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 Happy Holidays, SHA Community!
 Whether you’re celebrating Kwanzaa, Christmas, Hanukkah, Yule, or
Saturnalia, wintertime is certainly a time of year packed with mystic
history and strong traditions. We hope you take this time of year to
forget about school work for a while, sit back, relax, and enjoy the people
in your life that make this time mystical and magical. 
 And after Christmas, we have New Year’s! 2025 has certainly been long
and eventful, and we are sure we are all collectively looking forward to
delving into a new year. With it comes the end of the first semester, the
start of the seniors’ graduation year, and the end of Stranger Things.
Needless to say, big time. But even as time changes, some things remain
constant, and ’tis the season to appreciate those things, those people, and
those places that are strong and consistent in your life. Even when it’s
cold and drearily cloudy, the sun never fails to rise again, and may this
edition bring a little more holiday cheer and light into your life this
season.
 Sincerely, 
 Your Chez Nous Editors
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We all get cards around the holidays, whether from family members or
friends or some long lost coworker of your mom that you have never
heard about yet always makes sure to send a happy beach photo with the
“Joy to the World” caption and a subtext of “Look at how happy and
successful and beautiful my suburbanite family is.” Like, okay Sherry,
we get it. Happy holidays, your good will toward us is just as fake as
those blonde locks of yours. Your roots are showing.
 Sending cards may have evolved into some kind of modern, artificial art
form, but over her past four years at SHA, one particular student has
reclaimed this particular way of showing love and appreciation for her
peers and teachers by making cards for everyone. It’s no wonder that the
Junior Skit dubbed her as Most Likely to Put a Smile on Your Face. I
am, of course, speaking about my wonderful classmate Makasia Bility.
 Makasia has uncovered every person in our grade’s birthdays, as well as
some of the teachers and many in the classes below us, purely so that she
can make cards for them. She keeps track of other important events in
people’s lives as well. From AP exams to driver’s license tests, Makasia
is an all-knowing well of information that comes from patiently listening
to people and being extremely considerate.
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She cares so much about others, and she expresses that through the
customized cards that she makes.
 And when I say customized, I mean customized. Makasia takes everyone’s
favorite things, from hobbies to interests to favorite type of coffee, and makes
cards that truly reflect both the personality of the receiver and the care and
consideration of the giver. Not only that, she passes the cards around to
everyone she can find so that they can sign them, and when she gives out her
cards they are full of signatures that never fail to make the receiver smile and
feel undeniably appreciated. 
This season is a season marked by generosity, from the giving of gifts to
family members, giving time to service events, and giving your heart to fun
and festive SHA traditions that mark us apart as a community. Throughout
her time at SHA, Makasia has been carrying on our school’s spirit of
generosity and reinforcing that community by making others feel appreciated
out of the goodness of her heart. She has taken card making and returned it
to its status as a true art form, a reflection of the goodness the SHA
community strives to exude and her own generous character. And Makasia,
as you are probably reading this, your unending compassion is always valued.
Wherever you go, you will never stop bringing love and joy into everything
that you do, and you will continue making the world a brighter place one card
at a time.
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It’s not unusual to have a tree and decorate it with ornaments during
Advent. But this tree is not always your traditional Christmas tree; it
can be a Jesse Tree. We’ve always done a Jesse Tree in my family,
and it’s one of my favorite traditions. I can remember debating with
my siblings over who got to hang the ornament each night and
listening while my parents read the corresponding story. Because of
how much the Jesse Tree has meant to me, I wanted to share that
excitement and experience with a younger audience. 
 A Jesse Tree is usually just a small tree or branch that represents the
shoot of growth out of Jesse’s lineage, which can be followed all the
way to Jesus. Each night, a story is read from the Bible and the
corresponding ornament is hung on the tree. All of these stories lead
up to ones about Mary and Joseph and eventually Jesus.
 I first brought this idea up with Ms. Altieri, who helped me plan and
execute the entire process. I then went to the first and second grade
religion class, who were so excited to learn about Jesse Trees and
even make their own ornaments. The first thing we did was learn a
little about what it represents and why it’s important. Then, we
started making our ornaments and a few girls even helped me make
the tree itself.
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 I only visited the first day of the project, but it was so rewarding to
see their excitement and to get to know them a little better. I am so
grateful to have had this opportunity and to grow in my own
knowledge of Jesse Trees, as well as foster new interest in wonderful,
seasonal traditions in the lower school.
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Every year, the White House engages in Christmas festivities by
adorning itself in extravagant holiday decorations. Under each
presidential administration, the first lady traditionally oversees and
manages the process, selecting a color palette, specific ornaments,
and other displays to embody her chosen, unique theme for the
decorations. Furthermore, the annual themes often reflect the first
lady’s personal initiatives or national attitudes. However, under the
current Trump administration, the decorations are noticeably modest
for the 2025 holiday season. 
 Melania Trump, the current first lady, picked the theme “Home Is
Where the Heart Is” to celebrate Christmas at the White House. Her
office utilized plentiful ribbon, a Lego portrait of Donald Trump, 3D-
printed ornaments, and a palette of red, white, and blue. Yet, tourists
and reporters have noted that the decorations lack their traditional
extravagancy from previous years. Furthermore, the White House’s
Christmas tour routes have also been curtailed as traditional
entrances and viewing rooms have been denied visitor entry. 
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1.The Grinch
 This 2018 rendition of Dr. Seuss’s How The Grinch Stole Christmas
is in a 3D animation style, which reimagines the tale in an intriguing
and colorful way. The story focuses on a grumpy outcast, the Grinch,
and his plan to ruin Whoville’s extravagant Christmas celebration by
disguising himself as Santa and stealing the presents. The movie has a
solid soundtrack, including songs from Tyler the Creator and other
reimagined classics with a modern twist. 
Available on: Peacock and Amazon Prime

2. Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer
 This classic and iconic story from 1964 is a wonderful way to feel
some childhood nostalgia. It has a distinct stop motion animation,
setting up a playful atmosphere. It is about a reindeer who is excluded
because of his red nose. There are many well-known and loved songs
that will bring back past Christmas memories.
Available on: Apple TV and Amazon Prime
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3.Elf 
 This funny and exciting comedy released in 2003 is a great way to get
some holiday cheer. The story is about Buddy, a human who was
mistakenly raised in the North pole with elves. When he learns his
identity, he goes to New York in search of his father. There are many
iconic scenes and a popular cast that will get your Christmas break
started with laughs.
Available on: HBO Max, Hulu, and Amazon Prime
4.Home Alone
 This iconic Christmas comedy from 1990 will ensure lots of laughs this
Christmas. The story follows an 8 year old, Kevin McCallister, who gets
left home alone when his family forgets to bring him to the airport for the
family trip to Paris. This is a fun watch whether you’re with family or
friends or on your own. 
Available on: Disney+, Hulu, and Amazon Prime
5.National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation
 This movie is an entertaining slapstick comedy released in 1989. It is
about the Griswold family, who want to have a perfect family Christmas,
but that plan quickly goes to shambles. Basically, everything that can go
wrong goes wrong, and you can’t go wrong with this classic comedy.
Available on: Disney+ and Hulu
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6.It’s A Wonderful Life
 This classic Christmas drama released in 1946 will put you in your feels. It is
about a man, George Bailey, who has a major financial loss, causing him to
consider taking his life. A guardian angel is sent to him and shows George what
life would be like if he was never born. The movie explores themes of hope and the
importance of each individual. 
Available on: Amazon Prime
7.Love Actually
 This well-loved rom-com released in 2003 will boost your spirits this holiday
season. The story takes place in London, following multiple different romantic
relationships and their struggles. It highlights the different kinds of love, showing
the beauty and struggle behind our emotions and the Christmas season.
Available on: Peacock and Amazon Prime
8.Die Hard
 This thrilling action and debatable Christmas movie released in 1988 could bring
some excitement to your break. It follows a New York police officer, John
McClane, who has to save his wife and other hostages from a terrorist attack
during a Christmas Eve Party. It mixes high intensity and humor, creating an
exciting action film.
Available on: Hulu, Peacock, Disney+, and Amazon Prime
 These are just a few of the many amazing Christmas movies, but they are fan
favorites and have a good variety of genres. Enjoy your Christmas break and
holiday season!
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As the weather gets colder, the most festive holiday approaches, but many people may
only have a basic understanding of where this magical time of year originates. The
Christmas holiday, majorly connected to the Christian aspects of the season, has
developed through the years as the religion itself has grown. Regarding the religious
characteristics intertwined with this season, this time of year has also been celebrated
before the growth of Christianity, in events called midwinter celebrations in various
past societies. The goal of this piece is to teach the backstory of a few different
celebrations during this time of year while also educating on the development of
Christmas.
 This time of the year has been celebrated for quite some time as the period when
Jesus Christ was born, acknowledged as such since about the mid-fourth century.
Previously to this, it was just considered the midwinter period, which was celebrated
in various types of ways for thousands of years. This time of celebration seemed to be
very special to those in the Neolithic period, where they celebrated with plenty of
feasts. People believe that during this time period, this specific time of year was
celebrated to honor the transition from darkness to the slow return of light. Similarly,
during ancient Rome, the Roman calendar consisted of plenty of holidays for their
many beliefs. During this time of year, winter was their time to celebrate three of the
most important gods. The three celebrations for this time were Saturnalia, which
celebrated Saturn and was dedicated for the switching of traditional roles, Kalendae,
which honored the god Janus, and a Roman holiday which was held in honor of the
Unconquered Sun. The last holiday mentioned is kind of the most similar to the
holiday celebrated today because, similarly to Christmas, it is also celebrated on
December 25. 
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 Christmas began to be celebrated around the third century in European locations
after the church declared December 25th as the day Jesus Christ was born. Although,
over years, there has been evidence that has surfaced that could imply Jesus was
actually born during the springtime. However, the church decided to appoint the
wintertime as his birthdate as a way to efficiently adapt pagan traditions from any
winter solace festivals. By doing this, it was an attempt by church leaders to increase
the possibility of Christmas being popularly accepted. As time progressed, Christmas
celebrations drastically changed due to religious reform. After Puritans took over
England, they ordered any Christmas spirit to be illegal! Of course, even after the
issue was fixed, the Puritans in the Americas made any lavish Christmas-related
celebrations illegal in Boston from 1659 to 1681. Around the 19th century is when
Christmas started to get brought back into the world. The reinvention of Christmas
during this time was with the help of Washington Irving writing The Sketchbook of
Geoffrey Crayon and Charles Dickens writing A Christmas Carol. These pieces of
work put the idea of Christmas being a loving, perfect family holiday into the heads of
many. With the reinvention of Christmas, it came with many traditions still seen
today, such as Christmas cards, Santa Claus, and even Christmas trees becoming
popular due to royals being spotted with one!
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Every year, the White House engages in Christmas festivities by
adorning itself in extravagant holiday decorations. Under each
presidential administration, the first lady traditionally oversees and
manages the process, selecting a color palette, specific ornaments,
and other displays to embody her chosen, unique theme for the
decorations. Furthermore, the annual themes often reflect the first
lady’s personal initiatives or national attitudes. Under the current
Trump administration, the decorations are noticeably modest for the
2025 holiday season. 
 Melania Trump, the current first lady, picked the theme “Home Is
Where the Heart Is” to celebrate Christmas at the White House. Her
office utilized plentiful ribbon, a Lego portrait of Donald Trump, 3D-
printed ornaments, and a palette of red, white, and blue. Some
tourists and reporters have noted that the decorations lack their
traditional extravagancy from previous years. Furthermore, the
White House’s Christmas tour routes have also been curtailed as
traditional entrances and viewing rooms have been denied visitor
entry. 
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So why isn’t this symbolic national building fully embracing the
holiday cheer, as it has in years prior? The White House is currently
undergoing considerable construction. The entire East Wing has been
completely leveled to make room for a 90,000 square-foot ballroom.
Meanwhile, the actual executive offices have remained completely
untouched. While administration officials describe this multimillion-
dollar project as a renovation that will modernize and transform part
of the White House into a luxurious and beautiful space, in reality,
the demolition prevents the house from contributing to its festive
traditions.  
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 Although Christmas trees have roots in both Egypt and Italy, they were
made popular by Germany. Because they stayed green all winter, evergreens
were used as decorations during the Winter Solstice, as a pagan tradition,
before being associated with the Christian holiday. They were thought to
ward off things such as illness and evil spirits. 
 In the 16th century, people in Germany began to decorate evergreen trees
and wooden pyramids with fruits and nuts, also eventually adding candles
after a protestant reformer, Martin Luther, pioneered adding candles to
them. Despite being popularized by Germany, the first written record of a
decorated Christmas tree was in Latvia in 1501. 
 German immigrants in the United States brought over the Christmas tree
tradition from Europe, starting in Pennsylvania, and although people
originally viewed them as Pagan symbols, they eventually adopted them after
Queen Victoria, in Britain, legitimized the Christmas tree with a picture of
her and her family standing with one. 
 Though four-foot trees were common in Europe, Americans took the
tradition to the next level, using floor-to-ceiling trees as part of their
Christmas decor. The first Christmas tree farm was started in 1901 in Mercer
County, NJ. Now, twenty-five to thirty million total trees are sold each year
in the United States.
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Christmastime is arguably the happiest and most highly-anticipated
season of the year, with its beautiful evergreen trees, fluorescent lights,
and gaudy garland. However, Christmas did not always look the way it
does today. While the first “Christmas Trees” were those of the Pagans,
it was German immigrants who brought this tradition to America. 
 Americans were initially inspired to partake in the purchasing and
decorating of fir trees in the 1840s, when Queen Victoria and her
husband, Albert of Germany, prepared for the Christmas season by
setting an evergreen tree in Windsor Castle, which together they
decorated with elegant candles (Loud). This action is not surprising, as
during this time, many Americans attempted to imitate an English
lifestyle. It was not until 1882 that the use of lightbulbs to trim trees
began.
Edward Johnson started this tradition, which is still practiced today.
Johnson was a close friend of Thomas Edison and was even vice president
of his company. In New York, winter of '82, Johnson proposed the use of
light bulbs to adorn the tree instead, as candles posed a fire hazard. He
then proceeded to make lights specifically for the purpose of decorating
trees, with the first colors being reds, whites, and blues (“History of
Christmas Lights”). However, it wasn’t until later, 1890 to be exact, that
Christmas lights started to be commonly found in stores. 
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 Over the years, there have been advancements in the production of and cost-
friendliness of lights. Another holiday tradition that undoubtedly screams
Christmas is the hanging of wreaths. The tradition of wreathmaking
originated in the 1500s, as when the Europeans would cut down and shape a
tree for decoration, they were often left with excess branches. The Europeans
then decided to keep the spare parts of the tree, and wove the pieces together
to form what we would now refer to as a wreath (Moon). While our wreaths
today may look a little different, as they are typically adorned with berries,
bows, and fruits, the tradition of incorporating them as festive decor is long
standing. 
One item that can be found hung on almost every mantle in December is a
small, colorful stocking. But how did this come to be? The first mention of
stockings being used for the purpose of gift giving is by St. Nick. It is said
that three young poor girls could not afford their dowries, despite their
father’s best efforts to acquire the funds. And so, one night, St. Nicholas
snuck into their home after overhearing a conversation of this plight, and left
a handsome amount of gold coins in their stockings for the girls to find when
they woke (Spivack). In modern times, there are decorative stockings
specifically manufactured for the purpose of the holiday, and they are
available in all shapes, sizes, colors, and patterns. And still today, children
from all across the world hang up their stockings in hope that St. Nicholas
too will leave them gifts to find on Christmas morn. 
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C u r r e n t
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 After a Navy strike on September 2nd, the United States authorized military action targeted
at small Venezuelan boats in the Caribbean and the East Pacific Ocean. The White House
has claimed that these boats are drug traffickers, illegally bringing these drugs into US
territory, and that they belong to the Venezuelan crime syndicates Tren de Aragua and Cartel
de los Soles and the Colombian guerrilla organization National Liberation Army (ELN). The
Pentagon has justified these strikes by calling them a war on drugs and attacking alleged
narco-terrorists. All three of the listed groups have been classified as terrorist organizations
by the United States and multiple other countries (“Pentagon Provides Update”). Citizens of
Venezuela, Ecuador, and Colombia have all been attacked as part of these strikes.
Ecuadorians and Colombians have both been returned to their home countries without
criminal charges, but Colombia has announced that it has missing citizens.
The September 2 strike has been a cause for international and Congressional scrutiny and
controversy. In declassified videos released by the White House, and confirmed by Secretary
of War Pete Hegseth, it is seen that there were two attacks on the same boat, and the
Washington Post reported that there were two survivors following the initial attack, raising
concerns of a possible war crime having been committed. White House Press Secretary
Karoline Leavitt, Pentagon Press Secretary Kingsley Wilson, Hegseth, and many others on
Capitol Hill stand by that second strike, authorized by Admiral Frank Bradley, and support
the legality of the attack, and have either not mentioned there being survivors or have denied
the possibility. The Senate Armed Services Committee and the Armed Services Committee of
the House of Representatives, the committees in each respective branch of Congress that
oversee the military actions of the US, have both announced that they will be "conducting
vigorous oversight to determine the facts" and lead a "bipartisan action to gather a full
accounting of the operation in question" respectively.
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Critics in Washington and abroad have raised doubts regarding the true legality of the second
strike citing that, if there were survivors, they were possibly protected under international law
as shipwrecked sailors or as troops who have been rendered incapable of fighting, or, as the
Trump Administration has labeled this a non-international armed conflict, wounded
participants are protected by the Geneva Convention (Drenon).
The military presence in the Caribbean has greatly increased since before the attacks started,
and as they have been occurring, with there being speculation that the goal of the boat strikes
is for political reasons and to force the Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro to flee the
country to cause a political upheaval. On November 30th, President Trump had a brief call
with Maduro on which, Trump has confirmed, he pressured Maduro to resign and take his
family away from Venezuela and made a promise he would be able to go anywhere, but after
Maduro declined, Trump posted to social media that Venezuelan airspace should be closed
down “in its entirety.” Along with this conversation, US officials, including Trump, have
claimed that Maduro is the leader of Cartel de los Soles. Maduro has repeatedly denied this
fact, and the Venezuelan government has released a statement denying this. 
The death toll and number of strikes have been steadily climbing, with the number of deaths,
as of December 11, at least 87, with there being 22 reported strikes, and the US has seized a
large oil tanker. The tanker, named The Skipper, was announced to have been taken on
December 10th by President Trump. The vessel was seized by a mixture of the FBI,
Homeland Security, and the Coast Guard, not much else is known about the seizure as it was
very recent at the time of writing, but the ship was carrying roughly 1.6 million barrels of
crude oil at the time of seizure, the effect of which is already being seen on the market as
resellers are having to adjust prices due to missing this large shipment.
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Overall it is difficult to predict how much this will escalate and what the effect on the rest of
the world will be but the international attention will likely only increase as the opposition
leader, and Nobel Peace Prize winner, Maria Corina Machado has fled the country with the
United States’ assistance and more research into what truly happened on September 2nd is
done by Congressional committees. For now, I recommend doing some of your own research
and looking into these events. In violent conflicts, new information can be released at any
time, and it is very likely these attacks will continue.
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