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Federal
McKinney-Vento Act Funding Extension: On December 20, 2024, Congress
passed a Continuing Resolution extending funding for the McKinney-Vento
Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) program at fiscal year
2024 levels through March 14, 2025. 

State (Ohio)
Advance Ohio Higher Education Act: Introduced in January 2025, this
legislation mandates public universities to eliminate undergraduate
programs averaging fewer than five degrees conferred annually over a
three-year period, with possible exceptions upon appeal. 

Local (Columbus)
2025 Summer Youth Program Funding: The City of Columbus is accepting
applications from nonprofit organizations for funding to support summer
programs for youth aged 5-18 residing within city boundaries. 
Columbus State Community College Initiatives: In January 2025, Columbus
State partnered with Ohio universities to explore debt-free education
initiatives, addressing challenges such as student debt and academic
performance. 
 Columbus City Schools Summer Experience 2025: Scheduled from June 23
to July 18, 2025, this program offers immersive learning opportunities for
Pre-K through 8th-grade students, with a family open house on June 18. 

Welcome to your Newsletter!
Our dedicated team is committed to supporting students who are facing a variety of challenges,
including those who experience homelessness, are involved in the foster care and juvenile justice
systems.   We strive to provide comprehensive assistance that addresses both academic and non-
academic barriers.
Our services are rooted in the principles established by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and
the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, ensuring we effectively meet the diverse needs of our
students.

Yours truly,  
Vunessa Allen-Martin, MSW  
CCS-Supervisor, Students & Families in Transition / Editor

WELCOME & KEY UPDATES

Policy & Legal Updates



To support students experiencing homelessness, foster placed, or justice system involvement in
Columbus, Ohio, here is a curated list of resources categorized for easy navigation.

1️⃣ Education
Free Tutoring Services:   

Columbus Metropolitan Library Homework Help Centers: Offers free after-school homework
assistance at all branch locations.
https://www.khanacademy.org/ 
Asian American Community Services: Provides after-school and summer tutoring for grades K-
12

FAFSA Assistance:   Columbus State Community College Foster Youth Support: Offers guidance on
FAFSA applications and financial aid for former foster youth and all CCS graduates.
College Grants:  https://www.collegegrants.org/ 

  2️⃣ Housing & Stability
Shelter Services:

Huckleberry House: Provides a 24/7 crisis shelter for youth aged 12-17 facing homelessness or
family conflict.
Community Shelter Board: Operates a 24/7 hotline connecting individuals and families to
emergency shelters.
Rental Assistance:
RENTFUL: Rent Assistance Hub for Tenants + Landlords -  No one in Franklin County should
lose their home to eviction.

3️⃣ Mental Health
Mental Health Resources from Columbus Public Health

Worksheet: Celebrate the differences in your life 
Worksheet: Empowering Yourself with Healthy Boundaries

 

Teens Beware:  Sextortion Can Happen to Anyone: What to do if you're a victim
St. Vincent Family Center: Same-day access 

4️⃣ Employment
Job Training:

Comprehensive Case Management and Employment Program (CCMEP): Provides employment
assistance and tuition support for youth aged 14-24.

Apprenticeships:
Ohio Apprenticeship Program: Offers opportunities to learn a trade while earning income
Ohio Means Jobs Center: As a job seeker, you can get help finding a job.

RESOURCES & SUPPORT

https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.collegegrants.org/
https://www.collegegrants.org/
https://www.rentful614.com/
https://www.columbus.gov/files/sharedassets/city/v/1/public-health/health-resource-lists/2023-nsw-mh-addiction-list_.pdf
https://www.ccsoh.us/cms/lib/OH01913306/Centricity/Domain/1638/FWqy8F-June_2024_Celebrate_the_differences_in_your_life_en-US.pdf
https://cdn.optumwellbeing.com/pdf/May_2025_Empowering_yourself_with_healthy_boundaries_en-US.pdf
https://www.stopsextortion.com/get-help/
https://www.stopsextortion.com/get-help/
https://svfsohio.org/same-day-access/
https://svfsohio.org/same-day-access/


FREE SUMMER MEALS AT 
COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN LIBRARY 





CLOTHE-A-CHILD PROGRAM
ACCESS CODE: GN2025

(you will need this for your application)
Click the link below

The Charity Newsies Clothe-A-Child program is designed for families in need of
back-to-school clothing assistance. Qualifying families may submit one
application per school year that must include all children receiving clothing.

Applications are submitted online only. We do NOT accept in-person
applications.

Applicants will receive a confirmation email within 3 business days of
submitting the application. The confirmation will include the date & time of
pick-up, the application number to claim the clothing, and a list of the children
on the application. 

Pick-up appointments are scheduled Monday-Thursday and selected before
submitting the application. We do not have weekend pick-up. You may send
someone else to pick up the clothing for you – make sure they have the
confirmation email with the pickup date and time and the application number.

Charity Newsies reserves the right to verify all information provided on the
application. False or incomplete information can delay or deny the approval of
your application.

Applicants are responsible for picking up the clothing at our facilities located
at 4300 Indianola Ave, Columbus, OH 43214. Unclaimed clothing will be
returned to inventory after 1 week, and the application will be closed.
Applicants who fail to pick up their clothing within 1 week of the scheduled
pickup date will NOT be able to reapply until the following school year.

Clothing will be provided based on the dress code of the school indicated and
the clothing sizes selected on the application. Clothing CANNOT be returned
or exchanged, so it is important to select the correct sizes.

Clothe-A-Child Program

Clothing Pick-up Instructions 

https://charity-newsies.my.site.com/s/
https://charitynewsies.org/clothing-pick-up-instructions/
https://charitynewsies.org/clothing-pick-up-instructions/


To support students experiencing homelessness, foster placed, or justice
system  involvement in Columbus, Ohio, consider engaging with the following
community events, advocacy efforts, and support opportunities:

Spotlight on Local Advocacy Efforts

Columbus City Schools’ Students & Families in Transition Program

Overview: This program provides dedicated support to students involved in
foster care, the juvenile justice system, or those experiencing homelessness,
ensuring their educational right and offering necessary resources.  
Learn more:  Students & Families in Transition

Harmony Project

Overview: A community service organization that leverages volunteer efforts to
serve neighbors in need including revitalizing recreation centers, planting
community gardens, and providing meals.
Learn more:  Harmony Project Programs

Treats 4 the Streets

Overview: The organization’s mission seeks to provide restaurant-quality foods,
fresh baked goods, and other basic human necessities to those experiencing
financial crises and displacement.
Learn more:  Treats 4 the Streets Initiative

HOUS FOUNDATION DREAM SCHOLARSHIPS

Do you have a student who would benefit from extracurricular activity or non-
school activity but can’t afford the costs of participation? The Hous Foundation
is a non-profit that removes the financial barriers to participation in non-school
activities, up to $500.  If you have questions, contact Hous Foundation
Executive Director, Sonya Thesing at sthesing@housfoundataion.org or (614)
259-7329.

   Interested in completing a quick survey?  Parent/Guardian Survey

COMMUNITY & EVENTS

https://www.ccsoh.us/Page/10778
https://harmonyproject.com/programs/
https://treats4thestreets.my.canva.site/
https://treats4thestreets.my.canva.site/
https://forms.gle/zvrDUK9H9p2g14TdA




 

Back to 
School 
Student 
Health Fair 

$50 
incentive for

Saturday, August 2 
Saturday, August 9
East High School • 

• 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
 • 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
1500 E. Broad St. 

FREE PARKING

each child who
gets a vaccine.*

This free event is open to the public. Registration is
recommended by scanning the QR code or visiting 
bit.ly/cbus-82925. Limited walk-ins will be available. 

*One incentive per vaccinated child while supplies last.

Questions? Call 614-645-6881 or email 
vaccinehelp@columbus.gov.

JOIN US TO GET BACK TO SCHOOL READY

 VACCINES  TB

TESTING VISION AND

HEARING
 SCREENINGS

ANNUAL PHYSICALS



















Free summer program ideas for K-12 grade students
in Franklin County

1. Columbus Recreation and Parks Department - They often offer free summer camps and
programs for youth, including sports, arts, and educational activities. 

2. YMCA Summer Day Camps - While some programs may have a fee, the YMCA often provides
scholarships or free options for families in need, along with various activities.
(https://ymcacolumbus.org/)

3. Franklin County Public Health - They occasionally host summer programs focusing on health,
nutrition, and physical activity for children. (https://www.franklincountyohio.gov/health/)

4. Local Libraries - Many libraries in Franklin County, like the Columbus Metropolitan Library,
provide summer reading programs and various educational workshops at no cost.
(https://www.columbuslibrary.org/)

5. Community Centers- Various community centers may offer free summer programs that include
sports, arts and crafts, and academic enrichment. 

6. Non-Profit Organizations - Check local non-profits like Big Brothers Big Sisters or Urban League
for any summer programs that provide mentorship and activities for youth.  

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Ohio (https://www.bbbsohio.org/)  
Columbus Urban League (https://www.cul.org)

SUMMER PROGRAMS

https://ymcacolumbus.org/
https://www.franklincountyohio.gov/Resident-Services/Children-Youths/Summer-Programs
https://www.columbuslibrary.org/
https://www.bbbsohio.org/
https://www.cul.org/






Subject: Understanding Accommodations and Modifications

Dear Parents,

To support our district's inclusive learning environment, we want to clarify two key concepts:
accommodations and modifications.

Accommodations are adjustments that help students access the curriculum without changing what they
learn. For example, extended time on tests allows all students to demonstrate their knowledge fairly.

Modifications involve changing the curriculum or expectations based on individual needs. This may include
simplifying assignments or adjusting educational goals to better align with a student's capabilities.

By understanding these differences, you can support your children's unique needs and ensure that they are
thriving in school.

✨ Parent Mentors: Your Free Guide Through Special Education ✨
Navigating the special education system can be overwhelming, but
you don’t have to do it alone! Ohio’s Parent Mentor Program
connects families with experienced parents who provide free
support and guidance to help your child succeed.

What Can a Parent Mentor Do for You?

✅ Understand Special Education – Get help with IEPs, 504 plans,
and school services.
✅ Share Valuable Resources – Learn about programs, rights, and
services available for your child.
✅ Attend School Meetings – Need support during an IEP meeting?
A Parent Mentor can join you.
✅ Bridge the Gap – They help connect families, schools, and
communities for better student success.

Why Reach Out?

Parent Mentors have been in your shoes and are here to empower,
support, and guide you—completely free of charge!

� Find a Parent Mentor near you: parentmentor.osu.edu

Tina Wallace, CCS Parent Mentor
Ph. 380-997-4927

  twallace10110@columbus.k12.oh.us

DID YOU
KNOW?

https://parentmentor.osu.edu/
mailto:twallace10110@columus.k12.oh.us


CREATIVE CORNER
CENTENNIAL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT


