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Dear Kaneland Families, Staff, and Community Members, 

Welcome back! I hope each of you enjoyed a restful and joyous holiday season with friends and 
loved ones. As we begin the second half of the 2025-2026 school year, I am filled with immense 
pride as I reflect on what we have accomplished together so far. 

Our collective commitment to excellence is yielding tangible results, and I am honored to share 
several key milestones from the first semester that demonstrate the strength of our district. 

Celebrating Academic Excellence 

We recently received our results from the Illinois State Report Card, and the news is 
exceptional. These designations are a testament to the hard work of our students and the 
dedication of our world-class educators: 

 

Metric Kaneland District 302 
Score 

Illinois State Average 

ELA Proficiency 62.0% Proficient 52.4% Proficient 

Math Proficiency 44.8% Proficient 38.4% Proficient 

Science Proficiency 54.8% Proficient 44.6% Proficient 

 

●​ Exemplary Designation: John Stewart Elementary, John Shields Elementary, and 
Blackberry Creek Elementary - earned the state’s highest possible rating, placing them 
in the top 10% of schools statewide. 

●​ Commendable Designation: McDole Elementary, Harter Middle School, and 
Kaneland High School - all achieved this high-performing status. 



To support continued classroom growth, we successfully launched Imagine IM, our new math 
curriculum designed to foster stronger problem-solving and mathematical thinking across the 
district. 

Enhancing the High School Experience 

Kaneland High School continues to evolve to meet the needs of our students. We recently 
announced a significant expansion of academic programming, which includes: 

●​ Weighted Grading Expansion: We have extended our weighted grading policy to 
include Honors courses, recognizing students for taking on rigorous academic 
challenges. 

●​ New Course Offerings: We are adding new, high-level courses to our catalog to better 
prepare our students for the demands of college and future careers. 

Recognizing Our "Knights" 

Culture and community remain at the heart of Kaneland. This fall, we launched the Knights of 
Excellence Recognition Program. This initiative allows us to shine a light on the staff who go 
above and beyond to embody our district's values. 

The response has been inspiring: so far, we have recognized 68 deserving recipients across the 
district. From dedicated educators to vital support staff, these "Knights" represent the very best 
of Kaneland, and we look forward to celebrating even more of our team members as the year 
progresses. 

The Road Ahead: 2026 and Beyond 

As we look toward the spring, we have several exciting initiatives on the horizon: 

●​ Referendum Projects: Following extensive feedback from our community stakeholder 
groups, I am thrilled to announce that construction on our referendum-funded projects 
will begin this year. These improvements are vital to maintaining safe, modern, and 
efficient learning environments for our children. 

●​ Spread the Love Food Drive: In February, we will launch the Kaneland Spread the 
Love Food Drive. I encourage all of our families to participate as we work together to 
support our neighbors and model the spirit of service for our students. 

Thank you for your continued partnership and for making Kaneland such a special place to learn 
and grow. Let’s make the second half of this year our best one yet. 

Go Knights! 

Dr. Kurt Rohlwing, Superintendent, Kaneland School District #302 
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