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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL  
Greetings Mitchell Families, 
 
Happy New Year, 2026! I hope your family enjoyed a wonderful Winter Break and that our students are ready to return 
to school.  We are kicking off the year with our January 20-Day Winter Attendance Challenge!  Getting back into a 
routine can sometimes be a struggle and attendance is such a key factor in ensuring that our students don’t fall 
behind in their academics or miss out on school events. We want our students to start the second semester strong and 
ready to be engaged in learning.   
 
To set our students up for success, we will be reviewing campus and classroom expectations in the first week of 
school.  Our 3Bs (Be Safe, Be Respectful, and Be Responsible) are our overarching principles while gradually teaching 
our students to strive to be Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators, Principled, Open-Minded, Caring, 
Risk Takers, Balanced, and Reflective (IB Learner Profile Traits). This month, our students will also begin the STAR 
diagnostic assessment in their Math and Language and Literature class.  Please encourage your students to do their 
best. Like always, thank you for your support.​
 

●​ Our IB Learner Trait for January is Open-Minded: We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal 
histories, as well as the values and traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a range of points of view, and we 
are willing to grow from the experience. 

 
The Winter Attendance Challenge is Here! ❄️ 
As the weather cools, we’re turning up the heat on attendance! We’re excited to kick off our Winter Attendance 
Challenge, encouraging all students to show up and be on time because that’s The Marauder Way! This season, 
students can shine in two categories: 
 

●​ Most Improved Attendance 
This category recognizes students who have shown noticeable growth in their attendance. Even if a student 
has had a few LTEs or some excused absences, we’re celebrating those who are making a real effort to turn 
things around and show consistent improvement. 

 
●​ Excellent Attendance (Consistently On Time!) 

 



 
This category highlights students who are here every day and on time to each class. Their reliability and 
commitment set a strong example for our school community. 
 

Students who stand out in either category will be entered into a raffle for awesome winter prizes, including a Dutch 
Bros tumbler with hot chocolate and cozy winter-themed gift baskets. It’s simple: bundle up, show up, and finish the 
season strong! Thank you for supporting your student’s success and good luck to all our Marauders!   
 
After School Academic Help 
We will begin After School Academic Help the week of January 12th. 
 
Families of 8th Grade Students - Upcoming Dates/Events 

●​ Tuesday, January 6 - CHS Counselors visit to meet with 8th grade students 
●​ Tuesday, January 6 - Distribution of The Rink Field Trip Permission Slip Form 
●​ Tuesday, January 13 - Field Trip to CHS 
●​ Tuesday, January 14 - The Rink Permission Slip Forms Due (note: there is an eligibility criteria to attend) 
●​ Thursday, January 15 - CHS Freshman Parent Night 
●​ Thursday, January 20 - CHS Counselors return to register 8th grade students 
●​ Tuesday, February 3 - Field Trip to The Rink 

 
FCUSD Parent Summit - Saturday, February 7th 

 _Parent Summit February, 7th  2026 English Only.pdf
 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR ATTENDANCE TEAM 
When is it Okay for my Child to Stay Home​
 It’s important to stay home when your child is truly sick. Keep your child home if they have: 
 

●​ A fever of 100.4°F or higher (wait 24 hours after it’s gone with no medicine) 
●​ Vomiting or diarrhea in the past 24 hours 
●​ A contagious illness like strep throat, pink eye, or COVID-19​

 
If your child just has a mild cough, runny nose, or feels a little tired, it’s usually okay to send them to school. They can 
always visit the nurse if they need a break. 
 
Reporting an Absence 
To report an absence, click here: Report an Absence 
 
SCHEDULE THIS WEEK 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nD3fdfnDVgjErmk10XXEZzQEZF-_ZzqH/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1chD3Q-jyQJsMveh6OirVLXhZuLDL_MT-P31hxrcNE6M/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1chD3Q-jyQJsMveh6OirVLXhZuLDL_MT-P31hxrcNE6M/viewform?edit_requested=true


 
●​ Monday, January 5: Drive-Thru Coffee with the Principal, Boys Soccer Tryouts, Girls Basketball Tryouts 
●​ Tuesday, January 6: CHS Counselors 8th Grade Visit, Boys Soccer Tryouts, Girls Basketball Tryouts 
●​ Thursday, January 8: SAB Meeting 

LOOKING AHEAD 
●​ Tuesday, January 13: CHS 8th Grade Field Trip 
●​ Thursday, January 15: CHS 8th Grade Parent Night, ELAC Meeting 
●​ Monday, January 19: Martin Luther King Jr. Day  - No Instruction 
●​ Tuesday, January 20: CHS Counselors 8th Grade Visit, Winter Band Concert 
●​ Wednesday, January 21: Winter Orchestra Concert 
●​ Thursday, January 22: Second Club Rush 
●​ Friday, January 23: Robotics Competition, Grade Level Color War, Planet Earth Field Trip 
●​ Friday, January 30: Club Food Fair, Int Drama Field Trip 
●​ February 2 - February 6: Kindness Week 
●​ Tuesday, February 3: The Rink Field Trip 
●​ Friday, February 6: Marauder Mile 
●​ Saturday, February 7: Volleyball Club Field Trip 
●​ Thursday, February 12: ELAC Meeting, SAB Meeting, PTSO Crumbl Fundraiser 
●​ Friday, February 13: Valentine’s Dance 
●​ February 16 - February 17: President’s Day/Lincoln  - No Instruction 
●​ February 18 - February 20: February Break - No Instruction 
●​ Wednesday, February 25: School Site Council 

In partnership, 
Sandra Garcia, Ed.D. 

Principal, Mitchell Middle School 
 

Happy New Year! 

 


