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TITLE I, PART A PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
Title I, Part A Parent and Family Engagement Policy

It is the policy of the Addison Central School District (LEA) to plan and implement effective
needs-based Title | programs, activities, policies, and procedures with meaningful
consultation and involvement of participating Title | parents and family members that comply
with all parent and family engagement requirements, specifically those required by federal
statute. As such, the LEA is responsible for ensuring compliance with development and
implementation of the following three documents:

1. LEA PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT POLICY: As a Title | Part A served
LEA, we will outline and describe the ways in which we will be responsible for and
address the Parent and Family Requirements listed and will develop jointly with, agree
on with, and distribute to, parents and family members of participating children a
written parent and family engagement policy that meets all requirements described
below.

2. SCHOOL-LEVEL PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT PROCEDURE: Each of
our school(s) served by Title | Part A will outline and describe the ways in which the
school will be responsible for and address the Parent and Family Requirements
listed. Each school will jointly develop with, and distribute to, parents and family
members of participating children a written parent and family engagement procedure,
agreed on by such parents, that will describe the means for carrying out the
requirements described below.

2a. SCHOOL-PARENT COMPACT: Each of our school(s) served by Title | Part A, as
part of their Parent and Family Engagement Procedure, will develop jointly with, agree
on with, and distribute to, parents and family members of participating children a
School-Parent compact to outline how parents, the entire school staff, and students
will share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement and the



means by which the school and parents will build and develop a partnership to help
children achieve the State's high academic standards.

Definitions:

Local Education Agency: for purposes of this policy, a supervisory union or
supervisory district is the local education agency (LEA).

Parent/Guardian: Includes a legal guardian or other person standing in loco parentis
(such as a grandparent or stepparent with whom the child lives, or a person who is legally
responsible for the child’s welfare). 2

Parent and Family Engagement (PFE): The inclusion of parents, families, schools, and
communities in order to support learning and improve schools. Opportunities for the
informed participation of parents and family members, including those who have limited
English proficiency, those who have disabilities, and those of migratory children.

Implementation

The Addison Central School District will ensure the successful development and
implementation of the written LEA Parent and Family Engagement Policy, School Parent and
Family Engagement Procedure(s), and School-Parent Compact(s) and will address all
requirements in specific detail with review and revision on a periodic and timely basis.
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In order to provide all children with a significant opportunity to receive a fair, equitable, and
high-quality education, and to close educational gaps, the Addison Central School District
receives Title I, Part A funds. Therefore, the Addison Central School District will develop, with
the parents and family members of participating students, a written parent and family
engagement policy. This policy will outline the Local Education Agency’s (LEA) expectations
and objectives for meaningful parent and family engagement and the ways in which the LEA
will implement and support opportunities for parent and family involvement in order to
improve student academic achievement.

Part I: General Requirements and Expectations



1. In order to support increased parent/guardian and family engagement to improve student
academic achievement, the Addison Central School District has the following objectives:

Ensure that families feel welcome and supported at school.

Establish effective, inclusive communications between schools and families, including
families with limited English proficiency and/or limited access to digital communication
tools.

e Support parents/guardians in understanding the school curriculum, where their children
are performing relative to the standards, and how they can access additional support
as needed.

e Create opportunities for families to build relationships with school leaders and
educators (e.g., principal coffees).

e Ensure families have clearly articulated, safe, and effective means of providing
feedback related to home/school interactions.

2. The Addison Central School District agrees to take the following actions to involve
parents and family members in the joint development of its Local Educational Agency
Plan:

e The district will include parents/guardians and family members on working teams
when developing district-level strategic plans.

3. The Addison Central School District agrees to take the following actions to involve
parents and family members in the joint development of Support and Improvement:

e School and district leaders will employ existing avenues of communication (e.g.,
websites, email, surveys, board meetings, school webpages, school meetings) to
gather family input and feedback on support and improvement plans.

4. The Addison Central School District agrees to take the following actions to provide
coordination, technical assistance, and other support necessary in order to build
capacity for parent and family engagement activities to improve student achievement
and school performance: The district will provide

e Communication tools to all schools, including instant messaging, newsletter
software, school and district websites, and Google apps for communication (ie.,
virtual meeting, email, forms).

Personal computing devices for students (e.g., Chromebooks).

Learning Management Systems to communicate student learning.
Professional and family learning engagements (e.g., workshops, instructional
videos) as needed to strengthen communication and family engagement.



5. The Addison Central School District will conduct, with the meaningful involvement of
parents and family members, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of
this Parent & Family Title I, Part A Parent & Family Engagement Policy in improving the
academic quality of all its Title | schools. The evaluation will include identifying the
following:

e Barriers to greater family participation in Title | parent and family engagement
activities (with particular attention to parents who are economically
disadvantaged, are disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited
literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority background)

e The needs of parents and family members to assist with the learning of their
children, including engaging with school personnel and teachers

e Strategies to support successful school and family interactions

The Addison Central School District agrees to take the following actions to conduct this annual
evaluation:

Incorporate required evaluation categories in regular surveys to families.
Solicit feedback in digital or paper-based form.

Build relationships with parents/guardians to encourage frequent, informal,
conversational feedback.

6. The Addison Central School District agrees to take the following actions to use the
findings of the annual evaluation to design evidence-based strategies for more effective
parent and family engagement, and to revise the LEA Parent & Family Engagement
Policy, if necessary:

e Ask how parents/guardians want to participate.

7. The Addison Central School District agrees to take the following actions to involve
parents in the activities of the schools:

e Nurture school-based partnership groups to increase the engagement of families
around academics.
Reflect on and continue to develop the efficacy of family engagement groups.
Integrate academic engagement into existing groups.
Support educators (e.g., counselors, clinicians) to communicate with families who
have difficulty engaging.

Part Il: Building Capacity for Involvement



To ensure effective involvement of parents and support a partnership among the schools,
parents, and the community in order to improve student achievement, the Addison Central
School District will use the following strategies:

8. The Addison Central School District will provide assistance to parents of children served
by the LEA in understanding the following topics:

The challenging State academic standards

State and local academic assessments

Title 1, Part A requirements

How to monitor their child’s progress

How to work with educators to improve their children’s achievement

The Addison Central School District agrees to take the followings actions in order provide this
assistance:

Advertise opportunities for parents/guardians to attend school-based events.
Post information on school and district websites.

Include explanatory letters with progress reports.

Host parent/guardian-teacher conferences twice annually.

Communicate student learning via Learning Management Systems.

9. The Addison Central School District agrees to provide materials and training, as
appropriate, to help parents work with their children to improve their children’s
achievement: This may include

Family engagement events focused on literacy, math, or social emotional learning.
Parenting classes.

Sharing information, resources, and instructional videos online.

Providing updates and highlights in regular school communications.

10. The Addison Central School District agrees to take the following actions to educate its
teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals and other school
leaders, and other staff, with the assistance of parents, in the following areas:

The value of contributions of parents

How to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners
How to implement and coordinate parent programs

How to build ties between parents and school

This may include
e Collaboration and professional learning at faculty meetings and inservice trainings.
e Providing educator guidelines for technology and communication, teaching and learning
(including progress reporting), and multilingual communication.



11. The Addison Central School District will, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate
and integrate Title | parent involvement programs and activities with other Federal, State,
and local programs and conduct other activities that encourage and support parents in
more fully participating in the education of their children.

12. The Addison Central School District agrees to take the following actions to ensure that
information related to the school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities is
sent to the parents of participating children in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a
language the parents can understand:

Employ multiple modes of communication.

Use family-friendly, translatable communication apps including but not limited to
instant messaging and newsletter platforms.

Translate letters and other school communications.

Provide interpretation services in person or via phone.

13. The Addison Central School District agrees to take the following actions to provide
other reasonable support for parent involvement activities, as parents may request:

e Use multiple modes of communication to collect input and feedback.
e Use parent/guardian input and feedback to inform reasonable support for parent
involvement activities.

PART lll. Policy Adoption

This LEA’s Parent & Family Engagement Policy has been developed jointly with parents of
children participating in Title I, Part A programs. This policy was adopted by the Addison
Central School District on [Date MM/DD/YY] and will be in effect for the period of School Year
2022-2023. The LEA will distribute this policy to all parents of participating Title I, Part A
children on or before [Date MM/DD/YY].

2. School Parent & Family Engagement Procedures

Bridport Parent & Family Engagement Procedures and School-Parent Compact
Mary Hogan Parent & Family Engagement Procedures and School-Parent Compact
Ripton School & Family Engagement Procedures and School-Parent Compact
Salisbury School & Family Engagement Procedures and School-Parent Compact

Shoreham Parent & Family Engagement Procedures and School-Parent Compact
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Cross
Reference:

[1] This policy is mandatory for LEAs and schools that receive Title I, Part A funds. 20 U.S.C.
§ 6318(a)(2).

[2] 20 USC § 7801(38) definition of term “parent.”

[3]20 U.S.C. § 6318

Special Rule: If the school has a parent and family engagement policy that applies to all
parents and family members, the school may amend that policy, if necessary, to meet the
requirements.

[4] 20 U.S.C. § 6318

Amendment: If the LEA involved has a school district-level parent and family engagement
policy that applies to all parents and family members in all schools served by the LEA, the LEA
may amend that policy, if necessary, to meet the requirements.
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