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A Message from the Superintendent

As we celebrate the Centennial Anniversary of Diman Regional Vocational Technical 

High School and exchange memories and experiences, it is important for us to reflect upon 

Diman’s legacy.

Our founder and namesake was the Very Reverend Dorn John Hugh Diman. An 

educational pioneer, who founded two schools in addition to the one in Fall River. Father 

Diman recognized the need for quality education for the sons of working class people. In 

1912, he began the program that would evolve into the Diman Regional Vocational High 

School; twelve boys in a woodworking shop in the basement of the McDonough School. 

Thirty years later, the Diman Vocational School was located on Hartwell Street and had 

grown to 500 '' )ys. The Girls Division opened in the N. B. Borden School in 1942. Twenty 

years later. It 'reatt-' Fall River Vocational School District was established and a building 

committee fo -d. 1 'ugh the work of that committee and the commitment of the 

communities. i e Dim, Regional Vocational Technical High School opened its doors to 

boys in 1968 and began admitting girls in 1973.

Due to the vision and efforts of the Very Reverend Dom John Hugh Diman and many 

other talented educators and supporters, the Diman Vocational School for boys soon 

became what is now known as Diman Regional Vocational Technical High School. Serving 

the communities of Fall River, Somerset, Swansea, and Westport, it is co-educational and 

has an enrollment of over 1,350 students, offering very strong academic and vocational 

educational programs to all. Graduates leave Diman ready to enter careers in their trades 

and prepare for college. Over the past 100 years, Diman has built a reputation for 

educational excellence and is recognized throughout the region and the state.

As we celebrate and reflect, it is incumbent upon us to renew our commitment to 

continuing, expanding, and improving vocational education opportunities for our students. 

We must continue to “develop the unique potential of each learner" and prepare them for 

success in the 21 si eenluryi



The Beginning



President Taji visits Pali River

On Friday, June 23, 1910, President William Taft delivered 

a speech to a crowd gathered in Fall River's South Park for the 

city’s Cotton Centennial, a celebration of 100 years of the textile 

industry in the city. The president specifically commended 

the city:

I congratulate you for being able to live in a State where 
there are textile schools and where I understand one-sixth 
of your textile workers go.
I congratulate you that you have such a school which gives 
educations so that the business can not (sic) go elsewhere 
seeking greater skill.

President Taft's remarks described only the tip of the iceberg concerning Fall River's educational 

prowess at the start of the twentieth-century. Since the mid-1800s, Fall River had been a leader in 

developing free public schools. It was the first city in Massachusetts to provide free books and supplies to 
its publ'c school students (doing this in 1874, a full ten years before required to do so by the state) and 

also h;: a free public • .-rary with over 70,000 volumes. It boasted the opulent, new B. M. C. Durfee High 

Schoo: .-5 well as tl>? .ew Textile School alluded to and later toured by President Taft In the 1911 

edition of "Fall River Massachusetts, A City of Opportunity," the school system was described as 

"thoroughly progressive," with schools that were "expensive, modern and model specimens of school 

architecture...second to those of no city in the land."

What no one knew however, was that in the following year the newest jewel in Fall River's 

educational crown would soon be founded, nestled in the basement of a public grammar school, the 

brain child of none other than a visionary Episcopalian clergyman by the name of John Byron Diman. 

However, before detailing Rev. Diman’s efforts in the creation of the school that is the present day Diman 

Regional Vocational Technical High School, it is necessaty to briefly touch upon the unique relationship 

between education and industry in Massachusetts.

After holding public hearings in industrial towns and cities including Fall River, the Commonwealth 

of Massachusetts published in 1906 the "Report of the Commission on Industrial and Technical 

Education." The report found the following in part:

The Commission wa.s told at almost every hearing that in many industries the processes of 
manufacture and construction are made more difficult and more expensive by a lack of 
skilled workmen. Thi.s lack is not chiefly a want of manual dexterity, though such a want 
is common, but a want of what may be called industrial intelligence. By this is meant 
mental power to see beyond the task which occupies the hands for the moment to the
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REPORT

or

THE COMMISSION

ox

Industbial and Technical
Education.

Submitted ih Accobdxkce with Resolve ippsoved 

Mat 24, 1905.

operuiion.s which hove preceded and to those which 
will follow it, (■) power to ittke in the whole process, 
knowledge ofniuteriuls, ideus of cost, ide(t,s of 
orgunizdtion, hnsiness sense, and u conscience 
which recognizes ohligations,

Afuittildctnrer.s- conjidently helieve that a 
SYstein pfindtistrittl edneation wisely planned would 
tend tt) develop stich inteiiigence, while it increased 
technical skill,,. The Connnission iiv/.v nutde aware 
of a growing jeeling of iitadetpiucy of the e.xisting 
ptiblic school system to meet jtilly the need of 
modern industrial ami socicti conditions. The 
opinion was e.xpressed by nitiny spcttkers that the 
schools are too e.xcinsiveiy literary in their spirit, 
scope, and methods.

The report went on to recommend the creation of independent public industrial schools 

to aid both individuals and local manufacturers through the developmeni and nuhuring of this industrial 

intelligence.

The goals of the Commission report were akin to the educational i 'Osor of John Diman. It was 

an ambitious young Diman who in 1896 had founded what was to becc v the , jsent day St. George's 

School in Newport. Rhode Island. Rev. Diman's reputation as headmaste: grew, and the boarding school 

became popular with affluent families from Newport and beyond. Notwithstanding the expectations that 

students would receive a classical education. Rev. Diman insisted that the boys become involved with 

mianual training, including woodv/orking. auto repair, and "other skills than those directly required in 

acaderriic work.' Diman's interest in manual training v/as further piqued while on sabbatical from SI. 

George's in 191O. when he travelled to Germany to study that country's Real Gymnasium schools. Not to 

be confuseo with contemporary uses of the term, at these schools.

,,boys attended school on alternate weeks while still holding their jobs in factories.
This notion appealed to him as workable in the L'nited States as well. It wits a 
possibility for the education of immigrant children in places such as Tall River. 
.Massachusetts, where the te.xtile mills employed large numbers of minors, it would 
oiler the chance lor children to break nut ol the cycle of never having education 
enough to advance beyond the most elementary forms of employment.

kcctjTtiwwj IO a written account by Rev. Diman's long lime secretary. Miss Julia E. Sheldon. Diman 

returned to St. Georges in Newport and subsequently "gained the interest ol Ihe Suporintendenl of Fall 

River. Mass. Schools, l/r E/ereft B. Durfee..." Dirnan proceederl lo have several meetings with 

Superintendent Durfee, and "at a special meeting of the School CoiTirmller-; field in Angiisl 1912,"
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Rev. Diman's representative indicated that Rev. Diman would provide funding for a new manual training 

school in the city:

KNOW/ILL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS. Thal I .John B. 
Dinian. ofNewpon, Coiinly of Newport, and Stale of Rhode 
Island, being interested in the snhjeci of Indiisiriai Training 
and in consideralio)i of the faithful performance of the term.s 
and conditions herein contained, do hereby give, grant, set 
over and deliver unto the city of Fall River, a municipal 
corporation located in Massachusetl.s the sum of Twenty-Five 
Hundred ($2,500.00) Dollars upon the following terms and 
conditions. That ihe School Committee of said City of 
Fall River shall provide for the establishment and 
maintenance of a part-time Vocational Class in 
Industrial training: that said appoint a teacher or 
teachers, which appointment shall be subject to my 
approval; that the expense of equipment, salary of 
teacher or teachers, and all other expense incurred in the 
maintenance of said class up to .August I. 1913. shall be 
pai l from the said sum of Twenty-Five Hundred 
($ "‘'0.00) Di- • V. upon an order of the Chairman of 
til . hooi C<i 'Hee drawn upon the City Treasurer, 
at,, judited by iCity .Auditor. That any balance of 
said sum of Twenty-Five Hundred ($2,500.00) Dollars 
remaining unexpended after September I. 1913. shall 
revert to said .John B. Dinian. his e.xecutors. 
administrators, or assigns.

Phtuo (above) and Signature linage 
(below) Courtesy of the Tavener .Archives 

and Special Collections.
St. George’s School.

Rev. Diman's involvment did not end with his gift. Diman personally met with mill owners in Fall 

River to obtain permission to "allow boys who had not had opportunities for such training, time to attend 

classes while still forced to support themselves by working in the factories." Labor organizations initially 

had some misapprehensions about the proposed manual training schools. The initial "Report of the 

Commission on Industrial and Technical Eductation" noted the following:

The ('ommissioii early became aware that il.s purpose and work encountered the suspicion and 
hostility of many of the labor unions of the Slate....The opposition to such schools i.s based on 
the tear that they would I'urnish workmen in numbers siilficienily large to affect the labor 
market, ttnd bring tibtiui a lowering (>f wages.
These sehool.'i tire also oppti.sed on the ground that they might furnish workmen ready to lake 
lite place ok union men during the existence if a strike. "Scab hatcheries" i.s the signijicant term 
by \vhi(lt such schools are eharaetericed.
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Reverend Diman also actively involved himself in the appointment of the school’s first teacher, a 

Mr. Frederick H. Rundall of Boston. He referred to Mr. Rundall as "a genius with boys." Fall River historian, 

Arthur Sherman Rhillips. described Rundall's education and experience, noting that he "attended 

Newburgh Academy, took summer courses at Harvard and the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology...(and) had taught in the Newton Technical High School and the North Bennett Industrial 

School."

Mr. Rundall's first class was held on December 2.1912, in a single room located in the basement 

of the John J. McDonough School. The following is a report submitted in 1912 to Superintendent of 

Schools. Everett B. Durfee by Mr. Rundall who describes the progress of the class started less than one 

month earlier:

The I "ocaiional Class is located in a room in the basement of the John J. McDonotii'h 
School. The equipment consists of text hooks, twelve mechanical drawini; tables, f)nr 
wood-working benches, and two wood-turning lathes. Each table is equipped with a set of
drawi)ig i)i5triiments, board, Tsquare, scale, angles, etc,, and there 
is a complete set of tools for each bench, a.v well a,s a number of 
special tools. Each lathe is driven by an electric motor which i.s 
contained in the case and does away with all shafting, hangers, etc. 
The Class was started December 2nd, with an enrollment of twelve, 
whose ages range from fourteen to sixteen years and wlui came 
iront different part.s of the city. They were boys who had left school, 
friom theftjth to the eiyhth grades.

The Class is in session frtnn d.3O .A. .M. to 12 .\J.fsic} and 
lr<im T30 to 4 P. M.. .Saturdays excepted. The morning hours are 
devoted to bench work with the idea of training the hand to work 
with the eye: this beiny essential to one preparing lor a vocation. 
The qlternonn.s are taken up with .Mechanical Drawing, Tree-hand 
Sketching, .Arithmetic, Spelling, Writing and Civics, The Class is 
also supplied with Trude Journals which are used fir reading to 
perlect the boys' English, and also to keep abreast of the times 
along trade lines.

To date the boys have made tool racks, shelving, staining 
tables, and a nail and serew cabinet Jor use in the classroom, and 

Predcrick H. RuutkiU, lirsi ictichcruf 
ilic viictiuiiikil l ias's antilaiiTprincipal 
at ihc schunl. He was iiivolvetl in ilic 

school Iroiii its inccinion until las ticaih 
on tpril 16, 1*1.11). iPhoto ConriesY of 

the l-'all River Herald Xew.s)

from now on will laf.e up more extensive work.
The Class has not been in existence long enough to make a lengthy report on what ha.s

been accomplished, but it is sate to say that good progress is being made, as is evidenced by the 
fact that positions ha\e been lound tor two boys, in the eleetrieal trade, and also by the bows' 
earnestness, attendatne, deportment, close applicution m work and study, and the genuine 
courtesx' showtt the tnsiruclor.
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Progress must necessarily be slow in a new project of this kind, but I look for success, and be 
able in my next report to prove that ive are benefiting the boys and that a school of this kind is needed 
in Fall River.

This report would indeed seem incomplete were I not to speak of the hearty co-operation 
which I have received from Mr. Harry Smalley, principal of the John J. McDonough School.

Respectfully subm it ted.
FREDERICKH. RUNDALL
Instructor

The John J. .McDonough School, built in 1910, 
was the location of the first class of the Diman 
Vocational School. Located at the corner of 
Fountain and Williams Streets, the building, no 
longer a school, is now condominiums. (Photo 
courtesy of the Fail River Herald News)

RCv'srend Dinian continued his financial support of the school for the first three years of its 

existence. The school was decidedly humble, consisting solely of a woodworking shop for 15 boys. 

Rundall continued as the sole teacher, with the assistance of Hattie M. Brown, a career employee of the 

school department, while Reverend Diman paid weekly visits to the school and continued his supervision 

of the program. In 1915, the city took over this supervision, as well as financial support of the school. Even 

as his direct financial support of the school ended, few at that time comprehended the full extent of Rev. 

Diman’s contribution. Julia E. Sheldon noted eloquently in 1960, "I doubt whether many people realize that 

credit for our National System of Vocational Education as it still operates today is the outcome of a plan 

made by a Rhode Island educator back in 1912."

By May 22, 1916, demand for the Diman Vocational School had 

increased to such an extent that the school department requested that 

Mayor James J. Kay lease the two upper floors of the Kennedy Building 

as a new location for the now to be known as Diman Industrial School. 

The Kennedy Building was located at the southeast corner of Bank and 

Durfee streets. While no pictures of the building are available, the location 

of the school is clearly shown on the Sanborn Insurance Map for Fall sanbom insurance Map (i922) 

River in 1922.
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"ihi^ fjki iz ill jvj'> '/’v ihv iho; linle kuuw n hm iiiux luinous phiiftierjpht'i Lew is Ih;.. 
ir:'frHuine u ^.na'ctii in ihe hdscnzeiii ci lize \L f)<«iziuieh SJiui)! (. tinniiuuiitni - h -

ui binzuiai av Schuuj. Ltucnicii: Ldil River. Mti\sikhuseii\ J.ewis W. Hine.

■hfii . 'i k RundtiN 
jrv Qiiti- Druwint^

An Lincieieci history of Dirnan suggests ihat the new location allowed loi a class of 50 boys, who 

were nov/ a.bie tc study auto mechanics, woodworking, and wood finishing. This description is 

quesnonable. however, in that the 1920 Bulletin for the Department of Education notes Ihat the school 

offered. 'Snoo oarponiry. painting, and interior decorating. Related instruction is also given in English. 

matliemaTiCS. era wing hygi.erie occupational welfare, and civics" The number of students is further noted 

to be twer'cy-kve The school i.s otherwse described as having a director fRunclall) and two assistants City 

records docurneni That these *wo assistants v/ere a I'ylr. Thomas G Doyle and a Mr. Arthur Lingquist. Mi. 

Doyle, a Fail Pi jy. '■esident. /.'as one of £i steadily increasing number of Irish persons inopulaling Ihe school 

department and local go/ernment //bile l./!r. Lingquisf emigrated from Sweden to Boston in 1910 and 

went on t.o become an accomplished lar/Jscape artist.

8



The Next Phase
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The deepening economic crisis of the early 1930s touched nearly every American citizen, business, 

and government program. Diman. still coming of age, was no exception. In 1932, the enrollment of The 

Diman Vocational School for Boys was fifty-one students. These pupils were served by three full-time 

instructors and one director. Throughout the years of Franklin Roosevelt’s first two terms, as Europe and 

Asia began their descent into World War and the United States entered the New Deal government era, the 

enrollment of Diman remained consistent, with the number of pupils never exceeding sixty and the staff 

remaining stable at four.

Despite this relative consistency, there was a continuing call for an increase in the size of Diman. In 

1935, Fall River Superintendent of Schools Hector Belisle recommended that "without delay, plan the 

enlargement of The Diman School." This echoed an earlier 1932 suggestion for Diman's growth. During 

the 1930s. Diman was located in the former Kennedy Building, where it had been since 1915, but this 

location of the school and its limited facilities prevented additional growth of Diman's offerings and 

enrollment Indeed, in 1937 there was an enrollment of fifty-four and a waiting list of seventy-six. Throughout 

the latter half of the 1930s. school leadership continued to push for a new location and increased monies 

for new teachers, supplies, and courses. This push would eventually result in the relocation of Diman to 

Hartv/ell Street where it remained until the current site was occupied in the late 1960s.

Throughout the decade of the 1930s, Diman continued to serve the Cir 4" Fall F er by educating 

pupils in three trade areas, related academics, and basic academics. Auk rcham carpentry, and

woodworking were the three main shop offerings, but interior decorating was a :• incluc‘ as it related to

carpentry and woodv^orking. In 1934. Superintendent Belisle advocated for an "occupatioi ku 

survey" of Fall Rivers industries to potentially broaden 

Diman's offerings. Because of the dire nature of the 

national and local economies, there was an obvious 

need in Fall River for specific vocational training and 

for a larger vocational school enrollment.

Carpentry siudeni'. uaii.ingon sUdini’, dnnr^

Siiuleiiis fixiiii* a lire in . Uii(> Mi'i hnnw.s
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Fall River and Diman leadership continued to press for a larger school building, more teachers, and 

more offerings, but the economic realities of the decade prevented many of these improvements from 

happening. Despite this, Diman was often praised in contemporary reports and media coverage during 

these years. The report “Public Education and Public Finance in The City of Fall River," from The 
Educational Record (1933), included a notation that 'The Vocational School is just as dignified and 

respectable a member of the educational family as is the high school" and “the work at The Diman 

Vocational School is excellent." In the Annual Report of The Public Schools of The City of Fall River (1937), 

Diman was justifiably called "the Cinderella of our system." It was even able to reduce municipal costs by 

building benches for the public library, forty easels for the public schools, and by working on a variety of 

automobiles "from Packards to Fords."

One interesting occasion was the Diman commencement speech given to the 1936 graduates by 

Father Diman, the founder of the school back in 1912. Father Diman had since converted to Catholicism 

and had founded the Portsmouth Priory and its related school, where he was headmaster in 1936.

Throughout the 1930s, there was a consistent call to designate Diman as a high school. Until this 

time. Diman had accepted students before the completion of their Sth grade year and offered a certificate 

to graduates that was similiar to a high school diploma, but was not designated by the School Commitee 

or State Gove • ment. In T''.34. the survey commission on Fall River Public Schools also recommended that 

Diman be r' jed witP- "fee if “room may be found for the shops needed following the occupational 

survey." Din ■ 5 contii i i existence is proof that such a merger never took place.

Frede. ix H. Rund.-ill continued in his capacity as the director of Diman throughout the 1930s. 

Reporting in 1935, Director Rundall noted that according to “figures released by the Vocational Division of 
the State Board of Education...[they] gave our school the highest percentage of [graduate placements] of 

any school in the state." The success of Diman's graduates helped to bolster the argument for a larger 

physical plant, which would finally be built as the new decade began.

The decade of the 1940s would be a period of rapid growth for Diman. It was also a period of 

national crisis, with the United States engaged in a two-front war and the civilian population of our country 

thrust into the war effort. It was during this time of upheaval that Diman received official recognition by the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts as a high school that could award diplomas. The City of Fall River had 

been advocating for continued growth of the school, both in enrollment and in resources, and the 

relocation of Diman to the Hartwell Street location allowed both of these goals to come to fruition. Diman 

also proved her worth to her home community by training over one thousand citizens for participation in 

related war industries during the Second World War, Indeed, the school was cited by James Forrestal,

11



Secretaiy of the Navy' and later Secretaiy of Defense, for training civilians for World War II related 

trades. Sadly, the 1940s also saw/ the passing of founder "Father" Diman. but his spirit and legacy were 

honored. Indeed, by the end of the decade over 300 pupils were enrolled in a state-of-the-art facility 

on Hartx'vell Street in Fall River. In addition, over 100 females began to matriculate at the Diman "For 

Girls" division, located at a separate site on Morgan Street and also financed and supervised by the 

Fall River Public School Department.

Diman had “originally been established to receive boys of any grade above the sixth." Thus, in 

1944. the Fall River School Committee required that admission would be granted to those students 

who had completed the eight grade. Diman would still award two and three year trade specific 

certificates however, and would also continue to expand their adult educational offerings. The many 

veterans of the area, returning victorious from either the Pacific or from Europe, were also presented 

with specific training to meet their transitional needs.

The movement to the Hatlx-vell Street location would also allow Diman to increase both shop 

and academic offerings throughout the latter half of the 1940s. Indeed, new shops were added in 1945 

due to new and larger accomodations. These trades were sheet metal, welding, electricity, and 

mechanical drawing. The building itself could accomodate approximat’^ly 400 -'indents. One 

interesting note is that the War Production Board helped absorb costs for" irowth d remodeling 

of the Harh'.'eII Street building.

riiv Ikiriwcll Sired lixdiHm for f he Dtnunt I (Htilioiitil St hdul (or Ii(>v\
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The Diman Girls Division also continued rapid growth. They offered "training in those essentials 

which naturally are the important features in a woman's life," which in 1945 included homemaking, 

cooking, and child care. By 1947, the Girls Division also began to offer “courses in such subjects as 

power stitching and hand sewing," which served to properly train young women to find work in Fall 

River’s growing needle trades industry. The local industry responded by providing “all necessary 

equipment" for the introduction of such course work.

By 1948, Diman had grown to such an extent that it was now turning away candidates for 

admission. The Hartwell facility, although new and state of the art, became too small to accept all 

students. Money was also being allocated to renovate the Diman cafeteria and gymnasium, a move 

that would pay off with success in athletic endeavors over the next few years. Indeed, by 1948 the 

budget for Diman Regional had increased to a total of $133,181.33, and the total enrollment in 1950 

rocketed to 378 boys and 158 girls (in the Girls Division), for a total of 536 pupils.

Frederick H. Rundall and Father Diman had both passed during the 1940s. and the school they 

had created and managed had transformed the local community, trained thousands for national 

defense, begun a girls division, and transitioned into a new building. The curriculum had grown, and it 

now could awaid diplomas and was recognized by the state to do so.

Lastly, a.' 'he 1940" burned the corner into the 

50s, Diman ga ..led atta / m for its athletic prowess 

on the "hardwo 't" winning ihe Massachusetts Class 

C Title in Basketball at the Boston Garden. At a 

banquet held for the team, their coach, Mr. Charles 

O’Keefe, received a bond from the Citizen’s 

Committee as well as a gift from his players. The 

members of the team each received jackets and 

minuature gold basketballs. Diman was on firm 

footing as the second half of the Twentieth Century 

began.

Picture of Dinuni Baskeibull Team defeating 
Puttchard,for the Eastern Massachusetts Stae 

Championship (Photo curtesy of the Fall 
River Herald .Vcu'.sJ
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IStelQ WSiBffiKft IWfWa ®0:

n[TE OF SCHOOL

This is an apprentice school It gives a regular trade 
training. In addition it gives knowledge of many things 
which men must know if they wish to be among the best 
men in their trades. The school aims to give boys a start 
which will enable them to become first class tradesmen.

ADMISSION OF PUPILS

The opportunity is offered to anyone between the ages 
of fourteen and twenty-five, who can secure an age and 
schooling cenificate.

Retention in the school shall be based upon the demon­
strated ability of the pupil to profit by the instruction 
therein offered.

Tuition is free to residents of Fall River.

HOURS

8:00 a. m. to 12 I-L 1:00 p. m. to 4:00 p. m.

Five days per week.

School year forty weeki-.

Visitors are alwayt welcome.

Addrea^i UI CDmiriULicutionn to Fryienck H. P.Li.dUl. b:ny:V>r
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RELATED SUBJECTS

In all courses, in addition to the shop work, instruction 
in the following academic subjects will be given:

Citizenship, Sanitation, General Science, Trade 
Mathematics, Trade Materials, 

Trade English, Mechanical Drawing, Free 
Hand Drawing, Sketching

Diplomas are granted to those who complete a regu­
lar course.

COURSES OF STUDY

The following courses are offered:

Pattern Making, Cabinet Making, 
Shop Cai*pentry

Auto Mechanics, Auto Motive Electricity, Storage
Battery Repair, Acetylene Welding

Interior Decorating, Show Card Writing, Wood 
Finishing, Paper Hanging

ORDERS TAKEN

For Cedar Chests, Radio Cabinets, Breakfast Sets, 
Sewing Tables, Pedestals, Window Boxes, Jardinieres, 
Fem Stands, Piano Seats, Floor Lamps, Baby Yards, Doll 
Houses, End Tables, Morris Chairs, Book Cases, Ash 
Receivers, Cabinets, Taborets, etc. Novelties.

AUTOMOBILES REPAIRED

Storage Batteries overhauled and recharged.

DIMAN VOCATIONAL SCHOOL
Director, FREDERICK H. RUNDALL 

COR. BANK AND DURFEE STREETS FALL RIVER, MASS.

Executive OIRccr. Hector L. Dcitile, Superintendent of Scboole

Thomoa 0. Doylo 
Cabinet Making

TEACHERS

Harold P. Atwood 
AuU) Mochonlca

A. Eire Borden 
Interior Decorating
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A Perspective of an Alumnus
William Holen 
Class of 1947

Mr. William Holen was the first person to receive an accredited vocational 
high school diploma from Dinian Regional. He gTaduated in 1947 with a class of 
only 54 students. Because he was the class president, he was awarded this honor

AATiile attending Diman, he helped the school rebuild the shops after moving 
the schools location three times. Not only that, but Mr. Holen also met the father of 
Diman. .After liigh school, Mr. Holen went on to seiwe our country and he claimed 
that his education at Diman helped him numerous times in the seiMce. In fact, his 
e.xpeilence in machme skills allowed him to advance quickly while he served.

Currently, he uses these skills to make toys for young children and even 
checkerboards for blind people. His ingenuity helped him to come up with the idea 
to use felt on the board so blind people could feel the difference between the 
squares. .Also, he made the checkers physically different by making one color a 
different shape from the other. Not only does he consider toy making a job, but it is 
also enjoyable to him. Ever;\4hing he makes is by hand and by heart. Most of the 
items he creates are donated as gifts and that is what he considers the best pari. 
The Diman education .Mr. Holen received has helped him through his entire life 
and still continues to help him now.

Regionalization and Relocation

1950s
1960s

C/ass of 194^) 

btdl Riwi Herald A<'ii

Budding pknis tor the )icweM 
loeuiioH ot Hiuidu Begiouo/
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By the early 1950s. the Diman Vocational School's Women's Division (formerly the Girls' Division) 

enrolled approximately 150-160 girls, all of whom had to have completed grammar school first. Their 

studies included a half year of vocational training, a quarter year of related vocational training, and a 

quarter year dedicated to academic studies. By 1953, evening classes were offered under the direction 

of Miss Julietta Delahanty.

In 1956, Mr. John P. Harrington was appointed as Director of Diman Vocational High School, and 

in 1957 'The Vulcan," Diman's first school newspaper, was enthusiastically embraced by the student 

body. In this same year, other extra-curricular activities were also established under the supervision and 

support of school instructors, the goal being to allow students to pursue activities and hobbies outside 

the academic classroom. These activities included Glee Club, Camera Club, Animal Club, and 

Journalism Club.

In 1962. Massachusetts enacted Chapter 697: an act to authorize the formation of a regional 

school district for vocational education by the towns of Somerset, Swansea, and Westport, and the City of 

Fall River. The chapter stated the following:

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
SECTION 1. The City of Fall River, by vote of its city council, and 
the towns of Somerset, Swansea and Westport, or any two of said 
towns by vote in town meeting duly called therefore, may create a 
special unpaid board to be known as a regional school district planning 
board, to consist of three members from said city to be appointed by 
the mayor, one of whom shall be ct member of the school committee, and 
two members from each of said towns so voting to be appointed by the 
moderator, one of whom shall be a member of the school committee of 
each town, 
(Taken from
http;//archives,lib,state.ma,us/actsResolves/1962/1962acts0697,pdj)

On September 4.1968. the school currently known as Dirnan Regional Vocational Technical High 

School was officially opened at 251 Stonehaven Road. Senator Mary L Fonseca was credited, along 

with others, for regionalizing Dirnan Vocational High School.

Aerial shoi of Diniaii Rc'^ional
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In the 1960s. Fall River's landscape 

w'as undergoing a drastic transformation with 

the construction of the Braga Bridge and 

Interstate 195. which cut directly through the 

center of the city. Construction of the bridge 

started in 1959 and finished in the spring of 

1966. The bridge was designed to carry 1-195 

across the Taunton River on its way west to 

Providence. It spans a total of 5.780 feet and 

rises 135 feet over the river to accommodate a 

high-traffic shipping lane. Approximately 101 feet wide, it is able to accommodate six lanes of traffic. It is 

named after Charles M. Braga, a Fall River native of Portuguese-American descent who died during the 

attack on Pearl Harbor.

In the wake of the highway building boom, the city lost forever some great pieces of its histoiy. 

The Quequechan River was filled in and re-routed for much of its length, and the historic falls, which 

gave the city its name, v.'ere diverted into underground culverts that are now located west of Plymouth 

-------Avenue. A series of elevated steel viaducts were also constructed to access the new Braga Bridge, while 

historic buildings such as the Old City Hall, the 150-year-old Troy Mills, the Second Granite Block (built 

after the 1928 fire), and several other 19th century brick-and-mortar buildings near Old City Hall were 

demiolished.
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Do You Remember.._
’’Fall-out Shelters”

Fear of nuclear war grew throughout the 1950s with the development of the hydrogen bomb by 

both the United States and the Soviet Union. Early in the Atomic Age, the United States government 

concluded that it could not shelter every American citizen from a nuclear war.

The Eisenhower administration expressed little interest in shelters until 1957, when the Gaither 

Report was released in the U.S. The report was the culmination of an effort to assess the relative nuclear 

capability and civil defense efforts of the United States and the Soviet Union. The report concluded that 

the United States would soon be surpassed in all categories of nuclear weaponry and that civil defense 

preparations in the U.S.S.R. were well ahead of American efforts.

Public response to the report was an upsurge in interest about fallout shelters. By the late 1950s, 

officials of the Eisenhower administration believed that they had a realistic idea of how difficult it would be 

to survive a nuclear bomb blast, and were actively promoting the construction of fallout shelters as part of 

the civil defense program. Plans were drawn up, and from 1958 onward, the Office of Civil Defense not 

only promoted home shelters but also published a collection of manuals that showed Americans how to 

build their own.

(Falloul shelteis Retrieved from http:/Awvw.u-s-hisloiycom/pages/h3706.html)

Do You Remember.._
’’Duck and Cover”

SlLidonls around the countiy practiced the “Duck and Cover' drill in schools. The federal Civil 

Delenso Administration even produced a film to demonstrate what students should do in the case of a 

nuclear attack - diop down to the ground and take cover. Schools would practice this drill where students 

would crouch under desks, simulating what should be done in the case of a civil defense alarm.
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Civil Rights Act of 1964
On July 2. 1964, President Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964 that banned 

discrimination based on "race, color, religion, sex, or national origin" in 

employment practices and public accommodations. The bill authorized 

the Attorney General to file lawsuits to enforce the new law. The law also 

nullified state and local laws that required such discrimination.

JFK Assassination: November 22,1963

John Fitzgerald Kennedy, the 35th President of the United States, was assassinated at 12:30 

PM. CT in Dallas. Texas. Kennedy was fatally shot in the head and neck 

while traveling in the Presidential motorcade with his wife, Jacqueline, and 

Texas Governor John Connally and his wife. Approximately 70 minutes 

after the assassination. Lee Haivey Oswald was arrested for killing Kennedy 

and one policeman. Oswald denied the charges but was never able to be 

tried in court. He was killed by a spectator on live television while being 

transferred from Dallas Police Headquarters to the county jail.

Marlin Luther King, Jr. Assassination: April 4,1968
I'Vlartin Luther King. Jr. was an American clergyman activist best known for his role in the 

advancement of civil rights through non-violent marches and civil disobedience. He led the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott in 1955 and the March on Washington in 1963, where he delivered his 

famious "I Have a Dream" speech. In 1964. based on his work to end racial segregation through 

non-violence. King became the youngest recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

was assassinated on April 4. 1968. in Memphis, Tennesse. v/hile on a hotel balcony. He was 

planning to lead a protest march with striking garbage workers.
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One Small Step...One Giant Leap:
The Soviet Union landed the first spacecraft on the moon in 1959, but NASA's 

Neil Armstrong became the first human to set foot on the moon and win the 

space race for the U.S. Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin left the Apollo 11 command 
module (piloted by Michael Collins) in orbit and landed in the lunar module 

Eagle. At 4:18 p.m. EOT, Armstrong announced to a watching and waiting world, 

'The Eagle has landed.” Six-and-a-half hours later, he stepped onto the surface 

with the words, 'That's one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind." 

Aldrin followed. However, there was real fear that astronauts might end up

marooned and beyond rescue. In fact. President Nixon had a condolence speech ready if things 

turned out badly. Fortunately, Armstrong and Aldrin returned to the command module after leaving 

behind a plaque inscribed with the words: "Here men from the planet Earth first set foot upon the 

Moon, July 1969, AD. We came in peace for all mankind."

Woodstock Music Festival 1969:
The world was spinning out of control and we were all angry about something - the Vietnam 

War, Civil Rights, and the assassinations of John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr.. Then, for 

four days in August of 1969, the world stood still. From Friday, August 15th, to Monday, August 18th, 

an outdoor concert took place in Bethel, NY. By late Wednesday, more that 60,000 people had set 

up camp, and by the end of the four days over half a million people decended on a 600-acre farm 

to hear 32 musical acts play. This peaceful and historic event came to be known as Woodstock, 

and ourworld and lives would never be the same!
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Basketball 
1953

Shop Tech 
19SR

Cafeteria 
Diiuan “Moms'

Cheerleaders 
1959

Junior Prom 
1959

Driver’s Ed 
1957

Almost There!
1956

AU for one and one for all” -lunch 
1959

Mechanical Drawing 
1952
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Phys Ed 
1958
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Joseph P. Gilligan 
Director. 1952

Arthur Levraull Michael 1 liekey Edward Chicca

Omer Hubert Joseph Keene Millon Lukaszek Aldani fessier
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Physics 1953
History 1959
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hl Row Mr Rnfcr SuHiran. Al,red rerrettj. Nornun Ebriby. John RarmooJ. Paul 
I<Toque. Runa,J Talbui.

2nd Row Janm \X"hiie. George Farh, Jainei Medtirui, Loun CuiHone, Richard 
ONcil. Ruiiald While

ltd Hu» ,‘aiil Cliiusa, William Shnvclrun. George Fans, John Rarmond. Thomai 
NclMin, James GicctiwisnI. ,ohn McDuiuld, Lharles Pretalor

2nd Row Thomas CarroH. Ariliur Daviaux. Hcacr Coulombe. Franco Marcille. 
Numun llataby. Gcurge llodkinsi'n. Ronald Talbot.

Front Row, L R: G. Borrollo. R. Chorello. F Gullm.lle, R. Mo- 
0 Urban. J. Duorlo, Souxo, R. Simbro.

Bock Row, L-R; Sludont Manager, J. O'NclU, J. Moialo, W. An-

Lcv^uc^'*^<h^id*Bi if^"^ Auguiiinc. Ronald Fernando, Paul

drxoiciyk, K. Thorpe, R. Arauio, R. Mello, J Blackburn, A G let, 
W. Bouchard, R. Baer, W. Suarl, A. Rego, M. F. Souza, Asilitant 
Student Manager, D. Cartin.
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THE CHOWHOUND DERBY
It's a great day for the races, folks, the skies are 

clear and the contestants are eager. As the teachers 
bring them up to the storting doors, all entries are 
tense and nervous, they brace themselves for the bell. 
Oh, oh . . . there's one who jumped the gun, but they've 
got him back now. The roce is just about ready to start 
I imagine, the boys all look ready and waiting, the 
teachers step back, the doors are swung open, traffic 
officers toke their places, students get a firm foothold 
. . . silence falls for the click of the clock that will sig­
nal the start of the race . . . And there's the bell . . . 
They're offi

At the start it's the auto shop in the lead, with the 
machine shop o close second, electric is in third place 
with drafting and academics classes vicing for fourth. 
Cabinet shop is a strong fifth and Interior Decorating 
is bringing up the rear. Down the corridors and onto 
the stairs; it's still Electric in third but academic is pull­
ing up fast on the inside. And there's a jam on the third 
floor bend. Traffic officers are waving them on but it 
looks like Cabinet and Interior Decorating are out of 
the race.

Down the stairs and into the locker room: Electric 
and /v^achine shops are jockeying for position. Mcan- 
whtle. up on the third floor, the jam is breaking up. 
Thu shop classes ure turning In the corridors, breaking 
through the cordon of traffic officers, and plunging 
heudlong down the center stairway. The traffic officers 
ore putting up a brave stand, but, oh, ohl There's one 

down on the roiling, he's down, he can't get up, and the 
students are streaming by him with complete disregard 
and unconcern.

Out of the locker room and into the alley; the 
pace is terrlffic out here, they've got the smell of the 
food now, and no power on Earth could stop them, 
into the turn; it's still Auto in the lead with Electric and 
Machine trying desperately to pull away from each 
other. Rounding the turn; it's still Auto in the lead, but 
wait, here comes the academic classes rushing up fast 
on the outside from the center stairway. There's a col­
lision on the inside railing. A man's down. He's out of 
the race. He looks as if he's really hurt. The dust is 
settling now, and the seconds are rushing to his side 
to administer the last rites.

Back to the race, around the turn and into the stretch; 
it's still Auto in the lead, but wait a minute, the Electric 
shop has switched to A.C. and has pulled away from 
the steady grinding Machinists. Academics are in fourth 
place, with Drafting and the third floor shops hope­
lessly embodied together in fifth place. Down the home 
stretch; it's Auto and Electric, Electric and Auto, Auto 
and Electric. Machine shop Is right on their heels, the 
smell of food is terrlffic now, what a race. Oh, mani 
What a racel Auto Is slightly in the lead now, by a 
head, no ... by a neck . . . by o length . . . they're 
through the double doors and across the finish line into 
the cafeteriol It's the Auto Shop, winner by two lengths. 
And so we come to the close of another spectacular 
race, of . . . The Chowhound Derbyl
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Diman Faculty 
of the 
Sixties

Mr. Ai^drcide Autoiototlvc Mr. Albert Medeiros Academics
Mr.Jfliues AshLey Phys Ed Mr. C-kflrles Mello Auto Body
Mr. AL BeiAto Mflclilki€ Mr. Rflyntond Mlckflud i^iraphlcs
Mr. RwsseLLKooth Mflclilne Mr.Josepk Morin Electronics
Mr. ThokVLCis "^ordckv Autoniotlvc Mrjeffreyj. o'Bi^n Electricity
Mr. Henry E. Koucher Ikvfccrlor tsccorfltlkig Mr. T^olfli^ Paradis painting § Decorating
Mr. HonizrBrLflnd Autoi^ujtlvft Mr. HenrJ. Pare cabinet
Mr. Amtfl nd Krtere Cflblkvet Mr.Jokn PleronL Machine Drfl-ftlng
Mr. WflrrenBrLgktkvtfln Instructor Mr. Howard L. plant cabinet
Mr. stflnLey M. KroekLer Autoniotlvc Mr. <^ordon Pratt Machine Dra-ftlng
Mr.Jokn CflnbveLL Machine l^rfl-ftlng Mr. Lester Raymond Machine Dra-ftlng
N\r. shepken A. ckLnteL Autontotlvc Mr. Stanley Remleslewloz Dcpt Head
Mr. Albert clow Instructor Mr. e^ieorge A. st. c^ermaln Electrical
Mr.Jokn Connell Asst. Coach Mr. i^flnlelj. Saunders Academics
Mr. August P. Curt Acad i^cpt Head Mr. Edward K. Skea <:^uldflnce
Mr.Jflkues P. Cyr electronics Mr. MflttkewJ. skeakfln Interior Decorating
NW*. f<eVLnt>flLy Academics Mr. Roge tj. Sorel Academics
Mr. Mflrtln l^elflkflntyJr Automotive Mr. Angelo Stavros Coach
Mr. Owen L. Eflgflkjr. Academics Mr. Donald Sullivan Academics
Mr.Josepk s. Fflryntflrz Machine Mr. Leonard Sullivan Mechanical Drawing
hAr. FruMtsJ. Ferrflnce Academics Mr. Robert Sultan Academics
Mr.Jflntes <^iflrrLty Auto "Body Mr.Jokn T. vlelra Academics
Mr. Cflllflnfln c^flrvey electricity Mr. Ernest voknouttea Electrical
Mr. Hflrry Hflndfteld electrical Mr. Elmer R. waters Metal Fabrication
Mr.Jokn C. Hart Academics Mr. Rickard Worton shop Related - interior
Mr. Chester Hflyden electricity Mr. S. 2Llobro Dcpt Head
Mr. T^bert Hflyden
Mr. Bertrflku. T. Hfly kuan

Dept Head 
electricity "Be an opener of doors for

Mr. (^ierflld LflCkanoe
Mr. Tkontfls C. Mfllflto

electronics
Academics

suck (xs. c-ovwe a-fter thee.
Mr. Tkontfls Martindale Automotive Ralpk Waldo Emerson
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© KEYHOTER ® The Tufts Youth Citizenship Conference is under the direction of the 
Tufts. Civic Education Center, Tufts University, and the Dixision of Civic 
Education of the Massachusetts Department of Education. Dr. Franklin Patterson. 
Director, Tufts Civic Education Center and Dr. Thomas J. Curtin, Director, 
Division of Civic Education, Massachusetts Department of Education arc co- 
chairmen of this conference which i.s supported by the Sears-Roebuck Foundation

These conferences are concerned with today's youth and the role thc} 
can actively play as youthful citizen.s in community .service, social awareness, 
social responsibility and the recognition of community and world problems 
and their possible solutions. These conferences exemplify the bc.st in youthful 
citizenship thought and action, and serve as successful pilot projects for 
observer teams from thc departments of education of other northeastern states.

Wc, at Diman, arc extremely honored to have been participants in thi.s 
program for three consecutive years, and will again take part in next jear’s

I 
V
I

program.

^1®©® U
I <0
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1969 - 1** Class Graduates at “New” Diman on Stonehaven Road
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Dennis Abdow
Class of 1960

According to Mi; Dennis Abdow former Occupational Coordinator, he enjoyed 
all four years at Dinian. Mi; Booth was a teacher that he said he’d never forget. His 
gTaduatmg class vms at a much smaller scale then what they are now. He graduated 
in 1960 fi'om a class of about 64 students. Mi; Abdow feels that the school always had 
A’eiy good disciphne and still today has earned through vdth it.

Mi; Abdow graduated in 1960 and came back to teach at Diman for 17 years. He 
designed and taught General Shop. After that he worked in the Machine Shop for 10 
years. He seived as Vocational Coordinator, and then became the Occupational 
Coorduiator and retired in 2001.

Martin Bernal
Class of 1966

One positive exj^erience fi'om Martin Bernat, class of 1966, was when at the end 
of his four years of placing varsity baseball he became the first recipient to be 
awarded the athletic acliie;"ement, called the Babe Ruth Sportsmanship award, during 
his senior year. An oppoilnnity that afforded success through his Diman education 
was that this school gave him the exiDerience and confidence needed to perform 
exceptionally in the machining trade. It’s given him a job, and he became a business 
owner of hi.s ovm shop. After selling his business, Martin became an instnictor for 
Diman from 1978 to 2009.

Norman Casey
Instructor, 1968-1992

Mr. Casey was a teacher when this school opened in 1968. He was a Machine 
Shop instructor for 24 years, retiring in 1992. His most memorable experience was 
watching Diman State from a small, sprouting school to how successful it is today. He 
has the first hand experience of witnessing the growth of Diman and will always 
enjoy his memories of teaching there.
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A New Era
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At the beginning of the 197O's. Diman Regional Vocational Technical High School had 

established a solid reputation as one of the best vocational schools in the area. Student 

enrollment was steadily increasing, and shops were booming. With the new building firmly in 

place, students and teachers were now free to give full reign to their shop and academic abilities. 

Large enough to house all 12 high school and 6 post-graduate programs, Diman's newest home 

was originally built on 275.000 square feet of land. But despite its size, there were only 453 male 

students attending. The first freshmen female students didn't step in the door until 1973.

With this new school, there were many exciting things taking place both inside and out. In 

1970, the Diman newspaper, at that time called The Vulcan, was publishing student articles that 

focused on national and international crises, which included the Vietnam War. the origin and true 

focus and remembrance of Presidents’ Day, and the military draft.

It was clear that students had a voice and were using it, 

displaying their awareness for civic duty through an easily 

accessible outlet in school. Diman was encouraging its 

student body to be involved in global awareness even back 

then, and it was showcased through their media. In the A 

wing of the school, students even displayed a “Freedom 

Shrine" that consisted of original reproductions of The 

Declaration of Independence, the Bill of Rights, and other 

important democratic documents, all donated by the 

Exchange Club.

In keeping with the original school tradition, classes in 

the new building v/ere still held on a two week rotation. According to a few Diman alumni, even 

post-graduate students were required to take some academic classes with the regular high 

school students Some female alumnae even remarked how odd it was to be the only girls in 

all-male classrooms, or v/alking the hallv/ays with only one or two other girls for company. 

Entrance into Diman v/as also much different: in those days, post-grad students were given tests 

at home to determine their eligibility into the Diman programs. According to one female alumna, 

the exams v/ere proctored by Diman faculty and tested knowledge on math and English skills.
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Moving into the mid-70's was also an exciting time at Diman. In 1971, the first computerized 
report card system was developed with the help of several students in the post-graduate Data 
Processing program. Even then, students were encouraged to participate in projects that would benefit 
the school. In 1972, Diman had the distinction of putting one of its more popular sports teams on the 
map. The Diman cross country team won its very first sports title and was led by then drafting instructor 
coach John Cantwell. The track was henceforth named in his honor.

(Left) The current .football 
backboard with John 
Cantwell's name. (Below) 
J portion of the newly 
laid track

John Cantwell and the plaque showcasing the new track named 
in his honor (dedicated in 2011). Photo courtesy of the Herald 

Aeii'.v .-Irchive.s

In the 1972 school year, the Diman Drama program was started by teachers Kenneth Raposa 
and James Killavey. The first performance was a small play titled ‘The Psychiatrist in Spite of Himself.” 
Diman was broadening its horizons by introducing the performing arts to the school, and with 10 
students involved, along with 5 teachers, they were successful for a time.

Also in 1972, the Diman Housing Program was initiated, leading the school into a new era of 
participation and cooperation with each town represented in its district There has been a house built 

■each year since, and the program is extremely popular Students from many different shops participate 
in this worthwhile project every school year.
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.Maureen .M. .McGlynn, (he first woman to 
graduate from the Diman Regional day school.

Enrolled in the Food Trade shop. (Photo 
courtesy of the Diman yearbook)

the Annual Vocational Students 
and in later years, the Diman

1973 brought Diman a now famous alumni. Chef Emeril Lagasse. This celebrity was enrolled 
in the Culinary/ Arts program and graduated in 1977. He has since been inducted into the Diman 
Hall of Fame.

Another milestone was reached in 1973 with the enrollment of female students. The very first, 
Ms. Maureen McGlynn, graduated in 1977. Two years later, two 
more girls graduated, and by 1979 a total of 78 girls were enrolled 
at Diman, 29 of them as freshmen. How strange it must have 
seemed to walk the hallways surrounded by boys, with only one or 
two girls to talk to. except for the female teachers! One female 
alumna remarked on how bizarre it was to spend 6 hours a day in 
an almost completely male school.

1974, 
Awards began.

John Pacheco sianding in from oj the plaque 
naming ihe field in his honor (dedicated in 2011;.

Photo courtesy* of the Herald .Veu-5 .Archives.

baseball field was named in honor of John Pacheco, 
who coached the team from 1978-2004. He led the 
team to 10 league titles and 400 wins; he has since 
been inducted into the Massachusetts Baseball 
Coaches Association Hall of Fame.

In 1979, the school newspaper changed its 
name from The Vulcan to The Tradesman, a name it 
still holds today.

Copy of the Vulcan Iri^bij in 1969, 
followed by a copy of the renamed 
Diman newspaper. The Tradesman 
ifar righu Original scans tounesy oj 

Trish Guida.
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THOMAS F. AUBIN 
CullnotyArls
BfiCiiunlyStiwI 
FallRhu.MA 
NICKNAME-C/niu 
HODHY- BiitfllulL Muiit 
QUOTES *,tTh«lflRf3lPauochuor«Seari 

Paunchof'
SPORTS OailrltwJ/, 19

In 1980, Thomas Aubin graduated from the Culinary Arts program. He 
later returned to Diman as a teacher, Dean of Students, and currently holds the 
position as the Vocational Coordinator.

1988 marked the 20th anniversary and the 39th edition of the Diman 
yearbook. The Artisan. The D wing was added to the school in 1989, 
expanding the school by 16,000 additional square feet of classroom space.
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Freshmen English 1971 Phys Ed with Mr. Ashley 1972

in the library, 1973.

Math with Mr. Goy 1972
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Albert Medeiros 
Social Studies, 1971

Daniel Saunders 
English, 1972Callahan Garvey 

Electrical, 1970

Ed Texceira 
Math, 1974

John Mullaly 
Economics, 1973

Jim Ashley 
Physical Education, 1975

George Pickering 
Auto Body Related, 1976

Steven Slejis 
Math/Science, 1978Robert Hurley

Guidance, 1977
Mike Welch

Sociology, 1979
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Karl Ilelzler
Machine Shop
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Edward Hill, Jr. 
Auto Body
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CHEXRING SQUAD — KNEELING D<<nih Amari). Sandy Anaral. Trudy Vainantuuit (Cipt I. Oirryl Si Piyne. Hcidl Gu-<* 
STANDING Cathernc Rkhard. Daxm Ou<ll<t(tf. Mitiy Endkoil. Ans<la T<iu .la. OutUne Ri'bln Varviiv. (Ad". t.*i

SIMUNGTIIACKTEAM
SITTINGi HUI Slha,1*«-d llhzlrn. Huh Ilurgi**, Julm llunrlc, Todil .Sliuinoii*, Jaime Medeiru*, Mike Murrell, Jim ChaM-*. KNEELING: Coach Jame* 
Auhlc)-, Mark Thurntun, Pete Arruda, l•^ereU Mlrotida, Dau Cordeiro, Daxe Gordlkua, Moiiny Ca»lmlru, Dob Bell, Hcue Gugtiun, Slexe Ollxclro, 
AewUlaiil Coach Dnxhl Couuell. .STANlllNGi Brian Eoiilc*. Boh Corxalho, Joe Hei*, Tony Telxvlru, Brian Alxei, Phil MIchuud, Erle Darling, Daxe 
(^)r, Brent l/lletirriix, Mult Pereira,Tom Ltnubtriim.
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■ tebM CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM — KNEELING: Phil Plait. Bill Mom^. Duarc Melo. Cail 
Reiendei. Steve Fala. Low Melo STANDING. Larry F«*rrt*ira. Ld Moniz, Dave 
Cabral, Alvaro Borgos. Ron Dnre. John Janeiro, Coach Rtiyrnund Piiu

TENNIS TEAM CAPTURES THE 1983 SEMC DIVISION III 
CHAMPIONSHIP WITH A RECORD OF 8 WINS. 2 LOSSES

KNEELING (LTO R) J. Arruda. D. Chouinard. S. Chouinard. K. Perrira STANDING 
Coach Peter Goj. IV. Berio. J. Couto. E. Bacon. J. Pacheco. P. Amaral

|l#iiU <*|r, Ilie 5ru<i >'rdrre#|i. Tin 'lef<l'xi. Dr-hiw* *•1 Juti <>
|wl»*en»*bie
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Boy^ Am I tired

Ready to go
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Robert Oliveira 
Mathematics, 1980

Brian Bentley 
English, 1981

Lorraine Smith
English, 1982

Charlie McPhillips 
Math, 1983

Paul Brodeur 
English, 1984

Edward Gillespie 
Math, 1985

Norman Casey 
Machine Shop, 1986

Susan Oliveira 
Math, 1987

Margaret Hopkins 
English/Social Studies, 1988 Joseph Paquin 

Physics, 1989
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Vocational Coordinalo Armand Larguinha 
Class of 1982

Electrical Instructor

Mitch Sweet 
Class of 1989

Michael Valerio
Class oF 1982 Precision Technology 

Instructor
Rosemary Rezendes 

Class of 1983
Clerical

Drafting Instructor

Ron Silvia 
Class of 1983

Poul Beaudoin 
Class of 1983 Electronics 

Instructor

Gaston Levesque 
Class of 1985

Class of 1988 Guidance Counselor

Electrical
Instructor

Class of 1988 Graphic Communication
Instructor

Paul Rebello 
Class of 1989

House, Mill, & 
Carpentry Instructor

History Teacher
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Jerry Gunner 
1970

Jeny Gunner was a teacher in the 7O’s and there was so much he remembered 
from that time. As a teacher, he had a tendency to be veiy compassionate toward his 
students and cared about what they did after high school. In a time when nearly 
eveiyone stopped their education after senior year of high school, there was one 
student, one of Mr. Gunner’s first, who wanted to go college. Mr. Gunner said, “I 
revised his papers and helped him along. I was so proud when he was accepted into 
the college he wanted. This was a very exciting moment to me.” That student later 
became very successful according to Mr. Gunner. Later on in his teaching experience, 
he led the Track team to two championships as an assistant coach, and this proved to 
be another exuberant memoiy for him. After 10 to 12 years of teaching, this bright 
personahiy became a lawyer, but fondly remembers his teaching career in the Enghsh 
department at Diman.

Dolores Mello 
1972

a

I sat dovm with the guidance counselor of 1972, Dolores Mello. She worked at 
the Diman Regional Vocational Technical High School for Women, which isn’t around 
today because genders are no longer separated. I asked Dolores to share with me one 
of her most memorable times teaching. She rephed that one day, while using an old 
fashioned toilet, somebody caused a flood, which flooded the entire floor. Dolores 
couldn’t help but laugh as she explained the stoiy and further said that the teachers 
were the ones who had to clean up the mess.

Marc Brodeur
Class of 1972

Marc Brodeur graduated as part of the class of 1972. He was in the shop called 
“Basic Electronics,” and was veiy involved in school. Marc was part of both the Key 
club and the Glee club. One time the Key club had a professional hypnotist whose 
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name was Sam Vine. They had him put on a show as a school fundraiser. Marc said 
that he did get hypnotized and was squawking around the stage like a chicken! Also, 
while in Glee club, he was chosen along with three other boys to form a quartet. They 
performed the song “Impossible Dream” and “Gentle on My Mind” in a show for 
parents.

During his freshman year in the Electronics shop, he became a httle curious 
with a high voltage power supply. Soon the smell of a burnt resistor wafted across 
the room and his teacher, Mr. Martins, was not happy about it. He said that he was 
veiy embarrassed and was reprimanded for it. He also formed a relationship with Mr. 
Remesiewics, Assistant Principal, after an incident due to bullying. Marc graduated at 
the veiy top of his class; always number one, from sophomore to senior year. His high 
school years are full of many memories that he will never forget.

Brian Bentley 
1976

When I started teaching at Diman in 1976, the school day was an eight period 
day that began at 8:00 a.m. and ended at 3:00 p.m. In the 1978-79 school year, there 
was a push by the Student Government to alter the school time due to the fact that , 
Durfee started at about the same time as Diman, but it ended its school day at 2:10 
p.m. As a result, the student government argued, the Durfee students were “getting 
the jobs” after school because they could arrive earher at the job site while Diman 
students could not arrive until 3:30 p.m.

After pursuing traditional routes to have the time altered, in March of 1979 the 
situation reached a critical point. One day, at a set tune after period #1 which was at 
about 8:50 a.m., about 500 students, which was two-thirds of the student body, staged 
a walk out and paraded around the school campus, chanting and protesting that they 
wanted an earlier dismissal time to capitalize on the after school job market. The 
student-led protest ended after about an hour and a half and some students retmned 
to school while others left school propeily.
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This was the first of three “walk-outs” staged by the students protesting the 
dismissal time of 3:00 p.m. In early April, the School Committee met with the Student 
Government in an open session in the Auditorium packed with parents, teachers, and 
students. At the conclusion of the meeting, an agreement was reached that 
estabhshed the start of the school day at 7:45 a.m. and the ending time at 2:28 p.m. 
These times are still in existence today as a result of the Student Government’s 
efforts. As radical as the “walk-outs” were, and as much as they would not be 
tolerated in 2012, they did bring about a resolution that has benefited the 
Diman students.

Susan Oliveira 
1978

A career of over 33 years at Diman Regional High School is a great 
accomphshment for our own Mrs. Oliveira. Throughout her years, she has experienced 
many changes at Diman. She told me that she always had an ambition to become a 
math teacher and that it was because of her godmother, who mentored her, that she 
followed and fulfilled her dream. She said it was a glorious day when she started 

Steaching in this school. ”When I came on, there was maybe one female student per 
classroom and five female teachers.” She told me it is a wonderful experience to see 
aU the changes throughout her years including the changes with the cheerleading 
team. She was the cheering advisor from 1978 to 1981. She stated that, "There were 
maybe 8 cheerleaders tn total and now there are over twenty.”

All these changes throughout the years have been veiy memorable experiences 
for her including one student in particular. Mrs. Ohveira was so inspired that one of 
her former students came to her and told her that she had become a math teacher, 
and that Mrs. Ohveira was the reason for her choice. That student then went off to 
teach at Westport High and Mrs. Ohveira couldn’t be prouder. ’’The students are 
pohte, have manners, and are weh behaved.” As a former student of Mrs. Ohveira, I 
can personahty vouch for her intelhgence, personality, and dedication her job of 
’’...developing the unique potential of each learner...”
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Roger J. Dugal 
1980

Roger J. Dugal taught at Diman Regional Vocational Technical High School for 
35 years and in this time experienced many memorable moments that he says he will 
never forget. Picking his favorite was difficult to choose, but he decided to share a 
stoiy about one of his most rewarding experiences during his teaching career.

“On the final day of school as students walked out of my room, especially 
seniors, I wondered in what way I made a difference in his or her life,” He recalled. “A 
former Diman graduate, upon hearing I was retiring, returned to school to wish me 
well and to thank me for making a difference in his life.” Mr. Dugal continued by 
speaking the words from the student that has stayed with him since. “Mr. Dugal, that 
Law Class you taught played a huge role in my decision to pursue a law degree. I 
wouldn’t be where I am today without your help.” Mr. Dugal added that the student is 
now a practicing attorney in the area today.

“There is no greater reward than to know you have made a difference tn 
someone’s hfe. I am humbled and truly grateful to this student for letting me know I 
made a difference, and to Diman, for affording me the opportunily to have such a long 
and enjoyable teaching career.” Mr. Dugal concluded.

Jorge Baptista 
Class of 1981

Jorge Baptista, Class of 1981, says that Diman Regional gave him a great basis 
for hfe. He learned many skiUs that benefited him. Although he chose a different 
career path, he finds that he has extended skUls that help him with other aspects of 
his life, thanl^s to Dlman. “It was a great school, and it is even better today,” Jorge 
said. He is happy that his daughter is able to make her journey through Diman as 
weh.
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Raymond Boule 
Class of 1984

Ra^onond Boule gi’aduated from Diman in 1984. He spent all four years of his 
Diman career in the Carpentiy shop. While at Diman, he participated in many sports 
including golf, basketball, and baseball. He was also a Co-op employee at AH 
Leeming and Sons Inc. for his Junior and Senior year at the school. Over the course 
of the yeai'S he spent at Diman, he made many friends and met many people. 
Raymond states that Diman has shaped liim into the kind, giving, and sldUful 
gentleman he is today. He takes pride in his work, works hard, and does tasks right 
the first time rather than over and over again the wrong way. He has learned many 
valuable lessons at tins school and values that have aided liim thi'oughout life.

Edward Parisee 
Class of 1985

I think that the teachers in the Plumbing shop during my time at Diman really 
influenced my life. After I graduated, I went on to pursue a career in plumbing. I still 
work as a plumber today. I would not have been able to do this without the education

AI received at Diman High School.

Edward Roussel 
Class of 1986

Edward Roussel graduated from Diman in 1986. When he was asked to share a 
positive experience, he remembered going on a ski trip put on through the school. 
This was his first time skiing. Diman has introduced him to new horizons. Because he 
came from a large family, he hadn’t experienced this before coming to Diman. As a 
result of this experience, he still enjoys skiing with his family.

Another question that Edward was asked was how a Diman education gave him 
the opportunities to be successful. He was in the Plumbing shop his entire high 
school career and it helped him gain an excellent work ethic.
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He has been working in the same place for twenty five years. Also, he has 
obtained a hcense in two states; he has his Masters hcense in Rhode Island, and his 
Jonmeyman hcense in Massachusetts. During his senior year, he received the 
outstanding vocational student award in his shop.

Paulina DeSousa 
Class of 1986

Pauhna DeSousa graduated from Diman in 1986. Diman gave her the 
opportunity to be successful because it gave her the job skills needed to be assertive, 
knowledgeable, and have a great work ethic to compete in today’s job market. 
Diman’s knowledgeable teachers in their trades were able to pass along career 
sustaining basics throughout her hfe. During her time at Diman, eveiy experience was 
positive because Diman always stressed the importance of excellence and striving to 
be the best you can be while in a safe environment to be yourseU.

David Mello
Class of 1986

David Mello was a Diman student from the Class of 1986. He attended the 
Automotive Technology shop and excelled in his shop class. He holds a position on 
a committee for Diman, and still holds some close ties to different teachers in the 
school. “There were a lot of positive experiences, one of them being able to stih 
interact and continue a friendsliip with some of the teachers after 23 years.” Mr. 
Mello’s education tlu'ough Dunan’s Automotive Teclmology shop proved to be 
beneficial; even after he gTaduated in 1986 he continued to prosper ui his trade. “A 
Diman education afforded me the opportunity to work as a mechanic and work my 
way up to being foreman, then manager at Porier Buick for 13 years,” MeUo 
explained. “I later went on using the stills they taught me to one day own my own 
business [Advanced Motors]. I have been in business eight years.”
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Doug Brodeur 
Class of 1987

Doug Brodeur from the graduating class of 1987 stated that when he was a 
freshman in Machine Shop, he made a handle for one of the machines in the Graphic 
department. It was gratifying to him to see a part that he made in his shop actually 
put to use, unhke the punches and hammers they made which he did not use until 
later on.

Christopher Souza 
Class of 1987

Christopher Souza is a Diman graduate from the class of 1987. According 
to Mr. Souza, his fours years at Diman were ah positive ones. “The teachers, 
both academic and shop, were veiy helpful in preparing me for success after 
high school was completed.” He recaUs that his most notable experiences were 
placing tn second place or higher in the annual Trade Fair held at Diman. 
When asked how a Diman education had afforded him with opportunities to be 
successful, Mr. Souza provided a number of examples. “The education I 

ij received while attending Diman was always current with what was being 
practiced in the industiy. This made going out into the field veiy easy.” He 
studied in the Drafting shop, and now works as a mechanical engineer.

Another plus that he noted about Diman was the particular attention that 
is paid to teaching work ethics. He noticed, at the time, that schools that his 
friends attended had attendance pohcies that were less strict than Diman’s. He 
explained, “Once I was in the real world, I reahzed that those friends were not 
given a reaUstic education for what an employer expected from them each day.” 
After leaving Diman, Mr. Souza went to Bristol Community College for his 
Associate’s Degree in Mechanical Engineering. He then went on to Southern 
Massachusetts University, now the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth, for 
his Bachelor’s Degree in Mechanical Engineering. He now designs machines 
“that pretty much replace people with robots.”
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The Here and Now
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CARLOS REIS
SCORES HIS 1000- 
CAREER POINT

©hg baby
Students find parenting 
not a part-time endeavor
By MARCIA POBZEZNIK
Horald News Staff Reporter

FALL RIVER — Health officials saw the need five years ago to take 
Of lion when siatlslics showed that one out of every sLx babies bom ot 
St. Luke's Hospital In New Bedford were bom to teen-agers, giving that 

city the
distinction of 
having the 
second highest 
number of births 
to teen-age 
mothers In the 
state.

•Thal was the 
motivation.” said 
Lucinda 
Guilbeault.a 
registered nurse 
in the Family 
Center Unit at St 
Luke's who is 
one of several
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Diman student 
Elisa Ferreira 
holds a "baby- 
ihink-ll-^ver* doll 
as she recounts 
tor Human 
Science leecher 
Gisele Parent 
herexpenences 
in ihe RAPP

Horald News Pholo by JACK FOLEY program.

1999
1990

1997

MffDDDQOD
Members ol Diman 
Regional Vocational 

Technical High School 
National Honor Society aro 

pictured with gifts Ihey 
donated to the Salvation 
Army for area children. 

Students collected clothos 
and money to purchase 

winter clothes lor d 1 chil­
dren In tho area and deliv­
ered them to tho Salvation 

Army lor distribution. 
Throughout Uto v(‘ar. stu­
dents porfomi chnritalile 

acts such as duflodil sale in 
Marell for tho Cancoi 

Society and raised inonev 
to build a handicap lanip in 
Swansea. From loll Io iiuhl 
ore: Emosl Rupoi-a. Tony 

Santos. Craii) Siuicioi, 
Erica Followoll and Li^ia 

Pacheco.
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Diman's First Biology Class 1994
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Junior Class Boat Trips
1996 and 1997
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Girls' First Volleyball Team 1999
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Tennis Team 2000

Girls First
Soccer Team 2008
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Serving up a Great Season
Diman has a new sports team

Girls volleyball at Diman Regional is only in its first year and it has been extremely 
successful. According to Coach Chris Cyr, "bringing volleyball to this school has brought girls 
who don’t usually try out for sports to try out It has also interested boys in the sport" Jessica 
Pedro, a setter on the team says, 'The team has done pretty good for the first year." The team's 
strengths are teamwork and good servers. The team’s weakness is communication. 
"Communication is key," added Jessica. The team’s biggest challenge was to beat New Bedford 
Voc. Coach Cyr describes the team as being "very intimidating." Coach Robert Parks of the junior 
varsity team has seen great improvement in his team. "I should see a bigger improvement next 
year. A lot of hard work and dedication made this team a success.” If you are interested in joining 
volleyball next year, you should contact the school during the summer. Remember, when school 
starts, volleyball has already started.

Vicky Byrne CA -1999
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New Program - New Opportunity - Dental Assistance 
DIman has a new Dental Program 
1998

The Dental program, new at Diman Regional, offers students hands on training in the 

field. The Dental Program teaches students the skills they will need to work as a dental 
assistant In shop, the students work on dummies, practicing passing instruments and sterilizing 
equipment in the autoclave. The teachers are Mrs. Maria Torres and Ms. Linda Pettine. 
According to Mrs. Torres, 'The opportunity to pass along years of experience and the chance to 
work with teenagers is what brought me here." Out of the twenty students that are enrolled in the 
Dental Program, Jessica Rodrigues, a junior at Diman Regional, transferred from Culinary Arts 
into the Dental shop her sophomore year. "I just couldn't see myself as a cook for the rest of my 
life." Jessica likes the idea of having a new shop. “It’s something different" She finds the program 
exciting and informative, and many students seem to like it According to Jessica, the shop is 
"fun, interesting, and you get to learn all new things that are important" Jessica also enjoys 
working with people and teaching them things that they should know and realize is important
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Maureen Pacheco 
English, 1991

Tom Hopkins 
Science, 1990

Goretti Balch 
English, 1992

Dennis Duval 
Guidance, 1995

1993 Yearbook Dedicatees — Diman Faculty 
The twenty-fifth gradoiting diss of Diinan Regional X’oea- 
lional TeefaniaU High School dedicates the 1993 ARTISAN to 
the entire Diinan faculty. Throoghoit the past twenty-five 
years these educators throngh tbdr commitment to excellence 
hare consistently provided toowkdge, expertise, concern and 
Icadmhip to their students. This positive inllacnce has en­
abled Dinan graduates to aspire to become soccessfol in their 
fatme endeavnts. Katherine Caramos 

Librarian, 1994

John Cantwell 
Drafting, 1998

Fran Mitchell 
School Nurse, 1996

Tom Aubin 
History, 1998

Dave Viveiros
Culinary Related, 1999

Roger Salpietro 
Culinary Arts, 1999
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Michael Welch
Sociology, 2000

Stephen Blanchette 
Machine Tool 

Technology, 2000

Leonard Freeman 
Science, 2001

Teresa Silvia 
Health Careers, 2001

Maria Torres 
Dental Assisting, 2002

Karen Oliveira 
Health Assisting, 2002

Frank Kuthan 
Science, 2002

Paul Rehello 
History, 2003

Judy Davidian-Taylor 
Dental Assisting, 2003

Roger Salpietro 
Culinary Arts, 2003

83



WM SB Mi
Cynthia Polak 

English Language Arts, 
2004

Stephen Blanchette 
Machine Tool 

Technology, 2004

John Miranda 
Auto Mechanics, 

2005

Peter Goj 
Mathematics, 2005

Paul Rebello
History, 2006

David Viveiros 
Culinary Arts, 2006

Cynthia Berube 
Health Assisting, 

2006

Goretti Balch 
English Language 

Arts, 2007

Maureen Pacheco 
English Language 

Arts, 2007

Daniel Pacheco 
Electricity, 2007

Martin Bernat
Machine Tool Tech, 2007



Maria Torres 
Dental Assisting, 

2008
Decio Matos 

Mathematics, 2008

William Goncalo 
English Language Arts, 

2009

Louis Tabicas 
Auto Collision, 2009

Armand Larguinha 
Electricity, 2010

Trish Guida 
English Language Arts, 

2010

Michael Furtado 
History, 2012

Vincent Medeiros 
Mathematics, 2011

Henry Daigle 
Plumbing, 2011

Christopher McGovern 
Culinary Arts, 2012

100*** Anniversary Favor 
and Commemorative 

Ornament
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Class of 1996

Kurt Chouinard 
Machine Tool 
Technology

Jamie Manuels 
Electronics

Class of 1997
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Class of 1998

Herman Medeiros 
HVAC

Lenny Dutra 
Plumbing

Class of 1999

Class of 2000

SuzanneRaposo 
Office Technology

Steven Bradham 
Plumbing

Class of 2001

Gilbert Rocha 
Machine Tool 
Technology

Christopher McGovern 
Culinai7 Arts

Class of 2003

Class of 2002
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Allenc/ee.s
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Anniversaiy cake with student 
representatives

Mr. and Mrs. Pacheco

Mr. Brian Bentley
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Allendee.s
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Anniversai'v cake with student 
representatives
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Mr. and Mrs. Montleon

Let's dance

Nice beat...
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Fall River Mayor U 'illiain Flanagan
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Browsin'^ through memorie.s
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Everett Medeiros
Class of 1990

Everett Medeiros, a former Machine Tool Technology student of Diman Regional 
Vocational Teclmical High School who graduated from Diman in 1990, remembers 
receiving positive reinforcement and encouragement from his trade instructor 
Mr.Villa. Mr. Medeiros received encouragement to perform tasks that would have 
seemed out of reach from his skill set, but with the aid of the devoted instructors he 
passed each obstacle with flying colors and excelled in the trade. He was pushed to 
participate in the VICA competition where he went on to win a gold medal at the 
national competition.

Everett Medeiros is thankful for the education that Diman provided for him. The 
education he received at Diman Regional gave him the opportunity to find a 
successful career within the tool and die making trade. His Diman Regional 
Vocational education provided him with a strong foundation and advanced knowledge 
that allowed him to excel in the trade. He was recruited by Gillette to work for them 
as a machinist due to his successes as a Diman Regional student and has worked 
there since liis graduation in 1990.

Joseph DeSousa 
Class of 1990

One positive exiDerience I had as a Diman student was when I brought my own 
father’s car into my shop. Autobody. I was allowed to work on my father’s car, and 
learned more about how his car worked, something wliich beforehand had never 
crossed my mind. I worked on this car with my cousin, who now owns his own 
Autobody shop. Although in my life I am a carpenter, the trainmg I received in 
Autobody has benefited me at times where I could find a problem in a friend’s car 
and help them fix that problem.
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Eric Carvalho
Class of 1990

Eric Caivalho, a graduate of 1990, remembers when he was informed that he 
was in the top ten of his class. Eric recalls that it was the day of his graduation 
practice when he and nhie other students were asked to get up and sit in the first 
row of the auditorium. Excluded from the rest of their class, he was cmious and 
confused as to why he was sitting in the front row. Then after the graduation 
practice, aU students but those ten, including Eric, were asked to stay beliind. They 
were then told that they had accomphshed being the top ten of the class of 1990. It 
was a proud moment not only for Eric, but all of his friends and family too.

Mr. Nogueira
1990

Mr. Nogueira’s most memorable moment as a teacher was seeing one of his old 
students at a market nearly ten years after a terrible incident. Around the early 
nineties, one of Mr. Nogueira’s students was an exceptional fabricator with much 
potential, but made some wrong decisions in his life. The student became caught up 
in drugs and followed the wrong crowd. One morning the student came into school 
under the influence of drugs and because of the smell and the way the student was 
acting, Mr. Nogueira immediately questioned him. Marijuana was found in the 
student’s locker and he was suspended for the possession of drugs. Though this was 
an awful event, it turned out to save this student’s life. About ten years after the 
episode, Mr. Nogueira was shopping at a local market when the student spotted him. 
Although Mr. Nogueira had this student suspended for drugs, the student came up to 

^him, shook his hand, and thanked him. He told Mr. Nogueira that after he was 
busted for drugs, he turned his life around. The student had stopped using drugs and 
alcohol and went on to hve a successful life with a large house, a wife, and two 
children. This was the most memorable moment Mr. Nogueira could remember over 
his long teaching career.
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Mr. Avilla 
1992

After twenty years as a teacher and coach, Mr. Avilla has numerous memories. 
One hiunorous memoiy that he told us was when he was a freshman instructor. He 
was teaching an operation called “Boring” which is when you increase the size of a 
hole to a larger diameter. While checking on a student he simply asked “boring?" The 
student repUed “No Mr. Avilla, I’m having a good time.”

Although this simple memoiy stuck in his brain, Mr. Avilla will never forget 
when, after wanting to teach for a while, an opportunity arose at Diman to work 
alongside all the teachers that helped him be successful. He said “it was simply an 
honor.”

Mrs. Avilla
1997

Mrs. Avilla’s favorite part of the year is in September when she sees how the 
freshman have grown over the summer and come back sophomore year. A deUghtful 
memory she has of her experience at Diman was “How much the students have 
learned over the years and to see them grow and come back to tell about their 
children.” Mrs. Avilla liked how some past students have children that attend Diman 
as well. Another positive memoiy Mi’s. Avilla commented on was how pleasant it was 
to see Mrs. Ramos gi’ow up and do well in Machine Shop when it was typically a 
male shop.

Wlien asked to use one word to describe her feelings about Diman, Mrs. Avilla 
said she was proud. Wlien I asked her to describe what made her feel proud of 
Diman she said, “The things they do for the public and helping at shelters. And 
eveiy year they clothe a child.” Mrs. Avilla also thinl^s Diman is great school because 
it gives students opportunities like going on Co-op. “The Co-Op program puts 
students to work in the community, leading them to start their own business and 
come back to hire some students.” She also loves seeing the pride students have of 
their school. Mrs. Avilla enjoyed the faculty, students, and the overall school.
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Joseph Clearly, Jr. 
Class of 1999

Joseph Cleary Jr., graduated from Diman Regional in 1999. He took part in the 
four year Machine Shop program. A positive experience that Joseph had was being 
part of the track team. It taught him responsibihty and made him more social with 
his peers. Track was a sport that he enjoyed greatly and he made life long friends by 
being a part of that team. Joseph felt that Diman’s education afforded him with 
opportunities to be successful, because the Machine Shop program gave him the 
skills to enter the workforce right out of high school.

Mrs. Ramos 
Class of 2000

Being in Machine Shop was overall a place where Mrs. Ramos loved to be. She 
stated that while in shop she looked forward to going to school each day. Shop 
taught Mrs. Ramos morals and much more than what you may learn from any book 
One of her favorite memories from Machine Shop was how the shop was one huge 
family, and they all had each others back at the end of the day.

A Diman Education afforded her with many opportunities, and she was 
prepared with the knowledge that she needed to move forward and be successul. 
While moving on to BCC, Mrs. Ramos applied the knowledge she had learned and 
became the BCC Valedictorian of 2002.
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Mr. Rioux
Class of 2002

Mr. Rioux told me that when he first came to Diman, the Ubrary was in a 
transitional period, and was more of a dark, foreboding place. It wasn’t used often, 
and the furniture was of a bad quaUty. He mentioned that over the past 10 years, a 
system called “Collection Development” began. Mr. Rioux also told me that the 
library has been used as a hangout for students in the morning, and that students 
who do enjoy reading have access to more materials than they may have had before. 
I also asked Mr. Rioux about his most memorable Diman experience. He told me that 
he is impressed with how Diman accompUshes all that it does for the students and 
the community. He stated that Diman is a school with a family atmosphere.

Brad Beaudoin
Class of 2004

Brad Beaudoin graduated from Dunan in 2004 from the Plmnbing shop. Over 
his four years tn attendance, his most positive experience was participating in VICA, 
which is now known as SkillsUSA. Competing in a plumbing code test. Brad placed 
13th out of 25 competitors. Diman has also provided him with many opportunities in 
life. He proceeded to college after graduating but always knew that he had a 
vocational background to fall back on. Brad is now on his way to becoming an 
EngUsh teacher. He said that liis former Junior Honors teacher, Mrs. Maureen 
Pacheco, was/is his inspiration. Now he will have the opportmilty to inspire his 
students the way that Diman and Ills teachers have inspired lum.
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Erica Cadorette
Class of 2011

Erica M. Cadorette graduated from the CulinaiyArts program in 2011. Her 
most memorable time at Diman Regional was when she cooked for the school 
functions, sports banquets, and Admissions night. “The best part was also getting 
paid to have fun.” Dunan was a great portion of her life that she will never forget, 
especially when she worked school fmictions.

Mr. Viveiros

Ml’. Viveiros has memories of the more than 28 years as a Culinaiy educator at 
Diman Regional Vocational Technical High School. "Many moments have surfaced as 
to cherished happenings, especially educating and instilling a passion in young eager 
students and having them achieve their cuhnaiy endeavors. That has been for 
myself, the most rewarding."

John Carreiro

John Carreiro was a former Computer Science and Technology teacher at 
Diman. Mr. Carreiro enjoyed his experiences at Diman and if he could come back to 
teach, he would. He said “I am extremely proud of the students I have taught because 
most of them have become successful.” John enjoyed the impact he has on all of his 
students to create a positive outcome in their lives. Students who he taught have 
become Navy personnel and CEOs of large companies. John would never change his 

^past at Diman. He would never trade his experience for anything in the world.
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James Simoes

James Simoes was asked ‘What is one positive stoiy that you can tell me 
about what happened dining your Diman experience?” James was in the 
Automotive Technology shop during his Diman years. One day, James arrived late 
to school, so he sneaked into the garage door of his shop. The teachers noticed him 
and asked him why he was late. He told them that while he was driving to school, a 
dog ran out in front of his car and he hit it. The teachers, of course, beheved it and 
he was allowed into shop. AU day he and his friends made jokes like, “Boy it sure 
has been a ruff day.” Hiis stoiy inspired him, and a few weeks later he went and 
purchased a dog that he stiU has to this day

Although James has not pursued a career in the Automotive Technology field, 
he is able to fix his famUy, friends’, and his own car. He is saving money and time, 
which is wonderful because time and money are important and necessary in life.

Chris Bartley

I opened our interview with asking “Could you please teU me a positive 
exiDerience that happened during your years at Diman?” Mr. Bartley paused a 
moment, smUed, and then responded, “Going to a trade school aUowed me to go to 
school and actually create something that I could hold in my hand and appreciate. 
This shop experience aUowed me to discover what I Uked and didn’t like; it also 
gave me feelings of accomplishment everyday. I could hang out with my friends in 
shop, do something that I liked, and get good grades for it. He stated that tins was 
ultimately his favorite aspect of Dinian. Mr. Barlley was then asked, ‘Wliat has a 
Diman education done for you?” Chris responded, “I just recently ran for City 
Council, so obviously I didn’t pursue the carpentry trade. You could say that my four 
years of training were wasted, but those four years gave me a talent that most 
people don’t have. I now have a vocation, so if I ever want to turn around and 
pursue that I have that as a backup. Also, I left high school Imowing what it was 
like to work in an actual job, so I tarew what to expect going into the real world.”
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Janel Sahady

Although not a gTaduate of Diman, Janet Sahady was a member of the Diman 
staff for seventeen and a half years. She worked in the Business Office, where she 
met many wondeiJul people. She stated it was a “veiy pleasant atmosphere.” She 
also mentioned how she “enjoyed working with administrators and teachers the 
most.” Sahady claimed they were a "cooperative bimch of people.” Although she 
enjoys her retirement very much, she still misses going to work in the Business 
Office.

Special acknoiuledgment to the English Langiiage Arts Junior 
Honors class of 2013 for their time and commitment in inteimeioing 

these past emplogees and graduates.
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What do you think?
This is a copy of an employer’s letter to a potential vocational candidate, written 
in the 197O’s. Is it still acceptable today? You be the judge!
*Note to Readers: No grammatical changes have been made to this letter. The fault lies with the 
original writer.

Dear Kid:

Today you asked me for a job. From the look of your shoulders as you walked out, I 
suspect you've been turned down before, and maybe you believe by now that kids out of high 
school can't find work

But I hired a teenager today. You saw him. He was the one with the polished shoes and a 
necktie. What was so special about him. Not experience, neither of you had any. It was his 
attitude that got him on payroll instead of you. Attitude, son, ATTITUDE. He wanted that job 
bad enough to shuck the leather jacket, get a haircut, and look in the phone book to find out 
what his company makes. He did his best to impress me. That's where he edged you out.

You see. Kid, people who hire people aren't "with" a lot of things. We know more about 
Bing than Ringo, and we have some Stone Age ideas about who owes whom a living. Maybe that 
makes us prehistoric, but there's nothing wrong with the checks we sign, and if you want one, 
you'd better tune in to our wave length.

Ever hear of "empathy"? It's the trick of seeing the other fellow's side of things. I couldn't 
have cared less that you're behind in your car payments. That's your problem, and President 
Nixon's. What I needed was someone who'd go out in the world, keep his eyes open, and work 
for me like he'd work for himself. If you have even the vaguest idea of what I'm tiying to say, let 
it show the next time you ask for a job. You 'll be head and shoulders over the rest.

Look Kid: the only time jobs grew on trees was while most of the manpower was wearing 
GI. 's and pulling KP. For all the rest of history you've had to get a job like you get a girl; "Case" 
the situation, wear a clean shirt, and tiy to appear reasonably willing.

Maybe jobs aren't as plentiful right now, but a lot of us can remember when master 
craftsmen walked the streets. By comparison, you don't know the meaning of "scarce".

You may not believe it, but all around you employers are looking for young men smart 
enough to go after a job in the old-fashioned U'flv. When they find one, they can't wait to unload 
some of their worries on him.

For both our sakes, get eager, will you?

Author Unknown
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EST. 1968

Culinary 
Arts

EST. 1912

Metal Fabrication 
and Welding

EST. 1968

Electronics Auto 
Technology

Auto Collision 
Repair

EST. 2000

Dental 
Assisting

EST. @ 1945
EST. 1990

Heating, Ventilation, 
Air Conditioning, & 

Refrigeration

Machine Tool 
Technology




