
Dear Avery Coonley School Community, 
 
Joy. Wonder. Curiosity.  
 
When I think about why I chose to become an educator, and what I believe should be 
foundational in every child’s school experience, it always comes back to these three words. 
Meaningful learning is seeded with joy, nurtured by wonder, and blossoms into curiosity. It is the 
magic of wonder and the spark of imagination that leads to discovery and, ultimately, 
transformation.  
 
This is why I am so profoundly honored to become Avery Coonley's next head of school. The 
school's enduring mission and the community's abiding commitment to nurturing the whole child 
speak to the deeper purpose of education and the transformative learning I am privileged to 
help shepherd. I am excited to work with the school administration and the Board of Trustees 
over the next several months to ensure a smooth transition as we enter the upcoming school 
year.  
 
My journey as an educator began almost 25 years ago. I often say education found me, or 
perhaps, more aptly, called to me, leading to a lifelong love affair with teaching and learning. I 
consider myself simultaneously a student and a teacher, two halves of myself that exist in 
balance, as I believe we move fluidly between teaching and learning throughout our lives. This 
has always felt important because, in many ways, it captures who I am at my core: someone 
who loves to learn and finds joy in cultivating environments where others can embrace that 
same joy. I have perhaps had no greater teachers than my two incredible sons, now in their first 
and second years of college. Learning from each of them has deepened my self-awareness, 
empathy, and curiosity about perspectives I might not have otherwise considered, which has 
only strengthened my work with students, teachers, and schools.  
 
Throughout my interview process, it has been evident to me that Avery Coonley is a school with 
a rich history rooted in progressive ideals and constructivist models, defining a unique space for 
gifted learners to experience what it means to be mirrored in the learning. On my most recent 
visit to the school, I was blown away by my interactions with the students: bright, self-confident, 
and engaged. From students constructing arguments about the adaptive changes in particular 
bird species to students crowdsourcing vocabulary words like vicissitude to share with one 
another to seeing students suit up to go sledding, I personally witnessed the magic of joy, 
wonder, and curiosity present throughout ACS.  
 
At the heart of every school are its students, and the teachers are the devoted caretakers who 
nourish and protect that heart. This holistic work is only possible with a committed, thoughtful, 
and energized faculty and staff who continually work to ensure ACS students have an 
unparalleled learning experience, as I observed firsthand while speaking with and watching ACS 
teachers. I am delighted to collaborate with this phenomenal group of educators to continue 
enriching the ACS experience and help ensure Avery Coonley remains a leader in gifted 
education for generations to come.  
 
I want to extend my sincere gratitude to the Board of Trustees, the Search Committee, and the 
entire Avery Coonley community for your time, thoughtfulness, and active engagement 
throughout this search process. Your dedication to the school and its mission, your willingness 
to engage deeply and rigorously, and the honest feedback you offered at every stage made this 
experience both meaningful and reaffirming. Thank you for the countless hours, careful 



discernment, and genuine warmth you extended along the way. It is clear how deeply everyone 
cares about ACS and its future.  
 
I join Avery Coonley as a learner first. I have often said that the work of a school is never the 
work of any one individual, but rather the collective efforts of the whole. I look forward to 
listening and sharing what I learn over the next several months. Through collaboration, we will 
continue to strengthen Avery Coonley, expand its reach as a leader in gifted education, and 
steward its legacy into the future.  
 
Thank you for entrusting me to lead Avery Coonley. I am humbled and thrilled to become part of 
the ACS community.  
 
I am eager to meet you all very soon. 
 
With gratitude and excitement,  
 
Nancy Nassr  
 

 


