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Dear Griffin Families,

Welcome to the 2025-2026 School Year! Please read through this newsletter in its
entirety for information regarding the start of the school year. If you have any questions,
please contact the Main Office via phone at (925)939-8600 or the Office Manager via
email at Jopezla@mdusd.org. We are excited to see everyone!

BT

2025-2026 Administrators:
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GRIFFIN DAY: Wednesday, July 30 & Thursday, July 31

Griffin Day is a guided tour of our campus for students by Leadership Students that will end with a

presentation in the Leadership classroom.

% Parents, please drop off your students at the Front Gate, as the back gate will not be opened for
this event.

% This is a student-only tour, however, our Office Manager Lexus Lopez, will be stationed outside of

the Main Office for Parent/Guardian assistance, if needed. See fliers below for more information.
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Important AERTES/HOMELINK Information:

If you do not have an AERIES/HOMELINK account, please start by clicking this link and creating an
account here(Spanish). AERIES works best on a desktop or laptop computer.

% Student Verification Codes:

o  When adding a student to your account, you will need your students’ ID number and
Verification Code. Please click this link(Spanish) for step by step instructions.
o If you have not added your student to your account already, please email any of the
Office Staff members to receive the necessary information.
m Lexus Lopez, Office Manager - lopezla@mdusd.org

m  Barbara Wheeler, Attendance Secretary - wheelerb@mdusd.org
m  Marina Halim, Secretary - halimm@mdusd.org

% AERIES DATA CONFIRMATION (REQUIRED):

o AERIES Data Confirmation window opens on July 25, 2025. All families are required to
complete the Data Confirmation before August 1, 2025.

o Please be sure to fill out all of the forms and update all information. Take your time and
be thorough as this process could take a few minutes.

= You will not be able to make changes yourself after this window closes and will
need to contact the Main Office for assistance in changing information on yours or
your student’s account afterward.

o Here is a step by step tutorial on how to complete the Data Confirmation.
* Class Schedules
o Your student’s class schedule will be available on AERIES no earlier than August 4th
after 4pm under the “Classes” tab.

PARENTSQUARE:

% Please be sure that you have created a ParentSquare account and have linked your student to
your account. This is our main source of communication. It is important that your notifications
are set like the photo below to not miss anything:

Notification Settings:

URGENT ALERTS & NOTICES &

Sent fo all emails and phones and cannot be disabled

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS & MESSAGES @ SCHOOL ALERTS @
Notification frequency applies to posts only
&= Email » Text 0 Get App
Foothlll Middle School or Digest of Digest Off | Instant | Digest on

Mt. Diablo Unifled School Disirict or Digest of Digest off | instant | Digest on

By enabling fext messaging, you wil receive alerts, codes and updates. Message and data rates may apply. Message frs-quenzl.w varies. Reply HELP for Help or STOP to opt out. SMS Terms of Service


https://drive.google.com/file/d/10EyHdtcRkuuTZKlXlgidD4QvLUEFvPEB/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cRqzEKTZVCxBpkm2CQfD4HpYy-PoqKX4/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1We3zu4nZ9FqT-Bu16r-339Ki_7F-5jju/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11urN2kqhUag6s2IAblF9xUaS_rLVGm1U/view
mailto:LOPEZLA@MDUSD.ORG
mailto:WHEELERB@MDUSD.ORG
mailto:HALIMM@MDUSD.ORG
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nkH-5AQOP-siHLYF1k_DkhGjgEYpPYPD/view
https://www.parentsquare.com/signin
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Parent Purchases:
All purchases for items, donations, tickets for events, and more are made through our Webstore unless it
is a third party vendor (ex. PFA, Yearbooks, Studio One Photos).
% PE Uniforms
o PE Uniforms can be purchased on the webstore. Distribution will happen during school
hours and be announced at a later date.
o All students receive 1 shirt and 1 pair of shorts. Any extras must be purchased.

m  Contact the Main Office for questions.

% Optional (but recommended) Chrom k In
o All chromebook questions can be directed to our Secretary, Marina Halim.
% School Supplies List
% Classroom, Club, and other donations
o We are always accepting donations on our Webstore. Please click the Category you wish
to donate to, from the tabs at the top of the screen. We appreciate your generosity and
dedication to Foothill Middle School!

Parent Faculty Association (PFA):
Our PFA, run by President Amanda Norton, hosts socials for our students, fundraisers, and sells Griffin
Swag.
% Konstella
o Please make sure you have a Konstella account to stay updated with PFA events around

campus.
% PFA Website

BOARD DIRECTORY

Amanda Norton Kelly Westover Sarah Foster

PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT MARKETING AND COMMUNICATION

PRESIDENT.FOOTHILLPFA[@]GMAIL[.]COM VPSTRATEGICPLANNING.FOOTHILLPFA FOOTHILLCOMMUNICATION[@]GMAIL[.]cOM
[@]GMAIL[.]com

Amy Graham Mike Pablo Leslie Van

SECRETARY TREASURER EDUCATION FUND

SECRETARY.FOOTHILLPFA[@]GMAIL[.]COM TREASURER.FOOTHILLPFA[@]GMAIL[.]COM EDFUNDFMSPFA[@]GMAIL[.]JCOM

Stacey Henley OPEN

REVENUE OFFICER

FUNDRAISING

FINSECFOOTHILLPFA[@]GMAIL[.]COM

CONTACT US!

2025-2020



https://fmspayonline.myschoolcentral.com/(S(xbja21w12mrllznwkvzk1n4f))/Index.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hhKIgkWRfzB5fZNZaqEVsvn5K0IB-J_W/view?ts=687ea3eb
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oV3dguV7488JioTES2y3uUAZ4_2nRb7FlgHB3yhbW6M/edit?usp=sharing
https://pfafoothill.com/
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If your student is going to be absent, needs to leave early, or will be tardy, please let Barbara Wheeler, our
Attendance Secretary, OR the Main Office know ghead of time. See the document below for more
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Attendance:

information.

Foothill Middle School Attendance 2025-2026

Attendance office hours 7:30am — 4:00pm
925-682-8000 x5702 for reporting absences

foothillatten

ance@mdusd.org

CLEARING ABSENCES

All-Day & Partial Day Absences
must be cleared within 3 school days,

Call the Foothill ABSENCE LINE
925-682-8000 x5702

Leave the following information on the voicemail:
e Student’s name (Always SPELL the last name)
Grade
Reason for Absence (required)
Date(s) of absence(s)
Person & relationship making the call
{Please SPELL the last name)
* Your BEST daytime phone number

More than 12 excused absences due toillness in a
school year is considered excessive (AR5113);
verification by a physician will be required for
subsequent absences due to illness or medical
appointments.

VALID EXCUSES FOR ABSENCES
(CA Ed Code 48205/ MDUSD BP/AR 5113)

® llness or injury of the student

o Medical, dental, optometric, or chiropractic
appointments

e Student attendance at a funeral service of close family
member

e Quarantine imposed by a city or county health official

Unexcused absences that the school should be notified of:
e Vacations
# Transportation issues
& Sporting Events

Always check your HomeLink account under Attendance. If
there is an A" or “T" code, please call Foothill to either clear the
Absence/Tardy or inquire regarding the reason for the codes..

Students & Teachers have three days to correct any errors,
Students may pick up the Attendance Correction Forms in the
office to give to the teacher. The office needs to wait for
verification from the teacher before the error can be fixed.

OFF CAMPUS PASS

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED: 5end a note with your child to
the Foothill Office before school starts in order for your
student to leave campus during normal school hours,

On your note state the following:
®  Your child’s name
Your child’s grade
Reason for leaving during school hours
Who is picking up your child
Time of pick-up
Your telephone number
& Your signature
Your child will be issued an Off Campus Pass, then will sign
out in the office and will meet you in front of Foothill for
pick-up at the designated time.

If you are unable to send your child with a note, you can
call Foothill directly: 925-939-8600.

Request an Off Campus Pass over the phone at least 1
HOUR AHEAD of your intended pick-up time. Please note:
We may not be able to send for your child in a timely
manner at the end of the school day if you did not follow
the 1 HOUR protocol,

FOR YOUR CHILD’S SAFETY

Foothill is a closed campus. It is essential that the Foothill Office
knows your child’s location while on and off campus during
school hours,

For your child's safety, students are not to leave campus
WITHOUT an Off Campus Pass during school hours.

Upen returning from an appointment or if arriving late to school,
students are required to check-in at the Foothill Office BEFORE
going to class and receive a Re-admit Slip.

Absences will not be cleared if a student leaves campus without
an Off Campus Pass.

If a student is sick or not feeling well during the school day, the
student must call from the front office and office personnel will
speak directly to the parent /legal guardian. This is designed for
student safety and wellbeing.

Please note that we do not have the facilities for ill or injured
children and appreciate an immediate response for your child’s
welfare. Your emergency contacts on AERIES/HomeLlink must be
kept current,

2025-2020
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Address Verification and Vaccination Records:

% Address Verification:
o All Parents of 6th Graders and Students new to FMS must come into the Main Office to
complete an address verification by August 4, 2025. This is required by the District. All
address verification procedures are delegated by the District.

m  You must provide:
e 1 form of Identification (Driver’s License, State ID, Passport or

Consulate-Issued Photo ID, Military ID, Government issued photo
ID)
e 2 forms of Address Documents:
o Property tax payment receipt
o Rental contract/lease along with a receipt of payment
o  Utility service contract, statement, or payment receipt
o Voter’s Registration
o Any correspondence from a government agency
o Pay stub.
e Please advise, you may only provide 1 document from each category
and 2 documents are needed.
o You may show them to us digitally, however we must see the
original copies of these items.
% Tdap Record:
Per the state of California, receiving a Tdap Vaccination is a requirement for all 7th graders to attend
school.

o ltis possible your child has already received their Tdap booster, as it is usually
administered somewhere around the eleventh birthday. If this is the case, please deliver a
copy of your child's immunization record to the office, or you may email it to
wheelerb@mdusd.org .

o If your child has NOT gotten their Tdap booster, it is crucial that you schedule an
appointment to get this done prior to the start of school on August 6. They will not be

l nd cl with it.

First Quarter Important Dates:

% August 6th: First Day of School
o Please note, the first day of school is a WEDNESDAY and school will end at 1:40pm

(regular Wednesday release time.)


mailto:wheelerb@mdusd.org
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m Bell Schedule
m  Drop/Rotate
m Daily Bell Schedule
% August 14 and 15: Picture Day
o Link to purchase photo packages will be sent out at a later date.
% August 28: Back to School Night
o Parents Only!
o More information to be sent out at a later date.
% September 1: Labor Day
o NO SCHOOL
% September 9: Minimum Day
o Bell Schedule
% October 2: Makeup Picture Day

o For students who missed the first two picture days.

Notes, Courtesies, and Miscellaneous Information:
% First Day of School (Wednesday, August 6th) Expectations:

o A large map of campus will be displayed in the quad. Leadership Students and Staff
members will assist with guiding students to their classes, retrieving their schedule, etc.
o Parents/Guardians are not to be on campus.
m  You must always check into the Main Office when coming on to campus.
o Bring your backpack, pencils, and a notebook at minimum.
o Bring your Chromebook fully charged (chargers stay at home.)
o Bring a snack and a lunch if you do not want to receive free meals from the cafeteria.
o Bring a water bottle (filling stations are available around campus).
o  Arrive on time!
m Campus is open at 7:45am
m 1stbellis 8:10am
m Be in the classroom by 8:15am
m  Students will meet for all seven (7) classes - periods: 1, 2, 3,4, 5,6, & 7.

o Band students do not need to bring their musical instruments on the 1st day.

o Dismissal is at 1:40pm.
m  Every Wednesday is early dismissal at 1:40pm
m Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday dismissal is at 2:30pm
* Drop-Off and Pick-Up Expectations:


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A9eqdtmtsR4oSH7O0J4uMOpPA5nAvlzOEikPybPO_MI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q50PuFexga6OYpnAE4X_6i5Vpu4Hitz0fEfi8d2c_mY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UFuKm0IlJm2pYSRyW5YvDjlV6O7e_I9D000t0FHJmvk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cqZaeCJjHRISOOHMXoCr2yyfzqf4EjKO/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103463813752665405565&rtpof=true&sd=true
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o The staff parking lot is NOT a drop off or pick up zone. If you are parking to come on to
campus, please park in the visitor stalls ONLY.

o Use the drop off/pickup circle in the morning & afternoon or use the other exits for drop
off/pick up. Please follow the signs.

m Please note: Right turn only when exiting the drop off/pick up circle.
o We encourage students to walk/bike/scooter/skateboard to school and please practice
biker/pedestrian safety.
m Bikes/Scooters/Skateboards are not to be ridden on campus and must be walked
on to campus after entering the gate.
o There are four pedestrian/bike/scooter/skateboard entrances:
m Front gate
m  Service road gate
m Deerpark gate
m Via Monte gate
* Foothill Middle School Policies and Procedures
o Chromebook/Device Use and Agreement Handbook
% Food Services
o The “California Universal Meal" program continues in the 2025-2026 school year. It has
been written into Ed Code and will continue indefinitely. All school districts are required
to offer_one breakfast and one lunch during the school day to all students at no cost.
Your enrolled student is already set up to receive these meals. No action is required. If
your student would like additional meals, you will have to pay for those.
% The Creek is a non-profit, after-school expanded learning program. Open to all students.
Please visit their website for more information.
% Foothill Clubs
o Foothill does have various Clubs on campus, however they do not start operating until
late August-September. More information on Club Day (student sign-ups during lunch)
and what clubs will be available this school year will be relayed to your student at a later
time.
* MDUSD Home Page
* MDUSD 2025-2026 Calendar



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xhJhi9KoYqYXkNAc6W_UHbcSOl8s0vS582R951CDfww/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10hfQ_Qw9QWgA3TRkziTOKKze7amRcl5Q_aTBvEVQY3k/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.mdusd.org/departments/business-services/food-nutrition-services
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/sn/cauniversalmeals.asp
https://thecreekyouthcenter.org/
https://www.mdusd.org/
https://mtdiablo.ic-board.com/attachments/5ee0cdf9-ce38-40ca-8847-7ad45e4ba21f.pdf

