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Mission

The IDEAL School of Manhattan is an inclusion
school dedicated to creating a diverse community
that affirms and accepts the full identities of all
people, while inspiring academic excellence, creative

leadership, and a desire to build a more just and
equitable world.

THE IDEAL SCHOOL OF MANHATTAN



CONTENTS

10
11

12
14
15
16
18
19
20
22
24
28
35
36
37
38

Introduction

School Leadership and Staff 2024-25

Message from the President of the Board of Trustees
Operating Budget

Message from the Head of School

The Class of 2025

The Open Door Scholarship Fund

Alumni News

The APEX Program at IDEAL

The Arts at IDEAL

Partnership with Lightswitch Learning

Parents Association

The 20th Annual IDEAL School of Manhattan Gala
Annual Fund Contributors

Family Giving by Grade

Trustee Fundraising Initiatives

Building for Our Future — Capital Campaign

Ways to Give

ANNUAL REPORT OF GIVING 2024-25



6

INTRODUCTION

the remarkable growth made possible by

our community’s generosity. The trustees,
families, friends, and staff recognized in these
pages have provided vital financial support during
the 2024-25 fiscal year, enabling us to expand our
impact and strengthen our programs. Thanks to
your dedication, IDEAL continues to thrive and
look ahead with excitement to the years to come.

In this year’s annual report, we celebrate
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2024-25

Jay Eisenhofer, President

Ron Fischer, Vice President

Dan Kesten, Vice President

Margaret Lewis, Vice President

Mitch Rubin, Co-Founder and Vice President
Michelle Smith, Co-Founder and Treasurer
Robert Ziff, Vice President

Audra Zuckerman, Co-Founder and Secretary
Janet Wolfe, Head of School, ex officio

Evan Azriliant

Brian Cromwell

Tom Kelly

Michael Lorch

Megan Mack

Rob McQueen

Emily Moyer

David Orowitz

Alyssa Picchini Schaffer

Jane Providenti

Matt Steinberg

Yolanda Wyns, Parents Association President

ADVISORY COUNCIL 2024-25

David Byrnes, Chief Marketing Officer, Asphalt
Green

Meghan Corridan, Program Coordinator, The
Meeting House After School

Daniel R. Halem, Deputy Commissioner, Baseball
Administration and Chief Legal Officer, Major
League Baseball

Annette Hayde, Former CFO and IDEAL Trustee
Elizabeth Hazelwood, Former Lower School Head

Elisabeth Krents, Ph.D., Director of the Parkhurst
Academy, The Dalton School

Roseanne Legrand, Speech Pathologist; Adjunct
Professor Clinical Supervision, Pace University

Alec Miller, Psy.D., Co-Founder and Clinical
Director of Cognitive and Behavioral Consultants
of Westchester and Manhattan, LLP; Clinical
Professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences at
Montefiore Medical Center/Albert Einstein College
of Medicine

David Salsberg, Psy.D., Pediatric Clinical
Neuropsychologist; Director of Pediatric
Assessment, Pediatric Assessment, Learning, and
Support
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SCHOOL STAFF
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Bridget Boateng
Grace Brewster
Owen Brown
Rebecca Brown
Taylor Brown
Florencia Caceres
Marvin Cargle
James Cerqua
Jorge Chica
Margaret Conklin
Joseph Cooper

Amanda Corneau
Ramy De La Cruz
Dhani Deveaux
Braeden Dimitroff
Fiona Donnelly
Garrett Dooley
Moy Dorry

Jill Dunscomb
Kylie Elwood
Free Estrin

Dara Etter
Rachel Feinberg
Emily Feldman
Rachel Fishman
Tara Fersko

Erin Fitzgerald
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Daisy Getz
Joanne Ginis

David Gorman
Amanda Graham
Nora Gross

Amanda Grossman
Jennifer Lesczak
Lora Heller
Kalemah Henderson
Arelis Henriquez
Trevlyn Henry
Lucero Hernandez
Lukas Holsberg
Kelly Homenick
Matthew Hostetter
Kathryn lrwin

Rachel Jarvis
Huascar Javier
Bianca Jeffrey
Taylor Jones
Tiranke Kande
Joseph Kemp
Ellie Kline
Juliana Klingel
Nalea Ko
Lauren Kramer
Emily Kuntz
Michael Kurtz
Olivia Kutyla
Brittany Lerman
Alyah Lightbourne
Marc Liu



Lauren Macchio
Edmond Malin
Katharine Mannix
Danielle McAllister
Megan McKiernan
Shauna McPherson
Ricardo Morel
Kara Morgan
Renee Morgan-Saks
Mirella Nappi
Nasrin Noor

Ellie Novotny
Maria O'Brien

Zoe Obstarczyk
Matthew Parker
Thomas Patterson

Claudia Pavan
Lou Ann Pavelin
Mike Pena

Olivia Perlmutter
Sarah Phillips
Rory Plunkett
Yako Prodis
Serena Purswani
Caitlin Remington
Kathleen Rodrigues
Madeline Rogers
Megan Roper
Anna Sabo

Mia Salvemini
Jeffrey Sanders

Nadgie Santana

Ari Schwab

Sifa Serneyabat
Charlotte Seymour
Margaret Seymour
Kismet Sheldon Collins
Mary Grace Sheldon
Will Simbol

Tara Slinn

Hilary Smith

Kelly Song
Alexander Soto
Nicole Stein

Ashlee Stewart
Erica Stirling
Melanie Stuart
India Summers

Peter Tedesco
Dominique Teixeira
Rebecca Thompson
Seth Trenchard
Alianna Vasquez
Serena Vicens
Rachel Weinberger
Genielle Wieder
Brooke Wiese
Janet Wolfe

Anna Wolfgram Evans
Ryan Zaccaro
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD

Dear IDEAL Families and Friends:

The 2024-25 school year marked IDEALs second year in its new home at 5
Hanover Square. Over the course of the first year in our forever home and
the following summer, we made further improvements and personalizations
to the five floors the school occupies, which had been built specifically

for our special student body to serve as a model of accessibility and
inclusion. Many thanks to those who continued to make contributions to
the school’s capital campaign to help cover the costs associated with these
improvements.

Of course, the contributions of our large and diverse body of donors make it possible to run a school
that specializes in serving students with and without disabilities, both within and outside our inclusive
classrooms. | am pleased to share that for the 2024-25 academic year, IDEAL received monetary
donations from 87% of families, 94% of faculty and staff members, and 100% of members of the

Board of Trustees. We present these impressive numbers to institutional funding organizations when
seeking grants and donations to demonstrate our school community’s commitment to our mission.
Overall, giving this year brought the school $1,949,759, far surpassing our $800,000 goal. More than 850
individuals, families, and organizations made significant contributions to our continued success, and
we are happy to name all of them in this document, and | am proud to express the gratitude of our
Board of Trustees.

Donations from our friends, families, faculty, and staff allowed us to bring our students to visit
museums and shows, to take part in the Billion Oyster Project, to visit Washington, D.C., to continue to
take free SAT classes, and to participate in new projects in the 2025-26 school year, including the use of
3D printers, a hydroponics garden, and a LEGO Robotics lab.

I also want to say a special thank you to our Board of Trustees, who contribute in so many ways,
including hosting fundraisers in the Hamptons, the Yale Club, and at Siwanoy Country Club, and who
donate and source incredible items and experiences that make our annual Gala an exciting and
successful event.

Jay Eisenhofer
President of the Board of Trustees

THE IDEAL SCHOOL OF MANHATTAN



OPERATING INCOME

Other Operating Revenue

0.7%

Donations PY
oo $1,949,759
$16,282,747
Gross Tuition
88.7%
OPERATING EXPENSES
Instructional Materials and Experiences .
5.3% $837,936
Financial Aid

General Administrative Expenditures
10.9%

{ ]
$1,720,250 $2,647,029

16.7%

Facilities
3.2%

$10,148,367

Salaries and Benefits
64.0%
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A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL

Dear IDEAL Families and Friends:

In our second year at 5 Hanover Square, IDEAL has grown in both

reach and impact, thanks to you. We deepened partnerships with local
businesses and charities, expanded outreach, and welcomed families from
new neighborhoods. Our first subway campaign and postcard mailings
generated inquiries citywide, and we were honored to be recognized as
the Nonprofit of the Night at a Brooklyn Nets game. These efforts helped
make our fall admissions open house our most successful yet. Beyond

our building, students and faculty volunteered at Battery Urban Farm and
raised oysters as part of the Billion Oyster Project, contributing directly to
restoring New York Harbor.

Academically, your generosity fueled new programs that inspire and challenge our students. We
launched the Writing Revolution in High School and a Middle School environmental science course tied
to the Billion Oyster Project. Teachers worked with Pediatric Assessment, Learning & Support (PALS)

to strengthen classroom routines and executive functioning skills, while Cathryn Berger Kaye trained
faculty in her customized advisory program, piloted successfully in Middle School.

Athletics gave our community more to celebrate. For the first time since 2017, IDEAL teams brought
home championships: the Middle School Boys won the MSAL title, and the High School Boys captured
the Metro League trophy. These victories, proudly displayed in our lobby, reflect the dedication of our
students and coaches, and show what an inclusive sports program can be.

Our Civil Rights Community Day featured NY1 anchor Cheryl Wills, who highlighted IDEAL students’
projects on air. With support from Lightswitch Learning, we also welcomed NBA player Quinn Cook and
singer Jason Derulo to debut their children’s books, creating unforgettable moments of inspiration.

Service remains central to our mission. On MLK Day, students across all divisions supported seniors,
nonprofits, and food banks, and our Next Steps Transition Program adopted an ongoing volunteer
session with Trinity Church.

Finally, we celebrate the Class of 2025, the members of which are attending colleges and programs
nationwide. None of this would be possible without you. Thank you for making IDEAL truly IDEAL.

Janet Wolfe, Head of School

THE IDEAL SCHOOL OF MANHATTAN
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THE CLASS OF 2025

he members of the Class of 2025 were
I accepted to 68 different colleges or
postsecondary programs. They were
offered $661,458 in scholar dollars. The full list of
acceptances is below, with an asterisk designating

multiple acceptances and bold representing the
schools where our students matriculated.

Adelphi University*

American University

Baylor University

Bridgewater State University

Central Connecticut State University
Clark University

CUNY Baruch College

CUNY Borough of Manhattan Community College*
CUNY Brooklyn College

CUNY City College*

CUNY City Tech

CUNY Guttman

CUNY John Jay College of Criminal Justice*
CUNY Kingsborough Community College*
CUNY Medgar Evers College*

Drexel University

Delaware State University

THE IDEAL SCHOOL OF MANHATTAN

Elizabeth City State University
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
Florida Institute of Technology
Goucher College

Hampton University

lona College

Jacksonville University

Kansas State University

Kean University

Landmark College*

Lincoln University

Long Island University
Manhattanville College*
Marist College

Marymount Manhattan College
Mitchell College*

Montclair State University
Morgan State University*
Muhlenberg College

New York University

Next Steps Transition Program*
Niagara University

Pace University,*

Penn State Beaver

Riverview School
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Rutgers University

Seton Hall University

Southern Connecticut State University
St. John's University (NY)

St. Thomas Aquinas College

SUNY Binghamton

SUNY Broome Community College
SUNY Buffalo State*

SUNY College at Geneseo

SUNY Delhi

SUNY Farmingdale State College
SUNY Fredonia

SUNY New Paltz

SUNY Oneonta

SUNY Oswego

SUNY Plattsburgh

SUNY Purchase

SUNY University at Albany*
Syracuse University

University of Connecticut
University of Mary Washington
University of New Haven
University of North Carolina Greensbhoro
Vaughn College

Virginia State University

Winston Prep Transitions

THE OPEN DOOR
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

DEAL's student community reflects the
Irich diversity of New York City, and we are
extremely proud of our socioeconomic

diversity. The Open Door Scholarship Fund,
established in 2010, allows us to continue

to provide access to an independent school
education for students from under-resourced
communities. Every dollar donated to the
Open Door Scholarship Fund goes directly
toward the tuition of students in the Standard
Program.

We seek individual, corporate, and foundation
partners to support this effort by funding
scholarships for children in need. More than
83% of IDEAL students receive financial
assistance, and the average financial aid
award is 94% of tuition. This represents an
investment of approximately $2.5 million
annually, which is approximately 15% of the
school’s expenditures. Open Door Scholarship
funding allows the school to continue to
invest meaningfully in the program and to
meet the needs of our diverse student body.
Thanks to the generosity of donors to the
Fund, our Open Door Scholars are thriving.

If you are interested in supporting the Open
Door Scholarship Fund, please contact CFO
Margaret Conklin at mconklin@theidealschool.
org. All gifts to the Open Door Scholarship Fund
are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.

ANNUAL REPORT OF GIVING 2024-25
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ALUMNI NEWS

Sadie Kesten ‘23

Sadie is in her junior year at Goucher College in Maryland. She is majoring
in computer science but also enjoys taking theatre classes. Sadie took part
in several plays and musicals while at IDEAL, standing out as Rapunzel in
Into the Woods. This summer, Sadie spent three weeks studying abroad

in Scotland. Part of the class included attending the Fringe Festival in
Edinburgh, the world’s largest performing arts festival.

2CNOoL —mlhy?
. of Manhatgan . ?Sﬁ

Troy Providenti ‘21

After graduating from IDEAL, Troy continued his education at
InclusiveU at Syracuse University before launching an impressive
post-graduation journey. He started his own tie-dye business, secured
a position as an assistant at a dentist’s office, and now serves as the
Director of Strategic Partnerships at Turn Down for What, a social club
for adults with Down syndrome.

Sydney Sclar ‘22

Currently enrolled in the Melissa Riggio Program at
Kingsborough College in Brooklyn, Sydney is enjoying a rich

mix of academic and personal pursuits. She takes classes on
campus, loves cooking, and explores creative hobbies like
dance, pottery, and ballet. Outside of school, she cherishes time
spent with her nephew and enjoys attending comedy shows.
Reflecting fondly on their time at IDEAL, she especially enjoyed
the candle-making workshops.

THE IDEAL SCHOOL OF MANHATTAN
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THE APEX PROGRAM

This year, IDEALs Athletic and
Physical EXcellence (APEX)
program offered five sports
across three seasons: cross
country and volleyball in the
fall, basketball in the winter,
and track & field and pickle-
ball in the spring. APEX teams
range from club-level to
varsity, and are available to all
students in Grades 5-12, pro-
moting fitness, teamwork, and
skill development throughout
the year.

Basketball Champions
For the first time in IDEAL

history, both our Middle and
High School boys basketball

teams were champions

in the same season! The
Middle School boys team
secured the Middle School
Athletic League league

title - the school’s first
championship since the
Middle School girls team’s
2017 victory. A week later,
our High School team fought
hard to bring home the Metro League trophy
with a 47-41 win. Years of grit, determination,
and countless hours of practice came together

in an unforgettable, history-making season for
IDEAL athletics.

THE IDEAL SCHOOL OF MANHATTAN



THE ARTS AT IDEAL

Fall Play

In December 2024, Upper School students
performed Law & Order: Fairy Tale Unit, a playful
twist on the TV classic. The production featured
many Upper School student actors, costume
designers, and set creators, with direction by

I ‘ e , Maggie Seymour and assistant direction by Lou
‘ ?i ; Ann Pavelin.

Spring Musical

IDEAL's production of Disney’s Frozen
Jr. was made possible through the
work of 33 talented cast, crew, pit
musicians, and costume designers,
all under the direction of Maggie
Seymour and Lou Ann Pavelin, with
musical direction by Will Simbol and
choreography by Grace Brewster. The
show was performed at Edmond J.
Safra Hall at the Museum of Jewish
Heritage on May 6 and 7, 2025.

Artbeat and the Upcycled Fashion Show
IDEAL's annual ArtBeat, held on June 10, 2025, celebrated
a year of creativity with a day showcasing visual and
performing arts. Families, faculty, students, and staff
enjoyed gallery walks showcasing work from Grades
K-12+, guided tours led by seniors, and dynamic Upper
School band performances. The afternoon concluded
with the lively Upcycled Fashion Show, featuring student
and faculty models, mixed with encores from the day’s
top-voted bands.

ANNUAL REPORT OF GIVING 2024-25
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PARTNERSHIP WITH LIGHTSWITCH LEARNING

This year, IDEAL's partnership with
book publisher Lightswitch Learning
brought extraordinary experiences to
our students. We are grateful to the
Lightswitch team for broadening our
students’ perspectives and reinforcing
the importance of effort, creativity, and
self-belief.

Students in Grades 3-6 and our seniors
met performing artist Jason Derulo,
who chose IDEAL to announce his
children’s book, Dream It! Sing It! Do It!
In @ memorable moment, his publisher
delivered the very first printed copy
minutes before he read it aloud to our
students. Mr. Derulo spoke about family
support and perseverance, values central
to IDEAL, and each student received an
advance copy of his book.

On January 31, former NBA player and
author Quinn Cook visited IDEAL to
share lessons from The Cook Book:

A Recipe for Success, emphasizing
faith, determination, connection, and
kindness. He ended the day with a
basketball game alongside students
in Grades 8-12 and APEX coaches. He
stayed with us until every student
received a signed copy of his book.

20 THE IDEAL SCHOOL OF MANHATTAN



CIVIL RIGHTS COMMUNITY DAY

On May 19, IDEAL hosted its annual Civil
Rights Community Day, welcoming Emmy
Award-winning journalist Cheryl Wills

of Spectrum News NY1 and her brother,
cartoonist Clarence “Big Boy” Wills. They
shared personal stories that underscored
themes of persistence, advocacy, and the
power of education.

Mr. Wills captivated Lower School students
with stories about his art and life as a
cartoonist and a person with autism. He
created many personalized sketches for
students and provided all of them with a
signed copy of “Big Boy” Wills, Cartoonist, a
book about his life and work published by

Lightswitch Learning, who also published his

sister’s collection of children’s books.

Ms. Wills introduced her newest book, The
Emancipation of Grandpa Sandy Wills, which
chronicles the life of her great-great-great-
grandfather, a formerly enslaved man who
fought for the Union during the Civil War.
Her account of uncovering his burial site
and securing recognition for his service
highlighted the importance of honoring
history and advocating for justice.

The Civil Rights Community Day showcased
IDEAL's commitment to cultivating
informed, empathetic, and engaged
citizens. Ms. Wills was so impressed by our
students’ research projects, she filmed
several of them for a piece that ran on her
NY1 broadcast, where she called our school
a “national model of excellence.”

ANNUAL REPORT OF GIVING 2024-25
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PARENTS ASSOCIATION

he IDEAL Parents Association
(PA) fosters a strong sense
of community and serves

as a link between IDEAL families,
faculty, and administration. Through
volunteerism, event coordination,
and collaborative initiatives, the

PA played a key role in supporting
IDEAL's mission. All parents and
guardians of IDEAL students are
automatically members of the PA,
and volunteer class representatives
keep families informed about school
life and PA initiatives.

In the 2024-25 school year, the PA
led and supported community-
building and fundraising efforts,
helping family giving to the Annual
Fund reach 87%. Events such as The
IDEAL Way 5K, Potluck Dinner, and
Hot Chocolate and Used Uniform
Sales brought our community
together, while parents and class
representatives also supported
initiatives including Giving Tuesday,
the Scholastic Book Fair, the Annual
Gala, and celebrations for our
graduating classes.

We are deeply grateful to the PA
leadership and to every family who
helped to enrich our students’ lives
and strengthen the IDEAL community.

THE IDEAL SCHOOL OF MANHATTAN

PA LEADERSHIP 2024-25

Yolanda Wyns, President
Josh Abelson
Maureen Cabhill
Chelsea Chapman
Sammi Clifford
Denise Gildea
Lucy Guinness
Nina Heebink
Grace Kaynor

Rachel McQueen
Ellen O'Malley
Nawal Otmane-Tani
Mideyah Parker
Rosalia Rodriguez
Michelle Smawley
Cheryl Thomas
Marianne Vita
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Come One,

and raises significant funds to support the

school’s operating budget. The 2025 Gala,
titled Come One, Come All, highlighted the power
of community and togetherness.

IDEAL’s Annual Gala commemorates our mission

On February 25 at Pier 60, Chelsea Piers, we
celebrated IDEAL's 20th Annual Gala — marking
two decades of joyful gatherings and meaningful
impact. More than 400 tickets were purchased for
the event, which raised $316,486.

This year’s event was hosted by 11-time Emmy
Award winner Frank DiLella, anchor of NY1's On
Stage, and featured unforgettable performances
by Broadway stars Jennifer Sanchez and Michael
Maliakel, who was accompanied by IDEAL parent
Jamie Schmidt, who was Mr. Maliakel’s conductor

THE IDEAL SCHOOL OF MANHATTAN

IDEA Gala

Come Al

during his run in Aladdin on Broadway.

IDEAL's senior class acted as ambassadors

and greeters. Several also spoke on stage, and
they performed “I Need More Love” by Robert
Randolph and the Family Band accompanied by
Mr. Simbol and Mr. Prodis.

The gala celebrated identity and inclusion,
honoring three organizations whose missions
align closely with IDEAL's as leaders in inclusive
practices. Our honorees were Tracy Nixon and
Jane Providenti, representing Gigi's Playhouse
NYC, Alex Reznik, founder of Complete Playground,
and Mindy Sheier, founder of Runway of Dreams
and Gamut Management.

Through ticket sales, the raffle, silent and live
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auctions, donations, and special hand raises,
more than 300 supporters contributed to the
school, including the more than 75 in-kind donors
who made our auction and raffle possible.

We are grateful to all who made the evening a
success: Our talented performers, event sponsors,
item donors, and dedicated Gala Committee.

The entire IDEAL family thanks you, our friends,
for making IDEAL's 20th Annual Gala a success and
for sharing in our joy. Your support, as always,
will make a lasting impact on the lives of our
students.

2025 IDEAL Gala Committee
Christine Mickletz-Chair Matt Sloan

Alexa Arata Michelle Smawley
Margaret Conklin Cate LaFarge Summers
Lucy Guinness Fernando Torres

Grace Kaynor Yolanda Wyns

Joseph Kemp Janet Wolfe

Dan Kesten Ryan Zaccaro

Larissa Regala

Top left: Frank DilLella; top right: Jennifer Sanchez;
middle: Michael Maliakel; above, [-r: accompanists
Jamie Schmidt and Stephen Murphy
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GALA IN-KIND DONORS

Michael Althardt
Anonymous IDEAL Family
Evan Azriliant

Rachel Adams

Aritzia

Asphalt Green

Audra Zuckerman and Mitch Rubin
Berkshire Lake Arts Camp
Jessa Blades

Liana Burdman

Carrie Lindsey Beauty
Cayle White Advisory Group
Chickenshed NYC

Classic Stage Company/Jill Rafson
Jeanne Cluess

The Craft Studio

Frank Dilella

Paula Dorinson

Jay Eisenhofer

Free Estrin

Roberto Falck Photography
Tara Fersko

Framebridge

Freida Rothman Jewelry

Lia Galvan-Liskder

Gizelle George-Joseph

Lucy Guinness

THE IDEAL SCHOOL OF MANHATTAN

Christopher Huttleston

| Am Wet Paint LLC - Sophia Victor
IDEAL Kindergarten/Grade 1 Teachers
IDEAL Lower School Therapists
Imagine Swimming

Institute of Culinary Education
Island Weaves

Grace Kaynor

Joseph Kemp

Ronald Kremnitzer

Jennifer Lesczak

Kat Mannix

Major League Baseball
Margaritaville

Marlene Meyerson JCC Manhattan

Martin Schettini Fine Jewelry & Accessories New
York

McQueen Family

M) Levy Dickson

Moyer Jensen Family

Tracy Nixon

Jack Noseworthy

Last Week Tonight With John Oliver
Open Squash

Matt Parker

Chris Patregnani

Yako Prodis



GALA IN-KIND DONORS

Real McCoy Collectibles
Caitlin Remington

Alex Reznik

Russ & Daughters

Grazi Ruzzante

Jennifer Sanchez

Jamie Schmidt

Martin Schettini Fine Jewelry & Accessories New
York

Sotre - Grace Kaynor Designs
Colleen Tompkins

Weltmann Lighting

Brooke Wiese and Lucero Hernandez
Janet Wolfe

Ryan Zaccaro

Top, [-r: IDEAL co-founder Michelle Smith, Jane
Providenti, Tracy Nixon; middle: Mindy Scheier hugging
an IDEAL student; bottom: Alex Reznik

~

+
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ANNUAL FUND CONTRIBUTORS

Donations to The Annual Fund also include all contributions to the Faculty and Staff Gift Fund and the

Open Door Scholarship Fund.

Three Pillars Society
($25,000 and Up)
Anonymous

The Derfner Foundation

Jay and Tenealle Eisenhofer

Laura Fenton

Michael and Melot Lorch
Tracy Nixon

Poses Family Foundation

Mitch Rubin
and Audra Zuckerman

Michelle Smith
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Circle of Diversity
($10,000 to $24,999)
Anonymous

Anonymous

Jeremy Dobrick

David and Eimear Fischer

Sophia George-Joseph and
Adrian Joseph

Francena T. Harrison Foundation
Trust

Harmony Biosciences

Daniel and Stacy Kesten
Rachel and Rob McQueen
Emily Moyer and Eric Jensen
Alison and Stephan Nawrocki
Hannah and David Orowitz

Simons Foundation

Circle of Acceptance
($5,000 to $9,999)
Anonymous

Genevieve and Ryan Brown

John R. and Dorothy D. Caples
Fund

Rachel Adams and Jon Connolly
Jackie Eastwick

Betsy Haddad

Charlotte Howard

Stephen Kelly

Mark Koulogeorge

Margaret Lewis

LuMind Foundation

Mayerson and Associates
Jennifer Nettles

Max Pitman

Alec Sirken

Catherine and Phillip Summers
The Taft Foundation

Janet Wolfe



Circle of Excellence
($1,000 to $4,999)

Monica Adame and
Adrian Franco

Rebecca Alson-Milkman and
Craig Thomas

Joan and Nicholas Arata
Evan and Debbie Azriliant
Tanisha Baker

Peter Bates

Rich and Bob Bennis
Daniel Berger

Edward Bergman

George Bibb

Andrew Bowers

Maureen Cahill and Zesty Meyers
Kristine Champagne
Lawrence Christenson
Julie and Neal Farragher
Julissa Fajardo

Fat Cat Data Services

Bill Foley

Julia Gates

Rachel Giffen Sumner
Stephen and Sandra Greenberg
Lucy and Hector Guinness
Leslie Harwood

HG Capital

Tamara Hoover

Jesse Hotle

Christopher Huttleston
Sunitha Jasti

Graham Jenner Fund
Jonathan and Kelly John
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Henry Kim

Julie Kim and Sean Sylvis
Randall Klein

Bernard Kruger

Michael Kurtz

William and Elise Martin

Benjamin Marcovitz and
Meredith Summerville

Gary and Lilli Mayerson

The Michael Leavitt Charitable

Fund and Mr. Howard Matz
Patrick Persons

Alyssa Picchini Schaffer and
Evan Schaffer

Douglas Rachlin

Benjamin Reiter

Allison and David Sachs

lan Sandler

Craig R. Schaffer

Scott Scher

Douglas Schimmel

Barbara and Richard Schiffrin
Michael Shohet

Wendy Silverstein

Michael and Julie Solot
Matthew Steinberg

Ali and Ron Sussman

Steve Sussman

Schwab Charitable

Lisa and Steve Teixeira
Marianne Vita and Marcus Denne
Guus Warringa

James and Anne Williams

Gina Youmans
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ANNUAL FUND CONTRIBUTORS

Red and White
($500 to $999)

Lisa Aronson

Harriet Barovick and
Erika Ineson

Courtney and Bret Bowerman
Mark Brossman

Justine Buchanan

Margaret and Michael Conklin
Seth and Yana Coren
Samantha and Brady Clifford
Darren Check

Deutsche Bank Charities Aid
Foundation America

Rich DeVoe

Nigel Ekern

Carole Feinglass

Jodie and Ronald Fischer
Melissa Fullerton

Diana Gersten

Shelli Goldberg-Peck
Jeffrey Gordon

Alan Glatt

Gregory Harmon and
Jay Hoffman

Neena Heebink and
Jamie Schmidt

Arelis Henriquez

THE IDEAL SCHOOL OF MANHATTAN

Stephanie Johnson
Rezvan Kamalian
Brett Kane

Flavia Kawaja
Joe Klinker
Sasha Krasny
Elisabeth Krents
David Krieger
Mitchell Krieger
Spencer Krug
Allison Landon

David Ludwig and
Suzanne Metzger

Roosevelt and Paula Madison
Stacey McArdle

Diane McGarry

Kyle McGee

Heather McKellar

Eleni Metaxa and George Patras
Christine Mickletz

Emma Morlang

Scott Mustin

Gordon Novod

Daliz Perez-Cabezas and
Sam Byrd

Alexis and Eric Pederson

Ira M. Perlman

Adam Pomerantz

Larissa Regala and
Matthew Sloan

Robert D. Rosen
Patrick Rowan
Karen Rozencwaig
Bruce Sandys

Sandeep Sankarankutty and
Margarita Krupkina

Stephen M. Siderow
Daniel and Lauren Silvers
Roger Soderberg

Kristin Starr

Heath Stewart

Alfonso Vigliotti

Susan Wagner

Cara Waterson

Keith White

Maxim Yutsis



Idealists ($250 to $499)

Alexa Arata and
Matthew Eisenhofer

Lori and Kenny Bergman

Liana Burdman and
Boris Shapiro

Ann Marie Broughton
Lisa Butler

Chelsea Chapman
Brett Cohen

Kara Duncan

Aneta Dzakonski
Joshua Farkas

Mark Feinberg
Jennifer Ford
Vishelle Garcia

Britt-Louise Gilder and
Jamal Raghei

Mark and Stanley Green
Wayne S. Greenberg

Shari Grey

Stephen Hahn

Sean Handler

Erica Howard-Potter

Ann Jacobs

Lauretta and Michael Joseph
Joseph Kemp

Carline Lamour-Occean and
Guybeson Occean

Jonathan and Diane Mack

Megan Mack

Liz Matejka-Grossman
Bradford A. Miller
Debbie Morris

Michael Musuraca
Network for Good

Chad Newman

Ellen and John O’Malley

Nawal Otmane-Tani and
Ahmed Mitwali

Andrew Petitto

Lauvienska Polanco and
Nicolas Delsart

Wayne Purville
Iris and Brett Schultz
Craig Shapero

Hilary Smith and
Sam Riebesehl

Tamara Stack
Confesora Suriel

Jamie Thiessen and
JonAlf Dyrland-Weaver

Kumi Ueta
Yuliya Vernik
Thomas G. Waites

Hassan Yehia
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ANNUAL FUND CONTRIBUTORS

Pioneers (Up to $249)
Sharon Adams
Kathryn Alaimo

Colleen Alderson and
Enrique Arolas

Jermetra Allmon

Jermora Allmon

American Express Foundation
Nika Antuanette

Ceci Arana

Avraham Azuolay

Alexandra Baez

Richard Barbour

Michael Barry

Shika Barton

Christian Becker

Megan Benner

Joseph Bilello

BNY Mellon Community Impact
Stacey Boge

Moriam Bolaji

Lisa Brauner

Grace Brewster

Elizabeth Brizzolara and
Jeff Slack

Owen Brown

Garnett Burey
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Cristina and Michael Bushell
Alissa Campbell

Florencia Caceres Ferreira
Angelica Capistran

James Cerqua

Lisa Chau

Caroline Collins

Jameka Collins

Siri Comeau

Fatoumata Conde

Alef Davis

Shameen Daley

Braeden Dimitroff

Paula Dorinson

Moy Dorry

Claudette Druehl

Danielle Ducharme and
Fernando Torres

Jill Dunscomb

Kara Duncan
Latisha Elmes

Nigel Ekern

Kylie Elwood
Anthony Esposito
Maureen Ryan Fable
Emily Feldman

Tara Fersko

Rachael and Barlow Flores
Tanya Flowers

Cynthia Frazier

Desireh Garcia

Leon Geoxavier

Denise Gildea and Doron Peled
Amanda Graham

Damian and Nancy Griffin
David Gorman

Olav Haazen

Bernard A. Haas

Jennifer Haas-Lesczak

Kalemah Henderson and
Alwin Goodridge

Lucero Hernandez
Nina Heebink
Kathryn Helming
Stacey Hillman
Stephanie Hinkaty
Verkeya Holman
Lukas Holsberg
Nicole Hudson
Patrick Huang
Nina Johnson
Andrea Jones

Ann Jacobs

Saran Keita
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Granville Kaynor

Grace Williams Kaynor
Saran Keita

Andrew Kirwin

Ellie Kline

Juliana Klingel

Cathy Kohlasch

Kaelyn Kohlasch
Janet Lieberman

Ardis Lindley

Kyle Lippert

Lauren Lisbon

Marc Liu

Tanya and Gerard Looby
Rodney Lopez

Lauren Macchio
Kenneth Marable
Barry Marcus

Daniela Markowicz and

Earl Dwyer

Mildred Marmolejos-Dalmasi
and Ray Dalmasi

Stephen Martinelli
Jessica Martinez

Marjorie Mazer

Melissa and Shane McCrae
Arnelle McClendon
Michael McGarry

Megan McKiernan

William R. McGuinn
Janine Mejeur-Haas

David and Charity Mensah
Evan Meyers

James Mitchell

Renee Moore

Kara Morgan

Renee Morgan-Saks

Teresa Moriarty

Brittany Nicholas
Therese Nieves
Maria O'Brien
Matthew Parker
Mideyah Parker
Tom Patterson
Claudia Pavan
Nicole Pennant-Lindo
Olivia Perlmutter
Michael Perlmutter
Kevin Peterson
Mackenzie Peterson
Jack Peterson
Michael Perlmutter
Olivia Perlmutter
Nicole Philibert
Bhavna Purswani
Serena Purswani
Yako Prodis
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ANNUAL FUND CONTRIBUTORS

Pioneers (continued)
Troy Providenti
Neesha-Ann and Kurt Pryce
Jill Rafson

Emilee Rubin

Mia Salvemini

Jeffrey Sanders

Matt Sartwell

Mindy and Greg Scheier
Tysha Scott

Alison Sheehy

Samuel Shultz

Amy Shuman

Yamira Siu

Rosalie Small

Michelle Smawley
Judith Smith
Yanhong Song
Alexander Soto
Karen Spencer
Erica Stirling
Gordon Sumner
Eileen Thiessen
Cheryl Thomas
Peter Tedesco

Sam Toa
Dominique Teixeira
Lisa Evans Waters
Carol and Barrett Weeks

Rachel Weinberger

Sharon Weiss
Genielle Wieder
Michael Wiener
Brooke Wiese
Tar-kee Williams
Thomas Vos
Alianna Vasquez
Lafarren Washington
Vicki X

Yolanda Wyns
Ryan Zaccaro
Dariia Ziganshina

Adam Zotovich
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FAMILY GIVING BY GRADE

of fundraising into its budget, which to use when we reach beyond our community

virtually all independent schools do. We to institutional donors and seek grants. Small
can't reach our goals without financial support donation can lead to much larger amounts.
beyond tuition.

Each year, IDEAL builds a significant amount  families, faculty, and staff is a powerful tool

In 2024-25, family giving to the Annual Fund
We ask every community member to make a reached 87%, and faculty and staff giving reached
donation back to the school. We count every 94%. Six grades completed their 100% goal.
donor, no matter the amount they contributed,

with a goal of 100% participation. Donations to The Annual Fund also include

contributions to the Faculty and Staff Gift Fund
The importance of giving back financially to and the Open Door Scholarship Fund.
IDEAL is that a high donation percentage among

Family Giving Percentages by Grade

100% [ 100% 100% J§100% [§100%
92% 93%

75

50

25
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TRUSTEE FUNDRAISING INITIATIVES

hree fundraisers hosted
by IDEAL trustees and
their families raised

$89,602 for our school this year.

Evan Azriliant has been an
IDEAL trustee since the school’s
founding. He is a staunch
supporter of the school’s
mission, and an important

part of our Gala fundraising.

In July, 2024, Mr. Azriliant held
his annual Yale Club Cocktail
Reception fundraiser.

At the event, the 14th he has
hosted, Mr. Azriliant’s friends,
family, and IDEAL community
guests gathered for a fun evening
of cocktails and conversation and

raised $17,087 for our school.

Jane Providenti, mother of
Troy ‘21, was an IDEAL trustee
from 2019 to 2025, and Troy'’s
father, Anthony Providenti,
was a member of the Board
Advancement Committee.

For more than 20 years, the
Providenti family has held a
fundraiser in East Hampton

to raise money for LuMind,
which raises funds for Down
syndrome research and IDEAL,
recently adding several more
organizations. The annual
Summer Double Dip, a fun day
of swimming and mingling with
a basketball tournament, has

raised more than half a million
dollars over the years. This year,
the Summer Double Dip brought
$10,000 to IDEAL.

IDEAL co-founder and vice
president Mitch Rubin and his
son Max ‘18, brought back An
IDEAL Day of Golf this year.
Held at Siwanoy Country Club,
the event brings friends old
and new to the historic course
for 18 holes, lunch, dinner, and
cocktails with a live auction.
The event raised $62,515 this
year, and a highlight was fellow
trustee Michael Lorch and his
team bringing in the best score.
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

Building for Our Future

A capital campaign to fund IDEAL's next chapter at 5 Hanover Square

IDEAL is building its future in Lower Manhattan. The school’s building is so much more than a new
space. It symbolizes the power of IDEAL's mission and the potential for future growth. Your continued
support will help us reach our new home’s potential.

With an IDEAL foundation in place, we can continue to outfit and improve classrooms, athletic facilities,
and therapy suites, grow our programs and provide students with learning opportunities inside and
out of the classroom. The goal of the capital campaign is to raise $2 million over five years. Gifts can

be made all at once, or over the course of the campaign. See the next page for a list of donation and
naming opportunities.

The members of the IDEAL Capital Campaign Committee are happy to meet with you to discuss your
choice of naming opportunities and funding options.

Please reach out to any of the individuals listed below to make a gift to the capital campaign.

Jay Eisenhofer, President of the Board of Trustees, jeisenhofer@gelaw.com
Dan Kesten, Vice President of the Board of Trustees, dankesten@gmail.com
Alyssa Picchini Schaffer, Vice President of the Board of Trustees, , apicchinischaffer@gmail.com
Janet Wolfe, Head of School, jwolfe@theidealschool.org
Audra Zuckerman, Founder and Secretary of the Board of Trustees,
azuckerman@theidealschool.org
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WAYS TO GIVE TO THE IDEAL SCHOOL OF MANHATTAN

Cash Contributions, Checks, and Credit Cards

A gift of cash is the simplest and most efficient way to support The IDEAL School of Manhattan. Cash
donations are put to immediate use for programs, financial aid, salaries, professional development,
and other projects. Checks can be sent to the attention of CFO Margaret Conklin. Donations can be
made by credit card at www.theidealschool.org/giving or by contacting Margaret Conklin at 212-769-1699
or mconklin@theidealschool.org.

Matching Gifts

Your gift can be doubled if you are employed by one of the more than 1,000 businesses and companies
that match employees’ and retirees’ donations to nonprofit organizations. You can obtain the
appropriate forms from your company’s human resources department or corporate foundation and
forward them to IDEAL with your gift. You will receive credit for both the original gift and the matching
gift, and your employer will also be listed as a donor.

THE IDEAL SCHOOL OF MANHATTAN



Securities

Gifts of appreciated securities may enable the donor to take a tax deduction on the full value of the
gift and avoid capital gains on the transfer. In many cases, the actual cost to the donor is far less than
the value of the gift to the school. To make a gift of stock or for more information, please contact CFO
Margaret Conklin at 212-769-1699 or mconklin@theidealschool.org.

Planned Giving

Planned giving can offer many tax advantages for donors and their heirs by naming The IDEAL School
of Manhattan as a beneficiary of an estate, trust, or insurance policy, or by establishing a charitable
gift annuity. Prospective donors should seek the advice of an attorney since gifts of this kind require
variations to accommodate individual circumstances.

Gifts-In-Kind

Gifts-in-kind are tangible items, such as works of art, auction items, equipment, books, furniture,
real estate, and similar non-monetary contributions. A gift of tangible property may result in a tax
deduction for the donor.

There’s still time
to support IDEAL!
The fiscal year runs
from July 1-June 30.
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