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Before Neverland: Masquers Club Brings Peter’s Origin Story to Life

Underneath the twinkling stage lights, the
cast of Peter and the Starcatcher opened their first
night by taking the audience on a trip to the past.
Before his famous adventures with Wendy around
Neverland, Peter and the Starcatcher shares the
story behind one nameless orphan.

The curtains pulled back with a brilliant ap-
plause, revealing the wood paneling of the seaside
set. A disappointed Molly Aster, played by senior
Kasey Miller, sails to the kingdom of Rundoon
aboard The Neverland ship, a decoy, for she could
not accompany her father on The Wasp ship. Lord
Aster, played by Aidan Rios, is meant to safely de-
liver the magical cargo of “starstuff,” but is unaware
that the trunks on the ships have been swapped.
Stowaway orphans Prentiss (Samantha Gullo),
Ted (Mia DiFrancisco), and one simply called “Boy”
(Aiden Van Ommeran) lament about how society
has abandoned them, and Boy directs his anger
towards grownups. While exploring the ship, with a
clever use of a rope to imitate passageways, Molly
aligns herself with the orphan boys and shares her
mission as an “Apprentice Starcatcher”: she and her
father must collect starstuff and dispose of it.

Through quick costume changes, the crew
aboard The Wasp reveal themselves to be thieving
pirates, led by the infamous Captain Black Stache,
played by Leo Goldstein. Black Stache learns of
the swapped treasure, and pursues The Neverland
Ship. He encourages the orphans to join him, even
suggesting that Boy should find himself a pirate
name. Inspired, the boy declares his name to be
Peter. Rattling thunder and urgent music filled the

theater as the ships collided, leaving the audience

feeling as if they had really been shipwrecked. De-

spite the building tension as everyone swims to the
nearest island, the room is filled with laughter and
cheers from the audience.

The start of the second act began with a
comedic musical number and outrageous tropical
costumes. Coconut bras, grass skirts, and flashy
colors caught the audience off guard, offset when
the cast began to sing a melodious tune, marking a
strong vocal performance from several singers.

The curtains again opened to display Peter
stranded upon the island, alone at the mountaintop
beside the trunk of starstuff. He is reunited with his
fellow orphans, and on this mysterious island, they
encounter all kinds of island dwellers. The Mollusks,
who attempt to feed them to a hungry crocodile, a
mermaid named Teacher (Natalie Macnow), and
a particular yellow bird that flies in circles around
Peter. Stache and his sidekick Smee (Carolyne
Datkhayeva) attempt to lure the children out to steal
their treasure trunk, regularly leaving the audience
doubled over in laughter with their hilarious banter
at Stache’s malapropism—the habit of saying the
wrong word. Despite their seemingly foolish at-
tempts at obtaining the starstuff, the two manage to
capture Molly and give Peter the ultimatum.

In a final faceoff, the audience sat on the
edge of their seat for Peter’s choice. Would he
give up his chance at freedom with the starstuff, or
would he save dear Molly Aster’s life? An emotional
decision and act of selflessness, Peter hands over
the trunk. Captain Black Stache celebrates his vic-
tory, but hardly before he finds it completely empty.

Much to the audience’s amusement, Stache slams

Holiday Issue

by Peyton Angalet

the trunk shut in frustration... closing it sharply on
his right hand. Stache declares Peter as his eternal
enemy, “the Skywalker to his Vader,” among several
other puns, and departs with fanfare as his hand is
fed to the ferocious crocodile.

Molly Aster and Peter bid each other a sor-
rowful goodbye, but not before they realize Peter
has been transformed by the starstuff, and must
remain on Neverland island where he will never
grow up. Molly herself has been changed, for she is
now a fully established Starcatcher. The two prom-
ise to meet again one day, and Peter watches with
his Lost Boys as the Asters sail into the distance.

This year’s Peter and the Starcatcher marks
another successful year for the Masquers Club.
The familiar characters, humor, and coming-of-age
plot kept the show engaging for attendees of all
ages. The bittersweet ending of the play hits close
to home for many, with its push and pull against the
tides of growing up.

Congratulations to everyone involved,
including the Starcatching cast, crew, accompani-
ment, and the staff who make these efforts possible.
With the amazing performances and success of this

year, we can’t wait to see what comes next!
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The National Art Honor Society’s Contest Win

by: Natalie Manow

In this year’s run of the GC High School Club Bulletin Board Contest, the National Art Honor Society won not only the first voting session,

but also in the redo that occurred when students expressed their frustration that they had no
chance to vote. This creation was made over the span of two weeks, with many drafts being
shown throughout the club until they landed on the final project.
While there were many members that had participated in working on this piece of art, a lot of
it had been created by members Mariah Cueva, Anghesly Hernandez, Anjhelyny Hernandez,
Barbara Benitez, and Hailey Aguilar. After talking with Mariah, some insight was gained on the|
challenge that this painting proved itself to be.
‘I remember going after school and during all my free periods to work on the bulletin
board, and after hearing that we won, | was very excited for what else was in store for the Art
Club. I wouldn’t have ever been able to finish it in time without Anghesly, Anjhelyny, Hailey,
Barbara and everyone who is a part of the Art Club that dedicated their time to painting the
board. As well, Mrs. Verni, who let us use all her wonderful supplies and let all the creativity
run rampant.”
Anghesly had the idea of combining two famous paintings, which wound up being Mi-
chaeanglo’s Creation of Adam, and Vincent Van Gogh'’s Starry Night. And even though there
was originally some trouble with resizing the hands to fit the proper dimensions, and the blue
paint not showing up at first on the black background, they still managed to create something beautiful.
Congrats to the National Art Honor Society! The bulletin board looks amazing, and you all worked extremely hard on it.
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English classes at the high school use a portion of their class time for Independent Reading, where students and teach-
ers select a book of their choice to read freely. Each month the Knightly News will talk to one teacher and one student to
share their thoughts about what they’re currently reading. Here’s what they had to say:

? KRISTIN -

Would you recommend this book to someone?
Why or why not?

Absolutely—I would highly recommend The Wom-
en by Kristin Hannah. It is one of the best histori-
cal fiction novels I've read in a long time. Hannah
weaves together vivid character development and
meaningful historical detail, crafting a story that
feels both intimate and universally resonant. Even
though | usually gravitate toward WWil-era narra-
tives, this novel, set during the Vietnam War, was
a refreshing change and gave me a new perspec-
tive on a pivotal time in history. It also shed light on
stories that are often overlooked—especially the
experiences of women during war. The characters
are unforgettable, the emotions feel real, and the
story is both heartbreaking and inspiring. | think
anyone who enjoys historical fiction, strong charac-
ters, or emotionally rich storytelling would find this
book hard to put down.

Why do you think other readers would enjoy it?
Why did you enjoy it (if you did) or why didn’t you (if
you didn’t)?

| think readers would love this novel because it
feels so deeply human. Hannah really captures the
emotional weight of war—not just for the soldiers,
but for the women who served alongside them

and the families who were left waiting. | person-
ally loved the book because it gave me a glimpse
into a part of history | hadn’t really explored. Since
this was my parents’ generation, it also hit closer
to home and helped me better understand what
that time might have been like for them. The story
moves at a great pace, the characters are so easy
to care about, and it balances heartbreak with mo-
ments of real strength and hope. It just feels honest
in a way that stays with you.

What ages or types of readers do you think would
like the book?

| think older high school students and adults would
appreciate this book most, especially those who
enjoy historical fiction, strong female characters, or
stories that explore moral complexity. Anyone inter-
ested in or curious about the Vietnam War would
find the story both engaging and eye-opening. |
am constantly recommending this book to my AP
Language students!

How much did you know about this book before
picking it up? What surprised you the most about
the book?

I didn’t know much about the story when | picked

it up. I was simply looking for my next independent

reading book and kept hearing great things about it.
| had also read Kristin Hannah’s The Nightingale—

a WWII historical fiction novel | loved—so [ figured
Id give this one a try. | had no idea I'd end up loving
it even more than | expected. | anticipated learning
something new, but | didn’t expect to feel so con-
nected to the characters—their sacrifices, strength,
and struggles. That emotional impact stayed with
me long after [ finished the book.

What surprised me most was discovering just how
vital women were during the Vietnam War. They
played an essential role, yet they’re rarely acknowl-
edged or given credit for their service. | was also
struck by the sheer complexity of this war—the po-
litical tension, the emotional toll, and the impossible
situations people were placed in. Learning about it
through the characters’ experiences was both sur-
prising and heartbreaking.

How thought-provoking did you find the book? Did
the book change your opinion about anything, or did
you learn something new from it? If so, what?

The book was incredibly thought-provoking. It chal-
lenged my understanding of the Vietnam War by
highlighting the often-overlooked contributions of
women—particularly nurses, who were constantly
exposed to trauma yet frequently went unrecog-
nized. It made me reflect on how many historical
narratives have gaps or silences where women’s
stories—and the experiences of other marginalized
or overlooked groups—should be. | walked away
with a deeper appreciation for their courage and the
emotional toll they carried long after returning home.

How did the book make you feel? Did it evoke any
emotions? Make you laugh, cry, or cringe?

IThe novel brought out so many emotions for me.
There were moments that genuinely made me angry
at the injustices the characters faced, and more

than a few passages that brought me to tears. |
found myself in awe of their strength, compassion,
and resilience. Even now, as | write about it, those
same feelings are resurfacing. It’s one of those
books that lingers long after you finish—not just be-

ALICE WALKER

Would you recommend this book to someone? Why
or why not?

I could recommend this book to anyone since I find
it to be an amazing mixture of historical fiction with
Feminist and African American literature additions.
The book also comments on gender roles and sexu-
ality in a 1920s South American setting which only
makes the book a more interesting read.

Why do you think other readers would enjoy it? Why
did you enjoy it (if you did) or why didn't you (if you
didn't).

Yes | enjoy it because it is an uplifting story about
| enjoyed reading The Color Purple because of the
description of god in the book. It really surprised
me to read such an enlightening idea in histori-
cal fiction. Even though the theme of the book is
dark and depressing, through its deeper dives on
multiple aspects of life in the 1920s as an African
American woman, it ensures any type of reader
would gain something from reading it.

What ages or types of readers do you think would
like the book?

I'd say to completely grasp every topic this book
has to offer, the reader should be above the age of
16, even better if you're older. | say this because
this was a challenged book and it includes profani-
ties, however if you have an open enough mind, it
is a gem of a novel.

How much did you know about this book before
picking it up? What surprised you the most about
the book?

| knew absolutely nothing, in fact my friends chose
the book before | could even see the cover. | was
immediately surprised with how harsh the book
was, no censorship whatsoever. But | was only sur-
prised because it was my first time reading such a
book. After getting over my initial shock, | realized
that the language and style used was necessary

to deliver the message, hence making me like the
book even more.

How thought-provoking did you find the book? Did
the book change your opinion about anything, or
did you learn something new from it? If so, what?

I liked the book and I will not exaggerate. | consider
this book will be thought provoking for anyone who
reads it. It will enlighten and change opinions. How-
ever, | consider myself a very wise person already,
I was not affected significantly, | only enjoyed how
truthful and touching it was.

How did the book make you feel? Did it evoke any
emotions? Make you laugh, cry, or cringe?

I had times | laughed, laughing at the cries of peo-
ple. Crying at the smiles of them. Even if it sounds
dramatic | have to say, this book will make you feel
emotions you aren’t used to feeling while reading
literature, a simple novel.
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Boys Varsity Basketball “oach Falen BBGirls Varsity Basketball

W W

Key Players/Captains: Mark Reeves, Eli Jorge, Mason Foster,
Owen Hall, Micah Allen

Coach Freitag

Key Players: Brooke Simmons, Siena Scagliola, Sarai Fernan-
dez, Jahlia Barnes, Sophia Gonzales.

Key Games/Opponents: Garden City, Hewlett, Roslyn Key Games/Opponents: Oyster Bay Holiday Tournament. All
league games.

Coach’s Take/Season Expectations: “The Boys Basketball team led
by Captain Mark Reeves, last year All County player, has their work

cut out for them as Nassau County Power houses Roslyn and Garden
City are the elite of the conference they play in. A tough non-conference
schedule including teams like Valley Stream North, Locust Valley and
Bellmore JFK will help make this team play better as the season goes
along. First year player Jordan Robinson will be added to a mostly
senior squad. Height is certainly something we have a lot of this year as
we hope this helps to achieve one of the final two playoffs spots within
our conference.”

Coach’s Take/Season Expectations: “The Girls Varsity Basketball
Team looks forward to a competitive and action packed season. The
Big Red are returning many players from last season, and look to build
off of last season’s success! The Big Red look to take home the gold at
the Oyster Bay Holiday tournament, and compete for a playoff spot in
league play. The Big Red looks to continue building the program as it
has been growing in popularity over recent years.”

Boys and Girls Track oach Rosario

Varsity Wrestling “oach Kocienda

Top Runners/Captains: Cam Allen, Giuliana Portaro
Key Matches/Tournaments: Invitational (Bishop Loughlin

Top Wrestlers: Aiden Ham, Anthony Fernandez, Mayson Dav- Games), County Finals (February), State Finals (March)

latshoev, Gamar Letellier, Matt Jackson, Phil Delfino, Emiliano
Zuniga-Canales Jr, Ben Napolitano, Elijah Gooden

Girls Team- Alexa Benitez, Victoria Useda, Stephany Yanes, Halle
Sanchez

Coach’s Take/Season Expectations: “We're looking forward to anoth-
er big season from our runners. Last year we had a lot of new personal
bests and even a County Champ. We have a great group of kids and
are looking forward to another great winter track season.”

Key Matches/Tournaments: McCullough Tournament at Glen

Cove Cove Cup Rifle Team

oach Bryggman

X

Top Marksman/Markswoman: Ayva Colato, Michael Mecca,
Luke Benzinger

Coach’s Take/Season Expectations: “The Varsity Wrestling team
looks forward to an exciting season. Led by returning All-Conference
wrestlers Aiden Ham, Anthony Fernandez, Mayson Davlatshoev, Phil
Delfino and Moamen Mosbah, We also have senior veterans Gamar
Letellier, Matt Jackson, Emiliano Zuniga-Canales, Elijah Gooden and
Ben Napolitano. With a talented group of younger wrestlers filling in the
weight classes the Big Red look to score very well in the McCullough
Tournament as well as the Cove Cup. Down the road, the team looks to
qualify a large number of wrestlers for the Nassau County Tournament
and look to score big once we get there.

The girls look to improve upon their 5th place finish at the Nassau
County Girls Tournament last year. County finalist Alexa Benitez eyes
the top prize this year and a trip to the states.”

Key Matches/Tournaments: All League Matches and Nassau
County Championship

Coach’s Take/Season Expectations: “The Glen Cove co-ed rifle team
is excited to begin a highly competitive league schedule this season.
With a strong core of returning athletes and a promising group of new-
comers, the program is set for continued growth and success. Key
returners include Ayva Colato, Luke Benziger, and Michael Mecca, who
bring valuable experience to the lineup. As my first season as head
coach, | am enthusiastic about our direction and confident in the dedica-
tion our athletes demonstrate each day. We look forward to a rewarding
and competitive season ahead.”

Varsity Cheerleading % Coach Gehnrich

Captains: Caroline Dasilva, Makaylaa Chestnut, and Angele Ser-
rano

Kickline Coach D’ Ambrosio

Top Members/Captains: Isabella Damiano, Michelle Pinilla Her-
nandez

Key Competitions/Tournaments: Cheerleading Competitions in
Massapequa, Freeport and Cold Spring Harbor

Season Expectations: (Quote Please) “The Glen Cove Cheerleading Key Competitions/Tournaments: Kickline Dance Tournaments

team is coming from a successful sideline season in the Fall and look-

ing forward to the competition season this Winter. With many of our sea- Coach’s Take/Season Expectations: “The team is looking strong! We
soned cheerleaders returning and some new athletes, we are excited are excited to compete January 10th and February 7th.” The team has

and working very hard for an hopefully successful season.” been working hard and we are excited to bring home a trophy!”




