
Supporting Your Child Every Step of the Way

Dear Parents and Guardians,

We understand that life can bring unexpected challenges—whether your family is facing

homelessness, foster care placement, or involvement with juvenile justice. Our team wants you to



know that support is available.

We offer resources that help remove barriers to learning: housing

and transportation assistance, essential school supplies,

emotional support, and more. Our work is guided by federal

protections like ESSA and the McKinney-Vento Act to ensure that every child has a fair chance to

thrive.

If your child is going through a difficult time, please reach out. We’re here to help your family

navigate the support you deserve.

Happy Holidays

Vunessa Allen-Martin, MSW – Editor

Office of Whole Child Supports

Supervisor, Students & Families in Transition

Co-Editor: Waukiina Curtis

Student Data Specialist



Winter Break - December 22 - January 2 (CCS schools closed)

CCS Back in Session - January 5

MLK Jr. Day - January 19 (CCS closed)

Professional Development Day - January 20 - Students not in

attendance

Records Day - January 21- Students not in attendance

All Schools Closed - February 16

Professional Development Day - February 17 - Students not in attendance

Records Day - March 18 - Students not in attendance

Spring Break - April 3 - April 10

CCS Back in Session - April 13

To support students experiencing homelessness, foster placed, or justice system involvement in

Columbus, Ohio, here is a curated list of resources categorized for easy navigation.

COMMUNITY RESOURCE GUIDE 👆

https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/c70a9208-cb4b-415e-86b3-e16dbcb6e8c3/downloads/795e66a2-c5ca-4579-aa8e-9079f9519fce/FCCS%202025%20Resource%20Guide_Digital.pdf?ver=1756481239985


This time of year is busy, busy, busy! That means it’s easy to lose track of IEP progress. Here are a

few tips to help you stay organized and prepare for the second half of the school year.

1. Check in with your child.

Now that the school year is in full swing, check in with your child about how things are going.

What’s working? What are the challenges? Brainstorm together about what could help. You may be

surprised at how insightful your child can be.

2. Organize your IEP binder (or make one if you don’t have one).

You can watch this video on how to make an IEP binder. To get started, all you need is a three-ring

binder, six tabbed section dividers, and a three-hole punch.

If you already have a binder or another system for organizing everything, now’s a good time to sort

through it. Set aside a little time to:

Review it. Make notes about what’s been followed and what hasn’t.

Clean it up. We all know how easily papers get shuffled.

Add to it. Include any recent paperwork or report cards.

3. Schedule time to talk with your child’s teacher or IEP team if you need to.

By law, the IEP team needs to meet at least once a year. But you’re allowed to ask for additional

meetings if you need an issue addressed, or if you just want to communicate how things are going

on your end. Don’t be afraid to let your voice be heard!

Through My Eyes 👆

Step into the world of kids with ADHD, dyslexia, and dyscalculia. See differently, so you can act differently.

Khan Academy Resources 👆

College Grants 👆

https://links.understood.org/s/c/YoNmPWQMfZwcwI9oM-XD8bb4Wr1IEnLA-EcY8Mszfn46HofR-uFmIjdaXQGUbrb5PFJI7CZm5Nrfgp6Z43kKb3KNM19scm0VG1qHun9sivfZxwWaV4h82yUFjraeP0ijvj9HUjPl5V4DL4GXglzku-pW-LRVd1IIK7xrKWniaMxAwHO41TbQ4QGi-0CjhMUPDfyt_4A_KVkGSKr6nu2UKn_iC706n5LV5TiUmj6qonch4qDyQHNtTottnJtiHs2VqWJLdvN5jW6rxSrXdrUZfWJq2kwnTB36KBKzY5dRqr_V_5dNCuqgVgjufBGCeb7F9V4QYlhcm3_Lpyzi3iuXK1Y_nvBLE2RzTpqj0rFQlth5xe60MSqucndm2_HnT6O8Z6Phhbkiu38f60KkMoDvZosvSik4G5rB55E5JQuhN6c1Cmkc7GD7knvw4kSdL2CXVHYvwHocAiRucHflgCySjLGbiegT66gRj75U-gdBDFBMx3TaYOWp8v-sZMK2vCfWTm6JWfT7FNWJc88KUceQkmEiKp6mcMDystds0MDipcPz9jlhe4p1EnH6oExe1mM7znkNzKwTbhUDijEINeBM7OMgcLJqBJBHHDMgzZis-jK3jKvMfCJkczykvRA9RgeMD10aRm19gtG5B9pPS1EdZfzszRD4A0tqfJe9_mXhr40fUY6AgqhZi55WDOd9rto7vw/nGZ02tV9Vle6henwpWSq4JjNPcyxp25B/14
https://links.understood.org/s/c/2uJGjVDaQX6ZZYy3tUmMxTBt1S_9szKigyooSvlLMQ-RFZkNsr-zXggDK_s1wzC0nky8XdZHhWI-fVr4fgiUwwMEWFCc3bwBVRii8OdwE3T2hEVQEXYU5rWyfDkE96650gFx-lFl-ZScOTU95grXPyXJYgnxxA_XOWK_SV7QdIu7Fo7zrCRip46yB0JaIbUuD2jZW73CS3bJNAdcjsjntwdD9B41LALZbIRyw_f3RMdh4JowLSXMse8YiimIlEKG5RN7ha8QQhfV7peQjLmIl9gypDGAnXFNi7LCnnuG6kWBTo4m7hm0BBh6W8ddYLbFXKkrzZnTin4ynlpbC2SFUHRjvYxyxd7dl0yoMGF4rHkt4EFcDoYl0ixjvljaHqsp7mbe6fhOeScrdncEdyQ-OcWRdHiqrhbcMi8_ACN6FPDEbFRspOB_S-dLT35M6yeCeGJZAQ27SVgx1tKpp13OWNfGvjVfg80iaqipA0GoqyLRvBisKe2-NPvkGcgW4S0au7lHhVh2IKTY2pzBqbUX-BuAED1tK3PRDTPGTS7JJ1b-mveUo2Z2PuvNABmcSwUDjnGXKgoNABit8zE_OExJ7psZQL4XObo-PC71qjs4IXblwBaXunla-sIO87dBrPwXOSp2Hw8GuQhNKdtE1RcfqlMOTG-UrjgKq-hnrjdfZ8GaQx18zuEYY5okEtt5MGTCwEwCrxgpRA0507s47zFeKA7YIsOOLT1BL-QqItI/TIjPQF2mxYj7EsP59Kj851zpa2CpKEZP/14
https://links.understood.org/s/c/nrAeN9OjyUq8lMJ5o03CHZ3Wp_d-GBboyZM3DfH5r870lsrnW4y227jJC4TL9EZQbHmuM6MZTwFMTYy_fqAmM02Q6BvtVp1uOqF2LVuM67o96LlTqsESTYOhOxY-u1c9__RvIFgBUorFC0X4sjrNkrTemM4kE0kqXmMUe0y2LU6QoWRuiSzNk4DtT-2lQaJsj9BfJueGEGheI5Xd9bQC4M8liAQo4VUoydaoeMZqWo4zidAdhGlHM2iiaaqGbJ0I9pyIBqgSRpOfX77wA_dfdIjsHWrzAkEOh9TSsNmZD0gaB7g9yAcPtO48ZaUf1AQ4b8RnbToUbK0RKzwsCCA7ysoh5k-tsiEByo-3R1F3lfMkT0kWcNyiGxKX-M624LedphiKxmLL9T_oqoSagt_sPJOZZ4MOC2jbur8K5ifrl3eZsTv6Z-PyULkSSDhaJ9R_4NBKoq0P-WE22bSjYgfmBTjzHKnDPdOBX6RBwCZZGBo4pa06hJq34rsh8kQqlI3p0iAzYUxp7tmDfR1zzk7MnXYsPT-tpb00Rnt9iIcv58INC97zL6QGzeksUPLm3nd278cbFjbzW1X0Vn0FFAMoMZigHWkmymOzlruTZzyH57UgCFCtZKbNl3XN5FlgpUwYu_cb_yrV4gyiYiklLn6zvHXFMLGxvCMUMWpJPUWz_w6CtirEmCRxoQoxVw/N81n1IRzhEOe3_6MZYJIXJ-JFXJ9Z_wA/14
https://links.understood.org/s/c/nrAeN9OjyUq8lMJ5o03CHZ3Wp_d-GBboyZM3DfH5r870lsrnW4y227jJC4TL9EZQbHmuM6MZTwFMTYy_fqAmM02Q6BvtVp1uOqF2LVuM67o96LlTqsESTYOhOxY-u1c9__RvIFgBUorFC0X4sjrNkrTemM4kE0kqXmMUe0y2LU6QoWRuiSzNk4DtT-2lQaJsj9BfJueGEGheI5Xd9bQC4M8liAQo4VUoydaoeMZqWo4zidAdhGlHM2iiaaqGbJ0I9pyIBqgSRpOfX77wA_dfdIjsHWrzAkEOh9TSsNmZD0gaB7g9yAcPtO48ZaUf1AQ4b8RnbToUbK0RKzwsCCA7ysoh5k-tsiEByo-3R1F3lfMkT0kWcNyiGxKX-M624LedphiKxmLL9T_oqoSagt_sPJOZZ4MOC2jbur8K5ifrl3eZsTv6Z-PyULkSSDhaJ9R_4NBKoq0P-WE22bSjYgfmBTjzHKnDPdOBX6RBwCZZGBo4pa06hJq34rsh8kQqlI3p0iAzYUxp7tmDfR1zzk7MnXYsPT-tpb00Rnt9iIcv58INC97zL6QGzeksUPLm3nd278cbFjbzW1X0Vn0FFAMoMZigHWkmymOzlruTZzyH57UgCFCtZKbNl3XN5FlgpUwYu_cb_yrV4gyiYiklLn6zvHXFMLGxvCMUMWpJPUWz_w6CtirEmCRxoQoxVw/N81n1IRzhEOe3_6MZYJIXJ-JFXJ9Z_wA/14
https://www.understood.org/en/through-my-eyes?utm_campaign=20251111_fm_tiptuesday_ds&utm_audience=families&utm_source=dedicated-send&utm_medium=email&utm_content=send&utm_label=b16cd086e38866ed97285cab66d7b5b6
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.collegegrants.org/


Learning Aid Ohio Spring Semester - Free Tutoring 👆

Free Tutoring Services

Columbus Metropolitan Library Homework Help Centers: Offers free after-school homework

assistance at all branch locations.

Asian American Community Services: Provides after-school and summer tutoring for grades

K-12

FAFSA Assistance: Columbus State Community College Foster Youth Support: Offers

guidance on FAFSA applications and financial aid for former foster youth and all CCS

graduates.

Food Pantries 👆

Mid-Ohio Food Collective 👆

RENTFUL: Rent Assistance Hub for Tenants + Landlords 👆

No one in Franklin County should lose their home to eviction.

Emergency Shelters & Drop in Centers 👆

Other Shelter Services:

Huckleberry House: Provides a 24/7 crisis shelter for youth aged 12-17 facing

homelessness or family conflict.

Community Shelter Board: Operates a 24/7 hotline connecting individuals and families to

emergency shelters.

https://learningaidohio.org/become-a-learner/
https://www.cap4kids.org/columbus/food/now/
https://www.ccsoh.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=125&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=53150&PageID=1
https://www.rentful614.com/
https://www.cap4kids.org/columbus/housing/emergency-shelters/


Celebrate the differences in your life 👆

Worksheet: Celebrate the differences in your life

Worksheet: Empowering Yourself with Healthy Boundaries

Teens Beware: Sextortion Can Happen to Anyone: 👆

What to do if you are a victim

St. Vincent Family Center: 👆

Same-day access

Job Training:

Comprehensive Case Management and Employment Program

(CCMEP): Provides employment assistance and tuition support

for youth aged 14-24.

Apprenticeships:

Ohio Apprenticeship Program: Offers opportunities to learn a

trade while earning income job

OhioMeansJobs As a job seeker, you can get help finding a job

Students & Families in Transition
https://www.ccsoh.us/domain/4401

Contact

https://www.ccsoh.us/cms/lib/OH01913306/Centricity/Domain/1638/FWqy8F-June_2024_Celebrate_the_differences_in_your_life_en-US.pdf
https://www.ccsoh.us/cms/lib/OH01913306/Centricity/Domain/1638/FWqy8F-June_2024_Celebrate_the_differences_in_your_life_en-US.pdf
https://cdn.optumwellbeing.com/pdf/May_2025_Empowering_yourself_with_healthy_boundaries_en-US.pdf
https://www.stopsextortion.com/get-help/
https://svfsohio.org/same-day-access/
https://jfs.ohio.gov/job-services-and-unemployment/job-services/job-programs-and-services/comprehensive-case-management-and-employment-program/ccmep
https://jfs.ohio.gov/job-services-and-unemployment/job-services/job-programs-and-services/comprehensive-case-management-and-employment-program/ccmep
https://jfs.ohio.gov/job-services-and-unemployment/job-services/job-programs-and-services/apprentice-ohio/apprentice-ohio
https://www.omjcfc.org/

