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Dear Griffin Families,  

 

Welcome to the 2025-2026 School Year! Please read through this newsletter in its 

entirety for information regarding the start of the school year. If you have any questions, 

please contact the Main Office via phone at (925)939-8600 or the Office Manager via 

email at lopezla@mdusd.org. We are excited to see everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

2025-2026 Administrators:  
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GRIFFIN DAY: Wednesday, July 30 & Thursday, July 31 

Griffin Day is a guided tour of our campus for students by Leadership Students that will end with a 

presentation in the Leadership classroom.  

 

★​ Parents, please drop off your students at the Front Gate, as the back gate will not be opened for 

this event. 

 

★​ This is a student-only tour, however, our Office Manager Lexus Lopez, will be stationed outside of 

the Main Office for Parent/Guardian assistance, if needed. See fliers below for more information. 
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Important AERIES/HOMELINK Information:  

If you do not have an AERIES/HOMELINK account, please start by clicking this link and creating an 

account here(Spanish). AERIES works best on a desktop or laptop computer. 

 

★​ Student Verification Codes: 

○​ When adding a student to your account, you will need your students’ ID number and 

Verification Code. Please click this link(Spanish) for step by step instructions. 

○​  If you have not added your student to your account already, please email any of the 

Office Staff members to receive the necessary information.  
■​ Lexus Lopez, Office Manager - lopezla@mdusd.org 

■​ Barbara Wheeler, Attendance Secretary - wheelerb@mdusd.org 

■​ Marina Halim, Secretary - halimm@mdusd.org  

★​ AERIES DATA CONFIRMATION (REQUIRED): 

○​ AERIES Data Confirmation window opens on July 25, 2025. All families are required to 

complete the Data Confirmation before August 1, 2025.  

○​ Please be sure to fill out all of the forms and update all information. Take your time and 

be thorough as this process could take a few minutes.  
■​ You will not be able to make changes yourself after this window closes and will 

need to contact the Main Office for assistance in changing information on yours or 
your student’s account afterward.  

○​ Here is a step by step tutorial on how to complete the Data Confirmation.  

★​ Class Schedules  

○​ Your student’s class schedule will be available on AERIES no earlier than August 4th 

after 4pm under the “Classes” tab.  

 

PARENTSQUARE: 

★​ Please be sure that you have created a ParentSquare account and have linked your student to 

your account. This is our main source of communication. It is important that your notifications 

are set like the photo below to not miss anything: 
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Parent Purchases: 

All purchases for items, donations, tickets for events, and more are made through our Webstore unless it 

is a third party vendor (ex. PFA, Yearbooks, Studio One Photos). 

★​ PE Uniforms 

○​ PE Uniforms can be purchased on the webstore. Distribution will happen during school 

hours and be announced at a later date.  

○​ All students receive 1 shirt and 1 pair of shorts. Any extras must be purchased.  

■​ Contact the Main Office for questions.  

★​ Optional (but recommended) Chromebook Insurance  

○​ All chromebook questions can be directed to our Secretary, Marina Halim. 

★​ School Supplies List  

★​ Classroom, Club, and other donations 

○​ We are always accepting donations on our Webstore. Please click the Category you wish 

to donate to, from the tabs at the top of the screen. We appreciate your generosity and 

dedication to Foothill Middle School! 

 

 Parent Faculty Association (PFA): 

Our PFA, run by President Amanda Norton, hosts socials for our students, fundraisers, and sells Griffin 

Swag. 

★​ Konstella 

○​ Please make sure you have a Konstella account to stay updated with PFA events around 

campus.  

★​ PFA Website 
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Attendance: 

If your student is going to be absent, needs to leave early, or will be tardy, please let Barbara Wheeler, our 

Attendance Secretary, OR the Main Office know ahead of time. See the document below for more 

information.  
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Address Verification and Vaccination Records: 

★​ Address Verification: 

○​ All Parents of 6th Graders and Students new to FMS must come into the Main Office to 

complete an address verification by August 4, 2025. This is required by the District. All 

address verification procedures are delegated by the District.  

■​ You must provide: 

●​ 1 form of Identification (Driver’s License, State ID, Passport or 
Consulate-Issued Photo ID, Military ID, Government issued photo 
ID) 

●​ 2 forms of Address Documents: 

○​ Property tax payment receipt 

○​ Rental contract/lease along with a receipt of payment 

○​ Utility service contract, statement, or payment receipt 

○​ Voter’s Registration 

○​ Any correspondence from a government agency 

○​ Pay stub. 

●​ Please advise, you may only provide 1 document from each category 

and 2 documents are needed.  

○​ You may show them to us digitally, however we must see the 

original copies of these items. 

★​ Tdap Record: 

Per the state of California, receiving a Tdap Vaccination is a requirement for all 7th graders to attend 

school.  

○​ It is possible your child has already received their Tdap booster, as it is usually 

administered somewhere around the eleventh birthday. If this is the case, please deliver a 

copy of your child's immunization record to the office, or you may email it to 

wheelerb@mdusd.org .  

○​ If your child has NOT gotten their Tdap booster, it is crucial that you schedule an 

appointment to get this done prior to the start of school on August 6. They will not be 
able to attend class without it. 

 

First Quarter Important Dates: 

★​ August 6th: First Day of School 

○​ Please note, the first day of school is a WEDNESDAY and school will end at 1:40pm 
(regular Wednesday release time.) 
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■​ Bell Schedule 

■​ Drop/Rotate 

■​ Daily Bell Schedule 

★​ August 14 and 15: Picture Day 

○​ Link to purchase photo packages will be sent out at a later date. 

★​ August 28: Back to School Night 

○​ Parents Only! 

○​ More information to be sent out at a later date.  

★​ September 1: Labor Day  

○​ NO SCHOOL 

★​ September 9: Minimum Day 

○​ Bell Schedule 

★​ October 2: Makeup Picture Day 

○​ For students who missed the first two picture days. 

 

 

Notes, Courtesies, and Miscellaneous Information: 

★​ First Day of School (Wednesday, August 6th) Expectations: 
○​ A large map of campus will be displayed in the quad. Leadership Students and Staff 

members will assist with guiding students to their classes, retrieving their schedule, etc. 

○​ Parents/Guardians are not to be on campus.  

■​ You must always check into the Main Office when coming on to campus. 

○​ Bring your backpack, pencils, and a notebook at minimum. 

○​ Bring your Chromebook fully charged (chargers stay at home.) 

○​ Bring a snack and a lunch if you do not want to receive free meals from the cafeteria. 

○​ Bring a water bottle (filling stations are available around campus). 

○​ Arrive on time!  

■​ Campus is open at 7:45am 

■​ 1st bell is 8:10am  

■​ Be in the classroom by 8:15am 

■​ Students will meet for all seven (7) classes - periods: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, & 7. 

○​ Band students do not need to bring their musical instruments on the 1st day. 

○​ Dismissal is at 1:40pm. 

■​ Every Wednesday is early dismissal at 1:40pm 

■​ Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday dismissal is at 2:30pm 

★​ Drop-Off and Pick-Up Expectations: 
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○​ The staff parking lot is NOT a drop off or pick up zone. If you are parking to come on to 

campus, please park in the visitor stalls ONLY. 
○​ Use the drop off/pickup circle in the morning & afternoon or use the other exits for drop 

off/pick up. Please follow the signs. 

■​ Please note: Right turn only when exiting the drop off/pick up circle. 
○​ We encourage students to walk/bike/scooter/skateboard to school and please practice 

biker/pedestrian safety. 
■​ Bikes/Scooters/Skateboards are not to be ridden on campus and must be walked 

on to campus after entering the gate.   
○​ There are four pedestrian/bike/scooter/skateboard entrances:  

■​  Front gate 
■​  Service road gate 
■​  Deerpark gate 
■​ Via Monte gate  

★​ Foothill Middle School Policies and Procedures 

○​ Chromebook/Device Use and Agreement Handbook 
★​ Food Services 

○​ The “California Universal Meal'' program continues in the 2025-2026 school year. It has 
been written into Ed Code and will continue indefinitely.  All school districts are required 
to offer one breakfast and one lunch during the school day to all students at no cost. 
Your enrolled student is already set up to receive these meals. No action is required. If 
your student would like additional meals, you will have to pay for those. 

★​ The Creek is a non-profit, after-school expanded learning program. Open to all students. 
Please visit their website for more information. 

★​ Foothill Clubs 

○​ Foothill does have various Clubs on campus, however they do not start operating until 
late August-September. More information on Club Day (student sign-ups during lunch) 
and what clubs will be available this school year will be relayed to your student at a later 
time. 

★​ MDUSD Home Page 
★​ MDUSD 2025-2026 Calendar 
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