TRUMBULL PUBLIC SCHOOLS
TRUMBULL, CONNECTICUT

Curriculum Committee of the
Trumbull Board of Education

Regular Meeting

Thursday, January 8, 2026
Trumbull High School
Main Office Conference Room

I.  Call to Order/Introduction
II.  Public Comment
III.  New Business AGENDA
a. Dates for Future Meetings
b. New Text Request for Advanced Placement Comparative Government & Poltics:
Powell, G. Bingham, Jr., et al. Comparative Politics Today: A World View. 11th ed.,
Pearson, 2015.

a. Curriculum Guide Update- Comparative Government & Politics Advanced Placement



TRUMBULL PUBLIC SCHOOLS
NEW TEXT REVIEW/APPROVAL PROCESS

Date Submitted: 7/16/2025
Title of Text: Comparative Government : Stories of the World

Authors: Karen Waples

Publisher: bfw Publishers

Year Published: 2023

ISBN Number: 978-1-319-44323-8
Core' or Supplemental: Core
Course: AP Comparative Government
Grade Level:

(If applicable) Replaces text: Powell, Jr. G. Bingham, Russell Dalton, and Kaare Strom. Comparative
Politics Today: A World View. 11th Edition. New York: Pearson, 2015.

Rationale for adopting new text: Comparative Government: Stories of the World for the AP Course is
designed specifically to align with the College Board’s AP Comparative Government & Politics Course
and Exam Description . It follows the five-unit structure outlined by the College Board, with each
chapter directly tied to specific topics

Text Description:

The Waples AP Comparative Government textbook is intentionally designed to align with the College
Board’s AP Comparative Government & Politics framework. It follows the five-unit structure of the
Course and Exam Description (CED), covering all required topics (1.1-5.13) and the six core countries:
China, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, Russia, and the United Kingdom. Each chapter is clearly organized by AP
topic codes and includes key vocabulary, learning objectives, and practice questions modeled after the
AP exam format. The textbook also emphasizes essential comparative skills such as argumentation,
data interpretation, and source analysis. Its structure and content make it a reliable and effective tool for
guiding students toward success on the AP exam.

Strengths: The Waples AP Comparative Government textbook offers a well-structured, student-friendly
resource that aligns closely with the AP Curriculum and Exam Description (CED). Its storytelling
approach humanizes the six core countries—China, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, Russia, and the United
Kingdom—making abstract political concepts more engaging and accessible. The text includes
well-designed visuals such as charts, maps, and infographics that support comparative analysis. It
effectively builds foundational skills in sourcing, data interpretation, and political vocabulary, and its
accessible language makes it suitable for high school learners preparing for the AP exam.



Weaknesses:.Data from global indices is often summarized rather than critically evaluated, and
instructors may find it necessary to supplement with more current, in-depth sources and extended
readings to provide a richer, more critical perspective on global politics.

Submitted by: Libbi Intemann

”Core” refers to a resource that must be used by all students for attainment of course goals.

Reviewed by:

Revised 7/2016

Principal/Designee Date
Assistant Superintendent Date
Board of Education Curriculum Committee Member Date
Board of Education Curriculum Committee Member Date

Board of Education Curriculum Committee Member

Date
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TRUMBULL PUBLIC SCHOOLS VISION OF THE GRADUATE

TPS Vision of a Graduate

Critical Thinking & Problem Solving Innovation

» The ability to look at s thi ili d
The ability to use knowledge, facts, and c; e ability to look at something familiar and see

ssibilities, which leads to curiosity about
data to e.ﬁ-ecﬁyefysolugproblems_ new posstouities, which leads OCHJ‘[O'iltyﬂ OU
O) Trumbull

new learning and the desire to create something
original or imaginative.

Growth Mindset

The belief that one can improve
their intelligence or skills through
continued hard work and adapt
when faced with challenges.

Communication

The ability to understand others
and be understood for a variety of
reasons and purposes.

Public
Collaboration &\ Schools Emotional Intelligence
The qualities and competencies we 8“‘8] The aptitude for identifying how and
use to collectively make progress why a person is feeling the way they are
toward common goals or outcomes. and how to regulate and address those
’ emotions.
Self-Efficacy Integrity

The belief that you are capable of The act of consistently doing the

successfully performing a task or right thing even when it's hard

managing a situation. or no one is looking. Approved May 2022

TRUMBULL HIGH SCHOOL CORE VALUES AND BELIEFS STATEMENT

The Trumbull High School community engages in an environment conducive to learning
which believes that all students will read and write effectively, therefore communicating in an
articulate and coherent manner. All students will participate in activities that present
problem-solving through critical thinking. Students will use technology as a tool applying it to
decision making. We believe that by fostering self-confidence, self-directed and student-centered
activities, we will promote independent thinkers and learners. We believe ethical conduct to
be paramount in sustaining the welcoming school climate that we presently enjoy.

Approved 8/26/2011
INTRODUCTION

The Advanced Placement Comparative Government course introduces students to
fundamental concepts used by political scientists to study the processes and outcomes of politics
in a variety of country settings. The course aims to illustrate the rich diversity of political life, to
show available institutional alternatives, to explain differences in processes and policy outcomes,
and to communicate to students the importance of global, political, and economic changes. The
six countries from the core of the AP Comparative Government and Politics course are China,
Great Britain, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, and Russia. By using these six countries, the course can
move the discussion of concepts from abstract definition to concrete example, noting that not all
concepts will be equally useful in all country settings.



PHILOSOPHY

The Advanced Placement Program offers two courses and exams in government and
politics. Each is intended for qualified students who wish to complete studies equivalent to a
one-semester college introductory course in United States Government and Politics or in
Comparative Government and Politics. Trumbull High School offers both of these unique
courses to students, however, students do not need to take both.

An introductory college course in Comparative Government and Politics is one semester
in length. The Comparative Government and Politics course aspires, as part of the Trumbull
High School program, to carefully compare political systems to produce useful knowledge about
the institutions and policies countries have employed to address problems, or, indeed, what they
have done to make things worse. By comparing the effectiveness of policy approaches to poverty
or overpopulation, we can examine the effectiveness of policy approaches to solving problems.
Furthermore, by comparing the political institutions and practices of wealthy and poor countries,
we can begin to understand the political consequences of economic well-being. Finally,
comparison assists explanation. Why are some countries stable democracies and not others? Why
do many democracies have prime ministers instead of presidents?



COURSE DESCRIPTION
Course Name, Level
Comparative Government & Politics, Advanced Placement

Course Credit
1/2 Social Studies Credit

Prerequisites
Completion of Global Civilizations and United States History and/or departmental approval.

General Description of the Course

Advanced Placement Comparative Government and Politics is a one semester college level
introductory course that analyzes major comparative political concepts. Students will support
generalizations with relevant factual information pertaining to the government and politics of
China, Great Britain, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria and Russia. They will compare and contrast political
institutions and processes across these countries, as well as analyze and interpret basic data
relevant to comparative government and politics. Students are encouraged to take the AP exam
in May. If they score high enough, they may earn college credit depending on the college or
university they attend in the future.

Texts
Waples, Karen, et al. Comparative Government: Stories of the World for the AP® Course.
Bedford, Freeman & Worth, 2023.

Additional Texts

Bailey, John. The Politics of Crime in Mexico: Democratic Governance in a Security Trap. Boulder: First
Forum Press, 2014.

Balogun, M. J. The Route of Power in Nigeria. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009.

Butler, David E., and Gareth Butler. British Political Facts, 10th Ed. Basingstoke, England: Palgrave
MacMillan, 2011.

Collier, Paul, Catherine Soludo, and Charles Pattillo, eds. Economic Policy Options for a Prosperous
Nigeria. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008.

Hale, Henry. Why Not Parties in Russia? Democracy, Federalism, and the State. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2006.

Hamilton, Nora. Mexico: Political, Social, and Economic Evolution. New York: Oxford University Press,
2011.

Lieberthal, Kenneth. Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, 2nd ed. New York: Norton,
2004.

Nathan, Andrew J. Chinese Democracy. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1986.



Wood, Ethel. AP Comparative Government and Politics: A Study Guide. Reading, PA:
WoodYard Publications. 2013.

GOALS
Upon completion of this course, students will:
e Define and describe major comparative political concepts
e Support generalizations with relevant, factual information pertaining to the governments
and politics of China, Great Britain, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, and Russia
e Analyze typical patterns of political processes and behavior and their consequences
e Compare and contrast political institutions and processes across countries

e Analyze and interpret basic data relevant to comparative government and politics

COURSE GOALS

The following course goals are derived from the Connecticut Social Studies Standards for

Civics and Government (2023)

Inquiry Standards

CG.Inq.1.9-12 (Dimension 1: Developing Questions and Planning Inquiries): Explain how a
question reflects an enduring issue in the field.

Used in framing essential questions around regime legitimacy, authority, and political
Structures.

CG.Inq.2.9-12 (Dimension 1: Developing Questions and Planning Inquiries): Identify
disciplinary concepts and ideas associated with a compelling question.
Students explore core concepts such as sovereignty, political institutions, and regime types.

CG.Inq.3.9-12 (Dimension 2: Evaluating Sources and Using Evidence): Gather and evaluate
multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats.

Applies to comparative analysis using data from Freedom House, World Bank, news, and
academic sources.

CG.Inq.4.9-12 (Dimension 3: Developing Claims and Using Evidence): Develop claims and
counterclaims while pointing out strengths and limitations of both.
Students write FRQs and debate arguments comparing political structures and regimes.

CG.Inq.5.9-12 (Dimension 3: Developing Claims and Using Evidence): Develop explanations
and use evidence to support them.
Used in analyzing cause-effect relationships in political institutions and policy outcomes.



CG.Inq.6.9-12 (Dimension 2: Evaluating Sources and Using Evidence): Cite evidence and
evaluate its relevance and credibility.

Applies when evaluating the legitimacy and reliability of international sources or government
data.

CG.Inq.7.9-12 (Dimension 3: Developing Claims and Using Evidence): Construct arguments
using claims and evidence from multiple sources.
Core AP Comparative Government skill assessed in essays, debates, and simulations.

CG.Inq.8.9-12 (Dimension 4: Communicating Conclusions and Taking Informed Action):
Present adaptations or solutions to problems, considering a range of perspectives.
Students create and propose reform plans, design governments, or simulate elections.

Civics and Government Standards

CIV.9-12.1 (Dimension 2: Applying Disciplinary Concepts and Tools): Distinguish the powers
and responsibilities of local, state, tribal, national, and international civic and political
institutions.

Used in comparing executive, legislative, and judicial structures across AP countries.

CIV.9-12.2 (Dimension 2: Applying Disciplinary Concepts and Tools): Analyze the role of
citizens in the U.S. political system, with attention to various theories of democracy, changes in
Americans’ participation over time, and alternative models from other countries, past and
present.

Central to comparing political participation, civil society, and voting systems globally.

CIV.9-12.3 (Dimension 2: Applying Disciplinary Concepts and Tools): Analyze the impact of
constitutions, laws, treaties, and international agreements on the maintenance of national and
international order.

Explored through sovereignty, legal legitimacy, and treaty compliance.

CIV.9-12.5 (Dimension 2: Applying Disciplinary Concepts and Tools): Evaluate citizens’ and
institutions’ effectiveness in addressing social and political problems at the local, state, tribal,
national, and/or international level.

Students assess how responsive or repressive different regimes are.

CIV.9-12.6 (Dimension 2: Applying Disciplinary Concepts and Tools): Critique relationships
among governments, civil societies, and economic markets.
Covers neoliberalism, clientelism, state capitalism, and NGO dynamics.

CIV.9-12.8 (Dimension 2: Applying Disciplinary Concepts and Tools): Evaluate social and
political systems in different contexts, times, and places that promote civic virtues and enact
democratic principles.

Used in evaluating regime transitions, hybrid regimes, and democratization.



CIV.9-12.13 (Dimension 2: Applying Disciplinary Concepts and Tools): Evaluate public policies
in terms of intended and unintended outcomes, and related consequences.
Students analyze the policy consequences of regime type and institutional design.

CIV.9-12.14 (Dimension 2: Applying Disciplinary Concepts and Tools): Analyze historical,
contemporary, and emerging means of changing societies, promoting the common good, and
protecting rights.

Applies to revolutions, civil resistance, and reform movements.

Economics Standards

ECO.9-12.4 (Dimension 2: Applying Disciplinary Concepts and Tools): Evaluate the impact of
governmental policies and decisions on economies, jobs, individuals, and businesses.
Used when examining government responses to inequality, inflation, and economic reform.

ECO0.9-12.6 (Dimension 2: Applying Disciplinary Concepts and Tools): Analyze the ways in
which economic systems structure choices about how goods and services are to be produced and
distributed.

Applies in comparing state-planned economies, mixed economies, and market systems.

Economics Standards

GEO.9-12.4 (Dimension 2: Applying Disciplinary Concepts and Tools): Evaluate how political
and economic decisions throughout time have influenced cultural and environmental
characteristics of various places and regions.

Applies in exploring regional inequality, urbanization, environmental policy, and development.

History Standards

HIS.9-12.3 (Dimension 2: Applying Disciplinary Concepts and Tools): Analyze complex and
interacting factors that influenced the perspectives of people during different historical eras.
Relevant to understanding citizen support for regimes, nationalism, or political reform.

HIS.9-12.5 (Dimension 2: Applying Disciplinary Concepts and Tools): Evaluate how historical
events and developments were shaped by unique circumstances of time and place as well as
broader historical contexts.

Applies to case studies in regime formation, constitution-making, and legacy systems.



The following course goals are derived from the Common Core Grades 6-12 Literacy in
History/Social Studies.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of
primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an
understanding of the text as a whole.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or
secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key
details and ideas.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.3 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and
determine which explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text
leaves matters uncertain.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are
used in a text, including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term
over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.5 Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is
structured, including how key sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to
the whole.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.6 Evaluate authors' differing points of view on the same
historical event or issue by assessing the authors' claims, reasoning, and evidence.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information
presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in
order to address a question or solve a problem.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.8 Evaluate an author's premises, claims, and evidence by
corroborating or challenging them with other information.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.9 Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary
and secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among
sources.

The followin I als ar ri from the ISTE Technol tandar

ISTE 1.2c: Students demonstrate an understanding of and respect for the rights and obligations
of using and sharing intellectual property.

ISTE 1.3b: Students evaluate the accuracy, perspective, credibility and relevance of information,
media, data or other resources.

ISTE 1.3c¢: Students curate information from digital resources using a variety of tools and
methods to create collections of artifacts that demonstrate meaningful connections or
conclusions.


http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/6/

ISTE 1.3d: Students build knowledge by actively exploring real-world issues and problems,
developing ideas and theories and pursuing answers and solutions.

ISTE 1.4d: Students exhibit a tolerance for ambiguity, perseverance and the capacity to work
with open ended problems.

ISTE 1.6¢: Students communicate complex ideas clearly and effectively by creating or using a
variety of digital objects such as visualizations, models or simulations.

ISTE 1.6d: Students publish or present content that customizes the message and medium for their
intended audiences.

ISTE 1.7a: Students use digital tools to connect with learners from a variety of cultures,
engaging with them in ways that broaden mutual understanding and learning.

ISTE 1.7b: Students use collaborative technologies to work with others, including peers, experts
or community members, to examine issues and problems from multiple viewpoints.

ISTE 1.7c: Students contribute constructively to project teams, assuming various roles and
responsibilities to work effectively toward a common goal.

ISTE 1.7d: Students explore local and global issues and use collaborative technologies to work
with others to investigate solutions.
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COURSE SYLLABUS
Course AP Comparative Government and Politics

Fall Semester 2025

Mr. LaBarca/ jlabarca@trumbullps.org
Required Reading:

There is one required textbook for this course:

Waples, Karen, et al. Comparative Government: Stories of the World for the AP® Course.
Bedford, Freeman & Worth, 2023.
Supplementary materials:

e Primary source materials and scholarly articles from such sources as the following:

e Articles from current newspapers and magazines, such as The Washington Post, The New
York Times, The Economist, and Foreign Affairs will be assigned and used in class.
Websites containing primary source material will be available on my website. A list of
frequently used websites is also attached to this syllabus.

Textbook:

If a student does not return the textbook distributed to them, with the matching accession
number, they will be charged a fine equal to the replacement cost for that book.

Course Description:

The AP course in Comparative Government and Politics is a one semester college level course
which introduces students to six specific countries and their governments: Great Britain, China,
Russia, Iran, Mexico, and Nigeria. The European Union is also examined as a new multinational
form of government.

Students will explore major concepts in comparative politics, such as institutional structure,
democratization, and globalization, and apply these to the respective six modern nations. The
process of comparing governments provides an in-depth examination of global problems and
proposed solutions. For example, we only know that a country has a high population growth rate
or serious corruption when we compare it to other countries. We can compare the effectiveness
of policy approaches to poverty or overpopulation by examining how different countries solve
similar problems. The political institutions and practices of these six nations and the European
Union will be analyzed, and major world challenges of the 21st Century will be explored in this
class.

Units and to be covered:

Basic Outline and Reading Schedule e Weeks 4-6 Unit 2 — Political
Institutions

e Weeks 1-3  Unit 1 — Political
Systems, Regimes, and Governments

11
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Weeks 7-9  Unit 3 — Political
Culture and Participation

Weeks 10—12 Unit 4 — Political
Change and Economic Systems

Weeks 13—15 Unit 5 — Public
Policy, Globalization, and Rights

Course Outline

Unit 1: Political Systems, Regimes,
and Governments (3 Weeks)

Key Topics:

State, nation, regime, and
government

Sovereignty and legitimacy
Regime types: democratic,
authoritarian, hybrid

Unitary vs. federal vs. confederal
systems

Comparative methods and political
indicators

Integrated Country Cases:

UK - Parliamentary democracy and
constitutional monarchy

Russia — Hybrid regime, centralized
presidential power

China — One-party state with
centralized authority

Mexico — Federal republic with
history of party dominance

Iran — Theocratic-republican system
Nigeria — Federal democracy shaped
by regional and ethnic divisions

Unit 2: Political Institutions (3
Weeks)

12

o Weeks 16-17 AP Exam Review:
FRQs, MCQs, full country
comparisons

o Week 18 Final Project
Presentations & Course Reflection

Key Topics:

e Executive, legislative, and judicial
branches

e Parliamentary, presidential, and
semi-presidential systems

e Electoral systems and party
structures

e Civil-military relations

e Centralization vs. decentralization of

power

Integrated Country Cases:

e UK — Parliamentary system, strong
party discipline

o Russia — Presidential dominance,
weak judiciary

e China — Party-state structure and
centralized control

® Mexico — Presidential system with
multiparty evolution

e Iran — Religious and elected
institutions

e Nigeria — Presidential system with
institutional fragility

Unit 3: Political Culture and
Participation (3 Weeks)

Key Topics:

e Political culture and ideologies



Social cleavages (ethnic, religious,
regional)

Civil society and social movements
Media, protest, and interest groups
Voting and political participation

Integrated Country Cases:

UK — Interest groups, Brexit
participation trends

Russia — Repressed opposition and
civil society

China — Controlled participation and
censorship

Mexico — Electoral participation and
protest

Iran — Religious authority vs
reformist activism

Nigeria — Identity-based cleavages
and democratic engagement

Unit 4: Political Change and
Economic Systems (3 Weeks)

Key Topics:

Regime change: coups, revolutions,
reforms

Authoritarian resilience
Democratization and hybrid
transitions

Economic models: state-led, market,
mixed

Effects of globalization on political
development

Integrated Country Cases:

UK — Neoliberal reforms,
Thatcherism, Brexit

Expectations/Course Requirements:
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Russia — Fall of USSR,
consolidation of power under Putin
China — Economic liberalization
under authoritarian rule

Mexico — PRI decline, NAFTA
impact

Iran — Islamic Revolution, regime
continuity

Nigeria — Military coups, oil
politics, democratization

Unit 5: Public Policy, Globalization,
and Rights (3 Weeks)

Key Topics:

Public policy processes and
implementation

Civil liberties and political rights
Anti-corruption and accountability
Global engagement and foreign
policy

Policy outputs vs. policy outcomes

Integrated Country Cases:

UK - Immigration, NHS, Brexit
policy

Russia — Energy policy, sanctions,
media control

China — Surveillance, internet
control, foreign aid

Mexico — Drug policy, economic
development, trade

Iran — Nuclear policy, human rights
concerns

Nigeria — Poverty, security policy,
oil and transparency



By virtue of choosing this course, it is assumed that the student is capable of college level work
or is motivated to work consistently toward performance at that level. Class meetings are
reserved largely for discussion, individual and small group study, lecture and evaluation.
Accordingly, many assignments — from textbook readings to current events and other reading and
writing assignments — must be completed at home. Students who fail to devote 6 - 8 hours of
time outside of class per week will almost certainly fall behind. Of course, given that this class is
taught to high school students, I will provide more structure and guidance than is typical for
college courses. Nevertheless, student responsibility will remain one of the major non-academic
emphases of the course.

e A significant amount of the course work is designed to assist the development of the
test-taking skills necessary to score well on the exam.

e [t is expected that all AP Comparative Government students will take the spring exam
scheduled for Thursday, May 14, 2016. Review sessions before, during and after school
will assist in preparation for this exam. These sessions will take place in late April and
early May, immediately prior to the exam.

Grading Scale:

90-100 A
80-89 B
70-79 C
60-69 D
0-59 F

Assessment Type
Points in two categories

Major Assessments

e AP-style multiple choice tests with free response questions (FRQ’s) at the end of every
curricular unit
e Major writing assignments/research paper

Minor Assessments (Class Assignments)

e In-class and homework activities/quizzes will include reading and/or analysis of case
studies, political cartoons, news and journal articles, government and interest group
websites, video, and other sources relevant to comparative government and politics;
graded and ungraded discussions of international issues

e Weekly current event summary and graph/statistics analysis

e Simulations of political and judicial processes (e.g. Prime Minister’s Question Time,
International Court of Justice hearings)

Final Exam (cumulative for semester)
Extra Credit Policy
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No grades will be given for nonacademic assignments and no extra credit will be assigned.

Opportunities for extra help or study sessions:

I am always happy to help students who need individual assistance. Scheduled extra help
sessions and makeup test/quiz days are Monday and Wednesday afternoons at 2:30. Please let me
know if you plan to attend these sessions so that materials can be ready for individual students. If
these times are not convenient, I can make an appointment at a mutually convenient time.

Honor Code/Plagiarism Policy

Integrity is a High School core value. Students are expected to demonstrate honesty and integrity
in all work submitted to a teacher. The honor code ensures the validity of student work which
guides instruction. All students are bound by the Honor Code. (See the THS Student Handbook
for more detailed explanation.) The Social Studies Department uses turnitin.com to scan work
for plagiarism.

Recovery Policy

The goal of the Recovery Policy is to support students in achieving mastery in both curriculum
content and standards. (See pages 15-16 in the Student Handbook for more information.) For
Social Studies courses - when recovery work is done the new grade will be averaged with the
original grade.

Make Up Work Policy

Students may make up all work missed due to an excused and preapproved absence. Work
assigned during the absence must be turned in to the teacher within the same number of days as
the excused absence. Unexcused absences may result in grade reduction.

Absences and Make-up Work: It is the student’s responsibility to find out what was missed
during an absence. A description of every day’s topic and activities and hard copies of handouts
will also be left in a folder in the AP Comparative Government box in Room 265.

e Students who are absent from class on the day an assignment is due can submit it when
they return for full credit. Students who are in school for any portion of a day on which
an assignment is due must submit that assignment on that day for full credit.

e Students who miss a major assessment are allowed the equivalent of the number of days
absent to complete the work. It is your responsibility to see me so we can schedule a
time to make up the assessment. If the major assessment was not an in-class activity (e.g.
a take home essay), students must turn in the assessment the day they return to school.
All in-class tests must be made up in the mornings, between 7:30 a.m. and 8:30 a.m., or
by appointment in the afternoon.

® You are welcome to discuss missed classes or assignments with me in my office in the
morning or immediately after school. Under no circumstances should you approach me
hurriedly between periods or interrupt class to ask about what you have missed.
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Late Work:
Please see attached Social Studies Homework/ Late work policy.
Technology

High School supports the use of technology for academic pursuits. This includes cell phones,
tablets, and laptops. The use and type of technology in a classroom is at the sole discretion of the
teacher. All technology must be turned off and put away upon entering each instructional area.
Permission to use technology will be explicitly stated by the teacher. (Refer to the THS
handbook) Students are required to agree to the technology code when they sign on as a user.

Classroom Expectations:

1. Be on time and be prepared. On time means in your seat with writing implement (sharpened if
it is a pencil) by the time the bell stops ringing. All materials necessary should be brought to
class. You should always be prepared, responsible, and respectful.

2. Complete assignments on time. Please refer to the previously discussed late assignment policy.
All unit assignments need to be completed before the unit test.

3. Water in a clear container is the only food or beverage allowed in class.

4. Cell phones or other electronic devices will be used only with visible teacher permission.
Signs are posted at the front of the classroom allowing or prohibiting technology use in our
room.

5. Be respectful of the teacher, classmates and their belongings, and opinions other than your
own.

6. Class attendance is a vital component of success in this class and on the AP Exam. Students
are expected to be in class every day and minimize class absences. Excessive absences will affect
our unit assessments and your performance on the AP Exam.

16



UNIT 1 - INTRODUCTION TO COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT
POLITICAL SYSTEMS, REGIMES, AND GOVERNMENTS

Unit Goals

At the completion of this unit, students will:

CG.Inq.1.9-12: Explain how a question reflects an enduring issue in the field.
CG.Inq.3.9-12: Gather and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in
diverse formats.

CG.Inq.6.9-12: Cite evidence and evaluate its relevance and credibility.
CG.Inq.2.9-12: Identify disciplinary concepts and ideas associated with a
compelling question.

CIV.9-12.1: Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of local, state, tribal,
national, and international civic and political institutions.

CIV.9-12.3: Analyze the impact of constitutions, laws, treaties, and international
agreements on the maintenance of national and international order.

CIV.9-12.5: Evaluate citizens’ and institutions’ effectiveness in addressing social
and political problems at the local, state, tribal, national, and/or international level.
HIS.9-12.5: Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by
unique circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of
primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an
understanding of the text as a whole.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the
relationships among the key details and ideas.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning
of a key term over the course of a text.

ISTE 1.3b: Students evaluate the accuracy, perspective, credibility and relevance of
information, media, data or other resources.

TPS Vision of the Graduate Skills and Dispositions:

TPS VOG Ceritical Thinking & Problem Solving: Students use knowledge, facts, and
data to compare political systems, regimes, and governments across different states.
TPS VOG Communication: Students explain foundational comparative politics
concepts (state, regime, government, sovereignty, legitimacy) with clarity and
precision in discussions and writing.

TPS VOG Self-Efficacy: Students build confidence in applying political science
vocabulary and frameworks to analyze unfamiliar political structures.

TPS VOG Growth Mindset: Students embrace challenges as they learn to describe,
classify, and predict using comparative methods and global case studies.
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Unit Essential Questions

What is the purpose of studying comparative government, and how do political scientists
use comparative methods to draw conclusions about political systems?

How do political systems differ in the way they exercise sovereignty, and what
distinguishes a state from a regime or a government?

What are the characteristics of democratic versus authoritarian regimes, and how can
hybrid regimes display features of both?

How do different regime types establish and maintain legitimacy, and how do legitimacy
sources affect political stability and change?

How do governments use power and authority to respond to internal and external
challenges?

What political systems exist across the AP six countries, and how do they vary in
institutional structure, power distribution, and regime type?

How do governments and political institutions vary in terms of centralization of power
(unitary, federal, confederal), and what are the implications for policymaking and
stability? (1.15)

What are the key indicators used to measure state capacity, governance, and regime
performance?

How do countries in the AP curriculum compare in terms of regime change, government
transitions, and challenges to sovereignty or legitimacy?

Unit Scope and Sequence:

Introduce the field of comparative politics and explain its purpose; examine methods used
by political scientists to compare political systems.

Define and distinguish among states, regimes, and governments; analyze how these
elements interact within different political systems.

Examine sovereignty and authority; evaluate how states use power to govern and respond
to internal and external challenges.

Compare regime types (democratic, authoritarian, hybrid); explore the characteristics,
structures, and political behaviors associated with each.

Analyze sources of legitimacy, including traditional, rational-legal, and charismatic;
assess how legitimacy impacts regime stability and citizen compliance.

Study the institutional frameworks of political systems, including federal, unitary, and
confederal structures; evaluate how power is distributed.

Explore how the AP six countries (UK, Russia, China, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria) differ in
regime type, institutional structure, and authority distribution.

Investigate indicators of governance and state performance using global datasets (e.g.,
Freedom House, V-Dem, World Bank).

Analyze examples of regime and government change across the six core countries,
including transitions, revolutions, and reform processes.
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Academic Vocabulary

e Unitary System
° lS{tat.e e (Confederal System
e Regime e Political Institutions
e (Government e Rule of Law
° IS\IOV?relgnty e State Capacity
° > ation e Political Stability
® Power e Revolution
° Authgrlty e Coup d’état
® Legitimacy . _ e Political Culture
o Traditional, Charismatic, e Comparative Method
Rational-Legal e Indicators

* Political System © Human Development Index
e Democracy (HDI)

o Liberal Democracy
o Illiberal Democracy
e Authoritarianism
e Hybrid Regime
e Theocracy

o Transparency International
o Fragile States Index
o Freedom House Rankings
e Regime Change
e Government Change

e Military Regime Policy Outcomes vs. Policy Outputs

e Federal System
Documents

Waples, Chapter 1, Introduction to Comparative Politics

Waples, Chapter 2 - Political Systems

Waples, Mexico, Chapter 3: Political Systems, Pages 62—67

Waples, United Kingdom, Chapter 5: Political Institutions, Pages 122—-127, 132—138, 158-161
Waples, Russia, Chapter 7: Political Culture and Participation, Pages 210-215

Waples, Nigeria, Chapter 9: Political Culture and Participation, Pages 275-279

Waples, China, Chapter 11: Political and Economic Change, Pages 344348

Waples, Iran, Chapter 13: Public Policy and Globalization, Pages 404—409

Additional Resources:

Freedom House — Democracy and freedom rankings https://freedomhouse.org/

V-Dem Institute (Varieties of Democracy) — Democracy data visualizations
https://www.v-dem.net/

Fragile States Index — Tracks state capacity and legitimacy threats https:/fragilestatesindex.org/
Human Development Index (UNDP) — Socioeconomic indicators for comparing state
performance https://hdr.undp.org/en/data

Transparency International — Corruption Perceptions Index
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi

CIA World Factbook — Political and government structure summaries
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/
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Assured Experience
Formative:

Regime in Crisis
Analyze a short political scenario and determine whether the state, regime, or government
is under threat. Justify with evidence and connect to one AP 6 country.

Legitimacy Case File

Research how one AP 6 country establishes legitimacy (traditional, rational-legal,
charismatic). Identify current or historical threats and responses using real data (e.g.,
Freedom House, V-Dem).

Democracy or Not?

Compare democracy indicators from Freedom House and V-Dem for three AP 6
countries. Classify each as democratic, authoritarian, or hybrid, with evidence-based
reasoning.

4. Legitimacy vs. Sovereignty Debate
Participate in a structured debate over which is more essential for regime stability. Argue
both sides, then write a synthesis statement using examples from two countries.

Summative:

Comparative FRQ Essays

A) Compare how two political systems maintain legitimacy.

B) Analyze how sovereignty is challenged in one democratic and one authoritarian
regime.

C) Evaluate how regime type influences political stability in two countries.

Data Analysis Task:
Use Freedom House, Fragile States Index, or V-Dem to assess regime performance and
legitimacy. Written reflection + visual data summary.

Political System Poster Project:
Students create a visual poster comparing two AP countries, highlighting regime type,
sovereignty, legitimacy, and authority structures.

Multiple-Choice & Concept Application Quiz:
Mix of stimulus-based questions and short-answer ID/explain items based on Waples

readings and AP-style practice.

Time Allocation
Approximately 3 weeks
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UNIT 2 - POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS

Unit Goals

At the completion of this unit, students will:

CG.Inq.2.9-12: Identify disciplinary concepts and ideas associated with a
compelling question.

CG.Inq.4.9-12: Develop claims and counterclaims while pointing out strengths and
limitations of both.

CG.Inq.7.9-12: Construct arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources.
CG.Inq.6.9-12: Cite evidence and evaluate its relevance and credibility.

CIV.9-12.1: Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of local, state, tribal,
national, and international civic and political institutions.

CIV.9-12.5: Evaluate citizens’ and institutions’ effectiveness in addressing social
and political problems at the local, state, tribal, national, and/or international level.
CIV.9-12.6: Critique relationships among governments, civil societies, and economic
markets.

ECO0.9-12.6: Analyze the ways in which economic systems structure choices about
how goods and services are to be produced and distributed.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.5: Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is
structured, including how key sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text
contribute to the whole.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.6: Evaluate authors' differing points of view on the
same historical event or issue by assessing the authors' claims, reasoning, and evidence.
ISTE 1.6c¢: Students communicate complex ideas clearly and effectively by creating or
using a variety of digital objects such as visualizations, models or simulations.

ISTE 1.6d: Students publish or present content that customizes the message and medium
for their intended audiences.

TPS Vision of the Graduate Skills and Dispositions:

TPS VOG Ciritical Thinking & Problem Solving: Students evaluate how executive,
legislative, and judicial institutions operate in different regime types and affect
governance.

TPS VOG Collaboration: Students work cooperatively to simulate electoral systems
and institutional processes, building group problem-solving skills.

TPS VOG Communication: Students articulate institutional differences through
structured comparisons and case studies using appropriate political language.

TPS VOG Innovation: Students propose reforms or alternative institutional designs
based on case evidence and democratic theory.

TPS VOG Integrity: Students analyze how political institutions promote
accountability, transparency, and rule of law across diverse systems.
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Essential Questions:

How do different regime types structure executive, legislative, and judicial institutions,
and how does that structure affect policy-making? (2./-2.3)

In what ways do heads of state and heads of government differ in function across regime
types, and what powers do they hold? (2.4)

How do legislatures vary in form and function across the AP countries, and how does
their design affect representation and oversight? (2.5)

What roles do judicial institutions play in different political systems, and how do they
promote or limit political rights and civil liberties? (2.6)

How do military and law enforcement institutions interact with civilian governments, and
how does their role differ across authoritarian and democratic regimes? (2.7)

How do independent election commissions and other bureaucratic institutions contribute
to or undermine transparency, legitimacy, and stability? (2.8-2.9)

How do formal institutions compare to informal or religious authorities in shaping
governance in countries like Iran and China? (2.10)

In what ways do political systems check and balance power among institutions, and how
do regime types influence that balance? (2.11-2.12)

What limits do political institutions place on governments, and how can institutions be
used to entrench or challenge power? (2.13)

Scope and Sequence:

Define the role of political institutions (executive, legislative, judicial) and analyze how
they function in different regime types.

Compare heads of state and heads of government, exploring their roles, authority, and
interaction within various systems (e.g., presidential vs. parliamentary).

Analyze the structure and function of legislatures, including bicameralism,
representation, lawmaking, and oversight responsibilities.

Evaluate the independence and power of judicial institutions; understand how courts
promote rule of law or enforce regime preferences.

Examine the roles of bureaucracies in policy implementation and administration;
compare levels of professionalism and autonomy across countries.

Study civil-military relations; assess how militaries are used to maintain power or
intervene in politics, especially in authoritarian regimes.

Explore the function and impact of independent election commissions; evaluate their role
in strengthening or undermining legitimacy.

Compare the structure and effectiveness of political institutions across the six AP
countries using real examples and case analysis.

Understand how formal political institutions interact with informal institutions (e.g.,
religious authorities, political elites) in shaping governance.

Assess how institutional design affects checks and balances, separation or fusion of
powers, and political accountability.

Investigate how institutions are used to maintain power or resist political reform, and how
regime type influences institutional constraints.
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Apply content through country case studies:

United Kingdom: parliamentary fusion of powers, independent judiciary
Russia: centralized executive power, weak checks on authority

Iran: dual religious-political institutional structure

Mexico & Nigeria: federal systems with evolving party and judicial roles
China: one-party institutional framework with embedded CCP control

Academic Vocabulary:

e Executive e Checks and Balances

e Head of State vs. Head of e Separation of Powers
Government e Fusion of Powers

e Presidential vs. Parliamentary e Term Limits
Systems e Election Commissions

o [egislature e Independence

e Unicameral vs. Bicameral e Transparency

e Representation e Authoritarian Institutions

e Oversight e Supreme Leader

e Judiciary e Politburo

e Judicial Review e Guardian Council

e Rule of Law e Religious Authority (Iran)

e Independence e Informal Authority

e Bureaucracy e Transparency

e Civil Service e Accountability

e Administrative Capacity e State Control vs. Autonomy

e Military e Legitimacy through

e Civil-Military Relations Institutions

e Coup d’état

e Police

Documents

Waples, Chapter 4, Political Institutions

Waples, Mexico, Chapter 3: Political Institutions, Pages 62—67

Waples, United Kingdom, Chapter 5: Political Institutions, Pages 122—-127, 132—-138, 158-161
Waples, Russia, Chapter 7: Political Institutions, Pages 210-215

Waples, Nigeria, Chapter 9: Political Institutions, Pages 275-279

Waples, China, Chapter 11:Political Institutions, Pages 344-348

Waples, Iran, Chapter 13: Political Institutions, Pages 404—409

Additional Resources:

CIA World Factbook — Government Overviews https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/
Constitute Project — Comparative Constitutions https://www.constituteproject.org/
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Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) — National Parliaments Database https://data.ipu.org/
Freedom House — Institutional Functioning in Democracies https://freedomhouse.org/
V-Dem (Varieties of Democracy) Dataset https://www.v-dem.net/

Parline Database — Parliamentary Structures and Powers https://data.ipu.org/
YouTube: CrashCourse — Parliamentary vs Presidential Systems
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4UfATL 91741

YouTube: CGP Grey — How Parliamentary Systems Work
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6q0sIMhDwY

Assured Experience

Formative:

Build-a-Government Simulation

Design a government for a fictional country by selecting its structure (unitary, federal, or
confederal), executive type (presidential, parliamentary, or semi-presidential), and
electoral system. Justify each choice using real AP 6 country examples.

Institutional Comparison Matrix

Compare the political institutions of three AP 6 countries. Focus on executive power,
legislative structure, judiciary independence, and policymaking processes. Analyze how
these systems influence regime type and effectiveness.

Constitution Excerpt Analysis

Examine real constitutional excerpts from two AP 6 countries. Identify how power is
distributed, term limits are enforced, and rights are protected. Explain how these
structures impact regime stability.

Federal vs. Unitary Debate

Debate which system—federal or unitary—better promotes political stability and
accountability. Use specific examples (e.g., Nigeria and the UK) to defend each side and
write a concluding reflection.

Summative:

Comparative FRQ Essay

Compare how two AP 6 countries distribute power through their political institutions.
Analyze how executive, legislative, and judicial structures affect regime stability and
policymaking effectiveness.

Government Blueprint Project

Design a government for a fictional country. Choose and justify an institutional structure
(unitary, federal, or confederal), executive system, and legislative format. Support
decisions with examples from AP 6 countries.

Time Allocation
Approximately 3 weeks
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UNIT 3: POLITICAL CULTURE AND PARTICIPATION
Unit Goals

At the completion of this unit, students will:

e (G.Inq.5.9-12: Develop explanations and use evidence to support them.

e (G.Inq.8.9-12: Present adaptations or solutions to problems, considering a range of
perspectives.

e (CG.Inq.3.9-12: Gather and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in
diverse formats.

e CIV.9-12.6: Critique relationships among governments, civil societies, and economic
markets.

GEO.9-12.4: Evaluate how political and economic decisions throughout time have
influenced cultural and environmental characteristics of various places and regions.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.7: Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of
information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well
as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.8: Evaluate an author's premises, claims, and evidence
by corroborating or challenging them with other information.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.6: Evaluate authors' differing points of view on the
same historical event or issue by assessing the authors' claims, reasoning, and evidence.

e ISTE 1.4d: Students exhibit a tolerance for ambiguity, perseverance and the capacity to
work with open ended problems.

e ISTE 1.7c: Students contribute constructively to project teams, assuming various
roles and responsibilities to work effectively toward a common goal.

e ISTE 1.3d: Students build knowledge by actively exploring real-world issues and
problems, developing ideas and theories and pursuing answers and solutions.

TPS Vision of the Graduate Skills and Dispositions:

e TPS VOG Emotional Intelligence: Students examine how cleavages, identity, and
belief systems shape political behavior and social movements.

e TPS VOG Communication: Students engage in dialogue to compare political
participation, civil society, and media roles in different regimes.

e TPS VOG Collaboration: Students participate in structured civic discourse,
simulations, and debates about political engagement and repression.

e TPS VOG Growth Mindset: Students assess complex political cultures with
openness and persistence as they learn from diverse global contexts.

Essential Questions:

e What are the various forms of political participation, and how do they differ across
regime types? (3.1-3.2)

e How do political beliefs and ideologies influence participation and governance? (3.3)

e How do social cleavages—such as religion, ethnicity, region, or class—affect political
behavior and legitimacy? (3.4-3.5)
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How do civil society groups and interest groups influence the political process in
democratic and authoritarian systems? (3.6-3.7)

How do governments restrict or permit participation, and what are the consequences for
political stability and legitimacy? (3.8-3.9)

How do media and technology affect political communication, mobilization, and control?
(3.10-3.11)

Scope and Sequence:

Introduce forms of political participation in both democratic and authoritarian regimes;
analyze participation as a reflection of legitimacy and stability.

Examine the influence of political ideologies on behavior and public policy; compare
dominant ideologies across the six core AP countries.

Analyze the impact of political cleavages—including religion, ethnicity, region, and
class—on political identity, conflict, and representation.

Evaluate the strength, independence, and influence of civil society organizations,
including NGOs and interest groups, in various regime types.

Study how governments regulate participation through repression, co-optation,
surveillance, and censorship, with a focus on authoritarian regimes.

Investigate political socialization through institutions such as family, schools, religion,
and media; assess how civic values are transmitted.

Compare media systems across regimes; examine the role of state-controlled vs.
independent media and the political implications of digital technology.

Explore political culture, including levels of political efficacy, trust in government, and
support for democratic values.

Apply concepts through comparative case studies:

Russia and Nigeria: protests, repression, patron-client networks
United Kingdom and Mexico: participation in pluralistic systems

e China and Iran: ideological control, surveillance, and civic restrictions
Unit Vocabulary
.. C e Media Freedom
* P(‘)h‘tlcal P"art1c1pat10n e State-Controlled Media
® ClVl.l Society e Civic Engagement
e Social Movements e Interest Groups
* Poht?cal Ideology e Authoritarian vs. Democratic
e Political Efficacy Participation
¢ Cleqvages (Ethnic, Religious, e Surveillance and Repression
II}eglonal, Class) e Internet Censorship
° CmteSt . e Political Culture
* C;)._Olzt?juon e [egitimacy (reinforced or challenged
* lentelism - by participation
e Political Socialization
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Documents

Waples, Chapter 6, Political Culture and Participation,

Waples Mexico, Chapter 3: Political Systems, Pages 74—79

Waples United Kingdom, Chapter 5: Political Institutions, Pages 144—-149

Waples Russia, Chapter 7: Political Culture and Participation, Pages 198-203, 220-224, 231-234
Waples Nigeria, Chapter 9: Political Culture and Participation, Pages 286291

Waples China, Chapter 11: Political and Economic Change, Pages 353—-357

Waples Iran, Chapter 13: Public Policy and Globalization, Pages 418-426

Additional Resources:

World Values Survey — https://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/
Pew Research Center — https://www.pewresearch.org/elobal/

Freedom House — https://freedomhouse.org/

V-Dem (Varieties of Democracy) — https://www.v-dem.net/
CIVICUS Monitor — https://monitor.civicus.org/
International IDEA — https://www.idea.int/data-tools

Assured Experience
Formative Assessments:

Culture Spectrum Activity

Students place each AP 6 country on a spectrum based on levels of citizen trust in
government, political efficacy, and civil society engagement. Justify placement using data
from World Values Survey or Freedom House.

Socialization Source Analysis

Students analyze a political cartoon, social media post, or news clip from an AP 6
country. Identify how political socialization is occurring and what it reveals about that
country's political culture.

Protest Mapping Exercise

Research and map recent protests or social movements in at least two AP 6 countries.
Identify causes, regime response, and what the protests reveal about participation in
different regime types.

Civil Society Case Study

Investigate the role of a civil society organization or movement in one AP 6 country
(e.g.,NGOs in Nigeria, women’s rights in Iran). Evaluate how regime type affects its
ability to operate and influence politics.

27


https://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/
https://www.v-dem.net/
https://monitor.civicus.org/
https://www.idea.int/data-tools

Summative Assessments:

1 Free-Response Question (FRQ):

Compare how political participation differs in one democratic and one authoritarian
regime. Use specific examples from AP 6 countries and explain how regime type
influences participation methods and outcomes.

Case Study Essay: Civil Society Under Pressure

Write an argumentative essay analyzing how civil society operates in one authoritarian
and one democratic or hybrid regime. Focus on government tolerance, restrictions, or
support for civic participation. Include at least two examples of protests, NGOs, or media
activity.

Time Allocation
Approximately 3 weeks
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UNIT 4 - POLITICAL CHANGE & ECONOMIC SYSTEMS

Unit Goals

At the completion of this unit, students will:

CG.Inq.3.9-12: Gather and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse
formats.

CG.Inq.5.9-12: Develop explanations and use evidence to support them.
CG.Inq.6.9-12: Cite evidence and evaluate its relevance and credibility.

CIV.9-12.8: Evaluate social and political systems in different contexts, times, and
places that promote civic virtues and enact democratic principles.

CIV.9-12.14: Analyze historical, contemporary, and emerging means of changing
societies, promoting the common good, and protecting rights.

ECO.9-12.4: Evaluate the impact of governmental policies and decisions on
economies, jobs, individuals, and businesses.

ECO.9-12.6: Analyze the ways in which economic systems structure choices about
how goods and services are to be produced and distributed.

HIS.9-12.3: Analyze complex and interacting factors that influenced the
perspectives of people during different historical eras.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.3: Evaluate various explanations for actions or events
and determine which explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging
where the text leaves matters uncertain.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.8: Evaluate an author's premises, claims, and evidence
by corroborating or challenging them with other information.

ISTE 1.3c: Students curate information from digital resources using a variety of tools and
methods to create collections of artifacts that demonstrate meaningful connections or
conclusions.

ISTE 1.3d: Students build knowledge by actively exploring real-world issues and
problems, developing ideas and theories and pursuing answers and solutions.

TPS Vision of the Graduate Skills and Dispositions:

TPS VOG Ciritical Thinking & Problem Solving: Students analyze the causes and
consequences of regime change, revolutions, democratization, and economic
transformation.

TPS VOG Self-Efficacy: Students demonstrate the ability to analyze political and
economic shifts with confidence using comparative data.

TPS VOG Innovation: Students generate original ideas to address issues such as
inequality, reform, and global economic influence.

TPS VOG Integrity: Students evaluate the ethical implications of leadership,
revolution, and policy choices in times of crisis or transition.

Essential Questions
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What are the key causes of political change in different regime types, and how do
regimes respond to demands for reform or revolution? (4.1)

How do governments maintain or lose legitimacy during periods of political or economic
transition? (4.2)

What roles do social movements and interest groups play in shaping or challenging
political change? (4.3)

How does globalization influence domestic political institutions, regime stability, and
public policy? (4.4)

In what ways do governments adopt economic liberalization policies, and how does this
affect citizens and political legitimacy? (4.5)

What are the causes and consequences of political corruption, and how is it addressed
across different regimes? (4.6)

How do political institutions and policy choices affect inequality and access to public
goods? (4.7)

How do countries respond differently to political and economic challenges in a globalized
world? (4.8)

Scope and Sequence:

Examine types of political change, reform, revolution, and coups—and compare their
causes and consequences across regime types.

Evaluate how regimes gain, lose, and maintain legitimacy through adaptation or
repression in response to internal and external pressures.

Analyze democratization as a process, including transitions, consolidation, and
democratic backsliding in hybrid and authoritarian regimes.

Assess the impact of globalization on political sovereignty, regime legitimacy, and
domestic institutions across the six core AP countries.

Study how economic liberalization policies, such as privatization, market reform, and
foreign investment, affect state-society relations and legitimacy.

Explore the role of civil society, interest groups, and protest movements in catalyzing or
resisting political change.

Compare regime responses to political unrest, including surveillance, censorship,
co-optation, and state-sponsored violence.

Investigate political and economic inequalities as drivers of instability and conflict,
particularly in resource-dependent or authoritarian states.

Evaluate transparency and corruption as indicators of regime performance; analyze the
role of global institutions like the IMF and World Bank.

Apply concepts through comparative case studies:

Iran and Nigeria: revolutions, democratization, and contested transitions

Russia and China: resilience of authoritarianism, economic reform under centralized
rule

Mexico and the UK: liberalization, civil society, and institutional reform
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Academic Vocabulary

Globalization
Economic liberalization

Political opposition

e Political change e Privatization

e Regime change e Neoliberalism

e Reform e Structural adjustment programs
e Revolution e [MF (International Monetary Fund)
e Coup d’état e World Bank

e Democratization e Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
e Political legitimacy e Corruption

e Civil society e Transparency International

e Social movement e Resource curse

e [nterest groups e Development

e Political stability e Inequality

[ J [ J

[ J

Documents

Waples, Chapter 8, Party and Electoral Systems and Citizen Organizations

Waples Mexico, Chapter 3: Party and Electoral Systems and Citizen Organizations, Pages 67-73
Waples United Kingdom, Chapter 5: Party and Electoral Systems and Citizen Organizations,
Pages 138-143

Waples Russia, Chapter 7: Party and Electoral Systems and Citizen Organizations, Pages
215-220

Waples Nigeria, Chapter 9: Party and Electoral Systems and Citizen Organizations, Pages
264-268, 279-286, 299-302

Waples China, Chapter 11: Party and Electoral Systems and Citizen Organizations, Pages
349-353

Waples Iran, Chapter 13: Party and Electoral Systems and Citizen Organizations, Pages 410-418

Additional Documents:

Freedom House — Nations in Transit https://freedomhouse.org/

V-Dem (Varieties of Democracy) https://www.v-dem.net/

Fragile States Index https:/fragilestatesindex.org/

Human Development Index (UNDP) https://hdr.undp.org/en/data

CIA World Factbook — Government Profiles https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/

Our World in Data — Democracy & Political Change https://ourworldindata.org/democracy
International IDEA — Political Participation & Elections https://www.idea.int/
CrashCourse: Political Revolutions & Regime Change (YouTube)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7HZzGXnYL5I
Vox: Why People Protest (YouTube) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y8UfwjaT72E
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Assured Experience

Formative Assessments:

Authoritarian Response Scenario Analysis

Given a political crisis scenario (e.g., protest, economic downturn), analyze how an
authoritarian regime might respond—via repression, co-optation, or reform—and explain
the impact on stability and legitimacy.

Democratization Case Study Brief

Research a case of democratization or democratic backsliding in one AP country (e.g.,
Mexico, Russia). Use Freedom House or V-Dem data to assess causes, processes, and
outcomes.

Summative Assessments:

FRQ + MCQ Combo AP-style multiple-choice questions on regime change, political
stability, and economic systems

1 Free-Response Question (FRQ):
Compare how one democratic and one authoritarian regime responded to a political or
economic crisis. Explain how their regime type influenced their approach and outcomes.

Comparative Essay: Regime & Economic Adaptation

Write an essay comparing how an authoritarian regime and a democratic regime adapted
to a shared challenge (e.g., economic collapse, foreign pressure). Evaluate how their
responses impacted legitimacy, capacity, and regime survival.

Time Allocation
Approximately 3 weeks
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UNIT S - PUBLIC POLICY, GLOBALIZATION & RIGHTS

Unit Goals

At the completion of this unit, students will:

CG.Inq.7.9-12: Construct arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources.
CG.Inq.8.9-12: Present adaptations or solutions to problems, considering a range of
perspectives.

CG.Inq.5.9-12: Develop explanations and use evidence to support them.

CIV.9-12.13: Evaluate public policies in terms of intended and unintended
outcomes, and related consequences.

CIV.9-12.14: Analyze historical, contemporary, and emerging means of changing
societies, promoting the common good, and protecting rights.

GEO.9-12.4: Evaluate how political and economic decisions throughout time have
influenced cultural and environmental characteristics of various places and regions.
HIS.9-12.5: Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by
unique circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.3: Evaluate various explanations for actions or events
and determine which explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging
where the text leaves matters uncertain.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.7: Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of
information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well
as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.9: Integrate information from diverse sources, both
primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting
discrepancies among sources.

ISTE 1.7b: Students use collaborative technologies to work with others, including peers,
experts or community members, to examine issues and problems from multiple
viewpoints.

ISTE 1.7d: Students explore local and global issues and use collaborative
technologies to work with others to investigate solutions.

TPS Vision of the Graduate Skills and Dispositions:

TPS VOG Critical Thinking & Problem Solving: Students assess public policies for
effectiveness, equity, and impact using political indicators and real-world data.
TPS VOG Communication: Students present policy analysis in well-supported
arguments, essays, and multimedia formats.

TPS VOG Integrity: Students examine how governments protect or restrict civil
liberties and political rights, and the moral consequences of those actions.

TPS VOG Emotional Intelligence: Students interpret the societal and individual
effects of government policy decisions, including on marginalized groups.

TPS VOG Innovation: Students develop and propose solutions to public challenges
informed by global best practices and comparative models.

TPS VOG Self-Efficacy: Students demonstrate confidence in using data, evidence,
and comparative reasoning to support civic and policy recommendations.
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Essential Question

How do different political systems formulate and implement public policy, and what
factors influence those processes?

In what ways do regime type and institutional structures affect the scope and content of
public policy?

How do governments balance domestic priorities with global pressures in policymaking?
What roles do international organizations and agreements play in shaping domestic policy
agendas?

How do states protect or restrict political rights and civil liberties, and how do citizens
respond?

How do transparency, accountability, and corruption affect regime legitimacy and policy
outcomes?

What indicators can be used to evaluate the effectiveness and equity of public policy
across countries?

How do globalization and international relations impact national sovereignty and regime
stability?

Scope and Sequence:

Introduce the policymaking process and analyze how institutional structures shape public
policy outcomes in democratic and authoritarian regimes.

Evaluate how regime type influences policy priorities, implementation strategies, and
responsiveness to citizen demands.

Compare the development and effectiveness of social policies, including healthcare,
education, and welfare, across the six AP countries.

Assess how governments protect or restrict civil liberties and civil rights, and how these
protections vary by legal and institutional frameworks.

Explore policy responses to demographic shifts, including aging populations, youth
bulges, and urbanization, and their implications for stability.

Investigate environmental and technological policy, including government strategies for
addressing climate change, pollution, and surveillance.

Analyze the role of international organizations, NGOs, and foreign actors in shaping or
pressuring domestic policy reform.

Examine how public policy reflects broader ideological goals, state capacity, and regime
legitimacy, particularly during times of crisis.

Study unintended policy consequences, including backlash, protest, or institutional
reform, in response to failed or unpopular measures.

Apply concepts through comparative case studies:
China and Iran: surveillance, censorship, and state-led technology policy
Mexico and Nigeria: health, education, and welfare challenges in developing

democracies
UK and Russia: environmental policy, demographic change, and global obligations
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Documents

Waples, Chapter 10, Globalization

Waples, Chapter 12, Political and Economic Change

Waples Mexico, Chapter 3: Political and Economic Change, Pages 79-96

Waples United Kingdom, Chapter 5: Political and Economic Change, Pages 150-157
Waples Russia, Chapter 7: Political and Economic Change, Pages 224-230

Waples Nigeria, Chapter 9: Political and Economic Change, Pages 292-299

Waples China, Chapter 11: Political and Economic Change, Pages 332-336, 358-370
Waples Iran, Chapter 13: Political and Economic Change, Pages 393-397, 427-442

Additional Texts:

Freedom House — Civil Liberties & Political Rights Scores https://freedomhouse.org/
V-Dem (Varieties of Democracy) — Rights & Governance Data https:/www.v-dem.net/
Transparency International — Corruption Perceptions Index https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi
Human Development Index (UNDP) https://hdr.undp.org/en/data

Fragile States Index — Governance Challenges https://fragilestatesindex.org/

World Bank — Public Spending, Health & Education Data https://data.worldbank.org/
International Monetary Fund (IMF) — Globalization Reports
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/ WEO

Our World in Data — Health, Education, and Human Rights https://ourworldindata.org/
CrashCourse: Globalization Explained (YouTube)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5SnR-e0S6lc

TED-Ed: What is the Role of Government? https://www.voutube.com/watch?v=J0gosGXSgsl

Assured Experience

Formative Assessments:
Policy Output vs. Outcome Sort
Analyze examples of public policy from AP 6 countries (e.g., education reforms,

healthcare programs). Sort each into outputs (government actions) or outcomes (impact
on citizens), and explain the difference.

Globalization Case Study
Research how globalization (e.g., IMF, NGOs, trade agreements) has influenced domestic
policy in one AP 6 country. Analyze the effects on sovereignty and citizen well-being.

Rights & Freedoms Comparison Chart
Compare civil liberties, political rights, and legal protections in at least three A countries
using Freedom House or V-Dem data. Identify patterns based on regime type.

Public Policy Simulation: Budget Dilemma
Students take on roles (president, finance minister, citizens, opposition party) and debate
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how to allocate limited funds to public policy priorities (education, healthcare,
infrastructure, defense).

Summative Assessments:

AP-style multiple-choice questions on public policy, rights, and the effects of
globalization.

FRQ Prompt:

Compare how two governments (one democratic, one authoritarian or hybrid) have
addressed a major policy challenge. Explain how regime type influenced policy
development, implementation, and citizen response.

Governance Scorecard Project

Create a "report card" for an AP 6 country based on policy performance, rights
protection, and globalization response. Use data from HDI, Fragile States Index, Freedom
House, and Transparency International to rate performance in categories like education,
healthcare, infrastructure, and civil liberties.

Time Allocation
Approximately 3 weeks

36



Comparative Government & Politics
Advanced Placement
Final Project

Global Issue & Political Systems in Practice

Project Overview

In this final project, your group will investigate a current and politically significant issue in one
of the six AP Comparative Government countries: United Kingdom, Russia, China, Iran,
Mexico, Nigeria. You will analyze how this issue reflects your country's political system, regime
type, institutions, or public policy. Your work must be informed by at least three course units,
incorporate relevant data to support your analysis, and include a comparison to another AP 6
country.

This is your opportunity to demonstrate your mastery of the course by applying real-world
knowledge, political science concepts, and comparative thinking.

What You’ll Submit

1. Project Proposal
a. Issue statement
b. Research question(s)
c. Unit connections
d. Initial sources
2. Multimedia Presentation (25 minutes)
Google Slides, Prezi, Canva, or video
b. All group members must present
c. Use visuals: charts, graphs, maps, images
d. Cite all sources directly in slide
3. Works Cited Page
a. Atleast 5 credible sources
b. MLA or APA format
c. Q&A Session (10 minutes)
d. Audience asks political questions
e. Group must respond with evidence and vocabulary

Content Expectations

Issue Analysis

®

e Describe the issue, political significance, and key stakeholders
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Course Unit Integration (choose at least 3):

Unit 1 — Political systems, sovereignty, regime type

Unit 2 — Political institutions and authority structures

Unit 3 — Political culture, participation, civil society

Unit 4 — Regime change, authoritarianism, economic systems

Unit 5 — Public policy, globalization, rights
Comparative Connection

e Reference another AP country to compare or contrast government response, regime type,
or citizen participation

Use of Data

e Use data (e.g., stats, rankings, reports) to support your arguments
e Don’t just list data — interpret and explain its significance

Policy Solutions

e One domestic solution appropriate to your country’s political system
e One international solution involving cooperation or reform

Audience Participation Requirement

All students must participate in Q&A sessions by:
Asking at least one question per group

Using course vocabulary

Referring to political systems or concepts
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Grading Breakdown of Presentation: 40 Points

Criteria Description Points
Clarity & Clear, logical, well-structured presentation /10
Organization

Visuals & Design Professional slides, visuals enhance /10
message

Sources & Data Uses 5+ credible sources; data supports /10
argument

Group Collaboration Equal speaking roles, smooth transitions /5

Q&A Performance Accurate, confident use of course concepts /5

Grading Breakdown of Research: 60 Points

Criteria Description Points

Issue Analysis Explains political context and significance /15
Unit Connections Ties issue to at least 3 course units /15
Comparative Meaningful reference to another AP /10
Analysis country

Use of Data Interprets data to support political /10

arguments
Solutions Realistic domestic and global proposals /10
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Category

Clarity &
Organization

(10)

Visuals &
Design (10)

Sources &
Data Use (10)

Group
Collaboration

)

Q&A
Engagement

)

Grading Rubrics for Final Project Presentation

Exceeds
Expectations

Presentation is
logical,
polished, and
flows
smoothly with
clear
transitions

Professional
and engaging
visuals that
enhance
understanding

5+ credible
sources; data
is
well-integrated
, interpreted,
and supports
analysis

All members
contribute
equally;
teamwork is
seamless and
effective

Responds
confidently
and accurately
using AP
vocabulary
and evidence

Meets
Expectations

Mostly clear
and
organized,
minor issues

Visuals are
mostly
relevant and
useful

Meets source
minimum;
some data

used
effectively

Most
members
contribute;
some
imbalance

Responses are
mostly
accurate;
some
development
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Approaching
Expectations

Some
disorganization
or unclear
structure

Some visuals
are unclear or
inconsistent

Sources or data
are weakly used
or not fully
explained

Uneven
participation or
unclear roles

Responses are
basic or unclear

Below
Expectations

Disorganized
or hard to
follow

Visuals are
missing or
distracting

Few/no
sources;
minimal or
unrelated data

One or more
members do
not contribute

Unable to
respond
effectively

Points
Earne
d

/10

/10

/10

/5

/5



Category

Issue Analysis &

Context (15)

Unit Integration

(15)

Comparative
Analysis (10)

Use of Data &
Evidence (10)

Policy Solutions

(Domestic &
Global) (10)

Exceeds
Expectations

Thorough
explanation of
issue with
political
context,
history, and
relevance

Effectively
connects to 3+
course units
with accurate
use of political
science
vocabulary

Insightful,
meaningful
comparison to
another AP
country with
political
relevance

Data strongly
supports
argument;
explained,
interpreted,
and visualized
when
appropriate

Realistic,
well-justified
solutions
grounded in
regime and
institutional
context

Meets Approaching
Expectation  Expectations
s
Issue is Basic issue
clearly explanation;
explained missing depth
with some
political
context
Uses 2-3 Connections are
units; mostly shallow or
accurate unclear
terms and
ideas
Comparison Weak or
is clear but superficial
not fully comparison
developed
Data is Data is limited,
present and  unclear, or not
somewhat well explained
analyzed
Solutions Solutions are
proposed but vague or
may lack incomplete
depth or
realism
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Below
Expectations

Issue is vague,
off-topic, or
lacks
relevance

Units are not
addressed or
incorrectly
applied

No valid
comparison
included

Data is
missing or
unrelated to

content

No feasible
solutions
provided

Points
Earned

/15

/15

/10

/10

/10



METHODS OF ASSESSMENT

AP Comparative Government and Politics will utilize diverse and intentional assessment
strategies to prepare students for the AP Exam and for future academic, civic, and professional
success. Assessments are designed to develop and measure students’ ability to think critically,
compare political systems, and communicate effectively. This course includes both traditional
assessments and alternative, project-based assessments aligned with college-readiness standards,
AP expectations, inquiry-based learning, and Connecticut Social Studies Standards.

Assessment Goals

Assessments are designed to develop students’ ability to:

Describe, analyze, and compare political institutions, regimes, and policy outcomes
across countries

Evaluate and interpret reading materials, political data, and case studies

Synthesize information from multiple sources and construct clear, evidence-based
arguments

Make meaningful connections between course content and global political issues

Answer structured Free Response Questions (FRQs) with precision and support

Develop and present research using credible academic and digital sources

Use technology to produce, communicate, and present political analysis

Engage in collaborative and inquiry-based investigations into political systems and issues

Student Class Contribution
Student involvement in discussions and collaborative work will be assessed based on:

Depth of insight, frequency, and quality of participation in whole-group and small-group
settings

Critical thinking, questioning, and application of political concepts

Ability to adopt informed perspectives and challenge assumptions

Collaboration and leadership in team-based simulations, debates, and project-based
learning

Traditional Assessment Methods

1.

Timed In-Class FRQs (Free Response Questions)
Assesses students' ability to:
o Organize and defend arguments clearly under time constraints
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o Respond to real AP-style prompts using comparative evidenceDemonstrate
conceptual and analytical understanding of course content

2. Unit Exams (modeled on the AP Exam)
Assesses students' ability to:
o Interpret and analyze multiple-choice questions based on core concepts and
country cases
Write focused, evidence-supported responses to comparative analysis questions
Demonstrate mastery of key terms, institutions, and political processes across all
six AP countries

3. Quizzes and Concept Checks
Assesses students' ability to:
o Recall key vocabulary, concepts, and structures
o Apply comparative government terminology in context

Alternative and Project-Based Assessments

1. Inquiry-Based Research Projects
Assesses students' ability to:
o Investigate political systems, current events, and policy debates
o Collect, analyze, and cite data from reliable international sources
o Present findings in multimedia formats (infographics, reports, slide decks)
o Address global political questions through a comparative lens

2. Simulations and Role-Plays
Assesses students' ability to:
o Participate in structured debates, model UN-style forums, or policy negotiations
o Represent stakeholders and justify decisions based on country-specific contexts
o Collaborate to design or reform political systems in response to global challenges

3. Final Projects and Portfolios
Assesses students' ability to:
o Apply knowledge from multiple units to a comprehensive comparative analysis
o Design civic action or advocacy proposals tied to political reform or public policy
o Reflect on growth in understanding, skill development, and political awareness

43



SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS & INTERNET RESOURCES
General Course Resources:

AP Central (College Board)

BBC orld News https //wwwbbc com/news/world
CIA World Factbook: https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/
BBC Country Profiles: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-12103315

Fordham Modern History Sourcebook: https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook.asp
C-SPAN AP Comparative Portal:

https://sites.google.com/view/c-spanclassroom-featured/world-history-and-governments/ap-com

parative-government-and-politics
Simple Studies — AP Comp Gov Guide:_https://simplestudies.org/studyguides/ap-comp-gov

Fiveable — AP Comp Gov Exam Prep: https://library.fiveable.me/ap-comp-gov

Human Rights Watch: https://www.hrw.org/
United Nations: https://www.un.org/

OECD: https://www.oecd.org/

IMF: https://www.imf.org/en/Countries

Financial Times (Free for Schools): https://www.ft.com/secondary-schools
BBC World Service: https://www.bbc.co.uk/worldserviceradio

AP Daily Videos (YouTube): https://www.youtube.com/c/advancedplacement

Official Government Pages by Country:

United Kingdom:

UK Government: https://www.gov.uk/

UK Parliament: https://www.parliament.uk/

Prime Minister’s Office:
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/prime-ministers-office-10-downing-street

Russia:

President of Russia: http://en.kremlin.ru/

Russian Government: http://government.ru/en/
Federal Assembly (Duma): http://council.gov.ru/en/

China:
State Council of China: http://english.www.gov.cn/

National People’s Congress: http:/www.npc.gov.cn/englishnpc/
Ministry of Foreign Affairs: https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/

Iran:

President of Iran: https://www.president.ir/en
Iranian Parliament (Majlis): https://en.parliran.ir/
Ministry of Foreign Affairs: https://en.mfa.ir/
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Mexico:
Mexican Government: https://www.gob.mx/
Presidency of Mexico:_https://presidente.gob.mx/

Chamber of Deputies: https:/www.diputados.gob.mx/
Senate of Mexico: https://www.senado.gob.mx/

Nigeria:

Federal Government of Nigeria: https://nigeria.gov.ng/
National Assembly: https://www.nassnig.org/

Office of the President: https://statehouse.gov.ng/

Current Events Resources:

BBC News — World: https://www.bbc.com/news/world

Al Jazeera English: https://www.aljazeera.com/news

Reuters — World News: https://www.reuters.com/news/world
The Guardian — World: https: th rdian

NPR — World News: https://www.npr.org/sections/world/
Foreign Policy (FP): https://foreignpolicy.com/

Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) — Global Conflict Tracker:
https://www.cfr.org/global/global-conflict-tracker

The Diplomat: https://thediplomat.com/

The Economist — [nternational: https://www.economist.com/international
Axios World: https://www.axios.com/world
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SCHOOL WIDE RUBRICS

Trumbull High School School-Wide Reading Rubric

Category/Weight Exemplary Goal Waorking Toward Goal Needs Support
4 3 2 1-0
Respond Demonstrates exceptional Demonstrates understanding | Demonstrates general understanding | Demonstrates limited or no understanding of
understanding of text by: of text by: of text by: text by:
+ Clearly identifying the purpose of | * Identifying the * Partially identifying the purpose = Not identifying the purpose of the text
X the text fundamental purpose of of the text = Providing initial reaction not supported by
= Providing initial reaction richly the text * Providing initial reaction text
supported by text * Providing initial reaction somewhat supported by text = Providing an interpretation not
* Providing a perceptive supported by text * Providing a superficial supported by the text
interpretation * Providing a clear/straight interpretation of the text
forward interpretation of
the text
Interpret Student is able to exceptionally Student is able to interpret Student is able to interpret text by : Student demonstrates limited ability to
interpret text by : text by : * Guided reflection and/or revision imterpret text as evidenced by :
* Extensively reshaping, reflecting, * Reshaping, reflecting, of initial understanding = Struggle to implement guided reflection
X revising, and/or deepening initial revising, and/or * Summarizing some main ideas of and/or revision of initial understanding
understanding deepening initial text = Struggle to summarize any main ideas of
= Constructing insightful and understanding * Guided interpretation of text by text
perceptive ideas about the text. = Summarizing main ideas answering questions locating = Struggle to answer questions by locating
* Actively raising critical questions of text answers in text responses in text
and exploring multiple = Actively interpreting text
interpretations of the text by raising questions and
looking for answers in
text
Connect Demonstrates perceptive Demonstrates specific Demonstrates general connections Struggles to make connections
connections connections * text totext = text totext
* text totext = text totext *  text to self = text toself
X *  text to self = text to self *  text to world = text to world
* text to world = text to world
Evaluate Insightfully evaluates the text by one | Evaluates the text by one or A general evaluation of the text by Struggles to evaluate the text by any of the
or more of the following elements: more of the following one or more of the following following elements:
= Critical analysis to create a elements: elements: = Forming a conclusion from the text
X conclusion supported by the text = critical analysis to form a * Forms a superficial conclusion = Assessing the quality of the text

* Perceptive judgments about the
quality of the text
*  Synthesis of text
=  Express a personal opinion.

conclusion from the text
thoughtful judgments
about the guality of the
text

Evaluation of text to
express personal
opinion(s)

from the text
* Assesses the quality of the text
* Uses text to express personal
opinion(s)

= Using text to express personal opinion(s)
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Trumbull High School School-Wide Writing Rubric

Category/Weight Exemplary Goal Working Toward Goal Needs Support
4 3 2 1-0
Student work: Student work: Student work: work:
Purpose *  Establishes and maintains a *  Establishes and maintains *  Establishes a purpose Does not establish a
clear purpose a purpose clear purpose
X * Demonstrates an awareness

Demonstrates an insightful
understanding of audience and
task

* Demonstrates an
accurate awareness of
audience and task

of audience and task

Demonstrates
limited/no awareness
of audience and task

Organization

Reflects sophisticated

*  Reflects organization

Reflects some organization

Reflects little/no

organization throughout throughout throughout organization
X *  Demonstrates logical * Demonstrates logical * Demonstrates logical Lacks logical
progression of ideas progression of ideas progression of ideas at times progression of ideas
*  Maintains a clear focus *  Maintains a focus *  Maintains a vague focus Maintains little/no
focus
*  Utilizes effective transitions *  Utilizes transitions *  May utilize some ineffective
transitions Utilizes ineffective or
no transitions
Content * Isaccurate, explicit, and vivid * s accurate and relevant *  May contain some Is inaccurate and
inaccuracies unclear
X *  Exhibits ideas that are highly *  Exhibits ideas thatare

developed and enhanced by
specific details and examples

developed and supported
by details and examples

Exhibits ideas that are
partially supported by
details and examples

Exhibits limited/no
ideas supported by
specific details and

Use of Language

Demonstrates excellent use of
language

Demonstrates a highly effective
use of standard writing that
enhances communication

Contains few or no errors.
Errors do not detract from
meaning

* Demonstrates competent
use of language

* Demonstrates effective
use of standard writing
conventions

*  Contains few errors. Most
errors do not detract
from meaning

Demonstrates use of
language

Demonstrates use of
standard writing conventions

Contains errors that detract
from meaning

Demonstrates limited
competency in use of
language

Demonstrates limited
use of standard
writing conventions

Contains errors that
make it difficult to
determine meaning
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Trumbull High School School-Wide Independent Learning and Thinking Rubric

Category/Weight Exemplary Goal Working Toward Goal Meeds Support
4 3 2 1-0
Proposal Student demonstrates | Student Student Student
a strong sense of demonstrates demonstrates some demonstrates
X initiative by initiative by initiative by limited or no
generating compelling | generating generating questions, | initiative by
questions, creating appropriate creating appropriate generating few
uniguely original questions, projects/work. questions and
projects/work. creating original creating
projects/work. projects/work.
Independent Student is analytical, Student is Student reaches a Student is unable
Research & insightful, and works analytical, and solution with to reach a solution

Development

X

independently to
reach a solution.

works
productively to

reach a solution.

direction.

without consistent
assistance.

Presentation of
Finished Product

Presentation shows
compelling evidence
of an independent
learner and thinker.

Solution shows deep
understanding of the
problem and its
components.

Solution shows
extensive and
appropriate
application of 21*
Century Skills.

Presentation
shows clear
evidence of an
independent
learner and
thinker.

Solution shows
adequate
understanding
of the problem
and its
components.

Solution shows
adequate
application of
21" Century
Skills.

Presentation shows
some evidence of an
independent learner
and thinker.

Solution shows some
understanding of the
problem and its
components.

Solution shows some
application of 21"
Century Skills.

Presentation
shows limited or
no evidence of an
independent
learner and
thinker.

Solution shows
limited or no
understanding of
the problem.

Solution shows
limited or no
application of 21*
Century Skills.
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TPS Vision of the Graduate Rubric

TPS Vision of the Graduate Rubric
Skill Rubric: Collaboration Gr 9-12 (rev. 2024)

{Note: VOG Rubrics may revised by the district committee as needed)

Indicator of Attainment Eeglzmng Mezeis Exceeds TS
Does not or lacks a discussion on the Assigns roles and defines Assigns roles and defines contributions
strengths of each group member. contributions of those in the based upon the unigue knowledge,

PLANNING group. abilities, or interests of those in the
Works effectively with and is Does not define group roles. group.
receptive to the
ideas/contributions of group Suggests ways the group can Plans the approach to the task and
members. approach the task. anticipates challenges and resolutions.
Does not or rarely listens to the Utilizes the thinking of the group | Synthesizes and expresses the multiple
thinking of the group. in order to work toward the perspectives of the group in order to
completion of the task. complete the task.
COMMLUINICATION Provides little to no feedback.
Thinks with the group and
aCka‘fdgES mukiple Provides feedback. Provides feedback that improves the
Perspectives. quality of the task.
CONTRIBUTION Little or no contribution to the task. Sharo_es vyurk‘ reviews others Shares w_urk beyc_:nd the |nd|v1dua| task,
Works with others to complete a contributions and offers general construm_wely critiques others
feedback. contributions, and offers feedback to
task and shares the credit. b "
improve the overall quality of the task.
Little or no reflection on ways to adjust | Reflects and suggests individual | Applies relevant and diverse individual
REFLECTION the group’s collaboration process and/or collective contributions to | and collective contributions to monitor
Monitors individual and throughout adjust the group’s collaboration | and adjust the quality of the task.
collective contributions of each | the task/product. process to improve the quality of
group member throughout the the task.
completion of the task. Focuses only on individual
contributions to the task.
SCORING Beginning: 4 -6 Meets: 7 - 9 GOAL Exceeds: 10-12 _ 112
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TPS Vision of the Graduate Rubric
Skill Rubric: Communication Gr 9-12 (rev. 2024)

(Note: VOG Rubrics may revised by the district committee as needed)

Indicator of Anah*nent Beginning Meets Exceeds Ty
£l 2 3
Limited demonstration of understanding. | Purpose is identified and Purpose is identified and clearly articulated and
Purpose is not identified and/or not fully articulated but may be enhanced.
PURPOSE articulated. occasionally unclear.
Expresses ideas in alignment Clearly expresses ideas in alignment with the
with the intended purpose. Does not or partially expresses ideas in Expresses ideas with purpose. intended purpose.
alignment with purpose.
Makes connections beyond the intended purpose.
Demonstrates little to no awareness of Demonstrates an awareness of Clearly and consistently demonstrates a complete
the audience. the audience. awareness of the intended audience by connecting
to the audience and adjusting as needed. Engages
AUDIENCE with and responds to the intended audience in a
Demonstrates an awareness | Language and content is inappropriate Language and content is developmentally appropriate manner.
of the intended audience. andior ineffective for the audience. appropriate and helps the
audience understand the Language and content is appropriate and precise
topic/position. which helps the intended audience further
understand the topic/position.
The organizational structure is not and/or | Effective organizational structure | Clearly expresses ideas in alignment with the
minimally effective for the purpose. supports the purpose. intended purpose. Purpose is clearly identified and
ORGANIZATION connections are made beyond the intended
Organizes and supports ideas | The topic/position is not focused and/or The topic/pesition is focused, purpose.
in alignment with the intended | minimally supported by details. well thought out, and supported
purpose. by accurate and effective details. | Substantive and accurate details support and
extend the topic/position with exceptional
development, specificity, and depth.
Limited to no ability to listen to others. Listens to, evaluates, and Actively listens to, evaluates and responds to
responds to others. others.
LISTENING Unable to ask relevant questions. o )
Receives and responds to Asks relevant questions. Asks relevant questions that indicate an interest to
ideas in slignment with the Can not paraphraselrestate the _ learn more and understand further.
intended purpose message. Demonstrates understanding by
' accurately paraphrasing/restating | Demonstrates understanding by accurately
the message. paraphrasing/
restating the message and expanding upon the
ideas presented.
SCORING Beginning: 4 - 6 Meets: 7 -9 GOAL Exceeds: 10 - 12 /12

TPS Vision of the Graduate Rubric

Skill Rubric: Critical Thinking/Problem Solving Gr 9-12 (rev. 2024)

(Note: VOG Rubrics may revised by the district committee as needed)

Indicator of Attainment Beg':' ning Meze‘ls Ex:; =k Score
Exhibits limited and/or no Exhibits an understanding of key | Exhibits a thorough and accurate
UNDERSTANDING understanding of key concepts. concepts. understanding of key concepts and can
Identifies the problem, access thuse concepts from multiple
question or issue being perspectives.
addressed
PLANNING Shows limited to no evidence of a | Shows a plan, model or strategy | Shows innovative and creative thinking
Applies systematic thinking | plan, model or strategy to solve a to solve a problem. to solve a problem.
and selects strategies to problem
address the problem,
question or issue.
Unable to or has difficulty Questions and analyzes Questions and analyzes numerical,

QUESTIONING questioning and analyzing numerical, written, or visual data written, or visual data and selects the
Analvzes relevant numerical, written, or visual data and selects the relevant evidence. | most relevant and impactful evidence.
infonﬁlzati on related fo the and identifying related evidence.

roblem. question of issue Describes why different approaches to
p -4 . a problem or situation could yield the

same or similar results.
REFLECTION Solution is inadequately supported | Solution is accurately supported Solution is thorough, accurate, and
Makes evidence-based or supported with minimal by evidence and the student evidence-based
conclusionsiso\u;:ions and evidence, imited analysis of data makes conclusions based on
makes adiustments as and relevant information appropriate evidence Shows extensive, thoughtful and
needed toJ address the reflective thinking on how a problem is
. solved and makes adjustments as

praoblem, question or issue. needed
SCORING Beginning: 4 - 6 Meets: 7 -9 GOAL Exceeds: 10 - 12 112
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TPS Self-Efficacy Grades 9-12 (rev 2024) (Note: VOG Feedback Forms may revised as the district committee as needed)

VISION OF A GRADUATE
- GRADES 9-12

Definition: Self-Efficacy is the belief that you are capable of successfully performing a task or managing a situation.

A secondary student may demonstrate self-efficacy by:

e Asking for extra help to clarify a concept in math class so he/she can complete the

Reflective .
homework with success.

Opportunities

Areas of Growth

Dealing with frustration by taking a deep breath and reminding herself that she can look
back at the textbook and go to extra help before the test.

Participating in class discourse despite being unsure of the answer

Tackling new challenges with a positive attitude

Using positive self talk while playing sports even when losing

Entering a new grade and thinks that she will pass all of her classes, even though she
struggled in the past.

Setting personal goals and celebrating successes

Confidently participating in class discussions

Willingly accepting feedback from students and peers

Standing up for yourself or a peer after observing name calling

Feedback to Students

Goals (growth areas) for Future Learning

TPS Growth Mindset Grades 9-12 (rev 2024) (Note: VOG Feedback Forms may revised as the district committee as needed)

VISION OF A GRADUATE
- GRADES 9-12

Definition: The belief that one that can improve their intelligence or skills through continued hard work and adapt when faced with challenges.

A secondary school student may demonstrate a growth mindset by...

Reflective
Opportunities

Analyzing errors on assessments with the intent to expand their learning Areas of Growth

Exhibiting grit in task completion regardless of obstacles
Setting, adapting, and completing short term and long term goals

Understand that failure is a part of being a life-long learner, and responds with

persistence and/or trying other methodologies

e Shows resourcefulness by consulting with other entities as needed in order to find ways
to accomplish a task

e Taking breaks when needed in order accomplish small components towards the larger

goal

Identify the leverage aspects of a task that will move completion forward

Exhibiting flexibility and adaptability while going through the process of goal setting

Develop a path to succeed by evaluating one’s own abilities

Shows drive and motivation with an end goal in mind.

Continuing in a course of action, using discouragement, opposition or previous failure

as learning opportunities to continue towards achieving goals.

Feedback to Students

Goals (growth areas) for Future Learning
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TPS Innovation Grades 9-12 (rev 2024) (Note: VOG Feedback Forms may revised as the district committee as needed)
VISION OF A GRADUATE
- GRADES 9-12

Definition: Innovation is the ability to look at something familiar and see new possibilities, which leads to curiosity about new learning and the
desire to create something original or imaginative

Behavioral Examples:
A secondary school student may demonstrate

Reflective innovation/creativity/curiosity by...

Opportunities

Areas of Growth
Giving a presentation that has a high degree of creativity.
Trying a unique, different method to solve a problem instead of the one shown by the
teacher

e Incorporating new technology, such as creating a podcast, to enhance their final project
in class.
Independently researching a topic from class that was of particular interest
Expressing excitement about the opportunity to do/try something new

e Suggests a new and different approach to the assignment, such as creating a song
instead of writing an open ended response

o Demonstrating eagemness to take learning beyond the classroom, like researching your
own family history after learning about ancestry
Asking questions to intellectually challenge teachers and peers
Designing or improving new processes or approaches
Generating ideas for how to approach the group project

Feedback to Students

Goals (growth areas) for Future Learning
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TPS Emotional Intelligence Grades 9-12 (rev 2024) (Note: VOG Feedback Forms may revised as the district committee as needed)

VISION OF A GRADUATE
- GRADES 9-12

Definition: Students exhibit an aptitude for being able to identify how and why they are feeling, and how to regulate and address those emaotions.

A secondary school student may demonstrate emotional intelligence by...

. e Showing empathy for others; for example, understanding when a classmate may not be able to
Reﬂemve_ . complete an assignment at the same level. Areas of Growth
Opportunities o Working with classmates cooperatively despite differences.

e Using strategies to regulate their own emotions and behaviors and/or helps peers when they are
frustrated or sad.

e  Exercising empathy in a way that spreads joy and positivity through representing the strengths
of others or the situation (eg. we have the materials to finish the project or our differences in the
team give us strengths to accomplish goals even better than on our own)

e Accurately expressing their emotional state when faced with frustration (eg. failing a test, not
being asked to the dance)

e Talking about conflicts such as deciding on roles in a group in order to respectfully and
sensitively find solutions

e Encouraging classmates to behave properly for a substitute teacher (showing self-control of
their behavior and emotions).

e Building relationships despite differences (has friends with different abilities and backgrounds)

* Recognizing group dynamics during collaborative tasks and communicating so that roles are
distributed with sensitivity (choosing teammates for a sport or project, volunteering for roles,
suggesting configurations sensitively)

* Accepting responsibility for actions after making a mistake

e Honoring classmates in their work together by understanding people have different
perspectives and ways of expressing their emotions.

e Handling setbacks and adapting when things don’t go according to plan.

e Following through with commitments showing reliability and trustworthiness with peers and
adults.

e Demonstrates confidence by volunteering to present materials to a large crowd for the first
time.

Feedback to Students

Goals (growth areas) for Future Learning
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TPS Integritv Grades 9-12 (rev 2024) (Note: VOG Feedback Forms may revised as the district committee as needed)

VISION OF A GRADUATE
GRADES 9-12

Definition: Integrity is doing the right thing even when it's hard or when no one is looking.

A secondary school student may demonstrate integrity by...

Showing up on time to class and doing homework in a timely manner Areas of

Noticing when another student drops her/his books in the hallway, and helps to pick them up Growth

Returning a wallet that is found in the parking lot with the content intact

Helping an individual who is struggling with learning - offers to help with Algebra homework by

solving similar problems (peer to peer learning)

e Volunteering to help with a service project with the Trumbull Food Bank-creates flyers and collects
canned food items with permission from the principal.

o Respecting her peer who is wearing a sari

Speaking up when student overhears a peer being teased and/or by privately letting the teacher know

what happened/Name calling is hurtful, think before you speak

Advocating for a peer after observing another student calling someone names

Volunteering to help at practice for the Unified basketball team.

Taking pride in their work and behaviors

Using school resources such as WeVideo appropriately; when asked to use it for school assignments

and not personal video making, the students only created the science video to document learning.

¢ Dressing and accessorizing in their own style and confidently walking into school regardless of the
reactions of others. Be yourself in the face of adversity

o Modeling appropriate behavior and ignoring negative?bad? behavior when provoked by others

Reflective
Opportunities

Feedback to Students

Goals (growth areas) for Future Learning

CURRENT REFERENCES

AP Comparative Government & Politics — College Board Course Home:
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-comparative-government-and-politics

College Board AP Central Classroom Resources:

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-comparative-government-and-politics/classroom-re
sources

Common Core State Standards — Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12:
https://thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/

Connecticut Social Studies Standards & Frameworks (2023):
https://portal.ct.eov/SDE/CT-Core-Standards/Materials-for-Teachers/Science-Social-Studies-Wor
ld-Languages/Social-Studies

ISTE Standards for Students: https://iste.org/standards/students
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