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PROTECTING & CHAMPIONING PUBLIC SCHOOLS
2025-26 ADVOCACY PRIORITIES

Advance Student Success

* Allow districts the flexibility to fully use all allocated UPK aid
» Advance a transparent, sustainable, equitable Foundation Aid formula
» Balance tax cap priorities (exempt non-academic costs & allow carryover)
* Ensure public tax dollars do not fund private & charter schools
* Update teaching requirements to reflect modern educational needs
= Simplify teacher certification (out of state, career changers)
= Permit more teacher assignments outside certification areas
* Improve access to providers of mental health & special ed services
» Extend special needs student aid for services to age 22
» Support stability of Special Act School Districts
= Require agency sharing of key student info
= Codify recent tuition methodology improvements

Strengthen School Systems

* Delay implementation of EV bus mandate
* Coordinate support between governmental agencies for cybersecurity
* Modernize civil service hiring process to address staffing shortages
* Give districts full ownership over school calendar design
* Ensure security with right of refusal on school-based polling places
» Support school election operations (end second petition period)
* Support BOCES stability
= Permit reserve funds
= Extend eligibility for capital aid & adjust authorized lease terms
= Revisit budget vote timing

Stabilize Essential Funding

* Analyze fiscal impacts of Rockefeller recommendations to Foundation Aid
* Modernize Foundation Aid formula and codify ongoing review

* Maintain save harmless provision and expense-based aids

* Authorize OPEB reserves for long-term fiscal health

* Place limits on cost of out-of-district special ed programs

* Shift burden of proof for parent placed special ed students to parents

A sound basic education is a constitutional right. Public education is how we deliver it!




