
Foss High School Admissions/Access Policy—revised December 2025 

Diploma Program Admissions Policy 
 
Introduction 

Our Mission Statement: Henry Foss High School develops every student to be inquiring, 
knowledgeable, and reflective through intercultural understanding and respect. 

Our Vision Statement: Henry Foss High School will graduate every student with an International 
Baccalaureate (IB) education that prepares them for college, career, and life. 

Our Equity and Access Statement: We believe that every student, staff, and community 
stakeholder should be treated equitably.  Our focus is to eliminate disparities among all groups. 

Henry Foss High School is an urban public high school in the Tacoma School District in Washington 
State, USA. Henry Foss High School has been an approved IB Diploma Program school since 1982. 
We have a mix of special education, traditional, and identified gifted students in grades 9 through 
12.  

To become more equitable in our distribution of students in and out of the Diploma Program, and to 
encourage more students to participate in the Diploma Program, the school made choices to add 
Middle Years Program (2020) with a goal to create an “IB for all” environment at Henry Foss High 
School. Since 2016, all juniors (except for students whose IEP necessitated an alternative course) 
took at least one diploma program (DP) course in the studies in language and literature, and many 
of our 11th and 12th grade students take IB History and/or other DP courses.  

The diploma program and middle years program at our school are open access programs; any 
student who wishes to take on the challenge of advanced coursework may do so, whether for a 
single class or the full diploma program. We encourage all students to take MYP courses seriously—
especially math, science, and world languages—so that they will be well-prepared for DP-level 
coursework. We require DP students to sit for the May exam session and complete the IB 
assessment requirements as part of their IB course experience.  

We make it a point to counsel students about their curricular choices. We do not believe in 
gatekeeping for college-preparatory coursework. We believe it is important to challenge students 
as appropriate to their individual needs and abilities while balancing their post-secondary goals. 

Students who are currently in year 1 or year 2 of the Diploma Program (full diploma or course 
certificate) and seek to transfer are welcome to do so. Foss works to align students’ previous 
coursework to existing courses offered via the master schedule and syllabus-based courses can be 
utilized as appropriate.  
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Diploma Program Admissions & Expectations 

 

Choose a Program Option: 

☐ Full Diploma ☐ IB Associate ☐ IB Certificate 

Personal Information 

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program offers an accelerated learning experience that 
develops intellectual skills and emphasizes academic achievement through a rigorous course of study. 
The diploma program curriculum is designed to stimulate the intellectual curiosity of young people 
and teach them to relate to the realities of a global society. Enrollment into each of the Diploma 
Program options is open to ALL Henry Foss High School students. 

Complete this enrollment form and make sure both student and parent/guardian sign and date the 
enrollment agreement. Return the completed application to the guidance office. 

Student Information 
Last First Middle Initial 

Date of Birth (Spell out month) Current Grade Tacoma Student ID 

 

Address 
Number/Street Apt. # 

City State Zip 

 

Personal Contact Information 
Email Address 

Phone 1 Phone 2 

 

Parent/Guardian Information 
Last First Telephone 

Last First Telephone 



   

 

Foss High School Admissions/Access Policy—revised December 2025 

 

IB Diploma Program Options (11th and 12th grade) 

There are three levels of participation in the IB Diploma Program: the Full Diploma 
Program, the Associate Program, and Certificate Program. We encourage students to 
consider seriously the Full Diploma option; it has the greatest potential reward in terms of 
university entrance and college success. The Full Diploma Program also creates an 
interdisciplinary and holistic learning experience that is unparalleled in secondary 
education. All three options are open enrollment to ALL students. 

Select one option to pursue: 

☐Full IB Diploma Program: This two–year international curriculum is designed for 
the highly motivated student as a pre-university course of study that leads to 
externally assessed, end-of-course exams. During the two years of the program, 
diploma candidates must sit for six exams (to include 3 High Level (HL) and 3 
Standard Level (SL) exams) and successfully complete the three Diploma Program 
core components of: Theory of Knowledge (TOK), Extended Essay, and Creativity, 
Activity, Service (CAS). Student schedules will be crafted in an individual meeting 
with the Diploma Program Coordinator. Upon graduation, students will receive an 
IB Sash, IB Cord and IB Diploma (or Certificates for each course). 

To meet the varying needs of students we have several possible schedules that can 
be mapped out before a student begins year 1 of the program. Undertaking one of 
these optional schedules depends in large on a student’s interest and their prior 
experience in the specialty subject. Please look at the sample schedules on the 
following page to get an idea of the types of options available to students. 

☐IB Associate Program: Students who want a serious challenge but doesn’t want the 
additional rigor and responsibility of the full program may take four or more 
individual diploma program courses, each culminating in a series of end-of-course 
exams. Note: Courses are two years in length, unless stated otherwise. Upon 
graduation, students will receive an IB Cord and individual IB Certificates for each 
IB course. 

☐IB Course Certificate Program: Individual diploma program courses may be taken 
in one or more subjects, each culminating in a series of end-of-course exams. Note: 
Courses are two years in length, unless stated otherwise. Upon graduation, students 
will receive IB Certificates for each course. 

It is important that student and parent(s)/guardian(s) understand the expectations and 
implications of undertaking IB courses. Should your student transfer to Foss High School 

at any point in their high school career, we will make every effort to align courses to 
help students fulfill whichever, IB program option they are interested in pursuing.  If 

you have any questions about the diploma program, contact Mark Kilcup Assistant 
Principal/IB Coordinator, at mkilcup@tacoma.k12.wa.us or by phone at (253) 571-7307 or 

Sean Fullerton IB Co-coordinator at 253-571-7401. 

mailto:mkilcup@tacoma.k12.wa.us
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Sample Schedules 
 
Schedule 1: Standard Path 

Year 1 Year 2 

IB English HL IB English HL 

IB World Language SL IB World Language SL  

IB History HL IB History HL 

IB Science HL IB Science HL 

IB Math SL IB Math SL 

IB Film or Art SL  Elective 

IB TOK  IB TOK  

One possible standard IB schedule for a student  
not ‘specializing’ in any particular area. 

Schedule 3: The Artist 
Year 1 Year 2 

IB English HL IB English HL 

IB World Language SL IB World Language SL  

IB History HL IB History HL 

IB Science SL IB Science SL 

IB Math SL IB Math SL 

IB Visual Arts HL IB Visual Arts HL 

IB TOK IB TOK  

Encouraged to test HL in Visual Arts and SL in the 
chosen science. 

Schedule 5: The Musician 
Year 1 Year 2 

IB English HL IB English HL 

IB World Language SL IB World Language SL  

IB History HL IB History HL 

IB Science SL IB Science SL 

IB Math SL IB Math SL 

IB Music HL IB Music HL 

IB TOK IB TOK  

Encouraged to test HL in Music and SL in the chosen 
science. 
 
 

 
Schedule 2: The Scientist 

Year 1 Year 2 

IB English HL IB English HL 

IB World Language SL IB World Language SL  

IB History HL IB History HL 

IB Science1 HL IB Science1 HL 

IB Science2 SL IB Science2 SL 

IB Math SL IB Math SL 

IB TOK  IB TOK 

Must test HL in one Science and either HL or SL in 
the second (Chemistry, Biology, Physics). 

Schedule 4: The Linguist 
Year 1 Year 2 

IB English HL IB English HL 

IB Lang B1 HL IB Lang B1 HL 

IB Lang B2 SL IB Lang B2 SL 

IB History HL IB History HL 

IB Science HL/SL IB Science HL/SL 

IB Math SL IB Math SL 

IB TOK  IB TOK  

Student may test HL or SL in Lang B1 and SL in 
Language B2. 

Schedule 6: The Mathematician 
Year 1 Year 2 

IB English HL IB English HL 

IB World Language SL IB World Language SL  

IB History HL IB History HL 

IB Science HL/SL IB Science HL/SL 

IB Math HL IB Math HL 

IB Film, Art, or Music SL Elective or Release 

IB TOK IB TOK 

May test SL in the chosen science if prearranged 
with faculty. 
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Foss MYP Program (9th and 10th grade) 

AP courses are encouraged for potential IB Full Diploma, Associate and Certificate students to 
ensure that they enter the IB Program with adequate preparation and exposure to rigorous courses. 
The following courses should be taken in preparation for the IB Program: 

9th Grade 10th Grade 
English  AP English 
World Language World Language 

US History AP World History 

Biology and/or Chemistry Chemistry and/or Physics or IB Science 
Algebra 2 or Geometry Algebra 2 or IB Pre Calculus 

 
In addition, depending on a student’s focus and direction a student should also take one of the 
following (Art, Music, Technology): 
 

9th Grade 10th Grade 
Band, Choir, or Orchestra Band, Choir, or Orchestra 
Art Art 
  

 

Expectations & Agreement for all IB Students 

Participation in the IB Diploma Program, whether as a full, associate or certificate candidate, 
constitutes a commitment by a student to work as sincerely and diligently as possible, with the goal 
of attaining the IB Diploma or completing IB Course exams.  

Candidates must remain in good standing to remain in the diploma program.  Students who violate 
school policies and/or fail courses will be required to meet with school administration, faculty and 
their parent/guardians to discuss supports needed for a student to remain in good standing.  

Candidates must complete all requirements within the two-year period of the program or within an 
extended period of study when a candidate retakes one or more subjects. Candidates with special 
assessment needs will have to provide medical documentation so the instructional 
coach/coordinator can evaluate whether suitable arrangements, for both teaching and assessment, 
can be made for the student. 

Parent/Student Commitment: We have read the above information and understand that 
enrollment in this program constitutes our commitment to these principles and policies.  
 

Student Name (please print) 

 

Student Signature/Date 
 

 
Guardian Name (please print) 

 

Guardian Signature/Date 
 

 


