LEWISTON-PORTER CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

2025 7610

Students

SUBJECT: SPECIAL EDUCATION: DISTRICT PLAN

A District plan shall be developed describing the Special Education program in the

District. The District plan shall include the following:

a)

b)

g)
h)

A description of the nature and scope of special education programs and services
currently available to students (including preschool students) residing in the District,
including but not limited to descriptions of the District's resource room programs and each
special class program provided by the District in terms of group size and composition.

Identification of the number and age span of students (school age and preschool) to be
served by type of disability and recommended setting.

The method to be used to evaluate the extent to which the objectives of the program have
been achieved.

A description of the policies and practices of the Board of Education to ensure the
allocation of appropriate space within the District for special education programs that meet
the needs of students and preschool children with disabilities.

A description of the policies and practices of the Board of Education to ensure that
appropriate space will be continually available to meet the needs of resident students and
preschool students with disabilities who attend special education programs provided by
Boards of Cooperative Educational Services.

A description of how the District intends to ensure that all instructional materials to be
used in the schools of the District will be made available in a usable alternative format for
each student with a disability at the same time as such instructional materials are available
to non-disabled students. The alternative format must meet the National Instructional
Materials Accessibility Standard defined in federal law.

The estimated budget to support such plan.
The date on which such plan was adopted by the Board.
A description of how the District plan is consistent with the special education space

requirements plan for the region as developed by the Board of Cooperative Educational
Services.

The District plan, with personally identifiable student information deleted, shall be filed and
available for public inspection and review by the Commissioner.

20 United States Code (USC) Section 1474(e)(3)(B)
8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations (NYCRR) Part155 and Section 200.2(c)(1)

Adoption Date:  12/15/2025

03/22/2021
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SUBJECT: CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

A child with a disability means a student under the age of twenty-two (22) who is entitled to
attend public schools and who, because of mental, physical or emotional reasons can only receive
appropriate educational opportunities from a program of special education. A child is not considered as
having a disability if his/her educational needs are due primarily to unfamiliarity with the English
language; environmental, cultural or economic factors; or lack of appropriate instruction in reading or
mathematics.

If the State Education Department finds that the District has inappropriate policies,
procedures or practices resulting in a significant disproportionality by race/ethnicity in the
suspension, identification, classification and/or placement of students with disabilities, the District
will ensure that it publicly reports on the subsequent revisions to those policies, procedures or
practices.

The Board recognizes the existence of individual differences in the intellectual, social, emotional
and physical development of children attending school in the District. In recognizing these differences
the Board supports a system of services offered in the least restrictive environment for children with
disabilities which includes:

a)  Not requiring any student to obtain a prescription for a drug or other substance identified
as a controlled substance by the federal Controlled Substances Act as a condition of
receiving services.

b) Education in regular classes with or without support services, education in a resource
room, education for part of the day in a special class, full time education in a special
class, home instruction and education in a residential setting.

c) Providing for the education of students with disabilities with non-disabled peers to the
extent appropriate.

d) Taking the following measurable steps to recruit, hire, train and retain highly qualified
personnel to provide special education programs and services:

Utilize established procedures for publication of all potential job openings;
Check credentials and requirements listed on applications;

Provide training sessions for interview committee;

Special Education teachers are required to have subject matter knowledge
appropriate to the level of instruction being provided; when teaching two (2) or
more core academic subjects exclusively to children with disabilities, the teacher
will meet the requirements of "highly qualified" per the Every Student Succeeds
Act (ESSA) and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of
2004 (IDEA) or demonstrate competence in all the core academic subjects taught
per state regulations.

5. Special education teachers and administrators are required to complete enhanced
training in the needs of autistic children.

b

Continued
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SUBJECT: CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

e) Establishing the following guidelines for the provision of appropriate
accommodations necessary to measure the academic achievement and functional
performance of the student in the administration of District-wide assessments:

1. Ensure that necessary accommodations are specified on individualized
education program (IEP) and implemented in accordance with the IEP;

2. Review the need for accommodations at Committee on Special
Education (CSE) evaluations/re-evaluations.

f) To the extent feasible, using universal design principles (defined as a concept or
philosophy for designing and delivering products and services that are usable by people
with the widest range of functional capabilities, which include products and services that
are directly usable without requiring assistive technologies and products and services
that are made usable with assistive technologies) in developing and administering
District-wide assessment programs by:

1. Addressing appropriate universal design principles in IEP;

2. Having the Library Media Specialist and/or Curriculum Coordinator keep Committee
on Special Education (CSE)/Committee on Preschool Special Education (CPSE)
apprised of available products and services utilizing universal design principles;

3. Ensuring that instructional materials and activities allow learning goals to be
achievable by individuals with wide differences in abilities;

4. Ensuring that flexible curricular materials and activities are built into the instructional
design and operating systems;

5. Ensuring that instruction is diversified to deliver the general education curriculum to
every student and diversify ways students may respond to that curriculum.

g) Consideration of the location of a school program(s) to a student's residence, before
placement into an educational program.

Continued
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SUBJECT: CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

h) Adoption of written policies and procedures ensuring that students with disabilities are
provided appropriate opportunities to earn a high school diploma in accordance with
Commissioner's Regulations.

1) Allocation of appropriate space within the District for special education programs that meet the
needs of students with disabilities.

j) Assurance that appropriate space will be available to meet the needs of resident students with
disabilities who attend special education programs provided by BOCES.

Provision of Special Education Services to Nonpublic School Students with Disabilities who are
Parentally Placed

The district of location is responsible for child find, including individual evaluations, Committee
on Special Education (CSE) meetings, provision of special education services, and due process to
parentally placed nonpublic school students attending nonpublic schools located in the geographic
region of the public school district.

These requirements only pertain to students with disabilities parentally placed in elementary and
secondary nonpublic schools, not to parental placements of preschool children with disabilities in private
day care or preschool programs; or to CSE placements of students with disabilities in approved private
schools, Special Act School Districts, State-supported or State-operated schools or to Charter schools.

The actual cost for Committee on Special Education (CSE) administration, evaluations and special
education services provided to a student with a disability who is a resident of New York State, but a
nonresident to the district of location, may be recovered from the student's school district of residence.
Because federal regulations require parental consent before any personally identifiable information
about the student relating to special education is shared between officials in the public school district of
location and officials in the public school district of residence, parent consent to share special education
information between the two public school districts is required before billing a district of residence for
the cost of special education services provided to the student by the district of location.

Parental consent must be obtained by the school district of location before any personally
identifiable information about the student is shared between officials in the public school district of

residence and officials in the public school district of location.

Continued
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SUBJECT: CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

The school district of location must consult with nonpublic school representatives and
representatives of parents of parentally placed nonpublic school students with disabilities enrolled in
nonpublic elementary and secondary schools located within the boundaries of the school district. The
school district must engage in consultation regarding the child find process and services generally;
consultation is not specific to individual students. Individual services are determined by the CSE.

The consultation process must be timely and meaningful and include discussion of:
a)  Child Find;
b)  Provision of Special Education Services; and ¢) Use of Federal Funds.

The school district of location must provide, as appropriate, special education services to an
eligible student who legally resides in another state and who is parentally placed in a nonpublic school
located in New York State. The services to be provided to out of state students must be documented on
a services plan that is developed by the CSE of the district of location. The services plan is the written
plan that describes the specific special education and related service that the district of location will
provide to the student consistent with the services that the school district of location has determined
through the consultation process and in relation to the proportionate shares of federal IDEA Part B
dollars, to be provided to the student.

Tuition Reimbursement Claims for Disabled Nonpublic School Students

The parent must comply with the IDEA's pre-hearing notice requirement for tuition
reimbursement claims. Specifically, the IDEA directs that at least ten (10) business days before
submitting a request for an impartial due process hearing for tuition reimbursement, the parent must
give the district written notice of intent to enroll the child in private school at public expense. The
purpose of this requirement is to give the public school district's CSE the opportunity to meet and
develop a new IEP for the student that addresses the parent's concerns. A parent who does not provide
such written notice within ten (10) days may have his request for reimbursement reduced or denied. In
most cases, a parent's failure to satisfy these notice requirements is a complete bar to recovery.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004, Public Law 108-446 Sections 612 and 614

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20 United States Code (USC) Section 1400 et seq.

20 United States Code (USC) Section 9101(23), 21 United States Code (USC) Section 812(c)

34 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 300, Education Law Sections 3004(4), 3004(5), 3208, 3242,

3602-c, 4401-4407 and 4410-6, 8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations (NYCRR), Sections 52.21, 57-3, 100.5, 100.9,
177.2,200.2(b), 200.2(c)(2)(v), 200.4(e)(9) and 200.6(a)(1)

NOTE: Refer also to Policy #7615 - Least Restrictive Environment

Adoption Date: 12/15/2025
03/22/2021
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SUBJECT: GROUPING BY SIMILARITY OF NEEDS

The Board will provide appropriate special education and related services to students with
disabilities. For those students for whom an appropriate education requires that they be placed together
for purposes of special education, the following guidelines shall apply:

a)

b)

g)

h)

That each student with a disability shall be identified, evaluated and placed as determined by
the Committee on Special Education (CSE).

The CSE shall determine written goals, including academic and functional goals, for each
student with a disability by considering the special and individual needs of each student with a
disability. Short-term instructional objectives and/or benchmarks will be created for each
preschool student with a disability and for students who take New York State alternate
assessments.

The CSE shall recommend to the Board appropriate educational programs and services for
each student with a disability based upon the CSE evaluation.

The CSE shall provide information to those teachers and professionals who arrange
instructional groups for students with disabilities. Information shall include physical,
psychological and social information as well as achievement test results.

The curriculum and instruction provided to students with disabilities who are grouped by
similarity of needs shall be consistent with the individual needs of each student in the group.

Students with disabilities may be grouped according to:

(1) Academic achievement, functional performance and learning characteristics;
(2) Social development;

(3) Physical development; and

(4) Management needs.

When grouping students by similarity of needs, the social needs or physical development of a
student shall not be the sole determinant for placement of a student in a special education
program.

The management needs of such students may vary, provided that environmental
modifications, adaptations, or human or material resources required to meet the needs of any
one student in the group are provided and do not consistently detract from the opportunities
of other students in the group to benefit from instruction.

8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations (NYCRR) Sections
200.2(b)(3) and 200.6(a)(3)

Adoption Date: 12/15/2025

03/22/2021
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SUBJECT: THE ROLE OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION IN IMPLEMENTING A
STUDENT'S INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM

The Board shall establish at least one Committee on Special Education (CSE) and one Committee
on Preschool Special Education (CSPE.) The Board shall also establish, as necessary, Subcommittees
on Special Education to ensure timely evaluation and placement of students with disabilities.

Committee on Special Education

The Board shall, upon completion of its review of the recommendations of the CSE, arrange for
the appropriate special education programs and services to be provided to a student with a disability.
The Board shall notify the parent/guardian of its action in accordance with federal and state law and
regulations.

For a student not previously identified as having a disability, the CSE shall provide a
recommendation to the Board which shall arrange for the appropriate special education programs and
services to be provided within sixty (60) school days of the date of receipt of consent to evaluate. For a
student with a disability referred for review, a recommendation shall be provided to the Board which
shall arrange for the appropriate special education programs and services to be provided within sixty
(60) school days of the referral for review. However, if such recommendation of the CSE is for
placement in an approved in-state or out-of-state private school, the Board shall arrange for such special
education programs and services for students with disabilities within thirty (30) days of the Board's
receipt of the recommendation of the CSE.

If on review of the recommendation of the CSE, the Board of Education disagrees with such
recommendation, the Board shall follow one of the following procedures:

a) The Board may remand the recommendation to the CSE with a statement of the Board's
objections or concerns and a request that a timely meeting be held to review and consider
such objections or concerns. The CSE shall consider the Board's objections or concerns,
revise the [EP where appropriate, and resubmit a recommendation to the Board. If the Board
continues to disagree with the recommendation of the CSE, the Board may continue to
remand the recommendation to the original committee for additional reviews of its objections
or concerns, or establish a second CSE to develop a new recommendation in accordance with
the following paragraph, provided that the Board arranges for the programs and services in
accordance with the student's IEP within the timelines as outlined above; or, in the
alternative,

Continued
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SUBJECT: THE ROLE OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION IN IMPLEMENTING A
STUDENT'S INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM

b) The Board may establish a second CSE to develop a new recommendation for the student.
If the Board disagrees with such new recommendation, the Board may remand the
recommendation to the second CSE with a statement of the Board's objections or concerns
and a request that a timely meeting be held to review and consider such objections or
concerns. The second CSE shall consider the Board's objections or concerns, revise the IEP
where appropriate, and resubmit a recommendation to the Board. If the Board continues to
disagree with the recommendation of the second CSE, the Board may continue to remand
the recommendation for additional reviews of its objections or concerns by the second CSE,
provided that the Board arranges for the programs and services in accordance with the
student's IEP, as developed by the second CSE, within the timelines as outlined above.

Pursuant to Commissioner's Regulations, the Board may not select the recommendation of the
original CSE once it has established a second CSE.

The Board shall provide the student's parents/guardians with written notice and a copy of the
statement of its objections or concerns and notice of due process rights in accordance with Section 200.5
of the Regulations of the Commissioner.

Committee on Preschool Special Education

Upon receipt of the recommendation of the Committee on Preschool Special Education (CPSE),
the Board shall arrange for the preschool student with a disability to receive such appropriate programs
and services in accordance with the student's IEP, commencing with the July, September or January
starting date for the approved program, unless such services are recommended by the CPSE less than
thirty (30) school days prior to, or after, the appropriate starting date selected for the preschool student
with a disability; in that case, such services shall be provided no later than thirty (30) days from the
recommendation of the CPSE.

If the Board disagrees with the recommendation of the CPSE, the Board shall send the
recommendation back to the CPSE with notice of the need to schedule a timely meeting to review the
Board's concerns and to revise the IEP as deemed appropriate. The Board shall provide such notice as
required by federal and state law and regulations.

Subcommittee on Special Education

The number of Subcommittees on Special Education will be determined by the CSE and the CSE
will be responsible for the oversight and monitoring of the activities of each subcommittee to assure
compliance with the requirements of applicable state and federal laws and regulations.

Continued
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SUBJECT: THE ROLE OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION IN IMPLEMENTING A
STUDENT'S INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM

Each Subcommittee may perform the functions for which the CSE is responsible, except:
a)  When a student is considered for initial placement in a special class; or

b)  When a student is considered for initial placement in a special class outside of the student's
school of attendance; or

c) When a student is considered for placements in a school primarily serving students with
disabilities or a school outside the District.

Subcommittees shall report annually to the CSE regarding the status of each student with a
disability within its jurisdiction. Upon receipt of a written request from the parent or person in parental
relation to a student, the Subcommittee shall refer to the CSE any matter in which the parent disagrees
with the Subcommittee's recommendation concerning a modification or change in the identification,
evaluation, educational placement or provision of a free appropriate education to the student.

Education Law Sections 4402 and 4410, 8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations (NYCRR)
Sections 200.2(d)(1), 200.4(c), 200.4(d), 200.5 and 200.16(e)

NOTE: Refer also to Policies #7631 - Appointment and Training of Committee on Special
Education (CSE)/Subcommittee on Special Education
Members

#7632 - Appointment and Training of Committee on Preschool
Special Education (CPSE) Members

Adoption Date: 12/15/2025
03/22/2021
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SUBJECT: PRESCHOOL SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

The Board recognizes the need for educational programs for three (3) and four (4) year old children
with disabilities and directs that administrative practices and procedures be developed to:

a)  Ensure the timely evaluation and placement of each preschool child with a disability residing
in the District so the child has the opportunity to participate in preschool programs.

b) Establish a Committee on Preschool Special Education (CPSE) which shall be comprised in
accordance with applicable federal and state law and regulation.

c) Ensure that parents have received and understand the request for consent for evaluation and
re-evaluation of a preschool aged child.

Evaluations for Preschool Children with Disabilities

The District is required to collect entry assessment data in the three (3) outcome areas on all
preschool children who receive an initial evaluation. As currently required by Commissioner's
Regulation Section 200.5, a parent must be fully informed about the proposed initial evaluation and
must provide consent for an initial evaluation. This would include a description of the proposed
evaluation.

The CPSE will receive entry-level assessment results in the three (3) outcome areas from approved
preschool evaluators conducting initial evaluations on all preschool children suspected of having
disabilities. The CPSE will then meet to determine the child's eligibility for preschool education
programs and/or services and complete the Child Outcomes Summary Form to determine the child's
entry level of functioning in the three (3) outcome areas for all preschool children evaluated and found
to be eligible. The form is be kept in the student's record until the exit assessment information is due as
a way to summarize complex assessment information in a format so that the data can be aggregated and
reported to the State Education Department (SED).

If the committee recommends placing a child in an approved program that also conducted an
evaluation of such child, it shall indicate in writing that such placement is an appropriate one for the
child. In addition, the committee shall provide notice to the Commissioner of such recommendation.

Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA), 20 USC Section 1400 et seq.
Education Law Section 4410
8 NYCRR Sections 200.2(b)(2), 200.2(b)(5) and 200.5

NOTE: Refer also to Policy #7632 - Appointment and Training of Committee on Preschool
Special Education (CPSE) Members

Adoption Date:  12/15/2025
03/22/2021
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SUBJECT: LEAST RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT

Least restrictive environment means that placement of students with disabilities in special classes,
separate schools or other removal from the regular educational environment occurs only when the nature
or severity of the disability is such that even with use of supplementary aids and services, education in
regular classes cannot be satisfactorily achieved. The placement of an individual student with a disability
in the least restrictive environment shall:

a) Provide the special education and related services, as well as supplementary aids and
services, needed by the student. The term "related services" does not include a medical
device that is implanted, the optimization of the device's functioning (e.g., mapping),
maintenance of, or the replacement of such device;

b) Provide for education of the student to the maximum extent appropriate to the needs of the
student with other students who do not have disabilities; and

c) Beas close as possible to the student's home.

The District has an obligation, pursuant to law and regulation, to educate students with disabilities
in the least restrictive environment. The District shall ensure that:

a) Placement is based on the student’s individualized education program and determined at least
annually;

b) Placement is as close as possible to the student’s home, and unless the student’s
individualized education plan requires some other arrangement, the student shall be educated
in the school he/she would have attended if not disabled;

c) In selecting the least restrictive environment, consideration will be given to any potential
harmful effect on the student or on the quality of services that he/she needs; and

d) A student with a disability will not be removed from education in age-appropriate regular
classrooms solely because of needed modifications in the general education curriculum.

The District shall ensure that a continuum of alternative placements, in accordance with law and/or
regulation, will be available to meet the needs of students with disabilities for special education and
related services. To enable students with disabilities to be educated with nondisabled students to the
maximum extent appropriate, specially designed instruction and supplementary services may be
provided in the regular class. Such services may include, but are not limited to, consultant teacher
services and other group or individual supplemental or direct special education instruction.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20 United States Code (USC) Section 1400 et seq.

34 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 300, Education Law Sections 4401-4410-a

8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations (NYCRR).Sections 100.5, 100.9, 200.1(cc), 200.1(qq), 200.2(b),
200.4 and 200.6

Adoption Date: 12/15/2025
03/22/2021
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SUBJECT: PREREFERRAL INTERVENTION STRATEGIES IN GENERAL EDUCATION
(PRIOR TO A REFERRAL FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION)

The District will implement school-wide approaches and prereferral interventions in order to
remediate a student's performance within the general education setting prior to referral to the Committee
on Special Education (CSE). The determination of prevention and prereferral intervention strategies or
services will take into consideration the student's strengths, environment, social history, language, and
cultural diversity, in addition to the teacher's concerns. The District may also provide a Response to
Intervention (Rtl) program to eligible students that is developed in accordance with Commissioner's
regulations as part of its school-wide approach to improve a student's academic performance prior to a
referral for special education.

The provision of programs and/or services for students starts with consideration and
implementation of instruction in the general education curriculum, with appropriate supports, or
modifications as may be necessary. In implementing prereferral intervention strategies, the District may
utilize resources or strategies already in place for qualified students including, but not limited to, services
available through Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and Academic Intervention Services
(AIS) as defined in Education Law and/or Commissioner's regulations. The District will ensure that
there is a system in place, with qualified, appropriately certified personnel, for developing,
implementing, and evaluating prereferral intervention strategies.

If a student is identified as needing additional instructional support, the District will establish
formal Instructional Support Teams (ISTs) in accordance with law, regulations, and District guidelines,
as may be applicable, to review information from the student's work, screenings, and assessments. The
IST will include representatives from general and special education as well as other disciplines and
include individuals with classroom experience, who may then recommend which type of instructional
support the student requires and the frequency with which he or she should receive these services or
supports. The building administrator will further ensure that all staff are familiar with intervention
procedures and procedures for operating an IST. Parents or persons in parental relation to students will
be involved in developing prereferral strategies to address the educational needs of the child.
Additionally, the District will seek collaboration between outside agencies and the school prior to a
referral of the student to the CSE in order to address necessary student support services.

District administration will also ensure that opportunities exist for collaboration between general
educators and special educators, and that consultation and support are available to teachers and other
school personnel to assist parents or persons in parental relation to students and teachers in exploring
alternative approaches for meeting the individual needs of any student prior to formal referral for special
education.

Prereferral/Intervention Instructional Support Plans will be designed so as to set forth proactive
strategies to meet the broad range of individual student needs and to improve student performance.
Prereferral/Intervention strategies and/or Instructional Support Plans will be reviewed and evaluated to
determine their effectiveness and modified as appropriate. Appropriate documentation of the prevention
and/or intervention strategies implemented will be maintained.

Continued
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SUBJECT: PREREFERRAL INTERVENTION STRATEGIES IN GENERAL
EDUCATION (PRIOR TO A REFERRAL FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION)

If a referral is made to the CSE during the course of implementing prereferral/intervention
instructional support services, the CSE is obligated to fulfill its duties and functions, and must meet
mandatory time lines in evaluating the student for special education services and implementation of
an individualized education program (IEP), if applicable.

Academic Intervention Services

The Board will provide to students at risk of not achieving state standards with AIS. AIS
means additional instruction which supplements the instruction provided in the general education
curriculum and assists students in meeting those state learning standards as defined in
Commissioner's regulations and/or student support services which may include guidance,
counseling, attendance, and study skills which are needed to support improved academic
performance. The District will identify students to receive AIS through a two-step identification
process set forth in Commissioner's regulations.

The District will provide AIS to students who are limited English proficient and are
determined, through uniformly applied District-developed procedures, to be at risk of not achieving
state learning standards in English language arts, mathematics, social studies and/or science, through
English or the student's native language.

The District has developed a description of the AIS offered to grades K through 12 students in
need of these services. The description includes any variations in services in schools within the
District and specifically sets forth:

a)  The District-wide procedure(s) used to determine the need for AIS;

b) Academic intervention instructional and/or student support services to be provided;

¢)  Whether instructional services and/or student support services are offered during the
regular school day or during an extended school day or year; and

d)  The criteria for ending services, including, if appropriate, performance levels that
students must obtain on District-selected assessments.

The District will review and revise this description every two years based on student
performance results.

Parental Notification

a) Commencement of Services: Parents or persons in parental relation to a student who
has been determined to need AIS will be notified in writing by the building principal. This
notice will be provided in English and translated into the parent's native language or
mode of communication, as necessary. The notice will also include a summary of the
AIS to be provided to the student, why the student requires these services, and the
consequences of not achieving expected performance levels.

Continued
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SUBJECT: PREREFERRAL INTERVENTION STRATEGIES
(PRIOR TO A REFERRAL FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION)

b) Ending of AIS: Parents or persons in parental relation will be notified in writing when
AIS is no longer needed. This notice will be provided in English and translated to the
parent's native language or mode of communication, as necessary.

Parents will be provided with ongoing opportunities to consult with the student's teachers and
other professional staff providing AIS, receive reports on the student's progress, and information on
ways to work with their child to improve achievement.

§ 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 USC § 794 et seq.

Education Law §§ 3602, 4401, and 4401-a

8 NYCRR §§ 100.1(g), 100.1(p), 100.1(r), 100.1(s), 100.1(t), 100.2(v), 100.2(dd)(4), 100.2(ee),
200.2(b)(7), 200.4(a)(2), 200.4(a)(9); 200.4(c), and Part 154

Adoption Date: 12/15/2025
03/22/2021
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SUBJECT: DECLASSIFICATION OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

The School District shall establish and implement a plan for the appropriate declassification of
students with disabilities which must include:

a)  The regular consideration for declassifying students when appropriate;
b) A reevaluation of the student prior to declassification; and

c¢) The provision of educational and support services to the student upon declassification.

Eligibility Determinations

The School District must evaluate a student with a disability prior to determining that a student is
no longer a student with a disability as defined in accordance with Commissioner's Regulations, and the
District shall provide a copy of the evaluation report and the documentation of eligibility to the student's
parent at no cost to the parent. The results of any reevaluations must be addressed by the Committee on
Special Education (CSE) in a meeting to review and, as appropriate, revise the student's individualized
education program (IEP).

Prior to the reevaluation, the School District shall obtain informed written parental consent unless
otherwise authorized pursuant to law and/or regulation. Parental consent need not be obtained if the
District can demonstrate that it has taken reasonable measures to obtain that consent, and the student's
parents fail to respond. The District must have a record of its attempts to obtain parental consent. Should
the student's parents refuse consent for the reevaluation, the District may continue to pursue the
reevaluation by using mediation and/or due process procedures.

The District shall take whatever action is necessary to ensure that the parent understands the
proceedings at the meeting of the CSE, including arranging for an interpreter for parents with deafness
or whose native language is other than English.

Graduation/Aging Out

The District is not required to conduct a reevaluation of a student before the termination of a
student's eligibility due to graduation with a local high school or Regents diploma or exceeding the age
eligibility for a free appropriate public education. However, the District must provide the student with a
summary (Student Exit Summary see website: www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/idea/studentexit.htm) of
the student's academic achievement and functional performance, including recommendations on how to
assist the student in meeting his/her post secondary goals. In addition, parents must receive prior written
notice indicating that the student is not eligible to receive a free appropriate public education after
graduation with the receipt of the local high school or Regents diploma.

In accordance with Commissioner's Regulations, before a student's graduation from high school
with a Skills and Achievement (SA) Commencement Credential or Career Development and
Occupational Studies Commencement Credential (CDOS), parents must receive prior written notice
indicating that the student continues to be eligible for a free appropriate public education until the end
of the school year in which the student turns twenty-two (22) or until receipt of a regular high school
diploma. However, New York State Law does not grant a child who has reached the age of majority all
rights previously granted to parents under IDEA.

Continued
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Recommendation for Declassification

If the student has been receiving special education services, but it is determined by CSE
that the student no longer needs special education services and can be placed in a regular
educational program on a full-time basis, the recommendation shall:

a) Identify the declassification support services, if any, to be provided to the student; and/or the
student's teachers; and

b) Indicate the projected date of initiation of such services, the frequency of provision of such
services, and the duration of these services, provided that such services shall not continue for
more than one (1) year after the student enters the full-time regular education program.

Declassification Support Services

Declassification support services means those services provided to the student or the
student's teacher(s) to aid in the student's transition from special education to full-time regular
education. These services are provided by persons certified or licensed in the appropriate area
of service pursuant to Commissioner's Regulations Part 80. Such services include:

a)  For the student: psychological services, social work services, speech and language
improvement services, non-career counsehng, and other appropriate support services; and

b)  For the student's teacher(s) the assistance of supplementary school personnel and
consultations with appropriate personnel.

When appropriate, the District shall provide declassification support services to students who
have moved from special education to a full-time regular educational program in accordance with
the recommendation of the CSE.

Procedural Safeguards Notice

The District shall use the procedural safeguards notice prescribed by the Commissioner of
Education. The District will further ensure that the procedural safeguards notice is provided in the
native language of the parent or other mode of communication used by the parent, unless it is
clearly not feasible to do so. If the native language or other mode of communication of the parent
is not a written language, the District shall take steps to ensure that the notice is translated orally
or by other means to the parent in his/her native language or other mode of communication; that
the parent understands the content of the notice; and that there is written evidence that all due
process procedures, pursuant to law and/or regulation, have been met.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 [Public Law 108-

446] Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20 USC Section 1400 et seq.34 CFR
Part 300 Education Law Sections 4401-4410-a, 8 NYCRR Sections 100.2(u), 100.6,
200.1(000), 200.2(b)(8),

200.4(b)(4), 200.4(b)(5), 200.4(c)(3), 200.4(c)(4), 200.4(d)(1) and 200.5(a)

NOTE:  Refer also to Policy #7641 - Transition Services
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