
Building Strong Community Connections: 
📘 MIDDLE-OF-YEAR (MOY) MCLASS DIBELS® 8 ASSESSMENT📢

REMINDER: SUPERINTENDENT’S NIGHT OUT! 🎉

Hoke County Schools is currently in our Middle-of-Year (MOY) testing
window for mCLASS DIBELS® 8. All students in grades K–5 will participate in
this assessment.

mCLASS DIBELS® 8 is a brief literacy assessment that helps teachers
understand how students are progressing in foundational reading skills
such as phonics, fluency, and comprehension. The results are used to
identify strengths, provide targeted instruction, and monitor reading growth
throughout the year.

🗓 Testing Window: January 6 – January 27

📄 After testing, families will receive a Home Connect letter that explains
your child’s Middle-of-Year results and provides additional information to
help you understand their progress. Click Here to review an example letter.

Thank you for your continued partnership in supporting student literacy! 📚
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PARENT TIPS 
🎉 Back-to-School Scavenger Hunt: Try Something New! 🎒
Kickstart the school year with a fun scavenger hunt focused on exploring new
experiences and building confidence!
📝 Checklist:
1️⃣ New Breakfast Idea: Try a different breakfast to fuel up for the day. 🥞🍎
2️⃣ New Route: Walk or drive a different way to school to mix things up. 🚶‍♀️🚗
3️⃣ New Book: Check out a library book or choose a new story to read together. 📚✨
4️⃣ New Friend: Encourage your child to say hello to someone they don’t usually talk
to. 🤝
5️⃣ New Skill: Practice something your child hasn’t mastered yet, like tying shoes,
zipping a jacket, or writing their name neatly. 👟✏️
6️⃣ New Goal: Help your child set a simple goal for the first month, like “read for 10
minutes a day” or “help a classmate.” 🎯
7️⃣ New Family Activity: Plan a family dinner or game night to talk about the first
week of school. 🍴🎲
8️⃣ Celebrate New Experiences: End the hunt by sharing one thing you and your
child enjoyed trying together! 🎉
💡 Bonus: Share your favorite “new thing” with us! Let’s make 2025 full of fresh starts
and fun adventures. 🌟

Optional Workday - 01/03
PreK Clothes Study Begins - 01/05
Quarter 3 Begins - 01/05
Report Cards Released - 01/09
NC Check-In Testing - 01/12-16
MLK Day/Holiday - 01/19
mClass DIBELS 8 MOY Assessment
Window for students in Grades K-5

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SSmxxIa6fG1GmbGYssHXJnLn2acLxgIG/view?usp=sharing
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MATH MATTERS

Unlock the Magic of Math Through Literature!

Explore the exciting world of mathematics with
your child through the power of storytelling.
Reading books with mathematical themes
reinforces key concepts and makes math more
engaging and relatable. Try these fun activities:

Read math-themed picture books like "When
Sophie Thinks She Can't" by Molly Bang or
"Bean Thirteen" by Matthew McElligott or “The
Math Inspector Series” by Daniel Kenney and
Emily Boever.
Create math-based stories together,
weaving in concepts like counting, fractions,
shapes, or problem-solving.
Identify math concepts in everyday books –
look for patterns, measurements, or
geometric shapes in illustrations.
Enjoy rhymes and songs that incorporate
counting or math facts to make learning fun
and memorable.
Write and solve math riddles as a family,
encouraging creative thinking and number
sense.

These activities not only strengthen
mathematical skills but also develop literacy,
problem-solving, and critical thinking abilities.
By integrating math and literature, you're
helping your child see the real-world
applications of mathematical concepts and
fostering a love for both subjects. Remember,
every story can be a math adventure waiting to
be discovered!

by Dustin Best

READING CORNER
                          BY Mary Haywood
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Warm Words for a Cold Month
Growing Vocabulary in January

Vocabulary plays a big role in reading
success. As students move into more complex
texts, strong word knowledge helps them
understand what they read and clearly share
their ideas. January is a great time to cozy up
with new words that spark thinking and
conversation.
Why “Big” Words Matter
Teachers often focus on Tier Two words—high-
value academic words that appear across
many books and subjects. Words like
fortunate, identical, generous, and absurd help
children express familiar ideas in more
precise, mature ways and better understand
deeper meaning in stories.
For example, a child may know lucky, but
learning fortunate helps them communicate
that idea more clearly.
How Families Can Support Vocabulary at
Home
Small, simple habits make a big difference:

Pick one strong word each week from a
book or conversation.
Explain it in kid-friendly language (e.g.,
“Identical means exactly alike, like
matching mittens.”)
Talk about how the word adds meaning to
the story.
Use the word in real life to reinforce
understanding.
Celebrate new words—try a fun “Word of
the Week” on the fridge.

A Final Thought
Children are capable of learning sophisticated
vocabulary earlier than we often expect. With
simple explanations and everyday use, your
child’s word knowledge can grow all winter
long.



SCIENCE SPOTLIGHT

🌨️ Explore the Wonders of Winter Science! ❄️
With winter upon us, it’s the perfect time to dive into the cool science behind snow and ice! These chilly wonders
offer a fun and hands-on way for kids to see science in action.
💡 How Is Snow Made?
Snow forms when water vapor in the atmosphere cools and condenses into ice crystals. These crystals join to
create snowflakes, which fall to the ground when they’re heavy enough. Fun fact: no two snowflakes are exactly
alike!
✨ The Magic of Freezing Water
Did you know ice floats because it’s less dense than water? When water freezes, it expands—a unique property that
creates fascinating effects in nature, like frozen ponds and frosted windows.
🧪 Winter Science Activities for Families
Get hands-on with winter science! Try freezing bubbles outdoors on a chilly day or create beautiful “ice lanterns”
by freezing water in containers and adding candles. These simple experiments are a great way to explore states of
matter and the properties of water.

by Amber hutchins
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Dream it, test it, prove it—make science your
superpower!

MULTI-TIERED SYSTEM OF SUPPORT FOR YOUR WHOLE CHILD 
BY: LORETTA KIMBLE 

A multi-tiered system of support (MTSS) is a framework that supports the whole child by addressing
their academic, behavioral, social, and emotional needs. MTSS is a proactive approach that uses your
child's data to inform decision-making and improve student outcomes.
It focuses on the “whole child.” That means it supports academic growth, and many other areas, too.
These include behavior, social and emotional needs, and absenteeism (not attending school).

The tiers of support are a huge part of MTSS. They get more intense from one level to the next. For
example, a child getting small group interventions may need to “move up” to one-on-one help.

MTSS supports the adults at the school, too. The Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA) — the main education law for public schools —
cites MTSS as a way to increase teacher effectiveness. ESSA gives
states funding that can be used for professional development to help
teachers use MTSS.

Click on the Penguin to
watch them on the

Penguin Webcam at the
San Diego Zoo

Click on the Polar
Bear to view the Polar

Bear Cam at the
Alaska Zoo.

Remember Alaska is
4 hours behind our

time. 

https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/cams/penguin-cam
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LE8agcLlma8
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/every-student-succeeds-act-essa-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/every-student-succeeds-act-essa-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.borealisbroadband.net/cams/polarbearcam/
https://www.borealisbroadband.net/cams/polarbearcam/
https://www.borealisbroadband.net/cams/polarbearcam/
https://www.borealisbroadband.net/cams/polarbearcam/
https://www.borealisbroadband.net/cams/polarbearcam/
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Discipline
When kids act out it can be tough,
but the key is to remain calm and
consistent. 

It may not be easy to keep your cool
when your child is throwing a
tantrum or your teen refuses to
follow the family rules. But staying
calm is key when your child is acting
out or refusing to listen. We have
discipline tips for a wide range of
challenges and kids of all ages.

BY SHEQUETA HARRIS

PEEK AT PRE-K
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Project CREATE is offering FREE tutoring sessions for
eligible students in grades K–12 in Math, Science, or

Reading/English.
Program Highlights:

✅ 12 FREE one-hour tutoring sessions
📅 Sessions meet twice a week for six consecutive

weeks
⏱️ First come, first served

📍 Open to students residing in Robeson, Hoke,
Scotland, or Cumberland County

🆔 Student must have a 506# or Tribal Enrollment
Number

📘 Students may enroll in ONE session only
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INDIAN EDCUATION
BY: CHRISTINA BULLARD

BY ANNETTE FERNANDEZ
We’re kicking off a Clothes Study to inspire
learning across literacy, math, science, social
studies, the arts, and more!
👕 How You Can Help:
We’re collecting clothes of all types, sizes, colors,
and fabrics to explore together. You can send
items like:

Shirts, pants, dresses, jackets
Hats, scarves, gloves
Unique or cultural clothing

👉 Please label your items so we can return them
safely after our study. We promise to take great
care of them!
🏡 At Home Fun Ideas:

Talk about clothes: Where are they made?
What fabrics are they made from?
Teach simple stitching: Use a large plastic
needle and yarn for fun practice.
Explore stores together: Notice how clothes
are organized and compare prices.
Share old photos: Discuss how clothing has
changed over time.

Thank you for your support and for being part of
our learning journey. Let’s make this study sew
much fun! 🧵✨

Click the image to
see the flyer.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UUuJdKZrZTUkq36cqglp4ZdsLZ2MFQry/view?usp=sharing
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Click on the calendar to find a read aloud for
each National Day in the month of January. 

HOKE COUNTY SCHOOLS;
CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

I-READY PARENT CENTER

NCDPI PARENT CONTENT SUPPORT
GUIDES (GRADES K-12)

RESOURCES  FOR PARENTS
HOKE COUNTY LITERACY RESOURCES
GOOGLE SITE (CLICK HERE)

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSrh4bTH5QX53vo8fuz_QUtcuP4gzMXDQaiptRj6GnMYuXYVMWsRbaxFlGBBDyUngZm3jUKd3w4YSwc/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://www.hcs.k12.nc.us/departments/curriculum-and-instruction/ci-department-home
https://www.hcs.k12.nc.us/departments/curriculum-and-instruction/ci-department-home
https://i-readycentral.com/familycenter/
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/districts-schools-support/office-virtual-instruction-services/rethink-education/parent-and-family-content-support-guides
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/districts-schools-support/office-virtual-instruction-services/rethink-education/parent-and-family-content-support-guides
https://sites.google.com/hcs.k12.nc.us/hoke-county-schools-literacy-r?usp=sharing

