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6" GRADE

LANGUAGE ARTS

6" Grade Language Arts - Students will read and comprehend literary and informational text,
including poetry, short stories, novels, and articles. Students will read to determine topic, main idea,
author’s purpose, and theme. Writing content will focus on summary, informational, argumentative,
narrative, and an organized short-constructed response. Students will learn appropriate research
techniques, how to determine the reliability of sources, and an introduction to the process of source
citation.

6" Grade Honors Language Arts - This honors class has the same areas of focus and course of studies
as 6" grade language arts. Students work at an accelerated pace, the content is condensed, and
independence and self-initiative are expected. Advanced novels will be required reading. Mastery of
writing conventions is practiced and expected. Outside-the-box ideas are encouraged in student writing,
as well as the use of sophisticated word choices and strengthening of voice. Students will practice and
master the art of writing five paragraph essays. In addition to interest, students requesting this course
should have a strong body of evidence in language arts, including teacher input, attendance, habits of
mind and CMAS scores in the upper quadrant of the “Meets” or “Exceeds” category in reading and
writing.

MATH

Math 6 - As students transition to middle school mathematics, they will build on their understanding of
numbers from elementary school and begin to learn the abstract components of mathematics. Math
content will focus on four critical areas: (1) connecting ratio and rate to whole number multiplication and
division and using concepts of ratio and rate to solve problems; (2) completing an understanding of
division of fractions and extending the notion of number to the system of rational number, which
includes negative numbers; (3) writing, interpreting, and using expressions and equations; and (4)
developing an understanding of statistical thinking. This work will lay the foundation for the focus on
proportional reasoning in seventh grade.

Accelerated Math 6 - Accelerated Math 6 and Accelerated Math 7 are a two-year compacted course
sequence that provides three years of mathematics content in two years, preparing students for Algebra
1in grade 8. Accelerated Math 6 students study all topics from Math 6 and extend three main concepts
to blend with Math 7. The concept of ratio and rate is extended to proportional relationships, the
concept of rational numbers and integers is extended to operations with integers and rational numbers,



and the study of statistical thinking is extended to statistical inference based on samples. The compacted
nature of the course will require students to be comfortable and proficient in learning math at an
accelerated pace. Placement in Accelerated Math 6 is determined using a body of evidence to support
students’ readiness for success in this course.

SCIENCE

6" Grade Science - Sixth grade science focuses on the overarching theme of systems. Topics include
Light & Matter, Thermal Energy, Water Cycle, Weather, Climate, Rock Cycle, Plate Tectonics, Natural
Hazards, Cells and the connection of Body Systems. Students engage in critical thinking by making claims
and using evidence and scientific reasoning to support these claims. This is expressed both orally and in
written format. STEM (the integration of science, technology, engineering, and math) projects are
incorporated throughout the year.

SOCIAL STUDIES

6™ Grade Social Studies - In 6th grade Social Studies, students will journey through the Western
Hemisphere, exploring its rich history, geography, and modern-day connections. Beginning with the role
of social scientists, students will investigate how ancient societies first settled the Americas, analyze the
lasting impacts of colonization, and examine the ways globalization shapes the modern Western
Hemisphere. Along the way, students will strengthen their nonfiction reading and writing skills through a
balance of digital tools, primary sources, and hands-on critical thinking activities. By connecting historical
events to current world issues, this course fosters a deeper understanding of global citizenship and
empowers students to think critically about the interconnected world we live in.



7" GRADE

LANGUAGE ARTS

7™ Grade Language Arts - Students will read texts to determine central ideas or themes,
compare/contrast, analyze author’s point of view, and evaluate arguments made by others. They will
express their thinking through argumentative, expository, and narrative writing. Written responses to
literature will focus on using details from the text to support ideas. Students will used conventions of
English to express their ideas concisely both in writing and in class discussions.

7" Grade Honors Language Arts - This honors class is the same course of study as 7" grade language
arts with more rigorous discussion and an accelerated pace in reading and writing assignments.
Students will manipulate writing conventions and standard format to achieve a high level of creativity.
Students should be committed to independent reading both in school and at home. In addition to
interest, students requesting this course should have a strong body of evidence in language arts,
including teacher input, attendance, habits of mind, and CMAS scores in the upper quadrant of “Meets”
or “Exceeds” category in reading and writing.

MATH

Math 7 - Seventh grade students will build on their work with rational numbers and algebraic thinking
from sixth grade as they move into deeper and more complex math concepts. Content will focus on four
critical areas, including (1) developing understanding of and application of proportional relationships; (2)
developing understanding of operations with rational numbers and working with expressions and linear
equations; (3) solving problems involving geometric ideas of scale, area, surface area and volume with
two- and three-dimensional shapes; and (4) drawing inferences about populations based on samples.
These concepts will lay the foundation for the algebraic work with linear functions studied in eighth
grade.

Accelerated Math 7 - Students who have successfully completed Accelerated Math 6 continue in this
two-year compacted course sequence preparing them for Algebra 1 in grade 8. Students will complete
their study of Math 7 topics not covered in Accelerated Math 6, including working with expressions and
linear equations and the geometric study of two-and three-dimensional shapes. These concepts extend
to the Math 8 topics of linear equations and the Pythagorean Theorem, respectively. The full content of
Math 8 will be covered in this course. The compacted nature of the course will require students to be
comfortable and proficient learning math at an accelerated pace.



SCIENCE

7™ Grade Science focuses on physical and chemical changes including chemical reactions, metabolic
reactions that allow the body to get energy from food, how matter and energy cycle through cellular
respiration and photosynthesis, how changing environments impact species, and how human activities
and the earth's surfaces interact.

7" Grade Honors Science - Honors Science 7 has the same areas of focus and course of studies as 7"
grade science. Students in this course will have the opportunity to delve deeper into the 7" grade
science curriculum. This course involves more rigorous discussion, more complex reading and writing,
and more challenging assessments. Students in this course are expected to independently push
themselves to take intellectual risks and to synthesize and effectively communicate complex ideas.
Students should be committed to independent reading both in school and at home. In addition to
interests, students requesting this course should have a strong body of evidence in science, including
teacher input, attendance, habits of mind, and CMAS scores in the upper quadrant of “Meets” or
“Exceeds” category in reading, writing, and math.

SOCIAL STUDIES

7" Grade Social Studies - In 7th grade students will embark on a journey through time and across the
eastern hemisphere in this 7th-grade Social Studies course! Through the powerful themes of the human
experience, progress, power, conflict, and human rights, students will delve into pivotal historical events
that have shaped our world. From uncovering the stories of ancient civilizations to analyzing their lasting
impact on the modern era, this course invites students to explore, question, and connect the past to our
present. Students will investigate history, develop critical thinking skills, and discover how the events of
yesterday continue to influence the world today.

7™ Grade Honor Social Studies - Honors Social Studies 7 has the same area of focus and course of
studies. However, this course is designed to provide students with a greater depth of required content at
an accelerated pace to enrich their knowledge of the ancient, medieval, and modern world. Students
are expected to independently demonstrate effective communication, critical thinking, questioning, and
evaluating their own learning in class. Strategies for rigorous practices include but are not limited to
Socratic Seminars, writing DBQs (document-based question), and expanding on academic and historic
vocabulary. In addition to interest, students requesting this course should have a strong body of
evidence in social studies, including teacher input, attendance, habits of mind and CMAS scores in the
upper quadrant of “Meets” or “Exceeds” category in reading and writing.



8" GRADE

LANGUAGE ARTS

8" Grade Language Arts - Students will examine, through thematic units, a range of literary and
artistic expression by analyzing fictional and nonfictional texts for the purpose of writing narrative,
informational, and argumentative texts. Students will also identify elements of literature, read to
compare/contrast works, improve their oral communication skills, and analyze informational materials
for relevance and accuracy. Students will grow to recognize the interdependence of oral language,
literature, and written language in a context of social and cultural expression.

8" Grade Honors Language Arts - This honors class is the same course of study as the 8" grade
language arts class with an accelerated pace in reading and writing assignments. Students will interact
with texts of greater complexity as well as learn advanced essay writing skills. Independence and
self-initiative are expected for this class. Students requesting this course should have a strong body of
evidence in language arts, including teacher input, attendance, habits of mid and CMAS scores in the
upper quadrant of “Meets” or “Exceeds” category in reading and writing, as well as, student interest.

MATH

Math 8 - Students begin a serious study of algebra with the learning of linear functions. The focus shifts
from the study of numbers to the abstract application of understanding arithmetic. The content will
focus on three critical areas including: (1) formulating and reasoning about expressions and equations,
including modeling bivariate data with a linear equation, solving linear equations, and working with
systems of linear equations; (2) developing and understanding of the concept of a function, and using
functions to describe quantitative relationships; and (3) analyzing two- and three-dimensional space and
figures using distance, angle, similarity, and congruence, and understanding an applying the Pythagorean
Theorem. This work will lay the foundation for the success in a high school Algebra 1 course.

Algebra - Algebra 1 formalizes and extends the mathematics that students learned in Math 6, 7, and 8.
The major components of study include: (1) using equations and inequalities to model real-life quantities
and manipulating them to highlight quantities of interest while focusing on the underlying structures of
equations and inequalities; (2) understanding of the concept of a function, the use of function notations,
and the structures of exponential functions and how they compare and contrast with linear functions;
(3) working with quadratic functions through a structural perspective and in comparison to linear and
exponential functions. These concepts lay the foundations for analytic geometry subsequent geometry
courses, and for study with different function types in algebra 2 and other advanced math courses. This



course is equivalent to the Algebra 1 course taught at CCSD high schools. Students who have successfully
completed Math 7/8 are eligible for this class. Due to the content of this class, TI-84 Plus or TI-Nspire
graphing calculators are used regularly and it is helpful if students have their own.

SCIENCE

8™ Grade Science - In 8th Grade Science, students will embark on an exciting journey through the
fundamental concepts that shape the world around us. This year-long course blends hands-on learning,
inquiry-based investigations, and real-world applications to explore the interconnectedness of science in
our daily lives. The course is divided into engaging units that cover a wide range of topics; contact forces,
sound waves, forces at a distance, Earth-Moon-Sun Systems, Genetics, Natural Selection. Throughout the
course, students will develop critical thinking, problem-solving, and scientific inquiry skills. They will
participate in experiments, model building, and collaborative projects to deepen their understanding and
apply their learning to the world around them.

8th Grade Honors Science - Honors Science has the same area of focus and topics as 8" grade science.
This course involves discussion that is more rigorous and more complex reading and writing as well as
more challenging assessments. Students in this course are expected to take intellectual risks and
synthesize and effectively communicate complex ideas. Students requesting this course should have a
strong body of evidence in science, including teacher input, attendance, habits of mind and CMAS scores
in the upper quadrant of “Meets” or “Exceeds” category in reading, writing, and math, as well as,
student interest.

SOCIAL STUDIES

8™ Grade Social Studies - In 8th grade students will explore United States History and Government
through the nation’s journey from the Road to Revolution through the Civil War and Reconstruction.
Students will analyze key documents like the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, and the
Bill of Rights while examining themes such as the Constitution, Westward Expansion, and the challenges
of rebuilding a divided nation. With a focus on American geography, personal financial literacy, and
economics, the course connects history to today through Socratic seminars, public issue discussions, and
current events analysis.

8" Grade Honors Social Studies - This course is designed to instruct students in a wider range of
required content to prepare them for rigorous academic work in high school social studies. This class
covers content and practical knowledge of U.S. history; practice in critical thinking skills; analysis of
primary documents; and experience in communicating effectively. The curriculum includes American
Geography, Personal Financial Literacy and Economics. Students should be prepared to participate daily
in class through pre-class assignments, reading, and should invest additional time for independent
preparatory background knowledge. Students requesting this course should have a strong body of
evidence in social studies, including teacher input, attendance, habits of mind and CMAS scores in the
upper quadrant of “Meets” or “Exceeds” category in reading and writing, as well as, student interest.



