
******** Junior Raider Reporter ********
Welcome to the Early Childhood Center! 2025-2026

Mrs. Heidi Donaldson
Principal 

(810) 591-2327
heidi.donaldson@flushingschools.org
Feel free to contact me at anytime!

“Spread a little Sparkle wherever you go!” 

Hello Junior Raider Families,

Happy New Year! We are looking forward to a wonderful 
kick off to 2026. We have many fun events planned and exciting 
curriculum to dive into each and every day. 

As we continue with the winter weather, please 
remember to have students dressed for the outdoor elements. If 
at anytime you find your family in need of winter clothing, please 
contact us. Practicing the process of putting on winter gear 
independently is important for students to get the most of their 
recess time. We will be going outdoors for recess each day, as 
long as the windchill is above zero. 

On inclement weather days we will be housing our 
parent pick up students just inside the doors to keep them out of 
the weather. As you pull up we will be calling them out at a 
steady pace to keep the flow of our drive through line. Thank you 
to each and every one of you for allowing us to keep this process 
efficient and safe. Bus students will also wait inside the doors 
until their bus arrives on these bad weather days. 

Lastly, many children are now wearing boots to school, 
Please send a pair of tennis shoes in their backpack or leave a 
pair in their locker to ensure your student can participate in 
gym class easily and effectively. 

From our ECC family to yours, we are wishing you a 
healthy, positive, and fulfilling new year! Please don't hesitate to 
contact us if you have any questions. 

Thank you kindly, Heidi Donaldson 
           “It’s a Good Day, to have a Good Day!”
 

Preparing Learners Today for Opportunities Tomorrow
Vision:

● To provide a caring, safe, and orderly school community that promotes positive citizenship.
● To provide a relevant, meaningful, and engaging educational experience for all students.
● To support individuals in attaining their greatest potential.
● To strive for continuous improvement.

Breakfast and Lunch -  Access menus - nutrition at 
www.flushingschools.org (810) 591-2791
Latchkey Contact -(810) 591-1297
Preschool Contact - (810) 591- 2326
Transportation - (810) 591-2785
Home-School Coordinator Mrs. Thuma - (810) 591-2331

Upcoming Events: 

● 1/6 - PTO Meeting 6 pm @ the ECC 
● 1/19 - No School
● 1/20 - Color word “gray” day - wear gray
● 1/20 - iReady testing begins 
● 1/21 - Early Dismissal - parent pick up begins at 

1:15 pm
● 1/29 & 1/30 - PTO sponsored foam block event 

during school
● February - 100th day will occur the week of the 

3rd.
● 2/3 - PTO Meeting 6 pm @ the ECC
● 2/10 - Color word “pink” day - wear pink
● 2/13 - Valentine Parties - more info to follow - 

half day parent pick up will begin at 11:40.
●    2/18 - Early Dismissal - parent pick up

                begins at 1:15 pm   
                2/24 - Color word “white” day - wear white

2/27 - End of second trimester
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From our Homeschool Coordinator - Mrs. Thuma: To promote positivity and happiness in our school we discuss the following ideas with your children -  Be Safe, Be 
Respectful, Be Responsible.This month we focused on compassion. Please ask your student to tell you how they can show compassion for someone having uncomfortable feelings. PPSC 
Team: We have been enjoying some snowy weather on the playground as well. Students were delighted with the snow on the ground and on the playground equipment. We teach them to 
save the snowball fights for home and encourage them to play in safer ways. We have also been teaching them how to put on winter gear. Our data shows that unstructured areas 
sometimes need reminders to be safe, respectful, and responsible. Please take a moment to talk to your child about being safe in the snow and have them practice putting on their winter 
gear. 

From our ECC PTO:  We hope everyone had a great holiday break! 
December was filled with many fun events. PTO provided bells for Polar 
Express Day and candy canes for Santa's visit. The ECC staff was 
celebrated with a coffee bar! Please join us on January 6th, 6-7 pm at the 
ECC to help make this a great year for our students! BOXTOPS - download 
the app and choose Flushing Early Childhood Center. Then scan those 
receipts! Follow us on Facebook for more details - Flushing Early 
Childhood Center PTO!

From the desk of Ms. Katelyn, Building Secretary:

Hello ECC Families and Happy New Year! Here are just a few 

reminders:

If you plan to sign your student out early, it is always helpful 

to let us know ahead of time. Knowing ahead of time allows 

students to prepare to go home and for us to find available 

staff to get them to the office in a timely manner.

During the day, teachers may be unavailable, so for any 

time-sensitive information that needs to be shared with the 

teacher, contact me either via phone or email and I will be 

sure to help.

Letters will once again be going home with students soon 

reminding you of any outstanding registration documents 

that we may still need for your student’s file. It is extremely 

important that all requested information be turned in as 

soon as possible.                                                                   

Phone: 810-591-2326                                                             

Email: Katelyn.Torrey@flushingschools.org             

Attendance: ECCAttendance@flushingschools.org

2 + 1 Adult/Child Preschool Information :      

A 12 week program with plenty of activities geared towards getting ready for preschool.                                                  
This class is attended by toddler and parent or another adult caregiver.                                                                                
It’s a great way to become familiarized with the Early Childhood Center (ECC), preschool classroom and 
preschool staff. Activities include, singing, dancing, arts and crafts, and story time. All which help to improve 
fine and gross motor skills, sensory awareness and social development.

Contact katelyn.torrey@flushingschools.org for enrollment and any questions.

New Session Coming in the New Year on January 29th/30th -                
Save your spot now!  $150 per session          

Thursday Evenings: 6-7 pm or Friday afternoons: 1-2 pm

From our Behavior Paraprofessionals - Mrs. Burgess and 
Mrs. Bueche:  With the new year here, we would like to take a 

minute to highlight mindfulness and books you can use to focus 

on being more mindful. Here are a few titles that we think you 

may enjoy reading with your families.

1. Breathing Makes it Better by Christopher Willard 

and Wendy O'Leary

2. When Sophie Gets Angry- Really, Really Angry by 

Molly Bang

3. The Boy With the Big, Big Feelings by Britney Winn 

Lee

4. Be You by Peter H. Reynolds

5. I Am Peace, A Book of Mindfulness by Susan Verde

6. Mindful Monkey, Happy Panda by Lauren Alderfer

7. What Does it Mean to be Present? by Rana Diorio

8. I Am Enough by Grace Byers
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From our District Math Interventionist Christy Suski: January is here and wintertime can be a perfect opportunity to get outdoors with your children and PLAY in the snow! Children will find all sorts of ways 
to use their natural creativity and vivid imagination to explore the outdoors.  To incorporate some fun with math, build a snowman together and count the additions to your creation as you go or play a simple game 
of Snowball Smash!The activity is simple:  make a stack of snowballs and place them on the ground.  Start the snowball math games by counting one group of snowballs, and then beside that group, count out 
another. In kindergarten, we are working up to 10, so make the piles of 2-5 snowballs each!  Have your child add the two groups together by counting each snowball as they crush it with their foot. You can also 
practice subtraction by placing one group of snowballs on the ground and asking your child to subtract a smaller number of snowballs than they see. They can subtract the snowballs by crushing them with their 
foot, leaving the remainder of the snowballs to find the answer. When you're ready to go back inside, make some warm hot chocolate together and don't forget to COUNT the marshmallows as you add them to your 
cup!

Happy New Year! 
Please take a moment to spread some 

cheer to our ECC staff! 

Notes from the Nurse, Mrs. Thomas:

As we enter cold and flu season, we wanted to 
give you a few friendly reminders on how to help 
your child(ren) stay healthy and prevent the spread 
of illnesses in our school. Please review the 
following healthy habits with your child(ren):

Ensure they are getting plenty of rest, eating 
nutritious foods and drinking lots of fluids. Avoid 
sharing food or drinking/eating from the same cups 
and utensils as others. When coughing or 
sneezing cover the nose and mouth with a bent 
elbow or into a tissue. Practice frequent hand 
washing with soap and water as this is one of the 
BEST ways to prevent the spread of germs.

Please do not send your child to school if he/she has 
had a fever, vomiting or diarrhea in the last 24hrs. Please 
contact the school nurse at 810-591-2317 if you have any 
health-related questions or concerns

Hello ECC families!

As we enter Winter at the ECC, here in the Art room, we will soon be 
focusing our artistic attention on our Spring Art Show, which will take 
place in May! While that is still some time away, during this time, we like to 
replenish the art program with supplies necessary for our future 
projects. Although there is no obligation, donations are greatly 
appreciated!                                                                                     
Thank you for your continued support!  -Mr. Korth

Winter/Spring Art Supplies

Glue sticks

Crayola markers*

Play-Doh*

Tissue

Clorox wipes

From our ECC Reading Interventionist Mrs. Dunigan:  

WHAT IS PHONEMIC AWARENESS? Phonemic awareness is the ability to manipulate individual sounds in our 
language. (Think: taking the word cat and being able to say the sounds c-a-t.)  

What activities can I do at home with my child?
To build your child’s phonetic awareness, play with sounds!  
Examples:

1. Say the sounds in a simple word (mat, cop, mom, etc) and ask them to put the sounds together to tell you 
the word.

2. Do the reverse!  Tell your child a word, and ask them to give you the sounds.
3. If your child is struggling to do this out loud, use blocks, chips, coins, etc. to represent each sound.  Have 

them touch a block for each sound in the word.
Why does it matter?   Phonemic awareness and letter-sound knowledge are the two biggest indicators of how well 
a child will learn to read in the first two years of school. 



Computer Lab:

Students will begin the second session of i-ready assessments this month. To help prepare your child for the 
i-Ready Diagnostic, encourage them to:

● Get a good night’s sleep and eat a full breakfast the day of the assessment
● Try their best on each question and not rush. (This is very important!)
● Don’t worry about answers they don’t know. Try their best and move on.
●  Remind your child that it is perfectly OK to get some of the answers incorrect. 

It will also be very important that your child arrives on time for the school day.

RAIDER READERS:

Students are trying to earn a stuffy day in the library. Anytime the whole class returns their books, we get to 
use stuffies in the library. Please help your student(s) remember to turn in their books. Library days are 
Monday/Tuesday. 

Restorative Team: 
A Grandfather was talking to his 
grandson. 
“A fight is going on inside me,” he tells 
the boy.
It is a terrible fight between two wolves.
One wolf is evil and ugly.
He is anger, envy, war, greed, self-pity, 
sorrow, regret, guilt, resentment, 
inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, 
selfishness, and arrogance.
The other wolf is beautiful and good: he 
is friendly, joyful, peaceful, loving, 
hopeful, serene, humble, kind, just, and 
compassionate.
The same fight is going on inside of you 
and inside every human being.
“But Grandfather!” cries the grandson, 
“which wolf will win?”
The elder looked at his grandson, “The 
one you feed.”


