
Assessed Valuation ........ $8,177,551,212

Total Employees ........ 1,142

Square Mileage of the District ........ 381 sq. miles

Free and Reduced Meal Percentage ........ 58.7%

Miles Driven by District Buses Last Year ........ 829,739

Total Budget ........ $105,511,953

District Wide Student Enrollment FTE ........ 5,481.62
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CHENEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS LEGISLATIVE ASKS 

Materials, Supplies, and
Operating Costs (MSOC)

Ample Funding for the
Prototypical Model

Public Records
Requests

There are a multitude of costs
associated with running a school

district that are non-staff
related. MSOC is significantly

underfunded by the state,
leaving school districts to cover

the costs. 

Set clear procedures
surrounding public records

requests to eliminate
unnecessary/excess requests in

addition to funding staff to
produce public records as

requested. 

Our district employs 122
paraeducators, an integral and

necessary part of the
classroom. The state currently
funds 9.5 paraeducators for

Cheney Public Schools. 

“I was wondering one thing. If the state only gives you so much money, and you have to
like, pay more than they give you, are we losing things because of that?”

Landon, Seventh Grade, Westwood Middle School



The Prototypical Funding
Formula funds just 7% of
the necessary paras for
Cheney Public Schools to
be successful. The District
has 

Materials, Supplies & Operating Costs (MSOC)

“I think that since the people in our
community are paying so much
already for all of our stuff, and it’s
only going toward basic costs, it
should be going more toward
programs and other stuff...It would
give you that foundation to build on
with our levy instead of our levy
being the foundation.”

Henry, Junior, Cheney High School

Records Requests

The Prototypical Model
“How would you like, expect the
school to function with only one,
like, person [paraeducator] at
recess and stuff? And like, be
safe out there?”

Liam, Third Grade, Salnave
Elementary School

Taking a Closer Look
Funding Breakdown for Paraeducators in

Cheney Public Schools

District Impact

Since 2022-23, the
number of records
requests per year
have doubled. So
far during the
2025-26 school
yearyear, our district has received 31

requests (received since
September 2025).

District Impact
Public records requests impact
multiple departments including IT,
Business Office, Student Support
Services, Human Resources, and
any school that is part of the
request, as they all aid in gathering
documents. Mass redactions must
be done manually, resulting in hours
of work away from their dedicated
positions.

$957,163.81

$1,347,013.46

$1,601,271.86
$1,714,954.29

2019-20

2020-21

2021-22

2022-23

2023-24

2024-25

2025-26

13 requests

8 requests

27 requests

18 requests

14 requests

36 requests

31 requests*

*Since September 2025

In 2025-26, Cheney Public Schools is budgeting to spend $7 million more on MSOC than the
state-funded amount. $1.6 million of that is to cover rising insurance costs, which have
increased over 90% in the past three years.

District Impact

“I noticed that the difference in how much we’re getting funded versus spending, the gap
is getting wider and wider.”

Henry, Freshman, Cheney High School

has to dip into local levy dollars to
close the gap, providing funding for
the remaining 93% of needed paras.


