

















On Friday, June 23, 1910, President William Taft delivered
a speech to a crowd gathered in Fall Rivers South Park for the
‘ city's Cotton Centennial, a celebration of 100 years of the textile
industry in the city. The president specifically commended
| the city:
| I congratulate yvou for being able to live in a State where

there are textile schools and where I understand one-sixth
of vour textile workers go.

L o I congratulate you that you have such a school which gives

President Tafi visits Fall River educations so that the business can not (sic) go elsewhere
seeking greater skill.

President Taft's remarks described only the tip of the iceberg conceming Fall Rivers educational
prowess at the start of the twentieth-century. Since the mid-1800s, Fall River had been a leader in
developing free public schools. It was the first city in Massachusetts to provide free books and supplies to
its publ school stuctents (doing this in 1874, a full ten years before required to do so by the state) and
also hi: "~ a free public - rary with over 70,000 volumes. It boasted the opulent, new B. M. C. Durfee High
Schoc: 3 well as il 2w Textile School alluded to and later toured by President Taft In the 1911
edition of "Fall River iviassachusetts, A City of Opportunity” the school system was described as
"thoroughly progressive,” with schools that were "expensive, modern and model specimens of school
architecture..second to those of no city in the land.”

What no one knew however, was that in the following year the newest jewel in Fall Rivers
educational crown would soon be founded, nestled in the basement of a public grammar school, the
brain child of none other than a visionary Episcopalian clergyman by the name of John Byron Diman.
However, before detailing Rev. Diman's efforts in the creation of the school that is the present day Diman
Regional Vocational Technical High School, it is necessary to briefly touch upon the unique relationship
between education and industry in Massachusetts.

After holding public hearings in industrial towns and cities including Fall River, the Commonwealth

of Massachusetts published in 1906 the "Report of the Commission on Industrial and Technical
Education.” The report found the following in part:

The Commission was told at almost every hearing that in many industries the processes of
manufacture and construction are made more difficult and more expensive by a lack of
skilled workmen. This lack is not chiefly a want of manual dexterity, though such a want
is common, but a want of what may be called industrial intelligence. By this is meant
mental power to see beyond the task which occupies the hands for the moment to the







Rev. Diman’s representative indlicated that Rev. Diman would provide funding for a new manual training
school in the city:

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, That I John B.
Diman, of Newport, County of Newport, and State of Rhode
Island, being interested in the subject of Industrial Training
and in consideration of the faithful performance of the terms
and conditions herein contained, do hereby give, grant. set
over and deliver unto the city of Fall River, a municipal
corporation located in Massachusetts the sum of Twenty-Five
Hundred (82,500.00) Dollars upon the following terms and
conditions. That the School Committee of said City of
Fall River shall provide for the establishment and
maintenance of a part-time Vocational Class in
Industrial training: that said appoint a teacher or
teachers, which appointment shall be subject to my
approval; that the expense of equipment, salary of
teacher or teachers, and all other expense incurred in the
maintenance of said class up to August 1, 1913, shall be
pai-ifrom the said sum of Twenty-Five Hundred
(S 790.00) Do -~ upon an order of the Chairman of
the . hool Co - aiee drawn upon the City Treasurer,
aic. udited by City Auditor. That any balance of Photo (above) and Signature Image
said sum of Tweniy-Five Hundred ($2,500.00) Dollars thelow) Courtesy of the Tavener Archives
. . and Special Collections,
remaining unexpended after September 1, 1913, shall St. George's Sehool,
revert to said John B. Diman, his exccutors,
administrators, or assigns.
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Rev. Diman's involvment dic not end with his gift. Diman personally met with mill owners in Fall
River to obtain permission to "allow boys who had not had opportunities for such training. time to attend
classes while still forced to support themselves by working in the factories.” Labor organizations initially
hac some misapprehensions about the proposed manual training schools. The initial "Report of the
Commission on Incustrial and Technical Eductation” noted the following:

The Commission carly became aware that its purpose and work encountered the suspicion and
hostility of many of the labor unions of the State.... The opposition to such schools is based on
the fear that they would furnish workmen in numbers sufficiently large to affect the labor
market, and bring about a lowering of wages.

These schools are also opposed on the ground that they might furnish workmen ready to take
the place of union men during the existence of a strike. "Scab hatcheries™ is the significant term
by which such schools are characterized.


















Fall River and Diman leadership continued to press for a larger school building, more teachers, and
more offerings, but the economic realities of the decade prevented many of these improvements from
happening. Despite this, Diman was often praised in contemporary reports and media coverage during
these years. The report “Public Education and Public Finance in The City of Fall River” from The
Educational Record (1933), included a notation that “The Vocational School is just as dignified and
respectable a member of the educational family as is the high school" and ‘the work at The Diman
Vocational School is excellent” In the Annual Report of The Public Schools of The City of Fall River (1937),
Diman was justifiably called "the Cinderella of our system.” It was even able to reduce municipal costs by
building benches for the public library, forty easels for the public schools, and by working on a variety of
automobiles “from Packards to Fords."

One interesting occasion was the Diman commencement speech given to the 1936 graduates by
Father Diman, the founder of the school back in 1912. Father Diman had since converted to Catholicism
and had founded the Portsmouth Priory and its related school, where he was headmaster in 1936.

Throughout the 1930s, there was a consistent call to designate Diman as a high school. Until this
time, Diman had accepted students before the completion of their 8th grade year and offered a certificate
to graduates that was similiar to a high school diploma. but was not designated by the School Commitee
or State Gove -'ment. In 1734, the survey commission on Fall River Public Schools also recommended that
Diman be r  w2d with  +iee if "room may be found for the shops needed following the occupational
survey.” Din- 3 contiti 1 existence is proof that such a merger never took place.

Fredc. + H. Runclzli continued in his capacity as the director of Diman throughout the 1930s.
Reporting in 1935, Director Rundall noted that according to “figures released by the Vocational Division of
the State Board of Education.[they] gave our school the highest percentage of [graduate placements] of
any school in the state.” The success of Diman's graduates helped to bolster the argument for a larger
physical plant, which would finally be built as the new decade began.

The decade of the 1940s would be a period of rapid growth for Diman. It was also a period of
national crisis, with the United States engaged in a two-front war and the civilian population of our country
thrust into the war effort. It was during this time of upheaval that Diman received official recognition by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts as a high school that could award diplomas. The City of Fall River had
been advocating for continued growth of the school, both in enrollment and in resources, and the
relocation of Diman to the Hartwell Street location allowed both of these goals to come to fruition. Diman
also proved her worth to her home community by training over one thousand citizens for participation in
related war industries during the Second World War. Indeed, the school was cited by James Forrestal,







































































































































































































































































































