Fargo Youth Initiative

FPS to Oversee Expanded Fargo Youth Initiative

Fargo Public Schools is seizing an opportunity to continue giving students a voice in the Fargo
community.

FPS, with administrative assistance from the Boys & Girls Clubs of the Red River Valley, will now
oversee an expanded Fargo Youth Initiative. The committee, originally created by the Fargo City
Commission, has met regularly since 2013 to discuss opportunities and share input on issues
facing young people in the community and provided input to the City Commission and City of
Fargo staff.

As it moves to Fargo Public Schools, FYI will now have the opportunity to expand its engagement
and will now meet with liaisons from the Fargo Board of Education and the Fargo Park Board in
addition to the Fargo City Commission, with a potential to add more organizations.

“We are hopeful we can expand our influence with this change, as youth are often an overlooked
group on many issues that directly affect us,” said FYI Chair Isabella Meyer, who is a senior at
Fargo North High School.

FPS Superintendent Dr. Cory Steiner will work with the students, providing them with crucial
resources, including connecting them with leaders throughout the metro and coordinating
opportunities for their voices to be heard.

“Our future leaders are our students. The students of today want to make a difference. They want
to be listened to,” FPS Superintendent Dr. Steiner said. “If we allow them to lead and listen to
what they say, we can create a future which is more kind, respectful, and collaborative. Our
students have remarkable abilities and it is time to allow them to demonstrate that.”

The Fargo City Commission recently began discussions on scaling back its committees and felt it
would not have the capacity to continue leading FYI. City Commissioner Denise Kolpack, who was
the commission’s liaison to FYI; Boys & Girls Clubs CEO and Fargo Board of Education Vice
President Robin Nelson; and Fargo Board of Education Member Kristin Nelson worked with Dr.
Steiner and FPS to find a solution that would keep FYI alive and transfer leadership of the
initiative to the school district.




FYI, cont.

As the Fargo Youth Initiative moves forward, Kolpack will continue to serve as liaison to the
Fargo City Commission, Kristin Nelson will be liaison to the Fargo Board of Education, and Zoé
Absey will serve as liaison to the Fargo Park Board.

“This has the potential to be one of the most impactful things we can do at FPS,” Dr. Steiner said.
“The greatest resource we have are students. | can only imagine the greatness we have in our
11,000-plus students. | do not believe we have given them the opportunity to truly lead and this
has the chance to change the future of the metro area.”

In its history, the projects undertaken by the Fargo Youth Initiative include conducting a student
needs assessment, with a focus on mental health and racial equality; hosting an annual youth
conference called “Impact Fargo,” which focused on ways youth can get involved in their
community and local government; and analyzing policy and making recommendations related to
improving racial equality in schools and mental health in schools.

As it moves into the future, the opportunity to connect with more civic organizations will provide
even greater opportunities to impact and serve the community.

“I hope they can begin to work across the city with other students on major projects,” Dr. Steiner
said. “Fill the Dome was a great example of the power of students, and | think that only scratched
the surface of what could be.”
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