
Policy 
  
INSTRUCTION        8503 
 

INDEPENDENT EDUCATIONAL EVALUATIONS 
 

Page 1 of 1 

I. The School District has established the following policy on independent educational 
evaluations for district children with disabilities or for district children who are referred 
to the Committee on Special Education because they are suspected of having an 
educational disability and may, therefore, be in need of special education. 

 
II. Parents of children with disabilities or suspected disabilities have the right under Federal 

and State regulations to obtain an independent evaluation at public expense under certain 
conditions. Regulatory standards are outlined in New York State Regulations of the 
Commissioner of Education, Part 200.5 (g)(1)(i). Additionally, the Federal Regulations 
(34 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 300.503) specify requirements for an 
independent evaluation. 
 

III. The purpose of this policy and the ensuing regulation(s) is to explain the rights of parents 
of children with disabilities, or for children who have been referred to the Committee on 
Special Education because they are suspected of having an educational disability and 
being in need of special education services, of their rights to an independent educational 
evaluation, and of the rights of parents and the responsibilities of the school district with 
regard to independent evaluations, and to avoid any misunderstandings. 
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