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ADDITIONAL PRIVETTE FAMILY DONATION

Above: Torey Savage scored eight second-quarter points to lead
Crockett to a 22-21 halftime edge, but Henry County came back
in the second half to down the Lady Cavaliers 55-42. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

At some point after moving from Crockett County to California, Franklin
Maxwell Privett added an “e” to the end of his last name. To this day,
none of his surviving family in the Crockett area know exactly why.

But here’s a theory that even Privett himself perhaps didn't realize: it
stood for the two qualities that best summarize his amazing 90-year life
— Empathy and Education.

Those two traits were once again on display last week when the
Crockett County High School HOSA group received a second donation
— this time of $110,000 — from the Privette Trust Fund, designed to
heighten the future success of students interested in health occupation
services.

The HOSA group had earlier received a $355,000 gift from the Privette
fund, following the work performed by Terri Kozlowitz, a niece and
executor of the estate after Privette’s death in 2024.

On the occasion of the second donation, local members of the family
gathered to remember how much “Uncle Max” was grateful for his
upbringing in Crockett County and for how it developed his legacy of
caring for other people and his insistence that education is a key
component of an individual's betterment.

Privette, known as Franklin to his California friends and colleagues — “but
he was always just Uncle Max to us,” says Kozlowitz — was the son of
William Alfred Privett and Carmen E. Riddick Privett and graduated from
Hamlett-Robertson High School in Crockett Mills in 1952. He also
graduated from Union University with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Biology and then enrolled in the Navy's Officer Candidate School,
eventually being stationed on the relay ship Guardian in California.

He returned to Crockett County after his naval stint and taught school
in Maury City for a year, but then went back to California because he
had fallen in love with that region when serving there.
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He taught science at Leland High School in San Jose for more than 30
years, during which he also obtained a graduate degree from Stanford
University and began purchasing relatively inexpensive land (for that
time) in California, selling it later for the profits which helped build his
estate.

“He was entirely self-taught in the area of economics and finance
Kozlowitz says, “but it appears he had some kind of instinctual knack for it.
But as he has shown even in his death, his ability to make money was
purposeful to his calling to use it to better other people’s lives.”

Angela Avery Coleman, daughter of Privette's sister Geraldine — who was
killed in a 1949 automobile accident — was basically raised by “Uncle Max”
and remembers fondly both his kindness and his passion for education.
“"He was always more to me than an uncle,” Coleman recalls. “He was
honestly more like a big brother to me and was always there for me, no
matter what.”

The family remembers that Privette was actually picking cotton on the
very day that Angela was born in 1942 and had to stay away from the
house during her delivery.

“He loved farm work and never shied away from the toughest tasks,” she
recalls. “But he also had an artistic side. He took piano lessons from
Gladys Murphy in Alamo, but he had a natural knack for playing by ear.
And he would often play it at his house and at churches and nursing
homes. And in California, he was always interested in going to the
symphony and to plays and musicals.”

Kozlowitz remembers that when “The Sound of Music” film was released in
1965, Privette took all the family members to a theater in Memphis to see
it, and it has remained a family favorite even now, when it is celebrating its
60th anniversary.

Coleman recalls a day during one of Privette's return visits to Crockett
County when he was driving family members around to visit farm
properties and his phone rang.

“Max cared so deeply about people that he developed the ability to be a
very good counselor,” she says, “and that day he got a call from a lady in
California who needed counseling. He told her he wasn't in California just
then, he was in Tennessee. But she sounded so needful, and he was
always so caring, that he just pulled over and stopped the car and told us
all to wait a while as he dealt with her. He got out of the car, still on the
phone, and we watched him walk around and counsel her over the phone
until he finally got back into the car.”

“Max also was passionate about education,” Coleman said. “I can
remember that even his Christmas gifts were educational. He has given us
a microscope and slides, and even fossils.”

Janet Powell, Angela’s daughter and a registered nurse in Jackson,
remembers that Privette used to help her with a leaf collection, even to
the point of mailing her some from California.
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Patricia Henson Coleman, who married Angela’s son Chris — they now
live in Friendship — remembers how Privette helped her get through the
tragic loss of her daughter Danielle in an auto accident, just as he had
helped her mother through the one that affected her childhood so
much.

“He was always such a great listener,” Patricia says, “and his advice was
always so good. He was such a comforter to me and to my mother, and
we will always be grateful for that. It's one of the toughest things to
endure, and there are still hard days, but he always knew just the right
way to deal with us when we felt overwhelmed.”

Privette was a proud member of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon (SAE)
fraternity at Union, and Kozlowitz says he always stayed close to his
“brothers” throughout his life, another tie to the importance he placed
on education.

“I think his commitment is shown not only by what he has given to
Crockett County High School” Terri says, “but by the fact he also
donated money to the high school in San Jose where he taught for so
long. We are all just thrilled to be able to connect his love for education
and for people in C

rockett County. We're so glad to be able to help the HOSA group here.”
Gayla Mayfield, a health sciences teacher at CCHS, was overjoyed not
only by the original Privette donation, but also by the second.

“How blessed we are to receive an additional $110,000,” she said. “The
impact he and his family will undoubtedly have on our students is unlike
anything I've ever been a part of before.”

Most of the money received has been invested to produce recurring
funds for academic scholarship for students pursuing health careers.
The rest has been used to purchase state-of-the-art equipment and
supplies for the HOSA lab, including an interactive mannequin that
allows students to practice nursing skills of all kinds.

The benefit received by the school may prove to be another “e” from
the revised Privett name: Eternal.
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Crockett County High School HOSA
Franklin Max Privette
Scholarship Recipients

Above: The plaque in the HOSA lab at Crockett County High School, ready to
add its first scholarship recipient names this coming spring. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Left: The Privette family presents a $110,000 donation
to CCHS HOSA and school officials. From left: Gayla
Mayfield, Mattison Riggsbee, great-niece Patricia
Coleman, great-great-niece Janet Powell, niece Angela
Avery Coleman, niece Terri Kozlowitz, Director of
Schools P. A. Pratt, Candace Stallings, Shay Galvan, and
Principal Jerrod Shelton. (Photo courtesy of CCHS
HOSA)



