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SCHOOL SPOTLIGHTS

Exciting learning is happening at BES!

Preschool is growing, strengthening fine motor skills,
exploring families and jobs through play, and
preparing for a library visit. Kindergarten celebrated
the holidays with BHS student leaders and is moving

A MESSAGE FROM THE
SUPERINTENDENT

from farms into Native American studies while
building reading and math skills. Second graders dive
into measurement and explore cycles of nature,
seasons, and life cycles.

Learning is in full swing at BIS!

Third graders are wrapping up ancient Rome and
beginning an exciting journey into Norse mythology
through reading and storytelling. Fourth graders
move from poetry and inventors into hands-on
geology using nonfiction texts and real rock samples. :

Fifth graders are thriving with iReady, setting goals, Dear Bellefontaine Families,

tracking progress, and earning fun incentives along As we begin 2026. | want to thank you for your
the way. . T .

continued partnership and trust in
Great progress continues at BMS! Bellefontaine City Schools. Working together,

Students will take their midyear iReady diagnostic in R . L.
January to measure growth and guide instruction. we remain committed to providing safe,

Behavior Ieadershlp remains strong, with most supportive Iea rning envi ronments Where every
students entering the year without behavior minors. . .
Winter athletics are underway, while students shine student can grow, achieve, and thrive.

in Model UN and robotics, with teams advancing to | look forward to the opportunities for |earning’
the state competition.

oty

connection, and success that await our
Busy weeks ahead at BHS! students during the second half of the 2025-
Ohio State Testing and benchmark assessments are
underway to support student growth, while teachers .2026 school ye?r' Your.support plays an
strengthen writing instruction through ThinkSRD important role in helping us reach our shared

strategies. The guidance team is scheduling for next goals

year and hosting Scholarship Night. Students are . .
excelling beyond the classroom with winter sports, | wish you and your family a happy, healthy,

Quiz Bowl, Model UN, and preparations for a lively and successful 2026.
Mamma Mia! production.

As we begin the new year, January is a time to refocus on strong instructional practices
across the district. Teachers are engaging in collaborative conversations and team
planning to reflect on student data, share best practices, and strengthen instruction to
meet the needs of all learners. Grade-level and department teams continue to work

together to align instruction, refine strategies, and support student growth as we move
into the second half of the school year.

As winter brings its own challenges, we are grateful for the dedication and flexibility our
educators show every day. We are thankful for their continued commitment to high-
quality instruction and for keeping students at the center of everything we do. We look
forward to a productive and successful semester ahead!
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CHIEFTAIN HAPPENINGS

District & School Calendar

Jan. 12: BCS Board meeting - 6:30
p-m. @ Distance Learning Center in
BHS

Jan. 15: End of quarter 2 grading
period

Jan. 16: No school - teacher work day

Jan.19: MLK JR Holiday - No School
Jan. 28: Chat with the Superintendent -
6:30 @ Distance Learning Center in BHS

Student Life & Activities

e Jan.13: Logan Co. Spelling Bee;
6p.m. @ Holland Theatre

Reminders:

=

Tips and Tricks:

e Teach and Review Expectations
Talk with your child about school-wide
expectations (such as being respectful,
responsible, and safe) and how those
behaviors look at home and school.

o Acknowledge Positive Behavior
Notice and praise positive choices, effort,
and improvement—it can be as simple as
starting with “I noticed...”. Specific feedback
helps reinforce expected behaviors and
builds motivation.

e Practice Consistency
Consistent routines, expectations, and
responses at home support the positive
behavior systems used at school and help
students feel confident and secure.

¢ Use Mistakes as Teaching Moments
When challenges occur, focus on reteaching
expectations and practicing appropriate
behaviors rather than punishment.

COMMUNITY CONNECTION

January is Board of Education Appreciation Month, a time to recognize and
thank the members of the BCS Board of Education for their service and
leadership. Our board members work behind the scenes setting district

policies, overseeing

budgets, supporting academic achievement, and

advocating for the needs of students and staff. We are grateful for Board
President Colin Yoder and board members Mark Fissel, Kristen Lang, Bryn
Daring-Stewart, and Rick Reed for their dedication, thoughtful decision-
making, and continued commitment to our school community.
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