prepared & empowered

December 19, 2025
Dear Student and Family,

We are writing to let you know that you have been assigned to Deering High School as a
member of the class of 2030! We look forward to supporting you as you get ready to enter high
school. Attached to this letter, you will find a welcome letter from your high school with
information about the transition and what to expect before school starts this fall.

If you are currently enrolled in the Portland Public Schools, you do not need to do anything to
accept your assignment. If you are not currently enrolled in the Portland Public Schools, you will
need to complete the registration process. More information can be found on the Enrollment
page on our website.

As a reminder, your assignment is for the duration of the coming school year. Transfers between
high schools will not be considered until after the completion of ninth grade.

If you would like to appeal your assignment, please email Abdullahi Ahmed, the Assistant
Superintendent of Secondary Schools, at ahmeda@portlandschools.org. Appeals will only be
considered if there is space at the requested school and at least one of the following criteria is
met:

You are a child of a staff member at the requested school.

You are a sibling of another student already enrolled in the requested school.

You have documented issues of safety or harassment related to the school assignment.
You are a child of any PPS staff member.

We look forward to partnering with you and your family as you begin your journey through high
school to graduate prepared and empowered for college and career.

Sincerely,
Adbullahi Ahmed
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December 2025
Deering Class of 2030,

Welcome to the Ramily! We are honored that you've chosen to spend your high school
years here at Deering, and we look forward to meeting you.

Students, we have two expectations of you and two promises for you: First, we expect that
you treat everyone here with kindness and respect. Second, we expect that you attend all
of your classes and put forth your best effort in them. We ask your families to partner with
us in holding these expectations. In exchange, we promise that you will grow as a human
being and as a scholar. Deering is a place where students of diverse backgrounds get
along with each other and learn a lot together. That's why we say, All One School,
Learning Together: That's The Deering Difference.

During the final semester of your eighth grade year, teachers and counselors will work
with you to create your course schedule for next year. A typical ninth grade course load is:

English | (With an embedded Honors option)

AP Human Geography (Yes, you can do it!)

Environmental Science (With an embedded Honors option)

Math (Either Algebra | or Accelerated Math )

Electives such as Art, Music, Computer Science Principles, Physical Education,
Spanish, French, or Arabic.

If you are interested in joining one of our fifty Co-Curricular Clubs or one of our fantastic
Athletic Teams, please visit deeringathletics.org. To sign up for a DHS sports team, please
click on the ‘Athletics Registration’ link on the site (after May 3lst). For current Athletic
Team schedules, click on the ‘Calendar’ link (at top), and if you want some sweet Deering
swag, click on ‘Shop." If you have further questions, feel free to call the
Athletic/Co-Curricular Office.

If you are eager to start learning more about Deering, check out our website at
dhs.portlandschools.ora. There you will find a family handbook, course catalog, bell
schedule, calendar, and news items. We have a lot of social media, too. Start with our main
Instagram and our Co-Curricular Instagram!



http://deeringathletics.org
http://dhs.portlandschools.org
https://www.instagram.com/deering_hs/
https://www.instagram.com/deering_hs/
https://www.instagram.com/deeringproud/

In the summer, we will invite you to a Ninth-Grade Open House in the days before school
starts. At this event, you will have a chance to meet administrators and teachers, tour your
new classrooms, eat treats, and win some new Deering swag! Stay tuned for more
information.

We are so excited you are joining Deering's Class of 2030. We can't wait to show you all the
opportunities we have, to watch you shine, and to see the ways in which you will leave
your positive mark on our school community.

We hope the remainder of your 8th grade year goes well. See you soon!

Your Team at Deering



