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Jeremy Wayne Tate is the founder and CEO of the Classic Learning Test and a

national leader in the revival of classical education. He has been featured on Fox

News, MSNBC, the Wall Street Journal, the Washington Post, Inside Higher Ed,

and the New York Times. Prior to founding CLT, Jeremy served as Director of

College Counseling at Mount de Sales Academy in Catonsville, Maryland.

He received his Bachelor of Science in Secondary Education from Louisiana State

University and a Masters in Religious Studies from Reformed Theological Seminary.

Jeremy and his wife, Erin, reside in Annapolis, Maryland with their six children. You

can find Jeremy on Twitter @JeremyTate41.

 

KEYNOTE SESSIONS
Held in Helene Houle Auditorium

Opening Keynote: “The Long Road Home:

Conversion, Catholicism, and the Greatest

Tradition”

Closing Keynote: "Domine ut videam: The

Prayer and Promise of Catholic Liberal Arts

Education"

John M. DeJak, an attorney and educator, is Director of the Secretariat of Catholic

Education for the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. He practiced law

and served on active duty as an officer in the U.S. Army prior to being named the

founding headmaster of the first Chesterton Academy and Holy Spirit Academy,

both in the Twin Cities area. He has served in academic administration (notably at

Saint Agnes) and has taught Latin, Greek, literature, government, and theology in

high schools in Chicago, Cleveland, the Twin Cities, Ann Arbor, and Front Royal.

He is the co-editor of With God in America: The Spiritual Legacy of an Unlikely Jesuit

(Loyola Press, 2016) and the author of many articles. A member of the Fellowship of

Catholic Scholars, he is also an Adjunct Professor at Benedictine College in

Atchison, Kansas. He and his bride, Annie, are the proud parents of eight children

and live in Virginia’s beautiful Shenandoah Valley.

John M. DeJak
 Director, Secretariat of 

Catholic Education,

 United States Conference

of Catholic Bishops 

"Teaching through a Catholic lens" is one of the most repeated shibboleths

of the renewal of Catholic education. It is inadequate, boring, and lazy.
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Jeremy Tate
Founder & CEO,

The Classic Learning Test

(CLT)
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Jason Adkins, Executive Director - Minnesota Catholic Conference

Jason Adkins has served as the executive director of the Minnesota Catholic Conference since March

2011. Prior to his advocacy work for the Church, Jason was an attorney at the Institute for Justice, a public

interest law firm. Jason has clerked for both state and federal appellate judges and received his law degree

from the University of Minnesota Law School, where he has served as an adjunct professor. Jason is a

regular presenter at parishes and at organizations around Minnesota and continues to serve as an adjunct

professor at the University of St. Thomas. He writes a regular column that appears in diocesan newspapers,

and his work has also appeared in numerous secular publications and journals. He frequently appears in the

media and serves on many corporate boards and advisory councils. He holds undergraduate and graduate

degrees from the University of St. Thomas (Minnesota), and resides in Saint Paul with his family.

Email: jadkins@mncatholic.org 

Dr. Michael Adkins, Director of Academics, Grades 3-6 Latin Teacher - Saint Agnes School

Dr. Michael J. Adkins has taught English, History, Theology, and Latin in elementary, middle, and high

school for over two decades. He holds a Bachelor's Degree in Honors Classics from Gustavus Adolphus

College, a Master's Degree in Catholic Studies from the University of St. Thomas, and he earned his

Doctorate in Education from the University of Mary. Most importantly, he is married to Cynthia, with

whom he leads the online Book Club community for the Word on Fire Institute, and together they have

nine children.

Dan Berthiaume, Latin Faculty - Saint Agnes School

Mr. Berthiaume grew up in the Twin Cities area of Minnesota and graduated from Saint Agnes School in

2000. He earned his undergraduate and master’s degrees from the University of St. Thomas. Mr.

Berthiaume returned to Saint Agnes as a Latin teacher in 2008 and has been here ever since. He and his

wife Becki have 6 children, 5 of whom currently attend Saint Agnes, the other of whom is a proud

alumnus. When he's not teaching Latin, Mr. Berthiaume is likely coaching soccer, hockey, or softball—or

watching his children play the same.
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Ben Blackhawk, Math Faculty - Epiphany Catholic School

Ben Blackhawk teaches Middle School Math at Epiphany and holds a B.A. in Math and Music Education

from St. Olaf College. He joined Epiphany in 2018 and, in addition to teaching math, has also taught

Latin and directed the male choir. Before coming to Epiphany, Mr. Blackhawk was the founding high

school math teacher at Providence Academy in Plymouth when it opened in 2001. He spent 17 years

there, teaching all levels of math and directing the Upper School choir. Beyond the classroom, Mr.

Blackhawk serves as Director of the Latin Mass Choir and Schola at All Saints in Northeast Minneapolis.

He and his wife Rae, married for 41 years, have raised six children and are now blessed with 15

grandchildren.

Dr. Ann Brodeur, Chair of Liberal Arts & Education - Catholic International University

Dr. Ann Wolfgram Brodeur is the Chair of Education & Liberal Arts. She received her doctorate in

Medieval History from the University of Toronto, her master’s in Medieval Studies from The Catholic

University of America, and her bachelor’s from Franciscan University. She also studied at the Center for

Medieval and Renaissance Studies at St. Michael’s Hall, Oxford. For nearly two decades, she has taught

graduate and undergraduate courses in Catholic Studies, History, and Education at the University of

Toronto, the University of St. Thomas (St. Paul), and the University of Mary. She joined Catholic

International in 2024.

Dr. James Chastek, Head of Humanities, Instructor of Math, Philosophy, & Theology -

Chesterton Academy 

Dr. Chastek has thirty years of experience in small Catholic liberal arts programs and has been designing

and implementing curricula in Catholic high schools since 2000. He has taught every grade from 1-12 and

has taught every course offered in a Catholic liberal arts high school, both in the math/ science

departments and the humanities. He is a senior faculty member and Head of Humanities and an instructor

in math, philosophy, and theology at Chesterton Academy, where he was taught since 2010, and played a

central role in designing and revising a curriculum now used at over 70 schools. He lives in Saint Paul

with his wife and six children. 
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David Gockowski, Director of the Lower School - Saint Agnes School

A native son of St. Paul, MN, David has worked in Catholic Education for the over a decade--from special

education, elementary classroom teaching, to leading the Lower School at Saint Agnes. Recently, David

spent two years helping schools to renew their vision and practice of the classical liberal arts through the

Institute for Catholic Liberal Education (ICLE). His belief in the mission of classical Catholic education

inspires him everyday in his service as an administrator at Saint Agnes School. He, his beautiful wife, and

their five children live in Somerset, Wisconsin and are parishioners at the Church of Saint Agnes.

Dr. Kevin Ferdinandt, Headmaster - Saint Agnes School

Dr. Ferdinandt has been dedicated to working in Catholic education since 1989 and came to Saint Agnes

School in 2015 with an immense wealth of teaching and administrative experience, having taught

Theology, English, and German. He is enthusiastic about teaching a section of high school Theology in

addition to his administrative duties. Dr. Ferdinandt and his wife Carrie have five children and are

parishioners of St. Anne in Hamel.

Dr. Matt Gerlach, Headmaster - Chesterton Academy

Dr. Gerlach joined Chesterton Academy as headmaster in June 2024. He holds a Ph.D. in Theology from

Marquette University, as well as a Master of Arts in Theology and a Bachelor of Arts in Catholic Studies

and Philosophy – both from the University of St Thomas, St. Paul, MN. Dr. Gerlach has a distinguished

career serving in Catholic educational leadership positions in parish, high school, university, and seminary

settings. Over the past 25 years, he has taught Theology, Catholic Studies, or other subjects at Holy

Family Catholic High School, UST, U-Mary, and Sacred Heart Major Seminary.
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Zachary Good, Director of Education, St. John Henry Newman Institute

Zachary has been involved with the SJHNI since its inception in 2021. In addition to his work at SJHNI,

he has more than 15 years of experience teaching, training, and mentoring teachers in Catholic schools.

As the first Dean of Faculty & Curriculum at Sacred Heart Academy, he shaped the philosophy, faculty

culture, and curriculum that helped transform a dwindling parochial elementary school into a thriving K–

12 classical academy. In addition to his administrative and consulting work, Zachary remains dedicated to

the classroom, teaching literature, history, Latin, and philosophy to students in grades 7–12. Zach speaks

frequently on perennial pedagogy, the development of the moral imagination, and the challenges that

digital technology presents to formation of mind and heart. He lives with his wife, six children, and an

ever-evolving homestead near Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Michael Van Hecke, M.Ed., President & Publisher - Catholic Textbook Project

Michael Van Hecke is the president of Catholic Textbook Project and the founder of the Institute for

Catholic Liberal Education, organizations at the forefront of restoring classical learning and faithful

identity in Catholic schools. With more than 30 years of experience—as a classroom teacher, headmaster,

publisher, and education advisor—Van Hecke has been involved at every level of Catholic education. He

has advanced renewal across parochial, charter, and classical liberal-arts institutions. His rare breadth of

perspective bridges hands-on school leadership with national thought leadership and makes him a

champion for the generational transmission of faith and culture. In his spare time he tends his avocado

ranch with his bride in California.

Timothy Jones, Art Instructor - Chesterton Academy

“Being the third child of the family, and not bred to any trade, my head began very early to be filled with

rambling thoughts” – Robinson Crusoe, Daniel Defoe. At fourteen, I moved from Alaska to Arkansas,

where I finished high school and began college, and having no better plan, eventually picked up an MFA

in Fine Art. For twenty years I worked as a designer and illustrator, during which time I became Catholic. I

returned to oil painting, opened an art gallery, and won some recognition. In 2011 my work came to the

notice of Dale Ahlquist, who invited me to teach art at Chesterton Academy.
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Meggie Langlois, Director of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, Saint Agnes School

Meggie Langlois is a Level I formation leader recognized by the National Office for the Catechesis of the

Good Shepherd and is in the discernment process to become a Level II formation leader. She has over 15

years of experience teaching CGS as well as starting several programs in the Twin Cities area. She

received her Bachelor of Arts Degree in Elementary Education from St. Catherine’s University in Saint

Paul, MN.  Meggie is certified in all three levels of CGS. 

Patrick Lechner, Literature Faculty - Chesterton Academy

Patrick Lechner is from Illinois, but went to college at the University of St. Thomas in Minnesota to study

Catholic Studies. He began teaching in 2017 at Northridge Preparatory School in Niles, IL. He has been

teaching at Chesterton Academy of the Twin Cities since 2018, got married in 2018, and has four

children.

Sean Maltbie, J.D., Director of Mission & Outreach - St. John Henry Newman Institute

To help accelerate the Renewal, Sean identifies partner schools and organizations that align with the

mission. Prior to coming about SJHNI, he walked away from a flourishing legal career to become the first

headmaster of Sacred Heart Academy in Grand Rapids, Michigan. From 2014 to 2023, he led the school’s

renewal project from a nadir of 69 students to nearly 400. Today, Sean serves as its first president, guiding

the Academy into its second decade of renewal. Earlier in his career, Sean served in the U.S. Air Force

and Michigan Air National Guard for 30 years, retiring as a colonel in 2022. He also worked in private

practice in Grand Rapids and later as an Assistant United States Attorney for the Western District of

Michigan. Sean is married with two adult children and has served on numerous professional and

community boards.
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Alexis Mausolf, Classical Curriculum Specialist - St. Ambrose Center, University of Dallas

Alexis received a B.A. in Russian Studies from Washington and Lee University and a M.A. in German

from Florida State University because of her love of words and language. She has experience teaching in

various formats – private school and homeschool, online and in person, from kindergarten to college, and

from community college to university. From 2016-2019 she helped develop a PreK-8 theology curriculum

as a writer/editor. Her current position with the University of Dallas allows her to explore classical

pedagogy and support classroom teachers with professional development and training in the art of teaching

the Trivium.

Benjamin D. Montedonico, M.A., Theology & History Faculty - Chesterton Academy

Mr. Montedonico teaches 10th grade theology and 12th grade history at Chesterton Academy. Prior to his

current role, he spent four years at Epiphany Catholic School in Coon Rapids, where he served as a middle

school medieval history and literature teacher before moving into an administrative role as Interim

Principal. During his time in administration, Mr. Montedonico oversaw the development of the first-ever

Twin Cities Consortium for the Renewal of Catholic Education. Mr. Montedonico has a Bachelor of Arts

in Communications from Thomas Edison State University and a Master of Arts in Humanities with a

Classical Education Concentration from the University of Dallas. He is also a 2024 graduate of the

Institute for Catholic School Leadership at St. Paul Seminary. He and his wife, Jenna, along with their

two young sons attend the Church of St. Anne in Hamel, MN.

Oona Myhre, M.Ed., Founder & Executive Consultant - The Earliest Edge LLC

Oona Myhre is an early childhood education leader, author, and founder of The Earliest Edge, where she

supports schools and early learning programs through executive coaching, curriculum development, and

strategic consulting. With over 15 years of experience—including statewide leadership for 140+ Catholic

preschools—she specializes in program excellence, regulatory compliance, executive functioning skill

development, and educator training. Oona holds a Master’s in Educational Leadership, a Bachelor’s in

Early Childhood Education with a minor in Special Education, and a Minnesota teaching license. She is

dedicated to empowering educators and families by creating developmentally rich, joy-centered learning

environments where young children thrive.
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Dr. Michael Naughton, Director of the Center for Catholic Studies - University of St. Thomas

Michael Naughton has been a teacher for over 40 years on both secondary and university levels. He is

currently the director of the Center for Catholic Studies at the University of St. Thomas (Minnesota),

where he holds the Koch Chair in Catholic Studies. Dr. Naughton is author, co-author and co-editor of 12

books and monographs and over 70 articles. His most recent book is called What We Hold in Trust:

Rediscovering the Purpose of Catholic Higher Education (coauthors Don Briel and Ken Goodpaster). Dr.

Naughton serves on several boards including the University of Mary, Saint Agnes School’s Headmaster’s

Advisory Board and Catholic Eldercare. 

William Perales, M.A., Director - St. Ambrose Center, University of Dallas

William Perales worked in Catholic education for over twenty years as a teacher and principal at both the

elementary and high school levels. A graduate of the St. Ignatius Institute’s Catholic Great Books Program

at the University of San Francisco, William has led and assisted schools transitioning to a classical liberal

arts vision. He helped establish and led instruction in the Diocese of Fort Worth’s New Teacher

Formation Institute, introducing new teachers to the vision of Catholic education while forming them in

instructional approaches that are rooted in the liberal arts tradition of cultivating the imagination, faith,

virtue, and wisdom.

Becky Riethmeier, MSSE, Middle School Science Faculty & Science Curriculum Coorinator -

Epiphany Catholic School

The intersection of faith and science has always been a passion for Becky Riethmeier, and she is thankful

every day that God led her to Catholic schools. She's been teaching for over 25 years in Minnesota, Ohio,

and Brazil, and has focused most of her career on middle school science. Becky's hobbies mostly include

activities she can do outside like hiking, camping, and gardening, although she also likes to sing and has

recently started to learn chant. 
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Andrew T. Seeley, Ph.D., Director of Advanced Formation for Educators - Augustine Institute

Andrew Seeley received a Licentiate from the Pontifical Institute in Medieval Studies in Toronto and a

Ph.D. in Medieval Studies from the University of Toronto. In three decades as a Tutor at Thomas Aquinas

College, Dr. Seeley taught every subject in its integrated Great Books curriculum. He is co-author of

Declaration Statesmanship: A Course in American Government. Dr. Seeley co-founded the Institute for

Catholic Liberal Education in 2005. He recently co-founded the Boethius Institute for the Advancement

of Liberal Education with Dr. Jeffrey Lehman. For his work in the renewal of liberal education, he was

named as the 2023 recipient of the Circe Institute’s Paideia Prize. He is an avid devotee of the works of

JRR Tolkien, and an amateur director of the plays of William Shakespeare.

Jennifer Soriano, Art Faculty, Saint Agnes School

Jennifer Soriano grew up on Minneapolis' vivacious North side, but made the move to St. Paul where she

enjoys St. Paul's active arts community. She received her B.A. in Studio Art from the University of Dallas

and her MFA in Illustration from Academy of Art University in San Francisco. A veteran art instructor,

Jennifer has been teaching drawing and painting professionally for 26 years. She received an American

Advertising Award for her work designing Barley Johns Brewery's main product line character. Her work

has been featured in Artist's Magazine, The Best of Drawing, and was the 2021 Best Drawing Winner at the

Minnesota State Fair. Her work is a part of the permanent collection of the Minnesota History Center and

in private collections throughout the United States.

Justin Shay, Director of the Certificate in Catholic School Leadership - Saint Paul Seminary

Justin Shay is a Catholic educator with experience in teaching and leadership at the elementary, high

school, and graduate levels. Currently the program director for the Graduate Certificate in Catholic

School Leadership at St. Paul Seminary at the University of St. Thomas, Justin is passionate about

fostering education according to the heart and mind of the Church.
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John Paul Thurau, Director of Catholic School Partnerships - Classic Learning Test

John Paul Thurau is the Director of Catholic School Partnerships at Classic Learning Test, where he

works to advance the renewal of Catholic education through mission-aligned assessment. His background

spans teaching, school administration, and teacher formation, with experience across both the Humanities

and STEM disciplines. In addition to his work in education, he has coached youth sports for more than a

decade. JP earned a B.A. in Classical Liberal Arts from Thomas Aquinas College and an M.A. in

Humanities with a concentration in Classical Education from the University of Dallas. JP and his wife,

Gabriela, reside in Santa Paula, California with their seven children.

Leila Vance, 2nd Grade Faculty - Saint Agnes School

Mrs. Vance holds a B.A. in Elementary Education from the College of St. Catherine (1991). Vance also

holds a certificate as a Reading Specialist (2017), an M.A. in Education from University of St. Thomas,

and she's also a certified Orton-Gillingham Reading Tutor (2019). Mrs. Vance has served as a Lead

Teacher at Saint Agnes School where she has taught 2nd grade since 2011. Mrs. Vance is married to

Deacon Chris Vance and they have six children. 

Patrick Whalen, Founder & CEO - Iliad Athletics

Patrick is founder and Chief Executive Officer of Iliad Athletics. He served for over a decade in the

United States Marine Corps where he deployed multiple times and served in a variety of leadership roles.

He has extensive educational experience as a teacher, head of school, school founder, and consultant.

Patrick co-founded St. Martin's Academy and was its founding headmaster. Father of four, Patrick works

and trains alongside his family on their homestead in Michigan.

Sr. Maria Canisius Willey, O.P., Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist; English

Faculty - Saint Agnes School

Sr. Maria Canisius, O.P. entered the Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist in 2010, after

earning a bachelor’s degree in German and history at the University of Northern Iowa and a master’s

degree in history at Saint Louis University. She has taught German, history, and English to high school

students for nine years and has earned two additional master’s degrees in education at the Catholic

University of America and theology at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary. Her teaching craft constantly

benefits from living with other educators in her religious community.
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