
 

 
4th Grade  
Ms. Jenn Leach  
jleach@ems-isd.net 
Parent Square: 
Conference Period: 8:20-9:20AM  
 
Grade Level Resources: Amplify Texas  
 
TEAMS Access to TEAMS is available to students through our Single Sign-on Portal (SSO).  
https://www.emsisd.com/families/parent-quick-links 
 
Grade Level Goals: Students who complete this course successfully will be able to accomplish 
student-centered grade level goals, learning objectives, advancing end of year reading levels, 
and focus on character growth.  
I will ensure that I measure student growth by using hands - on learning experiences and 
numerous tools in assessment data of students' performance of all learning styles.  
 
Student Evaluation:  
The grading system for grade level (2 – 5) is as follows: 
 • 40% daily assignments (formative) and 60% summative assessments 
 • Homework does not need to be graded; however, it should be reviewed for understanding.  
At teacher discretion, homework may count for a maximum of 10% of the 40% daily assignment 
weighting. 
 • A minimum of one daily grade per week should be recorded per core content area. At teacher 
discretion, there may be a greater number of daily grades; however, as appropriate, there may 
be weeks in which a daily grade may not be taken in every subject area. 
 • A minimum of one summative assessment grade per three weeks per content area must be 
recorded. 
 • Grades recorded should be reflective of a student's mastery of the TEKS taught during that 
grading period. 
 • Official grades will be in Skyward only and can be accessed by student and parent through 
Family Access.  
Consider including description of classroom participation expectations.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.emsisd.com/families/parent-quick-links


Attendance/Tardy Policy/Make-Up Work: CCES students be present for 90% of the required 
school days to receive credit. TEA Guidelines have an official attendance time, which is at 
10:00am. The student is expected to complete missing work. The make-up work policy is to be 
turned in 3 school days after the student’s absence, including any specific expectations 
regarding due dates for major assignments when absent, etc.The procedures to make-up tests, 
quizzes, etc. will be during the student’s small group time or arranged before/after school.  
 
Classroom Expectations: CCES expects all students to be Compassionate, Respectful, 
Empathetic, Encouraging, and Kind. Parents are asked to look at their child’s Take-Home Folder 
for important information, returned/graded classwork, homework, and Behavior Tracker. We ask 
that parents sign the Take-Home folder on Friday of each week; checking assignment notebook; 
etc.  
 
Assignments, Exams, and Expectations outside of the classroom:  
“For reteaching to be effective teachers must use a different approach from the one they initially 
used, one that builds on previous activities but that focuses on the omissions or errors in 
student thinking that resulted from these activities” (Marzano, 2010). a. Correction of the original 
assignment is not considered reteaching. b. Reteaching will employ different strategies than the 
original teaching. c. Working through the PLC team, teachers can collaborate on methods to 
provide reteaching through collaboration by answering PLC question three, “What will we do if 
students do not learn it?” Per Board Policy EIA (LOCAL), “The District shall permit a student 
who meets the criteria detailed in the grading guidelines a reasonable opportunity to redo an 
assignment or retake a test for which the student received a failing grade.” The following are the 
criteria regarding the required retest procedures for failed projects, quizzes, formative, and 
summative assessments. The student, at teacher discretion, may be required to attend tutorials 
prior to the opportunity to retest. The number of tutorials or reteaching opportunities are 
determined by the teacher. • The teacher will determine the redo/retest due dates based upon 
the assignment length and/or timeline for tutorials/reteach. 19 2025-2026 • The 
assignment/assessment may be of an alternative variety to the original assignment/assessment 
as long as it is coverage of the same TEKS and at the same level of cognition as the original 
assessment. • The highest available grade on the redo/retest for a failing grade is an 80; 
however, at teacher discretion, the teacher may record a grade higher than the 80 as long as all 
students are treated equally in the process and given the opportunity to redo/retest for a higher 
grade. • The opportunity to redo/retest is a one-time offering per assessment. However, at 
teacher discretion, retesting for mastery can be offered more than one time. Because the District 
is invested in and values students learning at the highest levels by demonstrating mastery with 
as much of the content as possible, the following redo/retest option is available for students who 
passed a project, quiz, or formative or summative assessment and earned a grade of 70-84 the 
opportunity to redo/retest based upon the following criteria: • The student, at the teacher's 
discretion, may be required to attend tutorials prior to the opportunity to retest on a summative 
assessment. The number of tutorials or reteaching opportunities are determined by the teacher. 
• The teacher will determine the redo/retest due dates based on the timeline for 
tutorials/reteach. • The project, quiz, formative, or summative assessment may be of an 
alternative variety from the original assessment as long as it covers the same TEKS and at the 



same level of cognition as the original assessment. • The highest available grade on the 
redo/retest of an assignment/assessment for an initial grade of 70-84 is an 85; however, at 
teacher discretion, the teacher may record a grade higher than the 85 as long as all students 
are treated equally in the process and given the opportunity to redo/retest for a higher grade. • 
The opportunity to redo/retest is a one-time offering per assessment. However, at teacher 
discretion, redoing/retesting for mastery can be offered more than one time. • Students scoring 
at or above 85 on the initial assignment/assessment may be given enrichment for additional 
graded credit as determined by the teacher. This option is at the teacher's discretion. • As a 
general guideline, if 30% of a class fails an assessment, it is evident that roughly 1/3 of the 
class does not have sufficient mastery of the tested TEKS and reteach/reassessment for the 
whole class is appropriate. • If 40% or more of the class fails an assessment, the opportunity to 
retest on a new assessment must be provided after reteaching for the entire class. A higher 
grade will be recorded and not an average of the two assessments. At teacher discretion, 
students who have achieved at higher levels on the test may be given enrichment activities and 
extra grade points assigned by the teacher. • To move forward with greater than 30%-40% of the 
class not mastering an important concept leads to significant gaps in student learning as the 
curriculum progresses and the students face 20 2025-2026 certain failures ahead without 
sufficient background knowledge being built. • The teacher shall evaluate the use of 
differentiated instruction and pay attention to other principles of learning to determine why 
students are not mastering the material at the right level of cognition 
 
Academic Integrity: Academic integrity values the work of individuals regardless if it is another 
student’s work, a researcher, or author. The pursuit of learning requires each student to be 
responsible for his or her academic work. Academic dishonesty is not tolerated in our schools. 
Academic dishonesty includes cheating, copying the work of another student, plagiarism, and 
unauthorized communication between students during an examination. The determination that a 
student has engaged in academic dishonesty shall be based on the judgment of the classroom 
teacher or other supervising professional employee and considers written materials, 
observation, or information from students. Students found to have engaged in academic 
dishonesty shall be subject to disciplinary and/or academic penalties. The teacher and campus 
administrator shall jointly determine such action.  
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4th Grade 
 
Brianna Burpo 
bburpo@ems-isd.net 
 
Conference Period:  8:35 -9:20 
 
4th Grade Resources 
https://login.classlink.com/my/ems 
 
Grade Level Goals: 
Reading: 

• Read and understand a variety of texts (fiction, nonfiction, poetry, drama). 
• Analyze characters, plot, setting, and theme in stories. 
• Use text evidence to support understanding. 
• Make inferences and draw conclusions from reading. 
• Summarize texts and identify main ideas and supporting details. 

Writing: 
• Write personal narratives, expository essays, and persuasive texts. 
• Organize writing with a clear beginning, middle, and end. 
• Use correct grammar, punctuation, spelling, and capitalization. 
• Revise and edit drafts for clarity and organization. 

Social Studies: 
• Learn about the history of Texas, including Native peoples, explorers, independence, and statehood. 
• Identify key historical figures, events, and places important to Texas. 
• Understand Texas geography—regions, landforms, cities, and how geography affects life. 
• Learn how the Texas government works and the rights/responsibilities of citizens. 
• Explore the role of businesses, jobs, and resources in the Texas economy. 
• Recognize the diverse cultures and traditions that have shaped Texas. 

 
Student Evaluation:  
The grading system for 4th is as follows:  

• 40% daily assignments (formative) and 60% summative assessments  

• Homework does not need to be graded; however, it should be reviewed for understanding. At teacher 
discretion, homework may count for a maximum of 10% of the 40% daily assignment weighting.  

• A minimum of one daily grade per week should be recorded per core content area. At teacher discretion, there 
may be a greater number of daily grades; however, as appropriate, there may be weeks in which a daily grade 
may not be taken in every subject area. 

•  A minimum of one summative assessment grade per three weeks per content area must be recorded.  

• Grades recorded should be reflective of a student's mastery of the TEKS taught during that grading period. 

• Official grades will be in Skyward only and can be accessed by student and parent through Family Access. 

mailto:bburpo@ems-isd.net
https://login.classlink.com/my/ems
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Assignments, exams, expectations outside of the classroom:  

• If students fail an assignment/exam the highest available grade on the redo/retest is an 80. 

• There is only one redo/retest per assignment or exam.  

• Students are allowed to retest an exam either before school, after school, or during WIN time after the student 
is retaught the TEKS. 

 
Expectations outside of the classroom.  

• Students should be reading at least 20 minutes every night.  

• Students will receive homework assignments weekly. Homework is made to be extra practice for the students to 
complete at home and is optional. Homework will not be graded but will be reviewed in class every week. 
 

Attendance/Tardy Policy/Make-Up Work: 
Attendance will be taken according to the District Guidelines. 
 
Make up work:  

• All students shall be allowed to do makeup work when they are absent from class. Students shall have time 
equal to days absent from class plus one day to complete all missed assignments. Under extenuating 
circumstances such as long-term illness or family emergencies, teachers will work with the student to determine 
the due dates for make-up work missed. Teachers may reduce the length or number of assignments as long as 
the appropriate TEKS are covered.  

• Make-up tests should be administered before or after school to prevent a student from missing additional class 
time. At a teacher’s discretion, tests may be made up during the school day. Work, including tests, assigned prior 
to an absence may be due on the first return day. See the late work policy elsewhere in this document for 
makeup work not turned in when due dates have been set. 

 
 
Classroom Expectations: 
Students are to make sure that they are bringing their pencil pouch to school every day. Their pencil pouch should 
include at least 2 pencils, scissors, glue sticks, expo markers, and coloring utensils. Students are to make sure they are 
bringing their headphones to school every day. Students are to also make sure they bring their take-home folder to 
school every day. The take-home folder has their behavior calendar in it. Behavior calendars are to be signed by parents 
at the end of every week. This is to help ensure that parents are seeing how their students are doing behaviorally in their 
classes 
 
Academic Integrity:  
Academic integrity values the work of individuals regardless if it is another student’s work, a researcher, or author.  The 
pursuit of learning requires each student to be responsible for his or her academic work.  Academic dishonesty is not 
tolerated in our schools.  Academic dishonesty, includes cheating, copying the work of another student, plagiarism, and 
unauthorized communication between students during an examination.  The determination that a student has engaged 
in academic dishonesty shall be based on the judgment of the classroom teacher or other supervising professional 
employee and considers written materials, observation, or information from students.  Students found to have engaged 
in academic dishonesty shall be subject to disciplinary and/or academic penalties.  The teacher and campus 
administrator shall jointly determine such action.  
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4th Grade  
 
Ms. Jennifer Engel 
jengel@ems-isd.net 
(817) 847-2940 Ext. 4660 
 
Conference Period  8:35-9:20 
 
4th Grade  Resources:  
Students are to log onto their SSO to use important apps like Skyward and Amplify. 
https://login.classlink.com/my/ems 
 
Grade Level Goals: 
Students who complete this course will successfully be able to accomplish student-centered grade level goals, 
learning objectives, advancing end of year reading levels, and focus on character growth.  
I will ensure that I measure student growth by using hands - on learning experiences and numerous tools in 
assessment data of students' performance of all learning styles. 
 
Student Evaluation:  
The grading system for 4th grade is as follows: 

• 40% daily assignments (formative) and 60% summative assessments  
• Homework does not need to be graded; however, it should be reviewed for understanding. At teacher 
discretion, homework may count for a maximum of 10% of the 40% daily assignment weighting.  

• A minimum of one daily grade per week should be recorded per core content area. At teacher discretion, 
there may   be a greater number of daily grades; however, as appropriate, there may be weeks in which a 
daily grade may not be taken in every subject area.  

     • A minimum of one summative assessment grade per three weeks per content area must be recorded.  
     • Grades recorded should be reflective of a student's mastery of the TEKS taught during that grading  
period.  
     • Official grades will be in Skyward only and can be accessed by student and parent through Family Access 

 
Assignments, exams, expectations outside of the classroom:  
Assignments/exams- 
 If students fail an assignment/exam the highest available grade on the redo/retest is an 80.  There is only one 
redo/retest per assignment or exam.  Students are allowed to retest an exam either before school, after 
school, or during WIN time after the student is retaught the TEKS. Expectations outside of the classroom- 
Students will receive homework assignments weekly. Homework is made to be extra practice for the students 
to complete at home and is optional. Homework will not be graded but will be reviewed in class every week. 

mailto:jengel@ems-isd.net
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Attendance/Tardy Policy/Make-Up Work: 
Attendance will be taken according to the District Guidelines. 
 All students shall be allowed to do makeup work when they are absent from class. Students shall have time 
equal to days absent from class plus one day to complete all missed assignments. Under extenuating 
circumstances such as long-term illness or family emergencies, teachers will work with the student to 
determine the due dates for make-up work missed. Teachers may reduce the length or number of 
assignments as long as the appropriate TEKS are covered.  
 Make-up tests should be administered before or after school to prevent a student from missing additional 
class time. At a teacher’s discretion, tests may be made up during the school day. Work, including tests, 
assigned prior to an absence may be due on the first return day. See the late work policy elsewhere in this 
document for makeup work not turned in when due dates have been set. 
 
 
Classroom Expectations: 
Students are to make sure that they are bringing their pencil pouch to school every day. Their pencil pouch 
should include at least 2 pencils, scissors, glue sticks, expo markers, and coloring utensils. Students are to 
make sure they are bringing their headphones to school every day. Students are to also make sure they bring 
their take-home folder to school every day. The take-home folder has their behavior calendar in it. Behavior 
calendars are to be signed by parents at the end of every week. This is to help ensure that parents are seeing 
how their students are doing behaviorally in their classes 
 
Academic Integrity:  
Academic integrity values the work of individuals regardless if it is another student’s work, a researcher, or 
author.  The pursuit of learning requires each student to be responsible for his or her academic work.  
Academic dishonesty is not tolerated in our schools.  Academic dishonesty, includes cheating, copying the 
work of another student, plagiarism, and unauthorized communication between students during an 
examination.  The determination that a student has engaged in academic dishonesty shall be based on the 
judgment of the classroom teacher or other supervising professional employee and considers written 
materials, observation, or information from students.  Students found to have engaged in academic 
dishonesty shall be subject to disciplinary and/or academic penalties.  The teacher and campus administrator 
shall jointly determine such action.  
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4th Grade 
 
Mr. Nicholson 
snicholson@ems-isd.net 
 
Conference Period:  8:35 – 9:20 
 
4th grade Resources:  
Students are to log onto their SSO to use important apps like Skyward and ST Math. 

• http://login.classlink.com/my/ems 
 
Grade Level Goals: 
Students who complete this course successfully will be able to:  
 
Math-  
• Apply mathematical process standards to represent, compare, and order whole numbers and decimals and understand 
relationships related to place value.  
• Apply mathematical process standards to develop and use strategies and methods for whole number computations 
and decimal sums and differences in order to solve problems with efficiency and accuracy.  
• Apply mathematical process standards to solve problems involving angles less than or equal to 180 degrees.  
• Apply mathematical process standards to select appropriate customary and metric units, strategies, and tools to solve 
problems involving measurement.  
• Apply mathematical process standards to solve problems by collecting, organizing, displaying, and interpreting data.  
 
Science-  
• Know that matter has measurable physical properties that determine how matter is identified, classified, changed, and 
used.  
• Know the nature of forces and the patterns of their interactions. The student is expected to plan and conduct 
descriptive investigations to explore the patterns of forces such as gravity, friction, or magnetism in contact or at a 
distance on an object. The student knows that energy is everywhere and can be observed in cycles, patterns, and 
systems.  
• Recognize patterns among the Sun, Earth, and Moon system and their effects. The student knows that there are 
processes on Earth that create patterns of change. The student understands how natural resources are important and 
can be managed.  
• Describe patterns, cycles, systems, and relationships within environments. The student knows that organisms undergo 
similar life processes and have structures that function to help them survive within their environments. 
 
Student Evaluation:  
The grading system for 4th grade is as follows:  

• 40% daily assignments (formative) and 60% summative assessments  
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• Homework does not need to be graded; however, it should be reviewed for understanding. At teacher 
discretion, homework may count for a maximum of 10% of the 40% daily assignment weighting.  

• A minimum of one daily grade per week should be recorded per core content area. At teacher discretion, there 
may be a greater number of daily grades; however, as appropriate, there may be weeks in which a daily grade 
may not be taken in every subject area. 

•  A minimum of one summative assessment grade per three weeks per content area must be recorded.  

• Grades recorded should be reflective of a student's mastery of the TEKS taught during that grading period. 

• Official grades will be in Skyward only and can be accessed by student and parent through Family Access. 
 
Assignments, exams, expectations outside of the classroom:  
Assignments/exams-  
• If students fail an assignment/exam the highest available grade on the redo/retest is an 80.  
• There is only one redo/retest per assignment or exam.  
• Students are allowed to retest an exam either before school, after school, or during WIN time after the student is 
retaught the TEKS. 
 
Expectations outside of the classroom-  
• Students will receive homework assignments weekly. Homework is made to be extra practice for the students to 
complete at home and is optional. Homework will not be graded but will be reviewed in class every week. 
 
Attendance/Tardy Policy/Make-Up Work: 
Attendance will be taken according to the District Guidelines. 
 
Make-Up Work-  
• All students shall be allowed to do makeup work when they are absent from class. Students shall have time equal to 
days absent from class plus one day to complete all missed assignments. Under extenuating circumstances such as long-
term illness or family emergencies, teachers will work with the student to determine the due dates for make-up work 
missed. Teachers may reduce the length or number of assignments as long as the appropriate TEKS are covered.  
• Make-up tests should be administered before or after school to prevent a student from missing additional class time. 
At a teacher’s discretion, tests may be made up during the school day. Work, including tests, assigned prior to an 
absence may be due on the first return day. See the late work policy elsewhere in this document for makeup work not 
turned in when due dates have been set 
 
Classroom Expectations: 
Students are to make sure that they are bringing their pencil pouch to school every day. Their pencil pouch should 
include at least 2 pencils, scissors, glue sticks, expo markers, and coloring utensils. Students are to make sure they are 
bringing their headphones to school every day. Students are to also make sure they bring their take-home folder to 
school every day. The take-home folder has their behavior calendar in it. Behavior calendars are to be signed by parents 
at the end of every week. This is to help ensure that parents are seeing how their students are doing behaviorally in their 
classes 
 
Academic Integrity:  
Academic integrity values the work of individuals regardless if it is another student’s work, a researcher, or author.  The 
pursuit of learning requires each student to be responsible for his or her academic work.  Academic dishonesty is not 
tolerated in our schools.  Academic dishonesty, includes cheating, copying the work of another student, plagiarism, and 
unauthorized communication between students during an examination.  The determination that a student has engaged 
in academic dishonesty shall be based on the judgment of the classroom teacher or other supervising professional 
employee and considers written materials, observation, or information from students.  Students found to have engaged 
in academic dishonesty shall be subject to disciplinary and/or academic penalties.  The teacher and campus 
administrator shall jointly determine such action.  
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4th Grade 
 
Nicole Chapman 
nchapman@ems-isd.net 
 
Conference Period:  8:35 – 9:20 
 
4th Grade Resources:  
Students are to log onto their SSO to use important apps like Skyward and ST Math. 
 
https://login.classlink.com/my/ems 
 
Grade Level Goals: 
Students who complete this course successfully will be able to:  
 
Math- 

• Apply mathematical process standards to represent, compare, and order whole numbers and decimals and 
understand relationships related to place value. 

• Apply mathematical process standards to develop and use strategies and methods for whole number 
computations and decimal sums and differences in order to solve problems with efficiency and accuracy. 

• Apply mathematical process standards to solve problems involving angles less than or equal to 180 degrees. 

• Apply mathematical process standards to select appropriate customary and metric units, strategies, and tools to 
solve problems involving measurement. 

• Apply mathematical process standards to solve problems by collecting, organizing, displaying, and interpreting 
data. 

 
Science-  

• Know that matter has measurable physical properties that determine how matter is identified, classified, 
changed, and used. 

• Know the nature of forces and the patterns of their interactions. The student is expected to plan and conduct 
descriptive investigations to explore the patterns of forces such as gravity, friction, or magnetism in contact or at 
a distance on an object. The student knows that energy is everywhere and can be observed in cycles, patterns, 
and systems. 

• Recognize patterns among the Sun, Earth, and Moon system and their effects. The student knows that there are 
processes on Earth that create patterns of change. The student understands how natural resources are 
important and can be managed. 

• Describe patterns, cycles, systems, and relationships within environments. The student knows that organisms 
undergo similar life processes and have structures that function to help them survive within their environments. 
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Student Evaluation:  
The grading system for 4th grade is as follows:  

• 40% daily assignments (formative) and 60% summative assessments  

• Homework does not need to be graded; however, it should be reviewed for understanding. At teacher 
discretion, homework may count for a maximum of 10% of the 40% daily assignment weighting.  

• A minimum of one daily grade per week should be recorded per core content area. At teacher discretion, there 
may be a greater number of daily grades; however, as appropriate, there may be weeks in which a daily grade 
may not be taken in every subject area. 

•  A minimum of one summative assessment grade per three weeks per content area must be recorded.  

• Grades recorded should be reflective of a student's mastery of the TEKS taught during that grading period. 

• Official grades will be in Skyward only and can be accessed by student and parent through Family Access. 
 

Assignments, exams, expectations outside of the classroom:  
Assignments/exams- 

• If students fail an assignment/exam the highest available grade on the redo/retest is an 80. 

• There is only one redo/retest per assignment or exam. 

• Students are allowed to retest an exam either before school, after school, or during WIN time after the student 
is retaught the TEKS.  

 
Expectations outside of the classroom- 

• Students will receive homework assignments weekly. Homework is made to be extra practice for the students to 
complete at home and is optional. Homework will not be graded but will be reviewed in class every week.  

 
Attendance/Tardy Policy/Make-Up Work: 
Attendance will be taken according to the District Guidelines. 
 
Make-Up Work- 
 

• All students shall be allowed to do makeup work when they are absent from class. Students shall have time 
equal to days absent from class plus one day to complete all missed assignments. Under extenuating 
circumstances such as long-term illness or family emergencies, teachers will work with the student to determine 
the due dates for make-up work missed. Teachers may reduce the length or number of assignments as long as 
the appropriate TEKS are covered. 

• Make-up tests should be administered before or after school to prevent a student from missing additional class 
time. At a teacher’s discretion, tests may be made up during the school day. Work, including tests, assigned prior 
to an absence may be due on the first return day. See the late work policy elsewhere in this document for make-
up work not turned in when due dates have been set. 

 
Classroom Expectations: 
Students are to make sure that they are bringing their pencil pouch to school every day. Their pencil pouch should 
include at least 2 pencils, scissors, glue sticks, expo markers, and coloring utensils. Students are to make sure they are 
bringing their headphones to school every day. Students are to also make sure they bring their take-home folder to 
school every day. The take-home folder has their behavior calendar in it. Behavior calendars are to be signed by parents 
at the end of every week. This is to help ensure that parents are seeing how their students are doing behaviorally in their 
classes 
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Academic Integrity:  
Academic integrity values the work of individuals regardless if it is another student’s work, a researcher, or author.  The 
pursuit of learning requires each student to be responsible for his or her academic work.  Academic dishonesty is not 
tolerated in our schools. Academic dishonesty, includes cheating, copying the work of another student, plagiarism, and 
unauthorized communication between students during an examination.  The determination that a student has engaged 
in academic dishonesty shall be based on the judgment of the classroom teacher or other supervising professional 
employee and considers written materials, observation, or information from students.  Students found to have engaged 
in academic dishonesty shall be subject to disciplinary and/or academic penalties.  The teacher and campus 
administrator shall jointly determine such action.  

 


