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By Ron Barry

FINAL MOMENTUM SHIFT KEY TO CAV WIN;
CROCKETT GIRLS MAKE IT A SWEEP

Right: Karson Kail nailed four three-pointers -- including the one that
regained the lead for Crockett with 1:23 to play -- in sparking the Cavs to
their fourth straight win. (Photo by Ron Barry)

If Crockett County basketball fans wake up Wednesday
morning with cricks in their necks, there’s a simple diagnosis: it
was all the momentum changes in the Cavaliers’ game with
Lexington Tuesday night.

Unless your head is on a swivel, all those back-and-forth shifts
would have pained anybody.

Coach Spencer Bursey’s crew — once again employing the full-
court trap press that was successful the night before at
Chester County — built a substantial 32-15 halftime advantage
over the visiting Big Red Tigers. But then, in the third quarter, it
was like somebody let the air out of their balloon — except it
was on the scale of a tornado blowing out of a zeppelin.

Lexington outscored the suddenly hapless Cavs 26-7 in that
third period, 16 of them from Andrew Pearson — who didn't tally
a single point in the entire first half. So the visitors entered the
fourth quarter having regained the lead, 41-39. The momentum
hadn’t merely shifted; there’d been an earthquake below Bill
Emerson Memorial Gymnasium.

In the early stages of the final stanza, the Tigers pulled ahead by
seven, 50-43, with only 5:11 remaining in the game. But that's
when the ground began to rumble again.

Crockett’'s Kevin Pledge rolled in a layup to make it 50-45. At
the 4:07 mark, Corey Savage completed an “And-One” three-
point play, and it was 50-48. After a long three by Lexington’s
Marquan Talley briefly slowed the comeback, the Cavs’ Andre
Garduno — seeing his first action in more than two weeks after
an injury — sank a pair of free throws.
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The Tigers still held a 53-50 edge, and the clock was down to 2:34.

Garduno scored again on a rebound put-back at 2:06 after
Lexington — refusing to work down the clock — launched an errant
three. Now it was 53-52.

The Tigers took another ill-advised long-ranger, missing again, and
Bursey’s crew quickly worked the ball into the left corner. From
there — right in front of the Crockett bench — red-hot Cav guard
Karson Kail buried his fourth three-pointer of the contest as the
gymnasium erupted, the seemingly-dead hometowners now back
on top 55-53. The scoreboard clock said only 1:23 remained.

Garduno then came up with a steal beneath the Lexington basket
and was fouled again on the Crockett end with 49.6 seconds to
play. Not showing any effects of rust from his time off, he calmly
swished both shots to give the Cavs a 57-53 edge.

Crockett had a foul to give before the Tigers would be shooting
two shots, and the Cavs took it at the 33.9 mark, followed by a
Lexington timeout. The visitors worked a pass to the right wing for
Cameron Gordon, who nailed a trey to make it 57-56 with 26
seconds left. A rejuvenated Lexington five then pressed the Cavs
hard in the backcourt, forcing Bursey to call a timeout to avoid the
10-second halfcourt infraction.

The Tigers quickly fouled Jayden Frye on the inbounds play, and
the Cav point guard made the second of his two free throws.
Crockett now led 58-56 with 14 ticks on the clock.

Rather than make any attempt to get the ball in Pearson’s hands —
despite the fact he netted 21 points in the second half alone —
Lexington's Talley made an out-of-control drive through the lane
and plowed over Garduno, who was set to take the charge. No
whistle came on the play until Squirt Pickens had gathered in the
rebound from the missed floater with 7.3 seconds to go, and he
was sent to the foul line.

Pickens knocked them both down to boost the margin to 60-56,
and when the Tigers missed their final shot and Garduno gathered
in the rebound, Talley’s frustration produced a technical foul with
the clock showing 0.3 seconds. Garduno drilled three of the
ensuing four free throws — two for being fouled and two for the
technical — and Crockett had achieved its improbable 63-56
triumph.

The Cavs built their first-half advantage largely on the strength of
Kail's outside shooting and the inside play of Pledge and Burgess,
who combined for 11 points in the second period. Kail and Burgess
both finished with a game-high 12 for Crockett, which has now won
four straight games. Pledge and Garduno added nine apiece for the
hosts, who also received seven from Cortland Reddick and five
from Savage.
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In the opening contest of the night, Coach Kayla Irvin's Lady
Cavaliers improved to 7-3 by cranking up their defense over
the final three quarters, limiting Lexington to single-digit
scoring in those periods after falling behind 15-12 in the first
frame.

Most of the offense came from sophomore Wesley Thornton
and senior Keeton Holyfield. Thornton totaled 15 points,
mostly on strong drives to the basket, while Holyfield netted
the club’s only two three-pointers and closed with 14 overall.
Halle Holyfield contributed nine and Torey Savage seven for
the winners.

Both Crockett squads travel to Selmer Friday for a road twin
bill with McNairy Central. MCNairy’s girls are 7-2 and its boys
are 3-6. The girls’ game tips at 6 p.m.

CCHS Girls GM 10: Dec 16 at Alamo Above: Andre Garduno -- despite not having played in the last two weeks because
of injury -- came up big for the Cavs in the final quarter. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Lexington154 8 8 - 35

Crockett 12131216 - 53 Below: With all the momentum shifts going on down the stretch, Crockett
cheerleader Auriana Taylor is making double-sure he group's "flyer” is stable atop
the base. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Crockett — Wesley Thornton 15, Keeton Holyfield 14, Halle
Holyfield 9, Torey Savage 7, Ellie Henderson 4, Audrey Whitby
2, Kira Bray 2, Tink Willis O, Ruth Gourley O, Callie Freeman O,
Alice Luten 0. 2-Pt FG: 18. 3-Pt FG: 2 (K Holyfield 2). FT: 11-16.
Record: 7-3.

Lex — McKenna Nowell 16, Mekenzi Volner 7, Mylee Stanford 6,
Millie Davis 2, Devin Brown 2, Maddie McCollum 2, Kennedy
Johnson O. 2-Pt FG: 5. 3-Pt FG: 6 (Nowell 3, Stanford 2,
Volner). FT: 7-8. Record: 4-6.

CCHS Boys GM 10: Dec 16 at Alamo
Lexington 6 9 26 15 - 56
Crockett 13197 24 - 63

Crockett — Ben Burgess 12, Karson Kail 12, Kevin Pledge 9,
Andre Garduno 9, Cortland Reddick 7, Corey Savage 5, Squirt
Pickens 4, Jayden Frye 3, Max Woods 2, Brilan Dunigan O,
Carter Wren O, DK Woods O. 2-Pt FG: 15. 3-Pt FG: 6 (Kail 4,
Burgess, Reddick). FT: 15-23. Record: 6-4.

Lex — Andrew Pearson 21, Marquan Talley 12, Cameron Gordon
1, Aviance Huddleston 9, Braxton Cox 3, Elye Pearson O,
Bentley Taylor O, Colton Hatchett O. 2-Pt FG: 12. 3-Pt FG: 7 (A
Pearson 3, Talley, Cox, Gordon, Huddleston). FT: 11-15. Record:
2-8.

Right: Cortland Reddick pops a shot
from the top of the key. (Photo by Ron
Barry)
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Left: When Lexington made its
huge run in the third quarter, it
seemed like everything had
gone out of synch for the Cavs,
like this dribble upcourt by
Squirt Pickens. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Below: Both Crockett victories
kept cheerleader Gracie Farmer
happily occupied. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Above: Ben Burgess battles with a Lexington player for control
of a rebound. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Kevin Pledge -- dropping this nice jump hook over
Lexington's Aviance Huddleston -- scored six big points in the
second period when Crockett opened up an 18-point margin.
(Photo by Ron Barry)

Left: Despite spending the past two weeks
in street clothes on the bench because of
injury, Andre Garduno stepped in and netted
nine fourth-quarter points, including a calm
7-of-8 from the foul line. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Below: When the Cavs turned up the
defensive pressure during the chaotic final
period, Karson Kail (22) and his teammates
created some memorable chaos. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

Above: The best thing about the Cavalier Crazies student section is
that they're always happy to provide positioning advice to the
opponents. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Above: Contrary to the boys' game, there wasn't a lot of drama
beyond the opening period in the girls' contest, especially after
Keeton Holyfield knocked down a couple of threes on her way to 14
points. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Audrey Whitby gave a big-time effort to try to keep this ball
from sliding out of bounds. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Above: Ellie Henderson staged a couple of her usual floor
wrestling bouts. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Right: Wesley Thornton, in addition to leading the Lady Cav

scoring with 15 points, also didn't mind mixing it up a little bit on
defense. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Left: Halle Holyfield, here driving to the
basket to draw the defense in, was in her
normal non-stop motion pattern. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

Below: When the night was over, it was time
for a wave and a smile -- and who does that
better than Kennedy Henning? (Photo by
Ron Barry)

Left: Kira Bray grabbed this rebound
and decided to bring the ball upcourt
herself, seeing what the world looks
like to a point guard. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Below: Ruth Gourley looks to drop a
pass inside to one of Crockett's
flashing post players. (Photo by Ron
Barry)




