
 

 First Grade English Language Arts 
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Course Information 
Elementary  
Full Year Course 

Course Description: 
First-grade English Language Arts instruction 
continues to develop a solid foundation for language 
structure and print use. First-grade students build 
upon language and literacy skills, including 
phonological awareness, phonics, word knowledge, 
and concepts about print.  Students will learn to read 
for understanding and develop their communication 
skills when listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 
They will apply comprehension strategies to fiction 
and nonfiction texts. First-grade students will 
communicate ideas through drawing and writing of 
opinion, narrative, and informative pieces. Students 
will actively engage in small group, whole group, and 
individual learning. ELA instruction will be 
differentiated based on the needs of the students. 

Transfer Goals: Students will be able to 
●​ Engage in a variety of texts for enjoyment and 

learning by reading fluently with 
comprehension. 

●​ Communicate their ideas for a variety of 
purposes through speech and written 
expression. 

●​ Collaboratively communicate with peers and 
adults. 

Curriculum Standards: Missouri Learning Standards 

Curriculum Resource(s): Houghton Mifflin Harcourt-Into Reading 
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Unit 1:  Reading Foundations 
 

 

Unit Description: This unit focuses on building foundational language and literacy skills. 
Students will develop vocabulary, phonemic awareness, and phonics by identifying root words, 
affixes, syllables, and phonemes. They will learn to decode words, understand sentence 
structure, and apply grammar rules in both speaking and writing. The unit emphasizes fluency in 
reading, using context for comprehension, and recognizing high-frequency and irregularly spelled 
words. Additionally, students will practice effective communication by following listening rules, 
participating in conversations, and presenting clearly in group settings while also focusing on 
legible writing with proper punctuation and spacing. 

Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Readers use a range of strategies to 

decode words in text. 
●​ Readers apply strategies to construct 

meaning from text. 
●​ Listeners make meaning from the spoken 

word. 

Essential Questions: 
●​ How do readers hear and identify sounds in 

words? 
●​ How do readers match the sounds they hear 

in words to letters? 
●​ How do readers use sounds and letters to 

read new words? 
●​ How do readers learn to recognize words 

quickly?  
●​ How do readers monitor their understanding 

and make self-corrections? 
●​ How do readers read fluently? 

 

Unit 1 Standards 

STANDARD 
CODE STUDENTS WILL KNOW, BE ABLE TO, AND UNDERSTAND: 

1.R.1.B.b ●​ I can identify root words. 
●​ I can identify inflectional endings. 

1.RF.1.A 
●​ I can recognize a sentence. 
●​ I can recognize and recite two distinguishing features of a sentence 

(first word capitalization and punctuation). 

1.RF.2.A 

●​ I can recognize changes in spoken words when a phoneme is added, 
changed, or removed. 

●​ I can identify sounds and syllables in words. 
●​ I can distinguish between long and short vowel sounds. 
●​ I can blend spoken phonemes to form one- or two-syllable words. 
●​ I can segment spoken words of three to five phonemes into individual 

phonemes. 

1.RF.3.A ●​ I can decode words in context by using letter-sound knowledge. 
●​ I can identify letters for the spelling of short and long vowels. 

*priority standards indicated in bold 
First Grade English Language Arts - Page 2 

BOE Approved: 05/15/2025 
Patrons with questions about the course should contact curriculum@fhsdschools.org  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18MK5TSlM8H6scTYc5peK4ebBJfKM-p5gHDN7dQd4T-U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1nFt2JvJSylucIRSzFgzGPCMrcYNbqtDjfJLz3L_Nlpw/edit?gid=1816077800#gid=1816077800&range=137:138
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1nFt2JvJSylucIRSzFgzGPCMrcYNbqtDjfJLz3L_Nlpw/edit?gid=1816077800#gid=1816077800&range=139:143
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1nFt2JvJSylucIRSzFgzGPCMrcYNbqtDjfJLz3L_Nlpw/edit?gid=1816077800#gid=1816077800&range=144:154
mailto:curriculum@fhsdschools.org


●​ I can produce consonant blends. 
●​ I can produce consonant digraphs. 
●​ I can read high-frequency words. 

1.RF.4.A 

●​ I can read books smoothly, with expression, and for a reason. 
●​ I can read books smoothly, with expression, and understand what I am 

reading. 
●​ I can understand what I read by using clues in the story, fixing mistakes, 

and rereading when I need to. 

1.L.1.A ●​ I can produce simple sentences. 
●​ I can produce compound sentences. 

1.L.1.B 
●​ I can use ending punctuation. 
●​ I can capitalize the first letter of others’ first and last names. 
●​ I can demonstrate the use of phonetics when spelling words. 

1.SL.1.A 

●​ I can listen carefully and follow the rules when others are speaking. 
●​ I can listen carefully to others and add my ideas to the conversation. 
●​ I can listen for a purpose and respond to what others say. 
●​ I can follow two-step instructions. 

1.SL.2.A 
●​ I can practice and use good listening skills by following classroom rules 

when listening to others. 

1.SL.3.A 
●​ I can comprehend read-alouds. 
●​ I can comprehend media. 
●​ I can demonstrate speaking skills by retelling. 
●​ I can demonstrate speaking by asking appropriate questions. 
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Unit 2: Reading 
 

 

Unit Description: This unit focuses on developing comprehensive reading, listening, and speaking 
skills. Students will enhance their ability to predict, retell, and locate key details in texts read aloud 
and independently. They will practice monitoring and adjusting their comprehension, making 
inferences, and drawing conclusions about characters, settings, and events. The unit emphasizes 
understanding vocabulary, recognizing text structures, and distinguishing between fiction and 
nonfiction. Additionally, students will engage in analyzing text features, identifying main ideas, and 
comparing texts on similar topics. Communication skills are strengthened through active listening, 
clear speaking, and effective participation in group discussions and presentations. 

Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Readers use a range of strategies to 

decode words in text. 
●​ Readers apply strategies to construct 

meaning from text. 
●​ Listeners make meaning from the spoken 

word. 
●​ Speakers share information with a variety of 

audiences for specific purposes. 
●​ Readers develop vocabulary by using words 

and phrases acquired through 
conversations, reading, and being read to. 

Essential Questions: 
●​ How do readers hear and identify sounds in 

words? 
●​ How do readers match the sounds they hear 

in words to letters? 
●​ How do readers use sounds and letters to 

read new words? 
●​ How do readers learn to recognize words 

quickly?  
●​ How do readers monitor their understanding 

and make self-corrections? 
●​ How do readers read fluently? 
●​ How do readers develop independence and 

stamina when reading? 
●​ How do readers make meaning from 

nonfiction texts? 
●​ How do readers make meaning from the 

spoken word? 
●​ How do readers share information with a 

variety of audiences for specific purposes? 
●​ ​​How do readers develop an understanding of 

vocabulary? 

 

Unit 2 Standards 

STANDARD CODE STUDENTS WILL KNOW, BE ABLE TO, AND UNDERSTAND: 

1.R.1.A.c 
1.R.1.A.d/e 

●​ I can find answers in a book. 
●​ I can find facts and details in a book. 
●​ I can retell a story. 
●​ I can put the main events in order. 
●​ I can tell if main events happened in the beginning, middle, and 

end. 
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1.R.1.B.b 
●​ I can identify root words. 
●​ I can identify inflectional endings. 
●​ I can understand and use new words I learn from talking, reading, 

and listening to stories. 

1.R.1.C 
●​ I can find how two texts are alike and different and explain the 

connection between them. 

1.R.1.D ●​ I can read books that are just right for me and show what I learned 
from them. 

1.R.2.A.a 
1.R.2.A.b 
1.R.2.A.g 

●​ I can describe the characters, setting, and problem. 
●​ I can describe events (plot) in sequence (order). 
●​ I can describe the main idea of a story. 
●​ I can identify the main character. 
●​ I can explain the actions of the main character and the reasons for 

the actions. 
●​ I can identify who the narrator is. 
●​ I can compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of 

characters. 

1.R.2.B 
●​ I can notice rhythm, rhyme, and alliteration in words by listening for 

beats and sounds that are the same. 

1.R.2.C 

●​ I can identify characters and what they say when I read or watch a 
play. 

●​ I can notice and understand sensory details in stories by using my 
senses to imagine what is happening. 

1.R.3.A 
●​ I can use text features to explain factors or details. 
●​ I can distinguish when facts come from words or pictures. 
●​ I can use text features to locate information. 

1.R.3.B 
●​ I can tell the difference between fiction and nonfiction when I read. 
●​ I can find examples of sensory details in a story to help me understand 

it better. 

1.R.3.C ●​ I can identify main ideas. 
●​ I can provide supporting details for the main idea. 

1.R.4.A 

●​ I can tell with help why different kinds of media (like books, videos, or 
ads) are made. 

●​ I can notice with help the special ways media (like books, videos, or 
ads) try to share a message. 

1.L.1.A 
●​ I can produce simple sentences. 
●​ I can produce compound sentences. 
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1.SL.1.A 

●​ I can listen carefully and follow the rules when others are speaking. 
●​ I can listen carefully to others and add my ideas to the conversation. 
●​ I can listen for a purpose and respond to what others say. 
●​ I can follow two-step instructions. 

1.SL.2.A 
●​ I can practice and use good listening skills by following classroom rules 

when listening to others. 

1.SL.3.A 
●​ I can comprehend read-alouds. 
●​ I can comprehend media. 
●​ I can demonstrate speaking skills by retelling. 
●​ I can demonstrate speaking by asking appropriate questions. 

1.SL.4.A 

●​ I can explain a topic clearly, use my words correctly, and show my 
understanding with a picture, prop, or other visual. 

●​ I can recite a poem clearly, loudly, and correctly, by myself or with my 
classmates. 

●​ I can speak clearly and use complete sentences when I talk by myself 
or with a group, and I can change my volume so everyone can hear 
me. 
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Unit 3: Writing Foundations 
 

Unit Description: This unit focuses on developing strong foundational communication skills, both 
in speech and writing. Students will practice constructing complete sentences using proper 
grammar, including nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, pronouns, and conjunctions. 
They will work on producing clear and correctly punctuated written text with legible handwriting. The 
unit also emphasizes listening skills, following instructions, and actively participating in 
conversations. Students will learn to speak clearly, audibly, and to the point, whether presenting 
information, reciting poetry, or engaging in group discussions, or using visual aids when appropriate 
to enhance their presentations. 

Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Writers compose for a variety of audiences 

and purposes. 
●​ Writers create and share their writing. 
●​ Writers strengthen their craft through practice 

and the application of strategies throughout 
the writing process. 

 

Essential Questions: 
●​ How do writers develop independence and 

stamina when writing? 
●​ How do writers actively engage in 

collaborative conversations about writing? 
●​ How do writers make meaning from the 

spoken word? 
●​ How do writers share information for specific 

purposes? 

 

Unit 3 Standards 

STANDARD 
CODE STUDENTS WILL KNOW, BE ABLE TO, AND UNDERSTAND: 

1.L.1.A ●​ I can produce simple sentences. 
●​ I can produce compound sentences. 

1.L.1.B 
●​ I can use ending punctuation. 
●​ I can capitalize the first letter of others’ first and last names. 
●​ I can demonstrate the use of phonetics when spelling words. 

1.SL.1.A 

●​ I can listen carefully and follow the rules when others are speaking. 
●​ I can listen carefully to others and add my ideas to the conversation. 
●​ I can listen for a purpose and respond to what others say. 
●​ I can follow two-step instructions. 

1.SL.2.A 
●​ I can practice and use good listening skills by following classroom rules 

when listening to others. 

1.SL.3.A 
●​ I can comprehend read-alouds. 
●​ I can comprehend media. 
●​ I can demonstrate speaking skills by retelling. 
●​ I can demonstrate speaking by asking appropriate questions. 
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1.SL.4.A 

●​ I can explain a topic clearly, use my words correctly, and show my 
understanding with a picture, prop, or other visual. 

●​ I can recite a poem clearly, loudly, and correctly, by myself or with my 
classmates. 

●​ I can speak clearly and use complete sentences when I talk by myself or 
with a group, and I can change my volume so everyone can hear me. 
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Unit 4: Writing 

 
 

Unit Description: This unit focuses on developing strong writing, speaking, and listening skills. 
Students will learn to follow the writing process from brainstorming to publishing, staying on topic, 
and using conventions of grammar, punctuation, and spacing in both written and spoken forms. They 
will craft opinion pieces, informative texts, and narratives, applying research processes to gather and 
organize information. The unit also emphasizes effective communication, including clear and audible 
speech, active listening, and participation in group discussions. Students will practice presenting 
information clearly, using visual aids, and responding to feedback to strengthen their writing and 
presentations. 

Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Writers compose for a variety of audiences 

and purposes. 
●​ Writers create and share their writing. 
●​ Writers strengthen their craft through practice 

and the application of strategies throughout 
the writing process. 

●​ Listeners make meaning from the spoken 
word. 

●​ Speakers share information with a variety of 
audiences for specific purposes. 

●​ Writers and speakers use appropriate 
language to convey and enhance meaning. 

●​ Writers gather evidence from a variety of 
sources (texts, people, places) to answer 
questions. 

Essential Questions: 
●​ How do writers tell a narrative story? 
●​ How do writers inform their audience? 
●​ How do writers communicate their opinion? 
●​ How do writers develop independence and 

stamina? 
●​ How do writers actively engage in 

collaborative conversations about writing? 
●​ How do writers make meaning from the 

spoken word? 
●​ How do writers share information with a 

variety of audiences for specific purposes? 
●​ How do writers apply a research process? 

 
 

Unit 4 Standards 

STANDARD 
CODE STUDENTS WILL KNOW, BE ABLE TO, AND UNDERSTAND: 

1.W.1.A 
●​ I can brainstorm ideas. 
●​  I can record key ideas.  

1.W.1.B 

●​ I can write sentences to create a draft. 
●​ I can sequence ideas.  
●​ I can stay on topic. 
●​ I can show a simple opening. 
●​ I can show a simple closing. 

*priority standards indicated in bold 
First Grade English Language Arts - Page 9 

BOE Approved: 05/15/2025 
Patrons with questions about the course should contact curriculum@fhsdschools.org  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1nFt2JvJSylucIRSzFgzGPCMrcYNbqtDjfJLz3L_Nlpw/edit?gid=1816077800#gid=1816077800&range=156:156
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1nFt2JvJSylucIRSzFgzGPCMrcYNbqtDjfJLz3L_Nlpw/edit?gid=1816077800#gid=1816077800&range=157:158
mailto:curriculum@fhsdschools.org


1.W.1.C 

●​ I can respond to questions about prewriting. 
●​ I can respond to suggestions about prewriting. 
●​ I can clarify meaning by adding details to sentences. 
●​ I can strengthen my prewriting. 
●​ I can check for spacing between words and sentences. 
●​ I can edit for language,capitalization,punctuation, and commas in a 

series. 
●​ I can use phonemic awareness to spell words. 

1.W.1.D 
●​ I can use help from adults or friends and different tools (like pencils, 

computers, or tablets) to write and share my work. 

1.W.2.A 

●​ I can introduce a topic or text being studied. 
●​ I can state an opinion about the topic or text and provide a reason for 

the opinion. 
●​ I can use some specific words that are related to the topic . 
●​ I can follow a sense of order in writing. 
●​ I can provide some sense of closure. 

1.W.2.B 
●​ I can introduce a topic or text being studied and supply facts 
●​ I can use some specific words that are related to the topic 
●​ I can follow a sense of order in writing 
●​ I can create some sense of closure 

1.W.2.C 

●​ I can narrate a story or experience. 
●​ I can use details to describe the story or experience. 
●​ I can place events in the order they occurred. 
●​ I can use linking words to indicate beginning/middle/ end. 
●​ I can use words that are related to the topic. 
●​ I can provide a reaction to what happened in the events. 

1.W.3.A 

●​ I can identify a topic of interest. 
●​ I can generate a list of open-ended questions. 
●​ I can gather evidence. 
●​ I can organize information found during group or individual research using 

a graphic organizer.​ 

1.L.1.A ●​ I can produce simple sentences. 
●​ I can produce compound sentences. 

1.L.1.B 
●​ I can use ending punctuation. 
●​ I can capitalize the first letter of others’ first and last names. 
●​ I can demonstrate the use of phonetics when spelling words. 

1.SL.1.A 

●​ I can listen carefully and follow the rules when others are speaking. 
●​ I can listen carefully to others and add my ideas to the conversation. 
●​ I can listen for a purpose and respond to what others say. 
●​ I can follow two-step instructions. 
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1.SL.2.A 
●​ I can practice and use good listening skills by following classroom rules 

when listening to others. 

1.SL.3.A 
●​ I can comprehend read-alouds. 
●​ I can comprehend media. 
●​ I can demonstrate speaking skills by retelling. 
●​ I can demonstrate speaking by asking appropriate questions. 

1.SL.4.A 

●​ I can explain a topic clearly, use my words correctly, and show my 
understanding with a picture, prop, or other visual. 

●​ I can recite a poem clearly, loudly, and correctly, by myself or with my 
classmates. 

●​ I can speak clearly and use complete sentences when I talk by myself or 
with a group, and I can change my volume so everyone can hear me. 
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FHSD Priority Standard Number of times the standard is taught. 

1.RF.1.A.b ●​ 50 

1.RF..2.A.a/b/c/d/e ●​ 476 

1.RF.3.A.a/b/c/d ●​ 366 

1.R.1.A.c/d/e ●​ 183 

1.R.1.B.b/i ●​ 169 

1.R.2.A.a/b/e/f/g ●​ 421 

1.R.3.A.b/c ●​ 87 

1.R.3.C.b ●​ 148 

1.W.1.B.a/b ●​ 62 

1.W.1.C.a/b/c ●​ 65 

1.W.2.A.a/b/c/d/e ●​ 35 

1.W.2.B.a/b/c/d ●​ 74 

1.W.2.C.a/b/c/d/e/f ●​ 69 

1.L.1.A.g ●​ 211 

1.L.1.B.b/c/f ●​ 144 

1.SL.3.A.b/c ●​ 200 
​  
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