grows with different
sugars, the density of various liquids, the brain and our memories, whether AGI could take over the world
and its potential dangers, and even the importance of bees, complete with a pupil dressed as a bee to deliver
the presentation!



Match report

U13 Girls’ Hockey – 
Final Match of the Season

This week, the Under 13 girls played their final
hockey match of the season against Monkton
Combe. The team put on a fantastic display of
skill and teamwork, moving the ball with
confidence and linking play beautifully across the
pitch. Their determination and positive spirit
were clear throughout the match.

In a closely contested game, the girls were
narrowly defeated 3–2, despite creating plenty of
opportunities and applying strong pressure in the
final minutes. Although the result didn’t go their
way, the performance reflected just how much
progress they have made this season.

It was a wonderful final outing for our Year 8
players, who led with maturity and enthusiasm.
Well done to the whole squad for a brilliant
match and a brilliant season!

Pre-Prep Holiday Club

Pre-Prep
Christmas Holiday Club

Get ready for a week of festive
arts, crafts, sports, and fun! Each
day will have a different theme.

More details and booking link:
https://www.deanclosestjohns.or
g.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-
holiday-camp

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-holiday-camp
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-holiday-camp
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-holiday-camp


Sparkle Soirée – 
Fundraising Ball 

Join us for an elegant evening of dining,
dancing and celebration, all in support of
FOSJ and the Prep Library Renovation.

This event is open to the whole
community, parents, friends and
extended family are all warmly invited to
join us.

Date & Place:
Saturday 9th May
7:00pm – Midnight
Mounton Brook Lodge, NP16 6LF

🎩 Black Tie Event
🎶 Live Band & Entertainment
🍸 Welcome Drink on Arrival
🍽️ Two-Course Meal & Canapés
🕺💃 Dancing Until Midnight

Menu information will be released closer
to the time.

Tickets
Early Bird: £55 per person (£65pp after
1st March)
Table of 10: £550

Friends of St John’s News

Book here:
🔗 https://www.tickettailor.com/events/friendsofdeanclosestjohns/1962108

Raffle Donations Welcome
We will be hosting a fundraising raffle on the night.
If you or your business would like to contribute a prize, we would be extremely grateful.

All proceeds from the evening will support FOSJ & the renovation of the Prep Library.

We look forward to a night of sparkle - for a cause!



Easyfundraising App 

Please support FOSJ raise £10,000 by using the
Easyfundraising app. All your usual purchases
through the app will generate donations to FOSJ!
Watch the video for a how to and QR code to
join.

Easyfundraising Donation Reminder
There’s also an Easyfundraising Donation
Reminder browser extension that pops up to let
you know when a brand will donate as you shop.
You can then get your donation in one click. The
Donation Reminder is available on your mobile
and tablet so our cause will benefit no matter
what device you shop from.
 
iPhone / iPad (iOS) / iPad
• Install the Easyfundraising app from the App
Store.
• Open Settings > Safari > Extensions.
• Find Easyfundraising Donation Reminder and
toggle it on.
• In Safari, tap AA (or the puzzle icon) in the
address bar → enable the extension for the site.

Friends of St John’s News

Samsung / Android phone and tablets
• Chrome and Samsung Internet on Android
don’t support the same extensions as desktop, so
you can’t install the Donation Reminder
extension. Instead:

Download the Easyfundraising app from
Google Play.
Use the app to shop or activate donations
before purchasing.

 
 Windows or Mac Laptop
• Go to the Easyfundraising site:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/donation-
reminder
• Click “Get the Donation Reminder”.
• Choose your browser:

Chrome → Install from Chrome Web Store.
Edge → Install from Microsoft Add-ons.
Firefox → Install from Firefox Add-ons.
Safari (Mac) → Install via the App Store.

• Once installed, log in to Easyfundraising and the
extension will automatically remind you when
you visit partner sites.

Wreath-making evening

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Christmassy wreath-making evening! We loved seeing your
beautiful creations and hope you enjoyed this festive event as much as we did. Thank you for your support!



Please see the up-to-date list of our school events for the Michaelmas Term 2025 on
the school website. 
To help you follow our school events more easily, we will highlight any changes to the
announced calendar in red.

Additionally, the forward term dates for 2026–27 have now been published on the
website: https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates 

If you have any questions about the school events, please feel free to contact us at  
office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

School Calendar & Events

Date Event

Saturday 6  - Sunday 7  Decemberth th

BOARDING WEEKEND IN
Saturday: Christmas Shopping

Sunday: Ice Skating

Tuesday 9  Decemberth 18:30
Mince Pies, Mulled Wine and Carols Evening

(Singleton Hall) 
Book tickets here

Wednesday 10  Decemberth 09:30 Little Voices and Junior Choir Concert @ Coffee #1

10:45
Pre-Prep Carol Service Rehearsal at the Priory

Church of St Mary

13:00 Theatre Trip: ‘Rapunzel’

Thursday 11  Decemberth 08:30
Prep School Carol Service Rehearsal at the Priory

Church of St Mary

12:45 Christmas Lunch and Class Discos

Friday 12  Decemberth 11:00 Carol Service at the Priory Church of St Mary

12:30 End of term

Sunday 14  Decemberth 15:00
Junior & Senior Choirs sing at the
Chepstow Choral Society Concert

- Priory Church of St Mary

EVENTS NEXT WEEK

Have a good weekend!

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
mailto:office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1976194417701?aff=oddtdtcreator

