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WHS Announces AD Leadership Transition: Longtime Director Tom 
Kerkman to Retire; Dada and Metzler Named Successors 

[OMAHA, Neb] — Westside Community Schools has announced a significant leadership transition within the 
Westside High School activities department. After nearly four decades in education, Activities Director Tom 
Kerkman will retire at the conclusion of the 2025 -2026 school year. To lead the department into its next 
chapter, the district has appointed Tola Dada and Brad Metzler as Assistant Principals & Co-Activities Directors, 
effective this summer. 

Kerkman’s retirement marks the end of a 39-year career in education, including 16 years at the helm of 
Westside High School’s athletic and activities programs. Under his leadership, the Warriors reached 
unprecedented heights, becoming one of the most respected programs in Nebraska. 

His tenure is highlighted by: 

●​ 19 State Championships across various sports and activities. 
●​ The prestigious NSAA Cup All-Activities Award. 
●​ Two Omaha World-Herald All-Sports titles, including a recent win that demonstrated proficiency in both 

athletic and non-athletic activities. 
●​ Overseeing the Westside Athletic Hall of Fame and supporting the growth of the Unified program, 

creating positive opportunities for all students. 

“Mr. Kerkman has taken Westside High School athletics to the top level over the past 16 years,” said Dr. Mike 
Lucas, Superintendent. “The program has truly become the envy of high schools across the state under his 
guidance. We are deeply grateful for his dedication to our students and his 'Warrior' spirit.” 

Tola Dada and Brad Metzler will serve as Assistant Principals & Co-Activities Directors, bringing a combined 
decade of experience within the WHS community to their new roles. 

●​ Brad Metzler joined WHS as a business teacher. He has served in various capacities, including assistant 
football coach, Dean, and Assistant Activities Director. 

●​ Tola Dada joined the WHS administrative team as an Assistant Principal, bringing significant experience 
as an administrator and former head coach. 

Both Dada and Metzler will remain in their current roles until June to ensure a stable conclusion to the 
academic year. 
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