THE VOICE

St. John the Baptist Catholic School

Dear St. John’s Families,
As we celebrate the joy of Christmas, we thank God for each of you and for the gift of your
partnership in the life of our school. May the peace of Christ, born in Bethlehem, fill your homes
with love, hope, and quiet moments of grace during this holy season. We pray that the light of
the Christ Child guides your family in the days ahead and that the coming year brings renewed
faith, good health, and many blessings to your home. Merry Christmas and may God'’s
abundant blessings be upon you always.

Merry Christmas,

The SJIB Administration, Faculty and Staff

We wish to thank you again for all of your support, patience and flexibility these previous few
days. The transformer and subsequent work is being completed today and tomorrow. Please see
below for a letter that Frater Dominic shared with us.

Letters from a Monastery: Contemplata aliis trader

“Grand Silence”

The week before Christmas is surely one of the most turbulent and noisy weeks of the entire year.
The onslaught of Christmas music, Christmas parties, and Christmas travels overwhelms. And this is
to say nothing of the dreaded and frantic, last-minute Christmas shopping—an art of which | was
once a master. These chaotic days steal our peace and divert our attention away from the Prince of
Peace Who comes to us at Christmas. Without any peace and quiet, with so little room in our hearts,
we run the risk of imitating the infamous innkeeper at Bethlehem. In order to avoid Christ passing us
by this Christmas, we need silence.

Here at St. Michael’s Abbey, as in so many monasteries across the world and time, we practice what
is called Magnum Silentium, or “Grand Silence”. Each night following our last community prayers,
we enter into Grand Silence: a period of no talking until midmorning the next day. We take many of
our meals in silence, as well. Our rooms and hallways are places of silence. Even manual labor
periods are (supposed to be) times of silence. This external silence slowly becomes an internal
silence whereby we might better hear God’s voice and know His will. Silence engenders a certain
receptivity in the soul enabling it to recognize God’s voice everywhere, in all its manifestations. The
Christian soul then becomes not only ready, but even eager, to respond to God. Silence is therefore
never an end in itself, but rather a means of creating space in our hearts to encounter God more
intimately.

Sadly, few Christians reach such divine intimacy because we are so much without silence today; our
culture is completely devoid of it. As men and women called to union with God, we must be on
guard against the racket of contemporary life with its ceaseless clamor and attempts to distract us
from God. | fear that due to 1) habitual grave sin and 2) the relentless flood of noise in daily life
(social media, music, entertainment, news, etc.), many people have become spiritually deaf. They
can no longer hear God speak or see Him interacting in their lives

St. Mother Teresa once said, “We need to find God and He cannot be found in noises and restless-
ness. God is the friend of silence. He is always waiting for us in silence. In this silence He listens to us
and speaks to our souls. And there we will hear His voice.”

Christ first came to us in silence all those years ago. Apart from the town, away from the noise, He
was born in the quiet of the night. Indeed, a quiet heart is the most fitting residence for Christ. So,
let’s make more time for silence in our lives. Let’s make more room for Christ in our hearts, that He
may bring us all the riches of His peace.

In God’s Loving Providence,

frater Dominic Annicchiarico

CALENDAR
Monday 1/5

School Resumes
Spirit Monday

Wednesday 1/7
Auxiliary Board

Mtg. 7:00pm in
the Hall

Friday 1/9
Late Start—8:45

Monday 1/13
Spirit Monday

Wednesday 1/14
Make-Up Picture
Day + Graduation
Photos & Winter
Sports

Thursday 1/15
Coffee with the
Counselor—After

morning prayer

Friday 1/16
Late Start—8:45
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“Open wide your door to the One who comes. Open your soul, throw open the depths of your heart to see |
the riches of simplicity, the treasures of peace, the sweetness of grace. Open your heart and run to meet the
Sun of eternal light that illuminates all men.” -St. Ambrose of Milan

Prayer Basket:
We pray for the intentions of: Mrs. Charity Hauke, Jr. High Dance & TOB & Ms. Kathy Mulshine, Art teacher

We pray for God’s blessings on the families of:
Austin, Evelyn, Vivian, and Ava Le; Lua Lee; Gianna and Theodore Lee; Giovanni and Noel Leon;
Ava and Emma Li; Grace and Skylar Linares; Jack and Thomas Lindley; and Norah Linn. d

Special Intentions:
e We pray for a blessed end of the Advent season and a joyous Christmas season. May we be filled with
awe and wonder as we look upon our newborn king and may our families be renewed through Christ's great
love for us.
e We pray for peace in our world and for all those suffering from violence. We pray for the repose of the
souls of the victims of the Brown University shooting and Bondi Beach shooting. Eternal rest grant unto them,
O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy
of God rest in peace. Mother Mary please console the deceased's loved ones and all those injured.
e We pray for all those in our SIB and family communities who are sick, including Nicholas
Monterroso, Jose Herrera, Terry Melican, Cooper Mugel, Lupita Rubio, Maria Gonzalez, and
Ascencion and Imelda Escalante.
| e We pray for Dallas and all of our SIB OCIA candidates and catechumens.

Dear SJB Family, may you be blessed by this beautiful meditation of the third joyful mystery of the most
holy rosary: The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ. This meditation, by an unknown author, is written in the
voice of Our Beloved Blessed Mother. May it transport you to Bethlehem 2000 years ago and place you in

the presence of the Holy Family in joyful adoration of our sweet infant Savior, Jesus. Merry Christmas!

Joseph and | came to Bethlehem because there was a decree that all should go to their ancestral town to be
registered. In obedience, Joseph and | went. God even used the oppression of the Roman government to bring
about your salvation: because in this time of oppression, my Son, your Savior, was born. We looked for a place

but there was no room in the inn: the town was so full. What was offered us was a stable not too far from
where the shepherds were guarding their flock. It was soon that my Son was born: that the King of Kings
would be born a pauper. It was soon that the very Word would be made flesh. Joseph left me in the stable and
A went outside for a while thinking that he was not worthy to be present at such a great miracle. While he was
% thinking, thesmoment came when my Son was introduced to the world. Because of the immensity of Love that
- the Lord had filled me with, | felt no pain at His birth. There was pure joy at the coming of my Son. | held Him
in mysarms: He was the very Savior of the world. A while later, Joseph came in, he saw me with the Child and
he was-alsa'filled with wondrous joy. As some time passed, the shepherds that were near the stable also came.
[ They knew about the birth of my Son: the angels had told them. Heaven was rejoicing at the birth of my Son.
My children, look upon the greatness of your Lord Who has loved you so much as to come
down to show the immensity of His Love for you. Show your immensity of love for Him:
be humble, be grateful forwhat you have, be it little or great, and whatever you 2
do have, use it in.away that will give pleasure to my Son. See the face of my
Son in those in néed, thesein. want, and respond in love to Him. Pray to the
Heavenly Fatherin'this' mystery for the gift of simplicity and for the woes
of the poor and 'will pray with you. | will ask the Father to give you the
grace to be generous with those less fortunate.

Do You Have A Prayer Request? i i
If you have a special intention, and you'd like our SJB community to join you in prayer, email Roxanne Cupp at
roxannecupp@gmail.com and your request will be added to this prayer insert in the weekly bulletin.

Vet E !
lorem sed risus ultri.



SPOTLIGHT

Mrs. Ritter has been our Learning Support
Coordinator at St. John's for five years. She says that,
What I value most about teaching is the opportunity
to help students succeed while honoring who they
are as individuals. I appreciate the unique strengths,
backgrounds, and learning styles each
student brings to the classroom. I love
watching students grow, gain confidence,
and develop a genuine love for learning.”
Her favorite place to travel is anywhere
warm and near the water. Her favorite
sport is football and she loves Mexican
food and sushi. Her hobbies include
exercising and reading. She especially
likes kickboxing. Did you know that
Mrs. Ritter is a huge Chargers fan? She
has had season tickets for the past 15

years!

JENNIFER R
#qmves JB Learning Support c:::('l-snftor

SPOTLIGHT

Frater Dominic Annicchiarico comes to St.
John's this year from St. Michael’s Abbey.
He visits classrooms weekly and helps
Fr. Damien. He enjoys being able to attend
after school activities such as sports and
theater. Here at SIB “he most values
helping the students get to Heaven.”
His favorite book is Brideshead
Revisited by Evelyn Waugh. He is
originally from Texas and if he could
travel anywhere in the world he
would go to New Zealand. His favorite
food is pizza from Rubirosa in NYC.
He loves spending time with his older
brother Keenan. You might not
know that Frater loves a good
rom-com movie.

FRATER DOM
#WelLoveSJB e



For unto you is born this day in the city of
[David a Savior, who is Christ the Lovd. Luke2:11

SJB SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT

IN THE NOBLE TRADITION OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION, WITH
CHRIST AS TEACHER AND GUIDE, IN PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE
AND TRUTH, ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC SCHOOL
PREPARES THE WAY FOR STUDENTS TO EMBRACE THE
FULLNESS OF GOD’S LOVE IN THIS WORLD AND IN HEAVEN.




