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One of my favorite Elementary Montessori 
lessons is the fundamental human needs. It is a 
series of charts that describes both the physical 

and spiritual needs of humans. The lesson emphasizes 
that beyond food, water, and shelter, humans need love, 
purpose, and hope.

Hope is at the center of the work we do at Post Oak. 
Every day we choose to believe in the possibility of a 
better tomorrow…and then we get to watch children 
create it. 

Often, we use the word “hope” to express a wish: 
 I hope it does not rain. We do not control the weather, 
and there is nothing we can do to affect the outcome. 
Other times, we use hope to express our optimism, but 
optimism is a feeling, and we do not have full control 
over our feelings. 

There is a science of hope. It has been studied 
extensively in recent decades by psychologists who 
define hope as a mindset that the future can be better 
and that we have the power to make it better. Therefore, 
hope can be learned, practiced, and spread. Unlike 
wishful thinking and optimism, it requires several 
things: a clear understanding of where we are, a goal, 
agency to make a change, and a pathway or strategy 
towards that goal.

At Post Oak, hope connects the growth and 
development of our students along our learning arc—
from age one through their senior year. Our intentional 
environments are set up for children to be in charge 
of the path forward to reach their goals. They are led 
by adults who are trained to see the potential in each 
student and help them realize it.  

On any given day, I am able to observe:

•	 Our youngest toddlers progress from first-day tears 
to waving goodbye with confidence.

•	 Primary students joyfully guide their younger 
classmates down the hallway.

•	 Elementary students plant a garden of flowers 
and vegetables.

•	 Middle School students debate the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals.

•	 High School students discuss real-world issues with 
maturity, curiosity, and compassion—even when 
they don’t all agree.

This is what hope looks like in action. Students 
have the opportunity to work from discomfort to 
confidence, discover and wonder, create and plan for 
the future, and engage in hard conversations along their 
path to a better world. Hope is woven into the fabric of 
who we are at Post Oak, as Maria 
Montessori’s words are brought 
to life each day in our school: The 
child is both a hope and a promise 
for mankind. •

A HOPE 
AND A 
PROMISE 

Scan this QR code to read more 
about the Science of Hope.

BY MAURA JOYCE, MEDD 
HEAD OF SCHOOL, P ’20
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Post Oak High School students were honored by 
the City of Houston for their work to beautify 
Bell Park. Councilwoman Abbie Kamin 

declared May 10, 2025, “The Post Oak School Student 
Volunteers Day.”

The commendation praised students for:

•	 Enhancing the natural beauty and welcoming 
environment of Bell Park;

•	 Building partnerships between the neighborhood 
and the City of Houston;

•	 Demonstrating the power of youth engagement in 
civic life;

•	 Serving as a model for environmental stewardship 
and community-driven action.

Just a block from our Museum District Campus, Bell 
Park is a 1.15-acre green space with a pond, pathways, 
plantings, seating, and majestic oak trees. Two years ago, 
Post Oak students began volunteering weekly—starting 
with weeding and cleanup, then taking on creative 
projects like painting utility boxes with bluebonnets.

Along the way, they planted flowers, hosted service 
days, and collaborated with neighbors and city officials. 
As one student shared, “It was such a gratifying and 
amazing experience for me!”

This recognition celebrates not only their hard work 
but also the spirit of civic responsibility that defines 
Post Oak students. •

POST OAK STUDENTS 
HONORED FOR  
CIVIC LEADERSHIP
Recognized by the City of Houston for transforming Bell Park into a vibrant 
community space and inspiring others through service and stewardship.

Students from the Class of 2025, along with their advisor,  
Comer Wadzeck, were commended by the City of Houston  

for their role in beautifying Bell Park.
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Garden Club isn’t just about plants. It is about 
friends, hard work, growth, and sustainability. 
Through our shared love of gardening, we grow 

both vegetables and meaningful friendships. Together, 
we watch something we’ve worked so hard for grow and 
thrive under our care. 

A typical Garden Club day is full of exuberance and 
teamwork. We begin with a team huddle, where we lay 
out our game plans and identify what the plants need 
most for the day. After the group huddle, we check the 
garden beds, assess the condition of the plants, water 
them if they’re thirsty, and provide them with all the 
necessary care. Depending on the season, we might 
spend the afternoon weeding, replanting seedlings, or 
harvesting fresh crops. 

One of the most memorable events was harvesting 
the sweet potatoes. We gathered more than a hundred 
pounds of them! Once harvested, we prepped the 
potatoes by letting them cure out in the sun for 
fourteen days to sweeten them up. After the curing 
process, our team washed, cut, and cooked all the 
potatoes to make delicious, crispy sweet potato fries, 
making our hard work feel all the more rewarding! 

What I love most about this community is all the 
hard work everyone brings. In the short time I have 
been at Post Oak, the Garden Club has made me 
feel so welcome. The friendships I’ve formed here are 
incredible, and working side by side has brought us even 
closer together. 

Another important aspect of the Garden Club is our 
partnership with Urban Harvest is a Houston-wide 
organization dedicated to transforming and educating 
communities toward sustainability. All of our seeds 
and plants come from the amazing people at Urban 
Harvest. They inspire us to care for the environment 
and give back to our community. 

Garden Club isn’t just about growing plants, it’s 
about growing together! •
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I  want you to take a brief journey with your 
imagination. Visualize Houston without its 600+ 
parks and green spaces. Without its thriving arts 

and cultural scene. Without its critical nonprofit 
ecosystem. Now, imagine closer to home. Visualize the 
Post Oak School—both campuses. Imagine teachers 
without expert Montessori training. Imagine families 
without financial aid. Imagine the Bissonnet Campus 
without the back-field turf or safety fence. Imagine the 
Museum District Campus not being there at all.

If you’ve been in Houston—or at Post Oak—any 
time at all, you probably can’t imagine all of that, let 
alone any of that. And do you know why? Because it’s 
all part of the fabric of Houston. A fabric made largely 
possible by one specific thing.

Philanthropy.

Philanthropy comes from the Greek words philein 
(“to love”) and anthropos (“humankind”). It is an act of 
giving that stems from one’s love for humanity. Here 
at Post Oak, you may think of philanthropy simply as 
your annual donation to the Post Oak Fund. Or your 
support of the gala. For those gifts, the school can never 
express enough gratitude.

However, philanthropy is also a gift of time, talent, and 
other resources. Post Oak parents and families contribute 
their energy to their child’s classes as room parents, during 
monthly POPA Brew & Do gatherings, volunteering 
for community service, supporting class and campus 
gardening efforts, and countless other acts. Whether they 
have one hour per week or one hour per school year, they 
show up. Because they believe in this institution.

There’s a history and science to this—one that’s 
unique to the United States. In the mid-nineteenth 
century, French political thinker Alexis de Tocqueville 
said of Americans, “I have seen Americans making 
great and sincere sacrifices for the key common 
good and a hundred times I have noticed that, when 
needs be, they almost always gave each other faithful 
support.” He was on to something. More recent 
research1 confirms altruism is fantastic—for the 
receiver and the giver.

BY EVAN WILDSTEIN, P ’41 
ADVANCEMENT DIRECTOR

FOR 
THE 
LOVE 
OF
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Giving is an output that significantly influences 
outcomes. On more than one occasion, I have heard 
our Head of School, Maura Joyce, say something 
profound and simple: “Post Oak prepares students 
for their future, not our past. We teach them how to 
learn.” As a staff member and parent, I completely 
understand this. And when I speak with the hundreds 
of parents, grandparents, and others who traverse both 
campuses, they all share Maura’s sentiment. And it is 
the fundamental reason they are philanthropic with 
Post Oak, in all the different ways.

That spirit is infectious and deeply embodied by Post 
Oak students, too. Since I arrived at the school in 2024, 
I’ve had the great pleasure of speaking with Upper 
Elementary classes about the idea of philanthropy. 
Those students jump at the chance to share their love 
of humankind by creating small, yet comprehensive, 
fundraising projects to support vital nonprofit 
organizations in Houston and beyond—like Galveston 
Bay Foundation, Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund, and others.

When I asked a particular group of students why 
they chose to support Galveston Bay Foundation, I was 
enamored with their response. “The Foundation takes 
care of animals and marine life in Galveston. And if all 
that is better and safer, then we will be better and safer.”

It seems the Post Oak student apple doesn’t fall far 
from the tree.

This is the essence of what makes Post Oak—and 
Houston—so remarkable. It’s a community where 
philanthropy is more than an act. It’s a shared belief in 
shaping a better future. As we look ahead, the lessons our 

students are learning now—about generosity, connection, 
influence, and learning how to learn—will guide them as 
they become the changemakers of tomorrow.

That’s the beauty of philanthropy. It not only 
sustains the present, but builds the future. I invite you 
to keep imagining, giving, and growing with us. For the 
love of humankind.

Here are a few ways families share their spirit of 
generosity in support of Post Oak students.

Make a gift to the Post Oak Fund! It’s fully tax-
deductible, sure, but that’s not why the community 
supports the school. They make these gifts because they 
believe in the spirit of our mission to honor and guide 
lifelong learners as they create their own bold pathways.

Celebrate with other families at the Gala! Every 
other year, hundreds of families gather at Hotel ZaZa 
to dance and raise funds for the school. The 2026 event, 
Popacabana, will take place on March 21, and promises 
to be a terrific night for all.

Volunteer your time! 
Whether it’s gardening, 
supporting the library, or 
helping at events like Family 
Fun Day, Grand Friends Day, 
Book Fair, and more, Post 
Oak families show up and 
make big things happen. •

“Post Oak prepares students 
for their future, not our past.   
We teach them how to learn.”

Maura Joyce, MEd 
Head of School, P ’20

1Scan this QR code to read more from 
Science Direct about altruism.
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Federico Sanchez began 
his education at Post Oak 

when he was eighteen 
months old. Now eighteen 
years old and in his senior 

year of high school,  
he recently spoke at  

The Post Oak Experience  
(a parent education event) 

about his life here.

Class of 2026



ROOTS MAGAZINE | 2025  13

From my earliest days in the Young Children’s 
Community, I was taught to navigate my 
surroundings with independence and confidence. 

The skills I learned then—such as pouring my own 
water and moving through a classroom—were aspects 
of daily life. However, they marked the beginning of 
my learning to navigate my surroundings—an essential 
life skill.

In Primary and Elementary school, 
my educational experience went far 
beyond fact-memorization and reading 
comprehension. At those stages, I 
developed a sense of self, practiced 
empathy, and learned to share spaces 
with others. For me, Elementary school 
was the most significant period of self-
discovery. The lessons I gained from both 
teachers and peers continue to shape who 
I am—and will stay with me long after I 
graduate.

Middle School at Post Oak, although 
only two years in duration, was a period 
of synthesizing what I learned in the 
previous decade. Academic rigor was 
complemented by a focus on community 
service, leadership, and learning beyond 
the classroom—ultimately, preparing me 
for the final stage. 

Finally, there’s High School. My schedule is filled 
with plenty of homework, extracurricular activities, 
and international travel during special terms. These 
experiences, of course, prepare me for college, but more 
importantly, they prepare me to adapt anywhere.

Through internships—such as my experience with 
the City of Houston—and student leadership, Post 
Oakers continuously immerse ourselves in both 
new and unfamiliar environments, preparing us for 
independent lives in college and beyond.

Many schools were built on a factory model from 
the Industrial Revolution. You enter high school at 

the age of fourteen, and after four years, you emerge as 
a polished version of yourself. At Post Oak, there’s no 
recipe for production or a single mold.  

If I judged the Post Oak by those cookie-cutter 
standards, I’d call it a pretty bad factory. My time 
here has made me realize that this school develops 

very unique individuals. And, this individuality has 
been my favorite part: motivated by personal interests, 
we’re improving the communities we love. Driven by 
curiosity and not competition, we’re exploring paths in 
High School that reflect our authentic passions. 

The largest catalyst in my educational journey, 
however, has been exposure to diverse perspectives. 
Whether in frequent discussions or learning with and 
from my peers, diverse perspectives are an intrinsic 
element of the student experience. In a world where 
empathy often feels rare and disagreement is feared, 
Post Oak students model it daily—actively listening, 
debating respectfully, and pushing each other to think 
critically.

I know these lessons will propel me far beyond 
these walls. I am grateful to leave Post Oak not as a 
polished product of a factory, but as a person shaped 
by curiosity, independence, and a community that 
celebrates difference. • 

“Driven by curiosity and not 
competition, we’re exploring 

paths in High School that 
reflect our authentic passions.” 
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“Love is more than the electricity which lightens our darkness, 

more than the etheric waves that transmit our voices across space, more 
than any of the energies that man has discovered and learned to use.  

Of all things, love is the most potent.” 
Dr. Maria Montessori

The Absorbent Mind

BY EMILY HANSEN 
EARLY CHILDHOOD OUTREACH SPECIALIST, P ’25, ’28

Power
of Secure Relationships in Supporting 
Early Childhood Development

The
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Humans are social beings. Meaningful 
relationships and feelings of connectedness 
shape our experiences, influence our feelings 

about ourselves, and impact our overall sense of 
belonging, mental well-being, and joy. For the youngest 
children, trusting relationships provide security, 
influence how their brains are wired, how they cope 
with stress, and how they learn. This article will explore 
the effects of secure relationships on early childhood 
learning and how these important connections impact 
every aspect of development. 

Dr. Maria Montessori emphasized the role of 
the prepared environment in the child’s process of 
self-construction and adaptation. From all of the 
experiences in the environment, the child builds 
the architecture of their brain and develops their 
personality. This environment includes both physical 
and psychological aspects. Montessori saw the adult’s 
role as a guide and support, someone who could observe 
and understand the child’s needs and then prepare an 
environment to meet them. The relationship between 
the child and adult would be one of mutual respect and 
warmth. The psychological, or human, environment 
must be as intentionally and thoughtfully prepared as 
the physical space. 

A warm, nurturing environment, where children 
feel safe and fully accepted, is imperative for optimal 
development. When secure relationships are prioritized, 
children will thrive. Children must feel safe and loved 
to learn and reach their fullest potential. When the 
human environment meets children’s fundamental 
psychological and relational needs, they can fully benefit 
from their interactions in the physical environment 
and their social experiences there. Let’s look at how 
nurturing relationships affect the way the brain 
wires and how these connections support cognitive 
development and social and emotional learning.

According to the National Scientific Council on the 
Developing Child, human connection and interaction 
are the “active ingredients” in a child’s environment. 
They are the only aspects of the environment that are 
responsive and adaptable, changing based on the child’s 
cues, communication, states of mind, and their interests 
and needs in the moment. 

Relationships give the child valuable feedback 
about the world in which they live, shaping the 
child’s understanding and perception of their place 
in it. Experts in child development and neuroscience 
emphasize the importance of “serve-and-return” 
interactions between a child and their caregivers.  

Through back-and-forth interactions, the child’s 
brain creates new meaning, deepens understanding, and 
solidifies neural pathways. Serve-and-return interactions 
are crucial from the moment of birth and continue to 
play a vital role throughout early childhood. Enjoyable, 
responsive relationships with caregivers also give children 
important information about themselves, helping to 
form their sense of identity. Through meaningful human 
connection, children receive the message that who they 
are, and what they do, think, and say are important.

When children have secure relationships with their 
parents and caregivers, they develop healthy stress 
response systems, which help them navigate challenges 
and return to a state that is open and receptive to 
learning. The human brain constantly gains knowledge 
about the world through the senses, scanning for 
potential threats, and responding to internal bodily 
needs. Stable relationships provide the sturdy framework 
from which cognition can grow. The nervous system and 
brain state dictate what the person must focus on.  
If we detect safety, we are open and receptive to learning. 
If we detect a threat, we go into survival mode and a 
protective state of mind and body. Positive relationships 
provide the safety that the brain and nervous system 
need to feel regulated and be able to learn and 
grow optimally.   Children with predictable, stable 
relationships are free to explore, discover new things, 
and grow in their independence. 

Young children are in the process of developing an 
understanding of their emotions and the emotions of 
others. Through close, trusting relationships, children 
have a model of how to express and move through 
instances of emotion. Emotional regulation is not 
something we learn in isolation. When sent to a “calm 
down” space, put in a time-out, or asked to self-regulate 
alone, children learn to stuff or hide their feelings to 
gain the acceptance of others. For healthy emotional 
development to unfold, children need connection 



and empathy to know that their emotions are normal, 
acceptable, and part of being human. Through 
relationships, children learn how to identify, express, 
and process any emotions that arise. Interactions with 
trusted adults give meaning to the child’s new and 
sometimes overwhelming emotional experiences.  
To cultivate self-regulation, children must experience 
repeated co-regulation with calm, nurturing adults. 

The human environment and all the relationships a 
child has shape their social development. Through their 
relationships, children learn what it means to be human 
in their particular family, time, place, and culture. 
They will learn how people communicate, how love is 
demonstrated, how we help one another, and how to 
work through challenges. Dr. Bruce Perry put it simply 
in his book, What Happened to You, when he said, 
“How we were loved at the beginning of our lives is how 
we will love others.” 

The importance of the human environment and 
the relationships a child forms in the first years of 
life cannot be overstated. Whether you are a parent, 
caregiver, or Montessori guide, I encourage you to 
prioritize connection, social-emotional well-being, and 
warm, responsive care. Here are a few ways to build 
secure relationships with children:

•	 Engage in serve-and-return interactions often
•	 Share enjoyment–have fun together, delight in the 

children, and be attentive to their interests
•	 Validate children’s emotions and experiences
•	 Practice co-regulation in challenging moments
•	 Respond warmly to children’s bids for affection

Children’s social interactions are just as important 
as the physical materials they explore. The quality of 
our human connections directly affects the quality of 
our lives. For the youngest children, the relationships 
they form have a lifelong impact on how their brains 
are wired, their overall well-being, and their capacity to 
learn. Maya Angelou says it beautifully, “I have learned 
that people will forget 
what you said, they will 
forget what you did, but 
they will never forget how 
you made them feel.” •

With more than twenty years of experience in 
Montessori education, Emily Hansen brings deep 
expertise and passion to her work at Post Oak.  
She joined Post Oak in 2004, serving as a lead guide 
first in Primary and then in our Young Children’s 
Community. An entire generation of children has 
grown up in her care! 

Emily recently moved into a new leadership position 
as our first-ever Early Childhood Outreach Specialist. 
In this role, as she promotes and supports Post Oak’s 
early childhood program, she is a voice and hands-
on guide for early childhood development. Emily 
offers adult-child classes, works with families applying 
for admission to our school, and supports the early 
childhood program faculty—both in the classroom and 
by providing training.

Emily holds an MEd in Montessori Education from 
Loyola University and is an AMI Trainer at the 0–3 
level. She also is a proud Post Oak parent of a high 
school student and an alumna.
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Emily’s article originally appeared in Association 
Montessori Internationale’s online blog and can be 

accessed via this QR code. It is reprinted with permission.



Elementary (Grades 3–6): Math and Reading Highlights 

MATH: Median score at the 80th percentile,  
reflecting strong problem-solving skills and  
conceptual understanding.

READING: Median score at the 86th percentile, 
showcasing advanced comprehension and a love for 
reading aligned with Montessori values.

Why Testing Matters at Post Oak
Measure of Academic Progress (MAP) testing begins 
in third grade, when students are developing essential 
skills such as logical reasoning, sustained attention, and 
problem-solving. These emerging abilities, combined 
with advancing executive functions, allow students 
to engage effectively with the test’s adaptive format—
providing reliable, meaningful insights into their 
learning progress.

Outstanding Academic Results
We’re thrilled to share the results of our Fall 2025 
Measure of Academic Progress (MAP) assessments. 
These results confirm that Post Oak’s rigorous 
Montessori curriculum equips students to excel 
academically, think critically, and solve problems with 
confidence.

CELEBRATING 
ACADEMIC SUCCESS: 
POST OAK ASSESSMENT RESULTS

At Post Oak, we know that Montessori education isn’t driven by test scores—and that’s something 
we’re proud of. Our focus is on nurturing independence, curiosity, and character, not teaching to 
a test. That said, we also recognize that families want to understand how their children’s academic 
growth compares to that of their peers in traditional schools. The answer? The average Post Oak 
student scores significantly higher than the national average for both public and independent school 
students. So yes, we are a school—but we’re so much more. We’re shaping thoughtful, capable, and 
compassionate human beings prepared for life beyond the classroom.
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BY KEVIN MCCLEAN 
ASSISTANT HEAD OF SCHOOL
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Middle School (Grades 7–8): Math and Reading Highlights

 Early High School (Grades 9–10): PSAT and SAT

MATH: Median score at the 82nd percentile, 
demonstrating readiness for high school-level work.

PSAT: The average PSAT score for Post Oak Students 
from 2016–2025 is 1152.

 The average Post Oak student places at the 85th 
percentile in the National Representative Percentile 
ranking.   

National average data from  Research.CollegeBoard.org

READING: Median score at the 87th percentile, 
indicating advanced critical thinking and analytical 
reading skills.

SAT: The average SAT score for Post Oak Students 
from 2016–2025 is 1253.

The average Post Oak student places at the 86th 
percentile in the National Representative Percentile 
ranking.  

National average data from Research.CollegeBoard.org
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The Post Oak Advantage: IB + Montessori
Our commitment to academic excellence extends
through High School, where every student in grades 11
and 12—not just a select few—engages in the 
International Baccalaureate (IB) curriculum. This 
rigorous program serves as the baseline for all Post 
Oak students, ensuring they graduate with a globally 
recognized academic foundation. The strength of 
the IB program is instantly recognized by college 
admissions offices, and when those departments see that 
an applicant has both IB and Montessori experience, 
they are eager to talk. Combined with our students’ 

consistently high performance on college entrance 
exams, this dual advantage sets Post Oak graduates 
apart and opens doors to exceptional opportunities.

How We Use MAP Insights
MAP data provides teachers with detailed, individualized 
insights—identifying mastered concepts and areas 
for growth. This allows us to personalize instruction, 
ensuring students are supported where needed and 
challenged to reach new heights.
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Beyond Test Scores
While we celebrate these strong academic results, a 
Montessori education is about more than numbers. 
At Post Oak, we nurture independence, critical 
thinking, collaboration, and a lifelong love of learning. 
Through hands-on, real-world experiences, students 
deepen understanding, foster curiosity, and prepare for 
purposeful lives. We find joy in learning and pursue 
excellence every day.

IB for All: A Global Standard 
Meets Montessori Excellence 

At Post Oak, every student in grades 11 
and 12 participates in the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) curriculum—not just a 
select few. This rigorous, globally recognized 
program is the foundation of our high 
school experience. When college admissions 
officers see an applicant with both IB and 
Montessori credentials, they take notice. 
It’s a combination that signals academic 
strength, independence, and a readiness to 
thrive in higher education and beyond.

ROOTS MAGAZINE | 2025  19
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CELEBRATING 
A DECADE OF  
GRADUATES:   
POST OAK’S CLASS OF 2025 SHINES BRIGHT!

Introducing Post Oak School's newest alumni, the 
Class of 2025! Their commencement took place on 
Friday, May 23, at Rice University’s Hamman Hall.

We are deeply grateful to John Long, former Head 
of School, whose vision shaped what a Montessori 
high school in the Museum District could become. 
He presided over our very first commencement and, in 
honor of our tenth graduating class, returned to deliver 
an inspiring address.

Joining him on the dais were Head of School Maura 
Joyce, High School Director James Quillin, and Board 
of Trustees Chair Whitney Walsh, each sharing words 
of wisdom and encouragement with the graduates. The 
ceremony concluded with a heartfelt speech from Owen 
Siegel, selected by his peers as class representative.

Now, these twenty-two graduates have embarked on 
their college journeys, equipped with the knowledge, 
confidence, and experiences gained at Post Oak. 
Collectively, the Class of 2025 earned an impressive 
$4.86 million in merit scholarship offers—a testament 
to their dedication and achievement. 

We can’t wait to see the incredible paths they will 
forge as lifelong learners and leaders! •
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Beloit College
Colorado College
Connecticut College
Drexel University
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Prescott
Fordham University
Kansas State University
Pepperdine University
Rice University
Savannah College of Art and Design
Texas A&M University

Texas Christian University
Texas Tech University
University of California, Irvine
University of Houston
University of Maryland, College Park
University of Minnesota Twin Cities
The University of Texas at Austin
The University of Texas at San Antonio
Western Carolina University

Where Are 
They Now?

Congratulations, 
Class of 2025!
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2020–2025

Camila Yengle ’25

Since I’ve graduated, I’ve been enjoying my time in 
Austin attending UT Austin!

Vee Atkinson ’23

I am in my third year at Colgate University, pursuing 
a major in political science. Thus far, I currently am a 
co-leader for the Habitat for Humanity Club, a Senator 

for student government, a volunteer bike mechanic at 
a local bike shop, and a radio show host at WRCU. I 
have participated in Colgate’s Sophomore Residential 
Seminar program, which was an education class 
focused on the experience of immigrant students and 
the lived experiences of refugees. This program further 
took me to Cairo, Egypt, to learn about the experiences 
of refugees coming from Sudan, particularly Sudanese 
children. This past summer I took an Extended Studies 
trip to China, traveling to Beijing, Shanghai, and 
Huangshan to learn about China’s culture of visual 
art, from the ancient Qingming scroll to propaganda 
art during the Cultural Revolution. This was related to 
my minor in Mandarin Chinese. Next semester, I am 
going to NYC, Nepal, Jordan, and Chile through SIT 
Abroad to study movements, power, and resistance.

Andy Walsh ’23

As a current junior at the University of Oklahoma, 
I am still benefiting from the high-quality education 
I received during my time at Post Oak. In addition to 
excelling in my classes, I have had the opportunity to 
participate in multiple campus organizations. This past 
semester, I served as the Director of Investments for 

Alumni Updates 
 
Each year we reach out to our alums, asking them to share news from life after Post Oak. 
We’re grateful to members of the National Honor Society who connected with our alumni 
far and wide. Alums, if you have news to share, please visit PostOakSchool.org/Alumni. 
We’d love to hear from you!
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the OU Investment Club. I share my love for OU by 
working for the Office of Admissions and Recruitment 
as a campus tour guide, and I was recently elected 
president of my social fraternity, Beta Upsilon Chi or 
“Brothers Under Christ.” Outside of Norman, I had the 
opportunity to intern at Truist Bank in Dallas, TX, 
last summer, and am excited to join JPMorganChase 
in Houston this summer as an intern within their 
corporate and investment bank. I am continually 
grateful for my experience at Post Oak and for the 
encouragement I received to pursue my goals beyond 
standard classwork during my time as a student. 

Henry Quillin ’22
I spent this summer in San Francisco working for 

Snowflake as a software engineer intern. In August, I 
was accepted into Y Combinator, where I raised $500k 
in seed funding to build a developer-tools startup. Our 
focus is helping engineers collaborate more effectively 
with AI coding assistants, speeding up development 
and improving code quality. I took this semester off 
from UT to work on the company full-time in SF with 
my team, and I’m really excited about what’s ahead. 

Sutton Walsh ’22
I’m officially halfway through my senior year at 

Rice University and will be graduating next May with 
majors in Business Finance and Sport Management. 
This past summer, I studied abroad in Portugal, where 
I experienced life beyond my usual three-mile radius 
in Houston (featuring street sardines, surfing, and 
plenty of pastel de nata). I’m still competing for Rice 
Women’s Cross Country & Track and gearing up for 
my final season this spring before officially retiring 
from DI athletics (marathon era loading). This January, 

I’ll be leading a mission trip with Owls for Christ to 
Kerrville, TX, where we’ll be doing reconstruction 
work and running sports camps. Throughout the year, 
I’ll be busy with my final series of classes, interning 
with the Rice Athletics Owl Club Fund, and staying 
involved with Rice Sport Analytics and Rice Women 
in Business. I’ve loved living off campus in a house with 
my teammates and can regularly be found journaling, 
consuming iced coffee, and hosting game nights. TBD 
on post-grad plans—but excited for what’s next!

Francesco Argentina ’20

After attending and graduating from Texas Christian 
University with a bachelor’s in Business Administration, 
Francesco began working as a financial control analyst at 
Q Investments in Ft. Worth. Outside of his demanding 
job, Francesco trains and competes in jiu-jitsu and has 
made it to the podium in a number of competitions. 
Francesco makes the drive to Houston now and again to 
see his parents and connect with his Post Oak peers.
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Carly Gregg ’20
After graduating from Post Oak in 2020, I attended the 
University of Texas at Austin, from which I graduated 
in 2024 with a BS in Neuroscience and Certificate 
in Spanish for medical professions. I then moved to 
Bethesda, Maryland, to work as a post baccalaureate 
researcher in a neuroscience lab at the National 
Institutes of Health. I applied to medical schools this 
year and will be starting classes in July.

2010–2019

James Perkins ’17

After graduating from Post Oak, I spent a year at 
Marlboro College in southern Vermont. I then spent 
several years traveling between Europe and the U.S., 
studying at two Danish folk schools, backpacking, and 
writing. Now, I’m back in Houston, continuing my 
writing while helping my mother care for her home.

Garrett Shaw ’18

Garrett recently graduated from Georgetown Law 
and moved to Austin, where he is a corporate lawyer 
at Latham & Watkins, working primarily with early-
stage startup technology companies and venture 
capital investors.

Chiara Rosamaria Abel
Khadijah Adalia Ahmed

Gustavo Francisco Alvarez 
Andersen Grace Reese Barger

Imaar Chauthani 
Robert Baker Croyle
Caroline Marie Davis

Carson Luke Dunaway
Elizabeth Addison Elmore

Max Keuter King
Sienna Loren Kissack 

Alexander Ellenzweig McGill
Gloria Belem Morales
Sophia Rose O’Heron

Elijah Saldaña-Kowalchuk
Nathan Leroy Savarese

Owen Samuel Siegel
Claire Elizabeth Thacker

Ira Jay Williams
Matthew Fon Wynne

Rose Yard
Camila Isabel Yengle

•
The Post Oak School

congratulates the
Class of 2025,

and welcomes them
to our alumni roster!

•
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Alumni recently gathered for a social 
at the High School.
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Golf and Montessori share a focus on self-
discipline, individuality, and valuing process 
over outcomes. In this way, Putting For Post 

Oak—the school’s occasional golf tournament—is 
a perfect tradition. Since 2021, parents, alumni, 
and friends have gathered for eighteen holes and 
camaraderie. The 2025 event at Houston Oaks was  
no exception.

 With clear skies and stellar weather, fifteen teams 
enjoyed a beautiful day thanks to the hard work of 
co-chairs Carlin Putman and Darryll De Vera, who 
spent nearly a year planning a memorable experience for 
golfers and guests alike. Highlights included Darryll’s 
foursome taking first place, the Post Oak Alumni team 
earning “Most Fun,” and the debut of the lively Heckle 
Hole, where a few parents cheered and teased players. 
After a relaxed day on the course, everyone gathered 
for lunch and awards, celebrating the generosity of 
everyone who made the event possible.

 Post Oak is deeply grateful to our lead host, Marcus 
Spagnoletti, and all the families and friends who 
supported the occasion: Holly and Michael Garner, 
Susanna and Clay Kartye, Mission Construction, PNC 
Bank, PromoPrint, Whitney and Marc Walsh, Sabina 
and Mani Walia, and Paul and Susan Torn Young, and 
Christi and Jordan Zweig. •
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Our Deepest Gratitude
The strength of Post Oak comes, in part, from a community that chooses to invest in possibility. 

Through gifts to the Post Oak Fund, participation in special events, and countless acts of generosity, 

families and friends help bring the Montessori vision to life. This meaningful giving turns what you 

imagine for your students into a daily reality. We offer our heartfelt thanks to everyone who supported 

the school during the 2024–2025 year.
—Evan Wildstein, Advancement Director

The 2025–2026 
Post Oak Fund
Chaired by Maura Joyce,  
Head of School

VISIONARIES
Katie Padden and Rick Evans

FOUNDERS
Lynn Atkinson and David Drucker
Jennifer and Doug Bosch
Kelly Fox and John Bratton
Ann and Bob Croyle
Holly and Michael Garner
Jhenny and Conrad Goerl
Randall Jamail
Carlin and Damon Putman
Jordan and Dylan Seff
Andy and Marcus Spagnoletti
Sol D’Atri and Andres Steverlynck
Ana Leon Paez Othon and Jaime Suarez  

Hack Prestinary
Allison and Troy Thacker
Whitney and Marc Walsh

LEADERS
Shonali and Rakesh Agrawal
Vanessa and Charles Ames
Maura Joyce and Roberto Argentina
Alkim and Mert Arslan
Julie and Stewart Baker
Elise and Jeffrey Bentch
Mary Kogut
Vareen and Dave Cunningham
Lisa Heyden and Stephen Douglas
Tina Petersen and John Duboise
Laura and Jerry Edrington

Margaret and TJ Farnsworth
Rachel and Brian Foley
Debra and Stephen Gilbreath
Ceyda Kora Gursel and Anil Gursel
Elyza and Sanjay Jain
Reena and Medhavi Jogi
Susanna and Clay Kartye
Jennifer and Michael Kavalinas
Jenny Lin and Joseph Lee
Mission Construction LP
Alison Wong and Blaine McElroy
Pat and Bill Mitchell
Evy Pappas
PNC
Vidisha Prasad
Andal Radha Krishnan and  

Manjiv Jayakumar
Julia and Will Robinson
Alicia Kowalchuk and Benjamin Saldaña
Daniela and Manolo Sanchez
Megan and Tanner Scott
Nehal Patel and Jatin Shah
Shama Essa and Ahmad Shakurjamal
Meredith and Zach Smith
Jessica and Josh Solera
Marie and Doug Walt
Virginia Lachman and Jeisun Wen
Kathy Zhang-Rutledge and Mack Wilson
Anita and Alan Ying
Xuan Zhou and Weihong Zhang
Christi and Jordan Zweig

FAMILIES
Sheryl and Steven Abrahams
Crystal Dawli and Eiman Alian
Tatiana and Felipe Alice
Hillary Boswell and Carl Allen

Jennifer Truong and Rod Apuyan
Emily Armenta
Jennifer and Farzad Askari
Odette Arredondo and Clark Bartee
Lorena Dogliani and Javier Bergerot
Ashlee and David Bixby
Arielle and Dylan Blackford
Shilpa Chunchu
Ambreen and Yousuf Chaudhary
Jessica and Yiu-Hei Ching
Carolyn Leap and Neil Chodash
Stephanie Kwok and Leonard Chow
Allaire and Michael Clark
Amanda Jagolino-Cole and Jonathan Cole
Brad and Kristy Defenbaugh
Melissa and Kha Dinh
Leigh and Gavin Dove
Emily and Lincoln Downs
Maria Garcia Gomez and 

Alfonso Duarte Rioseco
Cynthia and Bob Duboise
Carissa and Nicolas Espinosa
Brittany and Halfdan Falkum-Hansen
Mindi and James Franks
Geri Harris and Jose Garcia-Gamba
Olena Mytruk and Kevin Mytruk Garland
Laura Nathan-Garner and Richard Garner
Alyx and Andrew Gautier-Winther
Flourance and Frederic Gautier-Winther
Chantel and Eric Graham
Allison and David Hamilton
Vicki and Bob Harvey
Anita and Ahmed Hasora
Lauren Dickie and Marcel Hewamudalige
Liz Urtado-Holzheauser and Cal Holzheauser
Kieu Tran and Albert Huang
Cynthia and Darren Hubbard

THESE REPRESENT GIFTS MADE TO THE POST OAK SCHOOL FROM JULY 1, 2024–JUNE 30, 2025.

The 2024–2025 
Post Oak Fund
Chaired by Lisa Heyden  
and Zach Smith
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Margy Urgel and Edgar Jones
Allison and John Kellogg
Amy and Lloyd Kirchner
Sally and Tat-Shing Lam
Suzanne Tran and Michael Ligh
Rina and How-Ying Liou
Cristina and Morgan Lunt
Sonia and Alif Maredia
Leigh Montgomery McKinney and  

R Leonadis McKinney
Bethany and Justin Miller
Emily and Joseph Morrel
Rachael and Nathan Morris
Lara and Tony Nabbout
Uma Ayyala and Ajith Nair
Karen Hoffman and Eric Neumann
Debbie and Rick Nickerson
Ashton and Andres Oberhauser
Salimah and Sameer Panjwani
Lorena Rojas and Oscar Parada
Paige and Joseph Peak
Adrienne DaGue and Kolin Pound
Rachel and Michael Purcell
Robin and Michael Raider
Carlo Ramirez
Ines Iglesias-Alvarez and Orlando Ramirez
Rosa Estevez and Mohammed Raushan
Blake Revels
Jen Norten and Mark Routbort
Kim Wiltshire and Shannon Rutty
Madelaine Pfahler and Chuck Saxon
Kat Stillman and Jonathan Scherr
Cindy Seeman
Maggie and John Segrich
Ashley and Galen Selzler
Zsofia Intody and David Spencer
Sarah and Michael Stauder
Banafsheh Baharloo and Gian Steinhauser
Sarah Andrews and Matthew Tucker
Nayab and Akil Umatiya
Margaret Jackson and Eric Utermohlen
Tihomira Vamvaka and Petros Vamvakas
Michael Vaughn
Sabina and Mani Walia
Natalie Drucker and Keisin Wang
Zhao Mei Woo
Yaxi Zeng and Kai Xia
Meijin Teo and Zhongwei Yang
Carlie and Richard Yoo
Paul and Susan Torn Young
Sasha Levine Zeplain and Andrew Zeplain

CONTRIBUTORS
Marie and Seun Abolaji
Caroline and Jonathan Ajo-Franklin
Irma Alarcon
Hina Momin and Ayaz Ali
Sabha Momin and Nasir Ali
Natasha Bhayani and Noor Ali
Elizabeth Alvarenga
Monica Moreno and Jose Ambriz
Laura and David Anderson
Linda Anderson
Tonia Wang-Andregg and Corey Andregg
Liucija Pagiryte Angelo and  

Sipuikineni Angelo
Miriam Tovar and Pablo Angulo
Tracey and Rikki Aping
Tarsha Arceneaux
Alma Armendariz
Elenir and Rony Avritscher
Dina Ahmad and Haitham Awdeh
Saadia Azher
Colin and Landon Bagby
Lauren Barrash
Priyanka Bhasin and Sahil Behl
Lara Leigh and Dirk Bergoon
LaKia and Phillip Bernard
Susan and Michael Bigge
Cynthia Blessman
Victoria Tang and Huned Botee
Lynn Phan and Adam Boutte
Dana Bowman
Andrea Pollack, Lucas Brane and  

Nicole Scales
Tami Brennan
Ninfa Bridges
Elena and Alexander Brokhin
Rob Bruce
Rashaan Byers
Diane Calzado
Nancy and Heyward Carter
Sara and Juan Pablo Cata
Lisa and Jonathan Caughran
Ideliza Cedillo
Jasmine Chapa
Joan Lipuscek and Gabriel Chavez
Gerardo Chavez
Onna Yeung and Jeff Chi
Greisy Cifuentes
Casie and Andrew Cobos
Kristin and Malcolm Cogan
Jessica and Robert Croyle

Heidi and Rafael Cruz
Jag and Glen Cunial
Jennifer and Justin Davidoff
Sandra De Leon
Laura and Darryll De Vera
Nicholas and Bethany Defferari
Christy and Robert Dulaney
Devin and Matthew Dunn
Travelle and Zachary Ellis
Emily and Robert Emmett
Lena and Jerry Engel
Christy Hartman and Nathan Eror
Eunice Espinal
Tanea and Lucas Evers
Annie Rupani and Dominic Farino
Saida Fagala and Domenico Festa
Annette Figueroa
Sarah and Jafet Figueroa
Alinda Gary and Ryan Firth
Lori Ann and Michael Foertsch
Polly and Stephen Fohn
Jennifer and Andrew Friedberg
Krista Lynn Santiago and William Fuller
Miranda Sanford and Tyler Gamble
Lilia Garza
Hallie and Geoff Gauthier
Caelin White and Sam Geer
Angela Ebrahimi and Nima Ghedami
Praveena Lakshmanan
Sarah Gifford
Ana Giralt
Johnna and Steven Gluth
Ashley and David Gordon
Amy and Jeremy Grisbee
PromoPrint Group
Gregory Han
Kim Harrison
Casandra and Bowie Helm
Heather Barkley and Christopher Hensley
Joy Hilley
Anna Carmela and David Hinderaker
Ashli and Aaron Holiday
Sharon Carter and Bill Hubbard
Shahistha and Syed Hyder
Levely Castelo and Bret Ibarra
Alia Vinson and Robert Icsezen
Muriel Brisson-Jackson and Jovan Jackson
Matt Jacobs
Ruchi and Deepesh Jain
Saba Pardhan-Jassani and Farhaz Jassani
Craig and Laura Johnson

THESE REPRESENT GIFTS MADE TO THE POST OAK SCHOOL FROM JULY 1, 2024–JUNE 30, 2025.
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Ariella Perlman and Robert Johnson
Parul and Manny June
Komal Shah and Vijay Kale
Zafer and Kulsoom Karakoc
Tamara Al karkhi
Sanaya Kateli
Angela and Pekka Kauranen
Rashmi and Keyur Kelkar
Thomas King
Channing Guidry and David Kirksey
Alexi Jacobs and Daniel Kleinburg
Orly Kluk
Sarah Knoll Sweeney
Rebecca Smith and Matthew Kondratowicz
Vasanthi Jayaraman and  

Ramanan Krishnamoorti
Ashley and Mason Krug
Sally and Cale Kruse
Elizabeth and Noble Kuriakose
Kayleigh Defenbaugh and Trent La
Brooke and Adam Lasics
Carolyn Lazar
Rita and Diego Leon
Carolina Gutierrez and Gabriel Lopez
Zhe Xu and Xiaojie Lu
Sheung Wong and Gary Luk
Linda and Paul Lynn
Ricki Li and Jin Ma
Megan and Jonathan Maddox
Anita Taj Mahmood and Murad Mahmood
Jessica and Matthew Mantel
Lindsay Derman and Aaron Markham
Lucile Gregg and John Marshall
Kellie and Tyler Martin
Gina and Justin Martorello
Sara and Gabe Massey
Susan and Steve Mathew
Jessica and Robert Matos
Elena and Maksim Mayarovich
Maite Rion Cantu and  

David Mccarthy Moreno
Casey and William McClellan
Judith and Joseph McDonald
Bonnye and Robert McGill
Sarah Ellenzweig and Scott McGill
Joelene and Sean McKenzie
Kevin McLean
Terry McNally
Manuel Mejia
Emily and Pejman Milani
Brittany Morris

Catherine Clark Mosbacher
Lucy and Peter Mosbacher
Renae Holman Murti
Harshitha Appidi and Kashyap Nalapatla
Jayshree Rohatgi and Ranjan Nandi
Andrea and Payton Nelson
Andrea Novak
Emily Hansen and Kyle O’Heron
Takei Pipkins and Ryan O’Heron
Resa O’Malley
Diana and Albert Onofre
Patricia Onofre
Erika and John Papadopoulos
Michela Diotallevi and Gianluca Pascucci
Nikita and Harsh Patel
Laura and Ravi Patel
Gail Perley
Tatiana and Ty Peterson
Huong Le and Florian Pintgen
Phoebe Liang and Steven Poon
PostNet
Jane Vora and Jonathan Proctor
Jillian and Amarjyot Purewal
Shelley and James Quillin
Amy and Steven Radack
Renee and Yuval Raizen
Elva and Dwight Raulston
Beth Reese
Paloma Lozano and Hugo Lozano Resendez
Yung-Wei Sun and John Rice
Jennifer Christensen and Keith Richard
Andrea and Christopher Richardson
Connie Wang and Christopher Rizk
Maria Serrano and Hector Rocha
Grace Romelis
Polina and Chris Roots
Kelly Rosin
Laia Humbert Vidan and Daniel Rovira
Amy Dunham and Volker Rudolf
Sara Saber
Tony Salem
Mirna Andrade-Salgado and  

José M. Salgado
Betsabe Zinzu Beltran and 

Arturo San Vicente
Carla Sapsford Newman
Gena Scurry
Samantha and Cedric Seley
Nupur and Pratik Shah
Lila Sharifian
Christianne Melanson and Durwin Sharp

Srujana and Shafiq Shivji
Jenny and Michael Siegel
Anna Silberman
Elizabeth Silveira
Megan and Sean Skeuse
Emily Sloan
Jana and Matt Sloan
Karyn and Andrew Smith
Carol and Robert Smith
Barbara Smoller
Natalie Stark
Christina and Isaac Tapia
Gabrielle Tekell
Jeni and Matt Thompson
Emma Thurmond
Karen Ting
Judy Le and Don Tom
Robert and Tamara Townsend
Katherine Treviño
Tiffney Trimble
Lisa and Jim Valentine
Kelly and Ben Vaughn
Nicole and Matthew Wagner
Ngoc Le and Jason Walls
Alison Weisman
Maria Gomez-White and Kenneth White
Huda Alsheikh and Evan Wildstein
Wei Kuang Yen and Mark Wilkinson
Donna and Fredrick Williams
Morgan and Jamar Wilson
Miriam Winton
Brittany and Aaron Woodward
Jessica Wang and Kenneth Wu
Yi Ling Lu and Ji Yuan Wu
Huidan Xu
Luis Yanez
Meiqin Wu and Shoulong Zhou
Sara Ann Ziemnicki

Although we have made every effort to 
ensure the accuracy of our honor rolls, errors 
may occur. To report an error or omission, 
please contact: 
Evan Wildstein 
281-822-8024 
EvanWildstein@PostOakSchool.org

Donor lists current as of June 30, 2025

THESE REPRESENT GIFTS MADE TO THE POST OAK SCHOOL FROM JULY 1, 2024–JUNE 30, 2025.
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The Post Oak School 
recognizes employees at 
five-year intervals.  
The following individuals 
have served our community 
well for as many as forty 
years and we are grateful for 
them! Please extend your 
congratulations and thanks 
to them the next time you 
see them on campus.  
 

FIVE YEARS
 
Claudia Arce 
Max Lowery 
Antonio Ventura 
Terry McNally
 
	

TEN YEARS
 
Laura Johnson 
Ana Giralt
	  

FIFTEEN YEARS
Sandra De Leon 
Keri Nickerson
Anita Taj Mahmood 
Matt Thompson 

	

Employee Spotlights

Since 1985, Manuel Mejia has cared for The Post Oak School,  
making him our longest-serving employee. For four decades, his 
work has shaped the spaces where generations of students have 
learned and grown. 

Manuel arrived from Guatemala just three years before joining 
Post Oak. Eager to establish himself, he began part-time work at 
Randalls, learning the basics of facility maintenance. When he joined 
Post Oak, the school was in transition—construction was underway 
on the Bissonnet Campus. Within days, Manuel was entrusted with 
the keys and the responsibility of caring for the school.  

We are grateful for the ways Manuel continues to serve and care for 
all of us at The Post Oak School.

A LEGACY OF SERVICE
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The Post Oak School does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, religion, sex, or nationality or 
ethnic origin with regard to hiring, 
admissions, or in the administration 
of any of its programs.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2025–26
TJ Farnsworth, Chair
Maura Joyce, President
Troy Thacker, Treasurer
Susanna Kartye,

Secretary
Whitney Walsh,

Immediate Past Chair
Lara Leigh Bergoon
Matthew Dunn 
Jovan Jackson
Judy Le
Jennifer Norten
Oscar Parada 
Tina Petersen
Damon Putman
Karen Redding
Sabina Walia
Anita Ying
Jordan Zweig

EMERITUS MEMBERS
Melissa Coleman
Adam Forman
Melanie Gray
Robert Harvey
Lloyd Kirchner
Patricia Mitchell
Manolo Sanchez
Alison Wong
Alan Ying 
 
 

Visit us online at
PostOakSchool.org

About The Post Oak School
The Post Oak School is an educational leader—both among Houston’s top 

private schools and among the more than 5,000 Montessori schools across the 
country. Post Oak has operated continuously since 1963, and is a non-profit 
corporation. With a faculty and staff of 120 employees, we serve a culturally 
diverse student population of 495 and provide a comprehensive education 
founded on AMI Montessori principles.

Post Oak has two campuses to serve our four academic communities from 
early childhood through high school. The Bissonnet Campus (BC) is home to 
our Early Childhood (beginning at 14 months) and Elementary (grades 1–6) 
divisions. The Bissonnet Campus occupies a 3.44-acre lot on the corner of 
Bissonnet Street and Avenue B in Bellaire, a suburb of Houston, Texas.

The Museum District Campus (MDC) is home to our Adolescent division, 
serving Middle and High School students (grades 7–12), and is located at 
the corner of Montrose and Autrey Street in Houston’s Museum District. 
The Museum District is the perfect launching point for the interdisciplinary 
partnerships, internships, service learning, and travel experiences central to 
this school’s mission. The High School program culminates in two years of  
the International Baccalaureate (IB) diploma program. •





Gala 2026—Where the music is hot and the night is cool! 
Mark your calendars for March 21 at Hotel ZaZa—a dazzling evening 
of dancing, dining, and celebration awaits. Individual tickets are now 
available at postoakschool.org/gala.

4600 BISSONNET ST
BELLAIRE, TX 77401 


