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Media Release

CCSD Opens Three Major Facilities in the North Area
to Start 2026

New schools for Ladson Elementary and Morningside Middle are now
online, and a new competition track is complete

North Charleston, SC (January 6, 2026) - The start of the new year was monumental for
Charleston County School District’s Capital Programs, specifically in the North Charleston area.
Two new school buildings opened to students and staff (Ladson Elementary School and
Morningside Middle School), and the North Charleston Track and Field is ready for competition.

Ladson Elementary School

Ladson Elementary School is now open to students and staff. The construction project included
a new 110,000-square-foot facility for 900 students in grades 1 through 5 on the existing Ladson
Elementary campus, located at 3321 Ladson Road. The project was completed on time, with a
budget of $70,094,955, and funded through the Phase V one-cent sales tax.

“This building represents so much more than a physical space; it honors Ladson Elementary’s
100-year legacy and reflects our deep commitment to providing students with the very best
educational environment,” said Principal Cristina Frazzano. “We are incredibly grateful to the
taxpayers, our Board of Trustees, Superintendent Huggins, CCSD, and the construction project
teams who made this vision a reality. We look forward with great excitement to the endless
possibilities ahead.”

The new building addresses overcrowding - providing a modern learning environment for the
growing Charleston County area.

“The Capital Programs team is excited to provide another new state-of-the-art elementary
school with the use of the Phase V one-cent sales tax program that will help prepare our
Charleston County School District students for success,” said Jasmeen M. Shaw, Executive
Director of Capital Programs. “| would like to thank the project team, CCSD departments, staff,
community, and the leadership team for their hard work, support, and for trusting us to get the
job done.”

The project team includes Brownstone Construction Group (Construction Management), Beth
Novak (Project Manager), Marcus Cromedy (Site Manager), SMHa/Craig Gaulden Davis
(Architect), Chambers & Associates (Phase | General Contractor), and Leitner Construction
(Phase Il General Contractor).

Morningside Middle School
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Construction of the new Morningside Middle School is complete. The new 125,000-square-foot
facility will accommodate 900 students in sixth through eighth grades on the existing
Morningside Middle School campus, located at 1999 Singley Lane in North Charleston. The
project budget was approximately $66 million.

“We are beyond thrilled to be back in our Park Circle and Liberty Hill home community,” said
Principal Sharon Randall. “Our new school building is beautiful and offers many opportunities for
our students to continue to grow academically, as well as participate in various extra-curricular
activities.”

Key features of the new 125,000 square foot facility include:

e Modern instructional classrooms and science labs
o State-of-the-art media center, cafeteria, and gymnasium
e« Band/chorus rooms, elective classes, and locker rooms

Students were temporarily housed at the Garrett Academy of Technology while the old school
was being demolished and the new facility was being constructed. The school was also recently
selected to participate in the Palmetto Al Pathways Pilot Program for the 2025-2026 school
year, offering hands-on experience in robotics and artificial intelligence.

“Welcome back home to the Morningside Middle School Mustangs,” added Shaw. “Our Capital
Programs team takes great pride in unveiling this new facility, which will continue to promote
student achievement and learning. We're grateful to everyone involved—the project team,
district departments, school staff, community members, and administrators—for their dedication
and collaboration.”

The project team includes Brownstone Construction Group (Construction Management), Jim
Owens — BCG (Project Manager), Victor Contreras (Site Manager), Caplea/Coe (Architect), and
Contract Construction (General Contractor).

"Facilities in North Charleston were a big emphasis in the current building program, and the new
Morningside Middle School and Ladson Elementary School were the cornerstones of this effort,”
explained CCSD’s Chief Operating Officer Jeff Borowy. “We are proud to give up to 1,800
students of North Charleston world-class educational facilities and to play a role in the district's
academic goals, leading to all students being college and career ready when they leave our
doors for the last time."

North Charleston Track and Field Stadium

The new track and field facility, located next to the North Charleston Stadium, will serve high
schools in the North Charleston area beginning this semester. The project features an eight-
lane competition track designed to meet modern athletic standards, providing student-athletes
with a premier venue for training and competition. The facility includes dedicated areas for long
jump, triple jump, pole vault, and high jump events, as well as separate competition spaces for
shot put, discus, and javelin.

In addition to the track and field amenities, the stadium has been equipped with a new
scoreboard and sound system to enhance the experience for athletes, coaches, and spectators
alike.
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The project team included Cumming Group as construction manager, with Jack McAleer serving
as project manager and Chris Adams as site manager. Reveer Group provided architectural
services for the facility design.

For more information, please contact CCSD’s Office of Communications at (843) 937-6303 or
communications@charlestoncountyschools.qgov.
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About the Charleston County School District

Charleston County School District (CCSD) is a nationally accredited school district committed to providing equitable and quality
educational opportunities for all its students. CCSD is the second-largest school system in South Carolina and represents a unique
blend of urban, suburban, and rural schools spanning 1,300 square miles along the coast. CCSD serves approximately 51,000
students in 90 schools and specialized programs.

CCSD offers a diverse portfolio of educational options and specialized programs delivered to the students of CCSD through
neighborhood, magnet, IB (international baccalaureate), Montessori, and charter schools and programs. Rich educational
opportunities for students include programs in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM); music and other creative
and performing arts; career and technical preparation programs; military; dual credit; and many more.
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