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‭New Parent Checklist‬

‭Welcome to the Saratoga Union School District!‬
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‭https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87130751567‬
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‭Have a great school year!‬
‭We look forward to teaching your child(ren)!‬

‭Questions? Contact the SUSD District Office at (408) 867-3424.‬
‭www.saratogausd.org‬

https://www.saratogausd.org/families/enrollment-registrar
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‭What if my child needs medication while at school?‬
‭Medical‬‭release‬‭forms‬‭are‬‭required‬‭for‬‭your‬‭student‬‭to‬‭take‬‭any‬‭over-the-counter‬‭or‬‭prescription‬
‭medicine‬‭at‬‭school.‬‭All‬‭medicines‬‭are‬‭administered‬‭in‬‭the‬‭school‬‭office.‬‭Medical‬‭Release‬‭forms‬‭are‬
‭available in your school office and online at‬
‭saratogausd.org/families/health-wellness/students-medical-forms‬

‭How can I help in my child’s classroom or at the school?‬
‭We love our parent volunteers! You may sign up to help with school/classroom activities at your school’s‬
‭start-of-school events and at Back To School Night.‬‭For the safety of our students, all volunteers must‬
‭be authorized‬‭via fingerprinting background check‬‭and TB risk assessment. Visit‬
‭saratogausd.org/families/volunteering-in-our-district‬‭to download the volunteer clearance packet.‬
‭Fingerprinting events may be held at your school once school is underway. Once cleared, you do not need‬
‭to go through the clearance process again as long as your child is continuously enrolled in SUSD. TB tests‬
‭for volunteers need to be renewed every four years.‬

‭Is there a lunch program available?‬
‭Hot lunches are available daily in the school cafeteria for free. Children are welcome to bring a bagged‬
‭lunch or lunch box as well. Visit www.saratogausd.org/lunch for more information.‬

‭What are SEF and PTA?‬
‭SEF and PTA are parent organizations which work hand in hand with the school district to provide a well‬
‭rounded and enriched education for our students.‬

‭SEF is the Saratoga Education Foundation. Through parent donations, SEF funds Art, Library, Music,‬
‭Physical Education, Technology and Innovation, and Science programs in K-5, as well as Library/Media,‬
‭Technology/STEM, and Art in grades 6-8. As difficult as it may be to believe, each and every school year‬
‭there is inadequate state funding for California schools (including the Saratoga Union School District) for‬
‭programs like music, art, computer instruction, library, PE and science programs. SEF is a registered non‬
‭profit, volunteer run organization, and was founded in 1982. Visit‬‭sef-ca.org‬‭.‬

‭PTA is the Parent Teacher Association. Each school site has its own PTA organization. PTA helps‬
‭coordinate school events and volunteerism throughout the year, as well as raise funds for‬
‭activities, events, and school supplies and materials.‬

‭In summary, your SEF donation funds programs and teachers in SUSD that benefit all students. Your PTA‬
‭donation funds materials and events for your school.‬

‭What school supplies do you recommend that I purchase?‬

‭● ‭Child-friendly backpack large enough to hold papers‬‭and a story book.
‭● ‭Lunch bag if your child plans to bring lunch from‬‭home.
‭● ‭School supplies: Your school PTA and/or school site‬‭provide funds for teachers to purchase some

‭of the school supplies needed for the year. However, some additional classroom supplies may be
‭requested by your teacher at the start of school, on their teacher website, or at Back to School‬
‭Night (varies by school).‬‭Thank you to our generous PTA parent donors!‬

‭When do the school sites open if I have a question over the summer?‬
‭The school sites do not open until early August. Teachers do not return until mid-August and will be busy‬
‭with staff meetings and getting their classrooms ready for your child! The district office is open through‬
‭most of the summer if you have questions. Please visit our website‬‭saratogausd.org/contact-us-new‬‭for‬
‭office hours.‬




