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Background and Goals



Goals of this process

1. Develop reasonable enrollment forecasts that take into account:
a. Development

b. COVID-19 decline and rebound

c. Potential Charter and Private school expansions

d. Historical Enrollment Patterns



What is an enrollment forecast… and what it isn’t

What is it?

1. A scientific “most likely” scenario based on all inputs.
2. An extremely useful planning tool, if used correctly and questioned.

What isn’t it?

1. A magic solution that will tell someone, with complete accuracy, what enrollment will 
be in 10 years.

2. A random and wild guess at what enrollment will be in 10 years.



What We Take Into Consideration



Key Considerations – Forecasts

General:

1. Historical Enrollment Patterns

2. School Capacity and Attendance Zones

3. Demographic processes
a. Births

b. Migration

c. Age, sex, race, Hispanic Origin trends

4. Built environment
a. Building permits

b. Known development areas (especially 

residential) and timing

5. Economics

6. COVID-19

North Carolina or Brunswick County Specific:

1. The impact of S406/H823 The Opportunity 
Scholarship Program expansion

2. Charter School proliferation



Current Population Forecasts



19th
As of the most recent Census Bureau data, Brunswick County is the 19th fastest 

growing county in the United States (measured from July 2022 through July 2023). 
From April 2020 through July 2023 Brunswick is the 11th fastest growing. 

Brunswick is the only large county outside Texas and Florida in the top 20.









Developments









Enrollment Versus Capacity
Actual and Projected













Questions?



Thank you!



Appendix







Assumptions and Methodology



Assumptions

1. Housing growth will occur at the following rates:
a. 75% of approved housing will be built by 2034

b. Some of the currently approved housing will begin hitting the market before the beginning of the 

2025-26 school year

2. Occupancy rates and Persons Per Household by age will follow historical 

patterns
a. Calculated at the tract level

3. Occupancy will build out on the following basis:
a. In year 1 of completion occupancy will be 50% of the final occupancy 

b. Years 2-3 linear growth to full occupancy

c. Years 4 and beyond full occupancy





Methodology: Modified Grade Progression

● We begin with a weighted grade progression methodology
○ Look, by school and feeder school patterns, at the ratio of students in the prior grade last year, 

versus current grade this year. Ratio larger than one implies in movement, lower than one 

attrition or out movement.

○ Forecast this ratio into the future.

● We tested several different weighting regimes and finalized with a 10 year 

weighted average with weighting skewed slightly to more recent data.

● Add  in housing based growth by attendance zone (minus 55+ communities)

● Compare differences based on GPR vs housing growth

● Add in additional students based on housing growth.


