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We develop students to become the best versions of themselves, so they can transform the world.

Superintendents’ Message

"Tis the season to Be a Dolphin! S

We are incredibly proud to celebrate our school system earning straight A’s on the 2025 State Report Card for the
third year in a row! Congratulations to our outstanding Teachers and Staff Members of the Year who were
showcased this month.

As we wrap up the first semester and embrace the season of giving, we would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to
our students, employees, parents, and community members who help make our school system exceptional. A special
shout-out goes to our parents who completed the Cognia Surveys in support of our upcoming accreditation.

GSCS is proud of the many accomplishments and awards earned by our students and employees throughout Semester
1, and we look forward to building on this success in the year ahead.

We hope you and your family had a Happy Holiday, and we are excited for all that 2026 will bring to our district.
School will resume on Tuesday, January 6th.

Let’s MakeWaves in the New Year!

Dr. Matt Akin - Superintendent makin@gsboe.org
Dr. Stephanie Harrison - Assistant Superintendent sharrison@gsboe.org
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HIGH SCHOOL VIRTUAL
ACADEMY Teaching &

Learning
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Meet Our Student WaveMakers of the Month

Elementary School

Grade:
Area of Recognition:
I'm a WaveMaker because...

Middle School

Grade:
Area of Recognition:
I'm a WaveMaker because...

Autumn Brandon
11th Grade
Leadership /Marching Band/Color Guard

| am honored to nominate Autumn Brandon, Color Guard Captain, for Gulf Shores City Schools'

Wave Maker of the Month. Autumn is a leader of the highest caliber, selfless, forward-thinking,

and deeply compassionate. She leads by example in every rehearsal and performance, inspiring her fellow
students with her work ethic, positivity, and genuine care for others. Autumn consistently puts the needs of others
before her own, stepping in to help, encourage, and guide without ever being asked. Her ability to balance high
expectations with kindness has created a supportive environment where everyone feels valued and motivated to
succeed. Autumn’s leadership embodies what it means to be a Wave Maker, and our program is better every

day because of her.

~Nominated by William Mixon (Fine Arts)~

What is a WaveMaker? Someone who incites action or activity.
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Health & Wellness

GSHS JV & Varsity Girls Basketball Teams loved getting
to participate in the Walking Bus with our GSES

students! A huge shout out for visiting Meyer Park this
morning for dribbles and baskets with the walkers!
What a fun way to start this day!

Arts Education

Congrats to the GSMS choir on their winter
holiday performance!! So much talent at GSMS!!

DECEMBER 2025

Athletics

7th grade Basketball Boys baby dolphins are
now 13-1 on the season!
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Teaching & Learning
Stir Fry Lab at GSHS with Madsen’s Class!
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Elementary School Middle School

Congratulations to the five GSMS art students who were
Mrs. Terrell’s 5th graders at GSES are learning about selected for publication in the national art contest
earth’s rotation by tracing shadow movement! Celebrating Art! This year’s publication is especially
meaningful, as it marks the final edition of the contest due
to the retirement of its founder. Being chosen for this last
publication is a truly special and prestigious honor.

High School Virtual Academy

Mrs. Fleming’s Environmental Science students and Mrs.
Hamilton’s Honors Biology students are continuing to learn
about how our Gulf Coast environment impacts the survival of
Monarch butterflies. Students planted native milkweed, the
essential host plant for monarch caterpillars. With care and a
little patience, these plants should be ready by spring—just in
time to welcome the monarchs on their migration!

We’re proud of our students for taking action and supporting
this beautiful and important species.

The Christmas party was a blast!

Students kicked things off with a fun writing activity,
enjoyed a tasty treat, and wrapped it up by
decorating their very own gingerbread houses. So
much holiday cheer!

Connect With Us! Stay informed on what'’s happening with Gulf Shores City Schools!

District/Schools Websites - Facebook - X - Instagram - You Tube - GSCS Mobile App



https://www.gsboe.org/
https://www.facebook.com/gulfshorescityschools
https://x.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=/GulfShoresBOE
https://www.instagram.com/gscityschools/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDETtsEE8aqP-fapD747BAQ
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Huge thank you to our most recent partner joining Hyper Wave @collinsaerospace One of the greatest
components of FIRSTRobotics is the connections we make with our local industry! Making waves as a
community!! @gscityschools @gulfshoreshs @firstinalabama

Congratulations to our
newly Certified Patient
Care Technicians at
GSHS!
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Hamilton’s Honors Biology students dove into the genetics of taste this week using gel electrophoresis! We
kicked things off with the “art of operating,” where students practiced precision pipetting by creating colorful
works of art using fixed volumes of food coloring in water. With those skills mastered, students loaded their
unknown DNA samples and analyzed their gels to uncover the genetic patterns behind a family's ability to taste
certain compounds. Science, creativity, and discovery all in one lesson — and these students absolutely crushed

Our 7th graders took to the skies! As part of our new Flight & Space class,

Mrs. Coker’s students hopped into the Redbird in-class flight simulators for

their first hands-on flying lesson. They explores lift, thrust, drag, and weight

from the pilot’s seat - and their excitement was sky-high!We’re so proud of

their curiosity and confidence as they learned to navigate the skies above
Gulf Shores!
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GSCS Superintendent Dr. Akin is pictured with Pre-K
teachers who are greeting their students on this

rainy, Pajama Day morning. The GSMS art students made Christmas cards
for the residents of the Haven.

Mrs. Phillips and Ms. Weekley at GSES took the Student
Lighthouse Team and K-Kids to Live Oak Village for
caroling this holiday season!




ISSUE 12 DECEMBER 2025

Our GSMS kids got to go
shopping with Gulf Shores

Police Department on
Friday!

Dolphins Smile had an excellent field
trip today that provided meaningful,
real-world learning experiences for
our students. We had the opportunity
to visit Beach Girl Coffee, where we
are fortunate to support them with
their laundry needs, and we
appreciated the chance to spend time
on-site. We also visited Gulf Shores
International Airport, where staff

~———

graciously provided an engaging and
informative tour for our students. i o
We concluded the day by ordering g&-{&ﬁéﬂg&gﬁ
food at McDonald’s, which Jack eoWARESEEES
thoughtfully provided a braille menu

so one of our students could
independently place their order.
Overall, these community-based
experiences strengthened real-world
connections to the classroom skills
we have been developing, including
recognizing community signs,
ordering from a menu, money
management, and social skills.

We are extremely grateful for the
continued support of our local
community partners, whose
generosity and willingness to engage
with our students made this trip
possible.
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Fly to Alabama’s Beaches
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For the 3rd year all of the first grade classes at GSES planned an Outreach. This year's was entitled "The Gift of
Friendship". We gathered supplies, necessities, and goodies for Sea Grass Nursing Home and Haven Memory Care.
There are still a few donations rolling in, but this morning we had 100 pocket kleenex, 30 chapsticks, 12 pair of cozy
socks, several Ibs of soft peppermint candies, 50 hand sanitizers, 50+ personal care items, and 50 games, word
searches, crossword books, etc. At GSES we are not just teaching academics, we are raising leaders!
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State Park crossing duty for walkers is not for the These greeters at GSES were likely cold in the
faint of heart on these very cold mornings! Ms. 28 degree weather but you’d never know by
Dalton at GSES is bundled up for the occasion! their smiles!

What to do on a rainy Sunday afternoon at GSHS
you ask! How about an AP Precalculus Mock Exam!
Mrs. Jones’s students came on a Sunday to take
their mock. Now that is dedication.
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Paws-ing by to wish everyone a Happy Holidays!
Phin, our school comfort dog, hopes your break is filled with peace, joy, and lots of warm moments.
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Mrs. Freda from Southern Palms kindly visited our art classes to guide students in creating beautiful ornaments.
These handmade pieces were used to decorate a tree for the Merry Memories Tinsel Trail, a meaningful event that
supports the Garner C. Tampary Memorial Foundation. Because Garner was one of my former students, this cause
is especially close to my heart, and | am truly thankful that our students were able to take part in such a special
project. The Merry Memories Tinsel Trail is on display at the Coastal Arts Center in Orange Beach. To learn more
about the Garner C. Tampary Memorial Foundation, please visit https:/www.lessonz.org/ https:/
www.gulfshoresnews.com/ornaments-of-hope-how-a...

Southern Palms Décor in Collaboration
with Gulf Shores Middle School Art Classes



https://www.lessonz.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExMHFYWEV3dnZCalpmVmk2UHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5U7aMWR01QX3AC3Jd4GuXqFsLGymKFFDi__03kzgYTyaxSsuH5Sir8ERAEgw_aem__MCdnrmvlk2KUflqI5RdWg
https://www.gulfshoresnews.com/ornaments-of-hope-how-a-community-turns-grief-into-giving?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExMHFYWEV3dnZCalpmVmk2UHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7k6u_zUp2HMTARPjKrl8rVxsxWGk6z1IfkYdecbgXLZFBgGMr-v22dCM8C1w_aem_zVZVuqM30AdhBkJBv4-9Zw
https://www.gulfshoresnews.com/ornaments-of-hope-how-a-community-turns-grief-into-giving?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExMHFYWEV3dnZCalpmVmk2UHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7k6u_zUp2HMTARPjKrl8rVxsxWGk6z1IfkYdecbgXLZFBgGMr-v22dCM8C1w_aem_zVZVuqM30AdhBkJBv4-9Zw
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HELP FILL THE NEED
Dinate blrd ( @ tme

BLOOD DRIVE
Gulf Shores Middle School

January 5™, 2026
8am - 2pm
450 East 15™ Avenue
Gulf Shores, AL 36542

For an appointment, please visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter sponsor code GSMS, call 1-
800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or scan the QR code below.
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All who come to give Jan. 1-25 will automatically be entered for a chance to win a trip for 2 to

Super Bowl LX in Santa Clara! Includes travel, hotel, $1,000 gift card, pregame activities &
more! Terms apply; visit RedCrossBlood.org/SuperBowl

Bring your Red Cross Donor Card or Photo ID.
Walk-Ins are welcome, appointments honored first!

Schedule your appointment today!

1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App
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Tuesday Tour at Gulf Shores High School in
January

Start the new year with the Tuesday Tour at Gulf Shores High
School on Tuesday, January 20!

Gulf Shores City Schools is excited to offer community members,
parents, and stakeholders the opportunity to tour our schools and see
the wonderful things happening in our classrooms.

Our Tuesday Tour will take place on Tuesday, January 20, from
9:00-10:30 a.m. at Gulf Shores High School. Visitors will have the
opportunity to step inside classrooms and experience firsthand the
culture, innovation, and learning that define Gulf Shores City Schools.
To sign up, click on the following link below:

Take The Tuesday Tou



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1LdTKb_ICCrv5PBPofkGMyM1xOScsRqzKNx2a9rn93Wk/preview

ISSUE 12 DECEMBER 2025

3rd Grade Parents

Literacy Act Review

Gulf Shores Elementary School will host two informational

sessions on January 7, 2026 to review the Literacy Act with

any interested 3" grade parents. Space is limited, and we

can only accommodate the first 50 participants for each
session. Please sign up for either the 8:30 am morning

session or the 4:00 pm afternoon session. Please review the
available slots using the QR code below. The sessions will be
recorded and shared out at a later date for those that
cannot attend.

Thank you!
[=] ey [m]
= .
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Sustainability Club at GSMS celebrated winter break with some tree top fun! Thank you to the Gulf Coast Center for
Ecotourism & Sustainability for hosting such a wonderful time on the ropes course for our kids!
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A proud moment at Gulf Shores High! One of our graduates returned today to share his experience with Passages
USA and inspire current students with his college journey. Big thanks to Clawson Diehl for giving back and

motivating the next wave of Dolphins!

FCCLA got into the holiday spirit this Wednesday at Christmas in the park, offering free face painting, Christmas
tattoos, and reindeer food. Thanks for participating!

Shoutout to Our Amazing Gulf Shores City Schools Bus
Drivers! Our buses just received an OUTSTANDING state
inspection with ZERO major mechanical violations, all
thanks to the exceptional attention to detail of our
drivers! Every day, they ensure students ride safely,
report any issues promptly, and go above and beyond to
make each route smooth. Huge thanks to our mechanic
for keeping buses in top shape all year, and to our
Superintendent’s office and the School Board for
providing the tools and support that make it all possible.
Bus drivers, you make safety and excellence look easy.
We appreciate you!
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Thank you to everyone who donated to our K-Kids' Annual Pajama Drive, which we partner
with Scholastic for every year. With your help, we were able to collect 104 pairs of pajamas,
doubling our goal for the year! Scholastic will also donate a book with every pair of pajamas.




ISSUE 12 DECEMBER 2025

GSPD Sergeant Lambert is so appreciated by GSMS choir members did an amazing job helping
Meyer Park walking families...and the kids love bring the Christmas spirit to Gulf Shores at the City
the high fives! of Gulf Shores Christmas Tree Lighting!

Gulf Shores Middle School Band delivered an outstanding performance at last night’s Winter Concert! From the

opening note to the final song, our students showcased incredible talent, hard work, and holiday spirit.
A huge thank-you to our band directors for their leadership and to our families and community members who came

out to support our young musicians.
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Download the GS Athletics app today. Search Gulf Shores Athletics in the

App Store or Google Play.

DON'T MISS ANOTHER SCORE, SET, GOAL OR RUN!

The Gulf Shores Athletics App is the best source for the latest news, schedules,
scores and rosters. Follow every team and club in one mobile app!

START USING THE GULF SHORES ATHLETICS APP TODAY!

STEP L STEP 2
Download the app by visiting the Apple or Google Sign in with your 10-digit mobile number for login
Play app store and search "Gulf Shores Athletics' code to access the app...only have to do this once!

Gulf Shores
Athiatics

ULF [SHORg -
' ¢ ‘

E ATMLETICS
'@. 1134567850

-

E SN oG o

[ e

(e

STEP 3: STEP 4&:

Browse through NEWS, TEAMS and the Tap on teams to view their NEWS, SCHEDULE,
SCHEDULE. Click on TEAMS and scroll through the SCORES and ROSTER. Select the bell in the top
list. Tap on the bell icon to follow a team right corner to manage notifications

c,uLFSHORES

| MHREIWAVES L
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Gulf Shores City Schools celebrated nine new National Board Certified Teachers, and we couldn’t be more proud!
Congratulations to our newest NBCTs:

GSHS: Wendy Jones, Tera Cagle

GSMS: Roger Reetz, Martha Morales

GSES: Lindsay Grant, Lindsay Scogin, Megan Rogers, Mary Margaret Phillips, Sara Shaw

National Board Certification is one of the most rigorous professional learning journeys an educator can pursue, and
research shows students taught by NBCTs achieve more and are more engaged. Our NBCTs also strengthen our
schools through leadership, mentorship, and service.

A huge thank-you to the Dolphin Foundation for supporting our candidates every step of the way.

Help us congratulate our newest NBCTs!

Roger Reetz

Martha Morales

Lindsay Scogin

Sara Shaw
Megan Rogers
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Thank you @mygulfcoastchamber & @baldwinhealth
for the invitation to the First Friday Forum! We loved
being part of today’s conversation, and it was such a
pleasure speaking with Dr. Whiddon. Grateful for the
partnership and the opportunities provided to our
future healthcare professionals!

Community is everything! We are so thankful for the
VERY generous donation given to The Dolphin
Foundation for Education and Arts, by Mrs. Frances
Holk Jones. We are blessed to have such a great
State Representative. Thank you for helping us

Mrs. Jackie Smith, our wonderful nutrition expert, visited Mrs. Morales’ 6th grade class to teach students about
healthy choices to keep in mind during the upcoming holiday season.

Our students had a great time creating their very own Christmas Trail Mix, which they proudly shared with all GSMS
staff and teachers.

A huge THANK YOU to Mrs. Smith for taking the time to visit our classroom and share your knowledge with us. We
had an absolute blast!
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Make Waves Theatre made a splash at State Trumbauer Competition at UAB!

Out of 100+ schools and nearly 2,000 students, Gulf Shores High School proudly sent 18 talented Dolphins to
compete in 20 different events — and they absolutely shined!

Here are our incredible results:

2nd Place in the State
« Fiona Douglas — Dramatic Musical Theatre 1980-2015 Solo (Intermediate)

3rd Place in the State
« Fiona Douglas & Luiza Espinheira — Dramatic Musical Theatre Duet (Intermediate)

Superior Ratings

« Grayson Godbee — Acting Novice

» Ana Guerra — Acting Novice

+ Lauren Stewart — Musical Novice

+ Owen Loper — Musical Novice

« Kate Garner — Musical Varsity

* Fiona Douglas — Musical Intermediate

* Fiona Douglas & Luiza Espinheira — Duet Musical Intermediate
+ Kate Garner & Cy Dobbs — Duet Musical Varsity
+ Alyssa Goff — Costume Design Novice

» Maddie Mattson — Scenic Design Varsity

Excellent Ratings
» Will Ferguson — Acting Varsity
+ Ava Higgins — Acting Intermediate
* Hannah Garner — Acting Varsity
* M Lawley — Acting Intermediate
+ Sarah Jane Stephenson — Original Works Novice
* Ana Guerra — Original Works Intermediate
+ Alayna Lambrecht — Original Works Varsity
« Sophia Bauer — Musical Intermediate (x2)
» Mason Slater — Musical Intermediate
We are unbelievably proud of our students for their hard work, artistry, and dedication.

Make Waves Theatre continues to
MAKE WAVES!
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On Friday, November 21st, @Austal USA
hosted Gulf Shores High School students to
tour the shipyard of the US Navy's top
shipbuilding contractor. These students are
interested in Austal's apprentice program
which would pay for a two-year degree from
Bishop State while gaining on the job
experience in fabrication, pipe welding and
fitting, electrical, and design. We are excited
to initiate this partnership with Austal and
look forward to exposing more of our
students to these amazing career
opportunities right after graduation.

Peer Helpers held their annual Turkey Take-Out
Canned Food Drive, and our Dolphin Family truly
stepped up! In total, GSMS collected 650 items
— the highest amount of any school participating
in the program. Dr. Bill Lawrence stopped by to
pick up the donations, which were used to create

Thanksgiving baskets for families in need. A big
congratulations to Mrs. Arnold’s homeroom, who
led the school with 122 donated items and
enjoyed a well-earned donut party to celebrate
their generosity. Thank you, Dolphin families, for
your kindness and supportlide through the State
Park last Thursday. The ride this time included
going through some nice single track trails in the
wildlife reserve.
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GSHS juniors and seniors toured The Defensive coordinator Brian Van
University of Alabama to explore innovative Gorder confirms he will be

opportunities in Business, Engineering and returning to Gulf Shores in 2026!
Nursing!

.- BREAKING = \‘ BREAKING
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HUDSPETH HAS THE DOLPHINS RIDING THE WAVES

This season, Coach Hudspeth led the Dolphins to their
first-ever 6A playoff appearance in 2025, bringing his
overall record at Gulf Shores to 41-18. During the past
5 years with Hudspeth as head coach, the Dolphins
have been to the playoffs 3 times, including being 5A
Region 1 Champions, along with a 15-0 undefeated
2023 5A State Championship. Tomorrow's signing day
. will bring the number of college signees to 27 who have
gone on to the next level in the last 5 years under
Hudspeth. The Dolphins are set to move into their new
football facilities in the summer of 2026. The new
facilities will include locker rooms, two team meeting
rooms, coaches' offices and two staff rooms, a
9,000-square-foot weight room and refueling facility,
and to top it off, a 120-yard covered practice facility."

VAN GORDER SET
FOR ANOTHER RUN

Coach Hudspeth announced today:
"The most experienced and
decorated defensive coordinator at
any level of football in the state of
Alabama, including college, returns

for his 5th year at Gulf Shores!".

GULF SHORES € GULF SHORES ¢ GULF SHORES 3¢ GULF SHORES

GSHS band welcomed CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
the bus riders at GSES FINS CO'26 SIGNING!
and GSMS to school.
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The upper-level Sports Medicine students had a great industry tour to the Pensacola Ice Flyers Stadium, the Blue
Wahoos Stadium, and Andrew's Institute at The University of West Florida. Students were able to hear from
Athletic Trainers and doctors within the field and learn around best education within the field. Thank you to
Pensacola Ice Flyers Pensacola Blue Wahoos Andrews Institute for Orthopaedics & Sports Medicine for this
new partnership and giving these students real connections to their learning experience!

What an incredible honor it was to have State Representative Frances Holk Jones speak with our Junior City
Council group today. Representative Holk Jones—who represents District 95, including Gulf Shores, Orange
Beach, Ft Morgan, Foley, and Elberta—shared what it means to be our voice in Montgomery and how she works
to make sure Baldwin County’s needs are heard at the state level.

We’re grateful for her time, insight, and her commitment to keeping our community engaged. Thank you,

Representative Holk Jones, for inspiring our young leaders and reminding us how powerful it is to speak up for
where we live!



https://www.facebook.com/pcolaiceflyers?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWBotJgiEtjmmRTh9X82DasDgO3PjHtZaHbB5jeqhZPEyCNVuT_3ydv05JIIVtunL-hS4YBA6jLMAHDvEnOmXsUz_javVwtzwRvqLesrpYuEwiOxsU_pLOsW3rzfg-u2eT399gmdIVuPp52unowF33PywFPE8dpyD3EoyOAiFA1gY0lFEbFc2bzTiLHSBkgRvZ8CAQC0ySOUkIesQ91QzveI4Gt9bpQZFyyO_UXCRXzxg&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/BlueWahoosBaseball?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWBotJgiEtjmmRTh9X82DasDgO3PjHtZaHbB5jeqhZPEyCNVuT_3ydv05JIIVtunL-hS4YBA6jLMAHDvEnOmXsUz_javVwtzwRvqLesrpYuEwiOxsU_pLOsW3rzfg-u2eT399gmdIVuPp52unowF33PywFPE8dpyD3EoyOAiFA1gY0lFEbFc2bzTiLHSBkgRvZ8CAQC0ySOUkIesQ91QzveI4Gt9bpQZFyyO_UXCRXzxg&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/AndrewsInstitute?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWBotJgiEtjmmRTh9X82DasDgO3PjHtZaHbB5jeqhZPEyCNVuT_3ydv05JIIVtunL-hS4YBA6jLMAHDvEnOmXsUz_javVwtzwRvqLesrpYuEwiOxsU_pLOsW3rzfg-u2eT399gmdIVuPp52unowF33PywFPE8dpyD3EoyOAiFA1gY0lFEbFc2bzTiLHSBkgRvZ8CAQC0ySOUkIesQ91QzveI4Gt9bpQZFyyO_UXCRXzxg&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R

ISSUE 12 DECEMBER 2025

GSCS Cafeterias Retain Their 100% Scores

Congratulations and thank you to Tanya Hill, CNP Manager, and the entire GSCS CNP Team! The Health
Department visited all three schools, and each one retained its outstanding 100% score.
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GSCS Teachers Earns
National Board Certification

Congratulations to Gulf Shores City Schools teachers Hilary McKinney, Deborah Whetstone, Angela Kirby, and
Jason Hill, who were honored at a special reception at the Governor’s Mansion celebrating their achievement of
earning National Board Certification. With fewer than 3% of teachers nationwide holding this distinction, their
accomplishment reflects exceptional dedication and professional excellence.

We are incredibly proud of these outstanding educators and grateful for the state-level recognition of their
commitment to our students and community. We are also deeply appreciative of the Dolphin Foundation for their

unwavering support of teachers throughout the National Board process—your investment in our educators makes
achievements like this possible.
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Growing Aviation Pathway

GSCS welcomed the Director of Aviation, Gillette Samms, and the Regional Workforce Director (South), Jennifer
Hall, for the Alabama Community College System to our hangar labs and toured the Gulf Shores International
Airport terminal with Airport Director, Jesse Fosnaugh; Superintendent Matt Akin; Academies and CTE Director,
Jessica Sampley; Career Coach, Tyler Morgan; and lead aviation teacher, Haley Kellogg.

They spent time learning about our growing aviation pathway—how we’re building authentic, hands-on experiences
for students and intentionally bridging core academics and CTE in a space where learning feels real and future-
focused.

What they saw was a program already doing the work. Our students have built and flown an aircraft, are currently
working on a second plane build, and are engaged in a restoration project that teaches precision, patience, and
pride in craft. In the coming months, we’ll also begin in-house flight training, led by a dedicated CFI who is a Gulf
Shores alum—a full-circle moment for all.

This visit opened the door to meaningful conversations about what could come next—stronger alignment, deeper
collaboration, and future internship opportunities that keep students learning where aviation is lived, not just taught.
We are so grateful for partners who are willing to show up, ask great questions, and imagine what’s possible
together.

ES
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Congratulations Gulf Shores City Schools
Teachers and Staff Members of The Year!

GSHS Teacher of the Year! Sandra Dempsey, High School ACT, High School Math, National Board Certified
GSHS Staff Member of The Year! Emily Fermanian, High School Receptionist/Attendance

GSMS Teacher of the Year! Cinthia Moore, Middle School Science, Working Towards National Board Certified,
Middle School Athletics

GSMS Staff Member of The Year! Carolyn Moser, Middle School Athletics, Middle School Student Services,
Paraprofessional

GSES Teacher of the Year! Kristy Phillips, Elementary School Fourth Grade Teacher

GSES Staff Member of The Year! Jesse Harrell, Elementary School System Tech

I
|
|

Sandra Dempsey Emily Fermanian

GSHS Teacher of The Year GSHS Staff Member of The Year

Cinthia Moore
GSMS Teacher of The Year

PS ¥ /4 Jesse Harrell
GSES Teacher of Ther Year / i A GSES Staff Member of The Year
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12/19 - 1/5 GSCS: Winter Break

¢ 1/5 GSCS: Employees Return From Winter Break
1/5 GSMS: Blood Drive 8:00am-2:00pm
@ 1/6 GSCS: Students Return From Winter Break

1/7 GSES: 3rd Grade Parents Literacy Act Review
CThe ~O 1/8 BOE: Work Session 4:00pm

® 1/9 GSCS: Report Cards
1/15 BOE: Regular Board Meeting 5:00pm
. 1/19 GSCS: MLK Day (No School)

1/20 GSCS: Tuesday Tour at GSHS 9:00am

DECEMBER 2025

Enjoy these GSCS commercials!

We Believe...

What If...

GSCS Board Meeting Round Up: Too busy to attend school board meetings, but still wanna know more? Check out

the episodes of “Board Shorts” to stay up-to-date.

Gulf Shores City Schools has a o)
new magazine - The Wave! ’

Extra copies are available in wave

school offices, most city offices, CITYSCHOOLE”
the visitors center, and the T <
Chamber of Commerce! ! -

Get your copy today!
District
Elementary School
Middle School

High School
Virtual Academy

Gulf Shores City Schools have a new
GSCS Mobile App! Available in 10S and
Android Stores, the GSCS mobile app
will give you immediate information!
Download yours today!

Connect With Us: IMRKE WRVESI

Matt Akin - Superintendent

Stephanie Harrison - Assistant Superintendent

Sandi Harris - Office Manager

Chad Green - CSFO

Marcelina Speller - Human Resource Coordinator

Chezley Neth - Data Management & Reporting Analyst

Jason Watts - Athletic Director

Joey Drews - Director of Educational Technology & Student Support Services
Beau Roode - Director of Operations

Sonya Price - Director of Exceptional Education

Liz Corcoran - English Second Language

Tanya Hill - Child Nutrition Program Coordinator

Randall Carlisle - Student Engagement, Transportation and Safety Coordinator
Jessica Sampley - Career Tech Coordinator

Karen Pearson - District Testing Coordinator

Laura Goulden - Mental Health Coordinator

Joe McAleer -Social Media

flo X|@©



mailto:makin@gsboe.org
mailto:sharrison@gsboe.org
mailto:sharris@gsboe.org
mailto:cgreen@gsboe.org
mailto:mspeller@gsboe.org
mailto:cneth@gsboe.org
mailto:jwatts@gsboe.org
mailto:jdrews@gsboe.org
mailto:broode@gsboe.org
mailto:sprice@gsboe.org
mailto:lcorcoran@gsboe.org
mailto:thill@gsboe.org
mailto:rcarlisle@gsboe.org
mailto:jmcaleer@gsboe.org
mailto:jsampley@gsboe.org
mailto:kpearson@gsboe.org
mailto:lgoulden@gsboe.org
mailto:info@gsboe.org
https://x.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=/GulfShoresBOE
https://www.facebook.com/gulfshorescityschools
https://www.instagram.com/gscityschools/
https://www.gsboe.org/
https://gses.gsboe.org/
https://gsms.gsboe.org/
https://gshs.gsboe.org/
https://gsva.gsboe.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=Dj53tShFjP8&fbclid=IwY2xjawGQQCBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHVKW6KMA8oyaSjFJcb10LhQdIEh3e3SRq1-5DX6LRJOJEAjxo2DvIFlDPA_aem_WD-yGMSM7Sq8TwqGUwLs-A
http://www.apple.com
https://www.gsboe.org/board-of-education/board-shorts
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDETtsEE8aqP-fapD747BAQ
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