






Golf and Montessori share a focus on self-
discipline, individuality, and valuing process 
over outcomes. In this way, Putting For Post 

Oak—the school’s occasional golf tournament—is 
a perfect tradition. Since 2021, parents, alumni, 
and friends have gathered for eighteen holes and 
camaraderie. The 2025 event at Houston Oaks was  
no exception.

 With clear skies and stellar weather, fifteen teams 
enjoyed a beautiful day thanks to the hard work of 
co-chairs Carlin Putman and Darryll De Vera, who 
spent nearly a year planning a memorable experience for 
golfers and guests alike. Highlights included Darryll’s 
foursome taking first place, the Post Oak Alumni team 
earning “Most Fun,” and the debut of the lively Heckle 
Hole, where a few parents cheered and teased players. 
After a relaxed day on the course, everyone gathered 
for lunch and awards, celebrating the generosity of 
everyone who made the event possible.

 Post Oak is deeply grateful to our lead host, Marcus 
Spagnoletti, and all the families and friends who 
supported the occasion: Holly and Michael Garner, 
Susanna and Clay Kartye, Mission Construction, PNC 
Bank, PromoPrint, Whitney and Marc Walsh, Sabina 
and Mani Walia, and Paul and Susan Torn Young, and 
Christi and Jordan Zweig. •

ROOTS MAGAZINE | 2025  29



30  THE POST OAK SCHOOL

Our Deepest Gratitude
The strength of Post Oak comes, in part, from a community that chooses to invest in possibility. 

Through gifts to the Post Oak Fund, participation in special events, and countless acts of generosity, 

families and friends help bring the Montessori vision to life. This meaningful giving turns what you 

imagine for your students into a daily reality. We offer our heartfelt thanks to everyone who supported 

the school during the 2024–2025 year.
—Evan Wildstein, Advancement Director

The 2025–2026 
Post Oak Fund
Chaired by Maura Joyce,  
Head of School

VISIONARIES
Katie Padden and Rick Evans

FOUNDERS
Lynn Atkinson and David Drucker
Jennifer and Doug Bosch
Kelly Fox and John Bratton
Ann and Bob Croyle
Holly and Michael Garner
Jhenny and Conrad Goerl
Randall Jamail
Carlin and Damon Putman
Jordan and Dylan Seff
Andy and Marcus Spagnoletti
Sol D’Atri and Andres Steverlynck
Ana Leon Paez Othon and Jaime Suarez  

Hack Prestinary
Allison and Troy Thacker
Whitney and Marc Walsh

LEADERS
Shonali and Rakesh Agrawal
Vanessa and Charles Ames
Maura Joyce and Roberto Argentina
Alkim and Mert Arslan
Julie and Stewart Baker
Elise and Jeffrey Bentch
Mary Kogut
Vareen and Dave Cunningham
Lisa Heyden and Stephen Douglas
Tina Petersen and John Duboise
Laura and Jerry Edrington

Margaret and TJ Farnsworth
Rachel and Brian Foley
Debra and Stephen Gilbreath
Ceyda Kora Gursel and Anil Gursel
Elyza and Sanjay Jain
Reena and Medhavi Jogi
Susanna and Clay Kartye
Jennifer and Michael Kavalinas
Jenny Lin and Joseph Lee
Mission Construction LP
Alison Wong and Blaine McElroy
Pat and Bill Mitchell
Evy Pappas
PNC
Vidisha Prasad
Andal Radha Krishnan and  

Manjiv Jayakumar
Julia and Will Robinson
Alicia Kowalchuk and Benjamin Saldaña
Daniela and Manolo Sanchez
Megan and Tanner Scott
Nehal Patel and Jatin Shah
Shama Essa and Ahmad Shakurjamal
Meredith and Zach Smith
Jessica and Josh Solera
Marie and Doug Walt
Virginia Lachman and Jeisun Wen
Kathy Zhang-Rutledge and Mack Wilson
Anita and Alan Ying
Xuan Zhou and Weihong Zhang
Christi and Jordan Zweig

FAMILIES
Sheryl and Steven Abrahams
Crystal Dawli and Eiman Alian
Tatiana and Felipe Alice
Hillary Boswell and Carl Allen

Jennifer Truong and Rod Apuyan
Emily Armenta
Jennifer and Farzad Askari
Odette Arredondo and Clark Bartee
Lorena Dogliani and Javier Bergerot
Ashlee and David Bixby
Arielle and Dylan Blackford
Shilpa Chunchu
Ambreen and Yousuf Chaudhary
Jessica and Yiu-Hei Ching
Carolyn Leap and Neil Chodash
Stephanie Kwok and Leonard Chow
Allaire and Michael Clark
Amanda Jagolino-Cole and Jonathan Cole
Brad and Kristy Defenbaugh
Melissa and Kha Dinh
Leigh and Gavin Dove
Emily and Lincoln Downs
Maria Garcia Gomez and 

Alfonso Duarte Rioseco
Cynthia and Bob Duboise
Carissa and Nicolas Espinosa
Brittany and Halfdan Falkum-Hansen
Mindi and James Franks
Geri Harris and Jose Garcia-Gamba
Olena Mytruk and Kevin Mytruk Garland
Laura Nathan-Garner and Richard Garner
Alyx and Andrew Gautier-Winther
Flourance and Frederic Gautier-Winther
Chantel and Eric Graham
Allison and David Hamilton
Vicki and Bob Harvey
Anita and Ahmed Hasora
Lauren Dickie and Marcel Hewamudalige
Liz Urtado-Holzheauser and Cal Holzheauser
Kieu Tran and Albert Huang
Cynthia and Darren Hubbard

THESE REPRESENT GIFTS MADE TO THE POST OAK SCHOOL FROM JULY 1, 2024–JUNE 30, 2025.

The 2024–2025 
Post Oak Fund
Chaired by Lisa Heyden  
and Zach Smith
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Margy Urgel and Edgar Jones
Allison and John Kellogg
Amy and Lloyd Kirchner
Sally and Tat-Shing Lam
Suzanne Tran and Michael Ligh
Rina and How-Ying Liou
Cristina and Morgan Lunt
Sonia and Alif Maredia
Leigh Montgomery McKinney and  

R Leonadis McKinney
Bethany and Justin Miller
Emily and Joseph Morrel
Rachael and Nathan Morris
Lara and Tony Nabbout
Uma Ayyala and Ajith Nair
Karen Hoffman and Eric Neumann
Debbie and Rick Nickerson
Ashton and Andres Oberhauser
Salimah and Sameer Panjwani
Lorena Rojas and Oscar Parada
Paige and Joseph Peak
Adrienne DaGue and Kolin Pound
Rachel and Michael Purcell
Robin and Michael Raider
Carlo Ramirez
Ines Iglesias-Alvarez and Orlando Ramirez
Rosa Estevez and Mohammed Raushan
Blake Revels
Jen Norten and Mark Routbort
Kim Wiltshire and Shannon Rutty
Madelaine Pfahler and Chuck Saxon
Kat Stillman and Jonathan Scherr
Cindy Seeman
Maggie and John Segrich
Ashley and Galen Selzler
Zsofia Intody and David Spencer
Sarah and Michael Stauder
Banafsheh Baharloo and Gian Steinhauser
Sarah Andrews and Matthew Tucker
Nayab and Akil Umatiya
Margaret Jackson and Eric Utermohlen
Tihomira Vamvaka and Petros Vamvakas
Michael Vaughn
Sabina and Mani Walia
Natalie Drucker and Keisin Wang
Zhao Mei Woo
Yaxi Zeng and Kai Xia
Meijin Teo and Zhongwei Yang
Carlie and Richard Yoo
Paul and Susan Torn Young
Sasha Levine Zeplain and Andrew Zeplain

CONTRIBUTORS
Marie and Seun Abolaji
Caroline and Jonathan Ajo-Franklin
Irma Alarcon
Hina Momin and Ayaz Ali
Sabha Momin and Nasir Ali
Natasha Bhayani and Noor Ali
Elizabeth Alvarenga
Monica Moreno and Jose Ambriz
Laura and David Anderson
Linda Anderson
Tonia Wang-Andregg and Corey Andregg
Liucija Pagiryte Angelo and  

Sipuikineni Angelo
Miriam Tovar and Pablo Angulo
Tracey and Rikki Aping
Tarsha Arceneaux
Alma Armendariz
Elenir and Rony Avritscher
Dina Ahmad and Haitham Awdeh
Saadia Azher
Colin and Landon Bagby
Lauren Barrash
Priyanka Bhasin and Sahil Behl
Lara Leigh and Dirk Bergoon
LaKia and Phillip Bernard
Susan and Michael Bigge
Cynthia Blessman
Victoria Tang and Huned Botee
Lynn Phan and Adam Boutte
Dana Bowman
Andrea Pollack, Lucas Brane and  

Nicole Scales
Tami Brennan
Ninfa Bridges
Elena and Alexander Brokhin
Rob Bruce
Rashaan Byers
Diane Calzado
Nancy and Heyward Carter
Sara and Juan Pablo Cata
Lisa and Jonathan Caughran
Ideliza Cedillo
Jasmine Chapa
Joan Lipuscek and Gabriel Chavez
Gerardo Chavez
Onna Yeung and Jeff Chi
Greisy Cifuentes
Casie and Andrew Cobos
Kristin and Malcolm Cogan
Jessica and Robert Croyle

Heidi and Rafael Cruz
Jag and Glen Cunial
Jennifer and Justin Davidoff
Sandra De Leon
Laura and Darryll De Vera
Nicholas and Bethany Defferari
Christy and Robert Dulaney
Devin and Matthew Dunn
Travelle and Zachary Ellis
Emily and Robert Emmett
Lena and Jerry Engel
Christy Hartman and Nathan Eror
Eunice Espinal
Tanea and Lucas Evers
Annie Rupani and Dominic Farino
Saida Fagala and Domenico Festa
Annette Figueroa
Sarah and Jafet Figueroa
Alinda Gary and Ryan Firth
Lori Ann and Michael Foertsch
Polly and Stephen Fohn
Jennifer and Andrew Friedberg
Krista Lynn Santiago and William Fuller
Miranda Sanford and Tyler Gamble
Lilia Garza
Hallie and Geoff Gauthier
Caelin White and Sam Geer
Angela Ebrahimi and Nima Ghedami
Praveena Lakshmanan
Sarah Gifford
Ana Giralt
Johnna and Steven Gluth
Ashley and David Gordon
Amy and Jeremy Grisbee
PromoPrint Group
Gregory Han
Kim Harrison
Casandra and Bowie Helm
Heather Barkley and Christopher Hensley
Joy Hilley
Anna Carmela and David Hinderaker
Ashli and Aaron Holiday
Sharon Carter and Bill Hubbard
Shahistha and Syed Hyder
Levely Castelo and Bret Ibarra
Alia Vinson and Robert Icsezen
Muriel Brisson-Jackson and Jovan Jackson
Matt Jacobs
Ruchi and Deepesh Jain
Saba Pardhan-Jassani and Farhaz Jassani
Craig and Laura Johnson

THESE REPRESENT GIFTS MADE TO THE POST OAK SCHOOL FROM JULY 1, 2024–JUNE 30, 2025.
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Ariella Perlman and Robert Johnson
Parul and Manny June
Komal Shah and Vijay Kale
Zafer and Kulsoom Karakoc
Tamara Al karkhi
Sanaya Kateli
Angela and Pekka Kauranen
Rashmi and Keyur Kelkar
Thomas King
Channing Guidry and David Kirksey
Alexi Jacobs and Daniel Kleinburg
Orly Kluk
Sarah Knoll Sweeney
Rebecca Smith and Matthew Kondratowicz
Vasanthi Jayaraman and  

Ramanan Krishnamoorti
Ashley and Mason Krug
Sally and Cale Kruse
Elizabeth and Noble Kuriakose
Kayleigh Defenbaugh and Trent La
Brooke and Adam Lasics
Carolyn Lazar
Rita and Diego Leon
Carolina Gutierrez and Gabriel Lopez
Zhe Xu and Xiaojie Lu
Sheung Wong and Gary Luk
Linda and Paul Lynn
Ricki Li and Jin Ma
Megan and Jonathan Maddox
Anita Taj Mahmood and Murad Mahmood
Jessica and Matthew Mantel
Lindsay Derman and Aaron Markham
Lucile Gregg and John Marshall
Kellie and Tyler Martin
Gina and Justin Martorello
Sara and Gabe Massey
Susan and Steve Mathew
Jessica and Robert Matos
Elena and Maksim Mayarovich
Maite Rion Cantu and  

David Mccarthy Moreno
Casey and William McClellan
Judith and Joseph McDonald
Bonnye and Robert McGill
Sarah Ellenzweig and Scott McGill
Joelene and Sean McKenzie
Kevin McLean
Terry McNally
Manuel Mejia
Emily and Pejman Milani
Brittany Morris

Catherine Clark Mosbacher
Lucy and Peter Mosbacher
Renae Holman Murti
Harshitha Appidi and Kashyap Nalapatla
Jayshree Rohatgi and Ranjan Nandi
Andrea and Payton Nelson
Andrea Novak
Emily Hansen and Kyle O’Heron
Takei Pipkins and Ryan O’Heron
Resa O’Malley
Diana and Albert Onofre
Patricia Onofre
Erika and John Papadopoulos
Michela Diotallevi and Gianluca Pascucci
Nikita and Harsh Patel
Laura and Ravi Patel
Gail Perley
Tatiana and Ty Peterson
Huong Le and Florian Pintgen
Phoebe Liang and Steven Poon
PostNet
Jane Vora and Jonathan Proctor
Jillian and Amarjyot Purewal
Shelley and James Quillin
Amy and Steven Radack
Renee and Yuval Raizen
Elva and Dwight Raulston
Beth Reese
Paloma Lozano and Hugo Lozano Resendez
Yung-Wei Sun and John Rice
Jennifer Christensen and Keith Richard
Andrea and Christopher Richardson
Connie Wang and Christopher Rizk
Maria Serrano and Hector Rocha
Grace Romelis
Polina and Chris Roots
Kelly Rosin
Laia Humbert Vidan and Daniel Rovira
Amy Dunham and Volker Rudolf
Sara Saber
Tony Salem
Mirna Andrade-Salgado and  

José M. Salgado
Betsabe Zinzu Beltran and 

Arturo San Vicente
Carla Sapsford Newman
Gena Scurry
Samantha and Cedric Seley
Nupur and Pratik Shah
Lila Sharifian
Christianne Melanson and Durwin Sharp

Srujana and Shafiq Shivji
Jenny and Michael Siegel
Anna Silberman
Elizabeth Silveira
Megan and Sean Skeuse
Emily Sloan
Jana and Matt Sloan
Karyn and Andrew Smith
Carol and Robert Smith
Barbara Smoller
Natalie Stark
Christina and Isaac Tapia
Gabrielle Tekell
Jeni and Matt Thompson
Emma Thurmond
Karen Ting
Judy Le and Don Tom
Robert and Tamara Townsend
Katherine Treviño
Tiffney Trimble
Lisa and Jim Valentine
Kelly and Ben Vaughn
Nicole and Matthew Wagner
Ngoc Le and Jason Walls
Alison Weisman
Maria Gomez-White and Kenneth White
Huda Alsheikh and Evan Wildstein
Wei Kuang Yen and Mark Wilkinson
Donna and Fredrick Williams
Morgan and Jamar Wilson
Miriam Winton
Brittany and Aaron Woodward
Jessica Wang and Kenneth Wu
Yi Ling Lu and Ji Yuan Wu
Huidan Xu
Luis Yanez
Meiqin Wu and Shoulong Zhou
Sara Ann Ziemnicki

Although we have made every effort to 
ensure the accuracy of our honor rolls, errors 
may occur. To report an error or omission, 
please contact: 
Evan Wildstein 
281-822-8024 
EvanWildstein@PostOakSchool.org

Donor lists current as of June 30, 2025

THESE REPRESENT GIFTS MADE TO THE POST OAK SCHOOL FROM JULY 1, 2024–JUNE 30, 2025.
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The Post Oak School 
recognizes employees at 
five-year intervals.  
The following individuals 
have served our community 
well for as many as forty 
years and we are grateful for 
them! Please extend your 
congratulations and thanks 
to them the next time you 
see them on campus.  
 

FIVE YEARS
 
Claudia Arce 
Max Lowery 
Antonio Ventura 
Terry McNally
 
	

TEN YEARS
 
Laura Johnson 
Ana Giralt
	  

FIFTEEN YEARS
Sandra De Leon 
Keri Nickerson
Anita Taj Mahmood 
Matt Thompson 

	

Employee Spotlights

Since 1985, Manuel Mejia has cared for The Post Oak School,  
making him our longest-serving employee. For four decades, his 
work has shaped the spaces where generations of students have 
learned and grown. 

Manuel arrived from Guatemala just three years before joining 
Post Oak. Eager to establish himself, he began part-time work at 
Randalls, learning the basics of facility maintenance. When he joined 
Post Oak, the school was in transition—construction was underway 
on the Bissonnet Campus. Within days, Manuel was entrusted with 
the keys and the responsibility of caring for the school.  

We are grateful for the ways Manuel continues to serve and care for 
all of us at The Post Oak School.

A LEGACY OF SERVICE
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The Post Oak School does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, religion, sex, or nationality or 
ethnic origin with regard to hiring, 
admissions, or in the administration 
of any of its programs.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2025–26
TJ Farnsworth, Chair
Maura Joyce, President
Troy Thacker, Treasurer
Susanna Kartye,

Secretary
Whitney Walsh,

Immediate Past Chair
Lara Leigh Bergoon
Matthew Dunn 
Jovan Jackson
Judy Le
Jennifer Norten
Oscar Parada 
Tina Petersen
Damon Putman
Karen Redding
Sabina Walia
Anita Ying
Jordan Zweig

EMERITUS MEMBERS
Melissa Coleman
Adam Forman
Melanie Gray
Robert Harvey
Lloyd Kirchner
Patricia Mitchell
Manolo Sanchez
Alison Wong
Alan Ying 
 
 

Visit us online at
PostOakSchool.org

About The Post Oak School
The Post Oak School is an educational leader—both among Houston’s top 

private schools and among the more than 5,000 Montessori schools across the 
country. Post Oak has operated continuously since 1963, and is a non-profit 
corporation. With a faculty and staff of 120 employees, we serve a culturally 
diverse student population of 495 and provide a comprehensive education 
founded on AMI Montessori principles.

Post Oak has two campuses to serve our four academic communities from 
early childhood through high school. The Bissonnet Campus (BC) is home to 
our Early Childhood (beginning at 14 months) and Elementary (grades 1–6) 
divisions. The Bissonnet Campus occupies a 3.44-acre lot on the corner of 
Bissonnet Street and Avenue B in Bellaire, a suburb of Houston, Texas.

The Museum District Campus (MDC) is home to our Adolescent division, 
serving Middle and High School students (grades 7–12), and is located at 
the corner of Montrose and Autrey Street in Houston’s Museum District. 
The Museum District is the perfect launching point for the interdisciplinary 
partnerships, internships, service learning, and travel experiences central to 
this school’s mission. The High School program culminates in two years of  
the International Baccalaureate (IB) diploma program. •





Gala 2026—Where the music is hot and the night is cool! 
Mark your calendars for March 21 at Hotel ZaZa—a dazzling evening 
of dancing, dining, and celebration awaits. Individual tickets are now 
available at postoakschool.org/gala.

4600 BISSONNET ST
BELLAIRE, TX 77401 


