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8th Grade: Unit 1 Entry Level Task: The Identity of Others 
 
Essential Questions:  

●​ What are the forces that shape our identities as we 
grow up? 

  
Suggested Pacing: 2-3 days 

 

Background: In seventh grade, students studied the different forces 

that affect identity and how all humans are connected. They 

explored how conflicts are necessary for growth and how positive 

identity development can lead people to be advocates for positive 

change.  

 

Task: Students will begin thinking about the concept of identity by 

brainstorming the different forces that have influenced them and 

complete a short creative writing project. They will view a short 

video clip and write an “I Am From” poem. 

 

Purpose: The purpose of this task is to encourage students to think deeply about the many different forces that shape 

people’s identities and begin to think about the forces that have influenced them personally. 

 

Link to Teacher Slides: Identity Entry Task Teacher Slides 

 

Getting Started:  

Post the essential question for the unit in the room: “What are the forces that shape our identities as we grow up?” Ask 

students for their initial thoughts on this question. Capture their responses on chart paper to keep displayed in the room.  

Students can add to their initial thoughts as they move throughout this lesson and the unit as a whole. 

 

Making Meaning: 

View the 5 minute video How We See It - Identity. After viewing, allow 
students to discuss and add more ideas about what shapes identity to the 
chart paper. 
 
Guide the discussion as needed to consider a diverse array of concepts. 
Ideas could include: 

●​ Culture 
●​ Family experiences 
●​ Technology/social media 
●​ Films, TV, books 
●​ Friend/peer experiences 
●​ Positive vs. negative influences 

 
*Note: If students are having a difficult time with the concept of self 
identity, you could also view the following short clip: SEL Video Lesson of 
the Week - Self Identity 
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LsIEaTHCT4W3ddawkmZto9kvF1VhCOMuexikBU72lP0/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VS2Zmrad4YBBsfj9jph6uRbj2t8ws64T/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ohrS024coisAfdsd_w8yS4LP3u5quhxf/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ohrS024coisAfdsd_w8yS4LP3u5quhxf/view?usp=share_link
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Investigation: 

Explain to students that they will be writing a short poem called an “I Am From” poem to explore the forces that have 
shaped their personal identities. This format is based on a famous poem called “Where I’m From” by George Ella Lyon. 
Our first step is to read the original poem. 
 
Provide students with a copy of the poem and read it aloud with the 
students. Students can also view the video clip of George Ella Lyon 
reading the poem herself. 
“Where I’m From” Text 
“Where I’m From” Video 
 
After reading, allow students to discuss with a partner or in small 
groups the following questions: 

●​ What are some things that stand out to you in this poem? 
●​ Why does the author keep using the phrase “I am from…” 
●​ What is this author telling readers about her identity? 
●​ What types of things influenced this author? 

 
Come back together as a class and briefly discuss some of their observations. Explain that next, students will try creating 
their own “I Am From” poem. 

 

Create and Produce: 

Students will create their “I Am From” poem using  information about themselves. Explain the procedures for writing 
using the instruction sheet linked below. Give time for students to brainstorm, write, and decorate their poem with 
colors and images that are meaningful to them. This could be done on a sheet of paper or digitally. Explain to students 
that while a format for writing is provided, they are free to phrase their stanzas differently if they have other ideas. 

 

Instruction Sheet 

Teacher Exemplar* 

*Teachers should consider creating their own exemplar poem to use with their students. This will help build community in 
the classroom and encourage students to share their own ideas. 

 

Differentiation options: 

“I Am From” Poem Frames (two options included in this document)* 

*Note that students may not want or need a frame. 

 

Communicate and Present: 
Three options are listed below. Teachers should select the option that works best for their students and their teaching 
style. 
 
Option 1: After finishing their poems, students will select their single favorite stanza and recreate it on a sheet of paper. 
The teacher will collect all the stanzas and combine them into a single collaborative poem to be displayed on the wall.  
 
If completing this project digitally, students can recreate their single favorite stanza on a single Google Slide. The teacher 
can copy/paste everyone’s slide into a single presentation that can be digitally shared. 
 
Once the collaborative poem is assembled, students can view it to get a sense of all the different identities that make up 
the class. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C_QJwYTrgKnl3NoIjczG5WzTuUzbUedghj8fwrchKyw/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eJ9Rubb1J42iSo7WvDbCFruTtHYAXRqj/view?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yvB4Bm4_uMtT3gO9-7rYq_NPi7DF5YpzgygUK7qHark/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ro_4frV-gV8d8p0o303xAdibp2WByB6BWMQ1DjfDcIo/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13-0NysRKD3T79DGJgfVj6GYTb2b-8NfySxXjfwmKEfE/edit?usp=drive_link
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Option 2: Organize students into small groups and let them present to each other. 
 
Option 3: Organize a gallery walk for students to view each poem. 

 

Reflection: 
After viewing their peers’ “I Am From” poems, students should reflect on what they have learned about self identity and 
about the array of different identities that make up their class in their reader’s notebook.  

 

 


