prepared & empowered

December 19, 2025
Dear Student and Family,

We are writing to let you know that you have been assigned to Portland High School as a
member of the class of 2030! We look forward to supporting you as you get ready to enter high
school. Attached to this letter, you will find a welcome letter from your high school with
information about the transition and what to expect before school starts this fall.

If you are currently enrolled in the Portland Public Schools, you do not need to do anything to
accept your assignment. If you are not currently enrolled in the Portland Public Schools, you will
need to complete the registration process. More information can be found on the Enrollment
page on our website.

As a reminder, your assignment is for the duration of the coming school year. Transfers between
high schools will not be considered until after the completion of ninth grade.

If you would like to appeal your assignment, please email Abdullahi Ahmed, the Assistant
Superintendent of Secondary Schools, at ahmeda@portlandschools.org. Appeals will only be
considered if there is space at the requested school and at least one of the following criteria is
met:

You are a child of a staff member at the requested school.

You are a sibling of another student already enrolled in the requested school.

You have documented issues of safety or harassment related to the school assignment.
You are a child of any PPS staff member.

We look forward to partnering with you and your family as you begin your journey through high
school to graduate prepared and empowered for college and career.

Sincerely,
Adbullahi Ahmed



Greetings from Portland High School, December 19, 2025

Welcome! We are excited to welcome you and your family to Portland High School and to share
some of the work we will be doing to help you prepare for the next four years. We understand
how important the transition from middle school to high school is, and we want you to feel
confident and prepared when you walk into our beautiful and historic building.

One of the first things you will notice—and soon become a part of—is the pride and belonging
that come with being a PHS Bulldog. Our school has a long, rich tradition of supporting students
as they discover who they are and take advantage of the unique opportunities and experiences
available here.

Please know that our entire staff understands the highs and lows of starting high school. We are
ready to help students and families navigate the excitement, the nerves, and the changes that
come with this transition. Our top priority is ensuring students feel welcomed, safe, and
supported. We want every student to find their voice and feel empowered to succeed. To help
make the transition manageable, we have several structures in place that are designed
specifically for our 9th graders.

As you continue through your 8th-grade year, we will begin preparing you for high school and
will keep you informed as dates and details are finalized by district leadership. Here are a few
key components of the transition process:

Teaming

For more than a decade, PHS has used a Grade 9 teaming model in which teachers work
closely with school counselors, ESOL teachers, special education staff, social workers, Culture
Coordinators, and administrators. These teams meet weekly to discuss student needs, share
updates, and ensure timely communication with families. We will also collaborate with your
middle school staff to understand any support already in place as we prepare to meet your
needs.

Personalization

Building strong relationships is a cornerstone of our school community. Every student is
assigned an advisor who meets with them daily for all four years of high school, providing
consistency, support, and a trusted adult. Our staff is committed to listening, encouraging, and
helping students grow—no matter which path they choose. Unique to Portland High, our 9th
graders all enroll in a course called Freshman Seminar. This course is specifically designed to



help each student reach their full potential as they navigate the rigor, opportunities, and
challenges high school brings.

Scheduling

Later this year, teachers and counselors from PHS will meet with your current teachers—and
with you—to determine which classes will be the best fit for your first year of high school.
Starting with the right courses is essential to helping you adjust academically and explore your
interests. Your PHS schedule will be delivered to you at your middle school before you leave in
June.

We also have a dedicated Grade 9 Team Leader, Ms. Ericka Lee-Winship, who supports
9th-grade teachers and works closely with families. In addition, a Grade 9 school counselor is
available to assist with scheduling questions and general school support. Both will be important
resources as you begin your high school journey.

Once dates and plans are finalized, we will reach out to ensure you feel connected and
informed. You can look forward to hearing more about our Grade 9 Freshman Meet & Greet
event, which will be held in late August. Enjoy your final months of middle school, and begin
looking ahead to the opportunities and experiences that await you at PHS.

Welcome to Portland High School! Go Bulldogs!

Sheila Jepson, Principal
Sarah Obare, Assistant Principal
Caitlin LeClair, Assistant Principal (working with the Class of 2030)

Ericka Lee-Winship, Freshman Lead Teacher
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