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UNIS 2025-2026 Cultural Calendar Overview \

Purpose

This calendar, designed by Alcy Leyva (Director of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging) using the
foundational work created of Savannoh Rowe (Grace Church School), for the United Nations
International School, highlights both essential school dates and global cultural observances. Its purpose
is to celebrate and reflect the rich diversity of our international community, acknowledging the many
cultures, traditions, and histories of the families who make up our school. By recognizing these dates, we
aim to foster a sense of belonging and mutual respect among students, staff, and families, reinforcing
UNIS's mission to educate compassionate global citizens.

This calendar serves not only as a planning tool but also as a reflection of our commitment to inclusivity,
cultural understanding, and creating a school environment where every community member feels seen,
valued, and connected to the broader world.

Event Types Legend

UNIS Celebration - UNIS Education Departments (MLD, Science, Humanities, etc.) and administration will
create programming for the community in conjunction with the celebration.

Community Event (UNIS Clubs)- Student representatives from the community, in conjunction with the
Department of DEIB, will lead their designated clubs in programming for the UNIS Community.

Cultural Observance (with resources)-While UNIS is not directly celebrating this cultural event, the DEIB
Office has created resources for students, staff, and families to observe the cultural day in ways that foster
understanding, respect, and connection to the diverse communities represented at our school.

Learning Resource- A learning activity provides supplemental resources that are created to provide
quick access to ideas that help teachers foster meaningful discussions and strengthen community.



SEPTEMBER 2025 Theme- Learning from Our Roots

@ Hispanic Heritage Month 1 2 3 4 S 6
Labor Day
September S - International Day
of Charity
September 8 - International 7 8 9 10 1 12 13
Literacy Day . International
September 15 - International Day Literacy Day
of Democracy
September 21- @ International
Day of Sign Languages 14 15 160 17 18 19 20
September 23-  Bi Visibility Hispanic Heritage | Mexican
Day / Month Begins Independence
September 29 - International Day Day
of Awareness of Food Loss and
Waste
Event Type 21 (JS) 22 23 24
International Rosh Hashanah
e () UNIS Celebration Peace Day
o Cultural Observance
(with resources) 28 29 30

. Community Event (UNIS
Clubs)
e (DlLearning Resource



https://www.schoolsforchiapas.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Resources-for-Mexican-Independence-Day.pdf
https://www.schoolsforchiapas.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Resources-for-Mexican-Independence-Day.pdf
https://www.schoolsforchiapas.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Resources-for-Mexican-Independence-Day.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-peace
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-peace
https://youtu.be/ttgOTeb01F4?si=tE3n-TXtshlR4OTW
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Vl-Sec4U2vELxi5FF4Wi8dFYWnrBmZi9B6r55uzA3Us/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Vl-Sec4U2vELxi5FF4Wi8dFYWnrBmZi9B6r55uzA3Us/edit?usp=sharing
https://singandspeak4kids.com/international-day-of-sign-languages-september-23-teaching-simple-signs-in-the-classroom/
https://singandspeak4kids.com/international-day-of-sign-languages-september-23-teaching-simple-signs-in-the-classroom/
https://glaad.org/tag/bi-visibility-day/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=16386509738&gbraid=0AAAAAD7GZscsAacKHyoUbihlDU5aP0xty&gclid=CjwKCAjwup3HBhAAEiwA7euZuuLpkbkM-_V84ADDgjabi-g3RiEk62-osM5WUA8KN8Yi-FNHkqa0gBoCrbUQAvD_BwE
https://glaad.org/tag/bi-visibility-day/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=16386509738&gbraid=0AAAAAD7GZscsAacKHyoUbihlDU5aP0xty&gclid=CjwKCAjwup3HBhAAEiwA7euZuuLpkbkM-_V84ADDgjabi-g3RiEk62-osM5WUA8KN8Yi-FNHkqa0gBoCrbUQAvD_BwE
https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-food-waste-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-food-waste-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-food-waste-day

OCTOBER

@®Learning Resource

Celebration (JS)

1 2@ 3 4
Naotional Filipino American Yom Kippur
History Month
Breast Cancer Awareness Month
October 1. International Day of
Older Persons ) 6 7 8 9 100 N
October 2- International Day of | World Teachers' Hanguel Day
Non-Violence Day World Mental
(October 5- World Teachers’' Day Health Day
October 11: National Coming Out
Day
(October 17 International Day for 1 13 14 15 16 7e 8
the Eradication of Poverty Indigenous Diwali UN DAY
October 20th- Diwali Peoples' Day_ Celebration  [CELEBRATION
Event Type 19 20 21 22 23 25
e O UNIS Celebration
° Cultural Observance
(with resources)
y Community Event 26 27 28 29 30 31 ®
(UNIS Clubs) Halloween Dio de los
International Muertos



https://www.almanac.com/indigenous-peoples-day
https://www.almanac.com/indigenous-peoples-day
https://www.almanac.com/indigenous-peoples-day
https://www.almanac.com/indigenous-peoples-day
https://www.almanac.com/indigenous-peoples-day
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VtMwjW6Gzqs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VtMwjW6Gzqs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VtMwjW6Gzqs
https://educator.jewishedproject.org/content/yom-kippur-resource-collection
https://www.90daykorean.com/hangeul-day/
https://www.worthit.org.uk/blog/mental-health-day-ideas
https://www.worthit.org.uk/blog/mental-health-day-ideas
https://www.worthit.org.uk/blog/mental-health-day-ideas
https://www.twinkl.com/blog/dia-de-los-muertos-activities-for-kids
https://www.twinkl.com/blog/dia-de-los-muertos-activities-for-kids
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/10-ways-to-celebrate-filipino-american-history-month/4wXB6NUFZ2t0cQ?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/10-ways-to-celebrate-filipino-american-history-month/4wXB6NUFZ2t0cQ?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/10-ways-to-celebrate-filipino-american-history-month/4wXB6NUFZ2t0cQ?hl=en
https://www.nationalbreastcancer.org/breast-cancer-awareness-month/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/older-persons-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/older-persons-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/older-persons-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/non-violence-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/non-violence-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/non-violence-day
https://glaad.org/tag/national-coming-out-day/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=16386509738&gbraid=0AAAAAD7GZscsAacKHyoUbihlDU5aP0xty&gclid=CjwKCAjwup3HBhAAEiwA7euZurul-MvPNmgpzxl6XUXckmPVO-2TXy8F-9yXrxA0wdxkOSQc7RG8_xoC3D4QAvD_BwE
https://glaad.org/tag/national-coming-out-day/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=16386509738&gbraid=0AAAAAD7GZscsAacKHyoUbihlDU5aP0xty&gclid=CjwKCAjwup3HBhAAEiwA7euZurul-MvPNmgpzxl6XUXckmPVO-2TXy8F-9yXrxA0wdxkOSQc7RG8_xoC3D4QAvD_BwE
https://glaad.org/tag/national-coming-out-day/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=16386509738&gbraid=0AAAAAD7GZscsAacKHyoUbihlDU5aP0xty&gclid=CjwKCAjwup3HBhAAEiwA7euZurul-MvPNmgpzxl6XUXckmPVO-2TXy8F-9yXrxA0wdxkOSQc7RG8_xoC3D4QAvD_BwE
https://glaad.org/tag/national-coming-out-day/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=16386509738&gbraid=0AAAAAD7GZscsAacKHyoUbihlDU5aP0xty&gclid=CjwKCAjwup3HBhAAEiwA7euZurul-MvPNmgpzxl6XUXckmPVO-2TXy8F-9yXrxA0wdxkOSQc7RG8_xoC3D4QAvD_BwE
https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-for-eradicating-poverty
https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-for-eradicating-poverty
https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-for-eradicating-poverty
https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-for-eradicating-poverty
https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-for-eradicating-poverty

NOVEMBER 2025

Theme- Giving Thanks, Giving Back

Important Dates Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Native American 1
Heritage Month

2 3 4 S 6 7 8
Military Family Month
National Adoption
Month Pancreatic
Cancer Awareness 7 3/3 9 U - 12 12 % 18
Month or eterans Day
Science
Transgender Day for
Awareness Week (13-19) Peace
Event Type 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
International Universal
o UNIS Day for Children's Day
Celebration Tolerance
o Cultural
Observance (with 23 24 25 26 27 28 9
resCources) " International Thanksgiving
. ommunity Day for the [ 4
Event (UNIS Elimination of
Clubs) ' Violence
Learning Against
® Resource Women

30



https://www.unesco.org/en/days/tolerance
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/tolerance
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/tolerance
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-science-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-science-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-science-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-science-day
https://www.almanac.com/veterans-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/ending-violence-against-women-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/ending-violence-against-women-day
https://www.coe.int/en/web/gender-matters/activities
https://www.un.org/en/observances/ending-violence-against-women-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/ending-violence-against-women-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/ending-violence-against-women-day
https://www.bia.gov/NNAHM
https://www.bia.gov/NNAHM
https://adoptionnetwork.com/community-events/national-adoption-month/
https://adoptionnetwork.com/community-events/national-adoption-month/
https://pancan.org/ways-to-give/
https://pancan.org/ways-to-give/
https://pancan.org/ways-to-give/
https://glaad.org/transweek/
https://glaad.org/transweek/

DECEMBER 2025

%0 £ LTI

Theme- Light and Reflection

Universal Human Rights 1 2 3 4 5 6
Month International
December 1- World AIDS Day of
Dav e Pgrsons
December 2- International \E\)”i_g:)bilities
Day for the Abolition of _—
Slavery
,[\DAgcemk:el*D18- International 7 8 9 10 1 12 13
Migrants Day Human Rights
Day
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
__First Day of
Hanukkah
Event Type 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Christmas First day of
. UNIS Celebration Kwanzaa
Cultural
e Observance (with
resources) = = . 31
o Community Event
(UNIS Clubs)
e ( Learning Resource



https://worldaidsday.org/join-in/
https://worldaidsday.org/join-in/
https://worldaidsday.org/join-in/
https://worldaidsday.org/join-in/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/slavery-abolition-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/slavery-abolition-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/slavery-abolition-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/slavery-abolition-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/migrants-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/migrants-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/migrants-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-of-persons-with-disabilities
https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-of-persons-with-disabilities
https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-of-persons-with-disabilities
https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-of-persons-with-disabilities
https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-of-persons-with-disabilities
https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-of-persons-with-disabilities
https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-of-persons-with-disabilities
https://www.un.org/en/observances/human-rights-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/human-rights-day
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/celebrations/article/kwanzaa
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/celebrations/article/kwanzaa
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/celebrations/article/kwanzaa
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/celebrations/article/kwanzaa
https://www.chabad.org/holidays/chanukah/article_cdo/aid/102911/jewish/What-Is-Hanukkah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/holidays/chanukah/article_cdo/aid/102911/jewish/What-Is-Hanukkah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/holidays/chanukah/article_cdo/aid/102911/jewish/What-Is-Hanukkah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/holidays/chanukah/article_cdo/aid/102911/jewish/What-Is-Hanukkah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/holidays/chanukah/article_cdo/aid/102911/jewish/What-Is-Hanukkah.htm

JANUARY 2026

Theme- New Year, Shared Vision

Important Dates Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
New Year's
Day
January 19- World Religion Day
January 24- International Day | 4 @ 5 6 7 8
Sggsgrcyoilgr}nternotionol aternational
- Braille Day
Customs Day =ate oy
n 12 13 14 15
Korean
American Day
Event Type 18 190 20 21 22
MLK Da
e 0 UNIS Celebration
. Cultural
Observance (with 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
resources) . International
° Community Event TR
(UNIS Clubs) Remembrance

e (lLearning Resource

Day



https://www.un.org/en/observances/education-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/education-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/education-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/education-day
https://www.loc.gov/nls/services-and-resources/braille-education/fun-with-braille-activity-sheet/
https://www.loc.gov/nls/services-and-resources/braille-education/fun-with-braille-activity-sheet/
https://www.loc.gov/nls/services-and-resources/braille-education/fun-with-braille-activity-sheet/
https://www.civilrightsteaching.org/resource/mlk-radical-vision
https://www.pbs.org/video/short-history-korean-american-immigration-h9xpiz/
https://www.pbs.org/video/short-history-korean-american-immigration-h9xpiz/
https://www.pbs.org/video/short-history-korean-american-immigration-h9xpiz/
https://www.ushmm.org/teach/teaching-materials/primary-sources-collections/virtual-field-trip
https://www.ushmm.org/teach/teaching-materials/primary-sources-collections/virtual-field-trip
https://www.ushmm.org/teach/teaching-materials/primary-sources-collections/virtual-field-trip
https://www.ushmm.org/teach/teaching-materials/primary-sources-collections/virtual-field-trip

FEBRUARY

2026  Theme- Voices of Change

Black History Month 1 2 3 4 5 6
National Girls Lunar New
National Freedom aond Women In Year
Day Sports Day
February 4- World Cancer
Day Start of Black
February 18- Ash History Month
Wednesday
February 17- Random 8 9 10 n 12 13 14
Acts of Kindness Day International
Day of Women
and Girls in
Science
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Ramadan World Day International
Starts of Mother
Social Language
Justice Day
Event Type 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
African
° UNIS Celebration Americon
A Cultural . Scientist and
Observance (with Inventor Day
resources)
. Community Event
(UNIS Clubs)
Learning Resource



https://www.fdrlibrary.org/documents/356632/390886/Four+Freedoms+Classroom+Activities.pdf/84c2a861-dfb1-4368-b209-92dd97f71237
https://www.fdrlibrary.org/documents/356632/390886/Four+Freedoms+Classroom+Activities.pdf/84c2a861-dfb1-4368-b209-92dd97f71237
https://www.fdrlibrary.org/documents/356632/390886/Four+Freedoms+Classroom+Activities.pdf/84c2a861-dfb1-4368-b209-92dd97f71237
https://www.amle.org/5-tips-for-supporting-muslim-students-during-ramadan/
https://www.amle.org/5-tips-for-supporting-muslim-students-during-ramadan/
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/blog/black-history-month-scientists
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/blog/black-history-month-scientists
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/blog/black-history-month-scientists
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/blog/black-history-month-scientists
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b0Ezn5pZE7o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b0Ezn5pZE7o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b0Ezn5pZE7o
https://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/calendar-activities/chinese-year-starts-today
https://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/calendar-activities/chinese-year-starts-today

MARCH 2026

Theme- Equity in Action

1@ 2 30 4 5 6 7
Women's History Month
First Day of Holi
Irish- American Heritage Women's History
Month Month
Greek-American Heritage 8 9 10 1 12 13 14
Month International
March 15- International Women's Day
Day to Combat
Islomophobia
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Eid ALFitr
Event Type 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
@ UNIS Celebration
Cultural
Observance (with
resources) ._
° Community Event 29 30 31O
(UNIS Clubs)
® (@Learning Resource Transgender
Day of

Visibility



https://www.internationalwomensday.com/
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/
https://www.weareteachers.com/womens-history-month-activities/
https://www.weareteachers.com/womens-history-month-activities/
https://www.weareteachers.com/womens-history-month-activities/
https://www.weareteachers.com/womens-history-month-activities/
https://www.weareteachers.com/womens-history-month-activities/
https://internationalschoolguwahati.com/creative-holi-activities-for-school-students/
https://dosomething.org/article/celebrate-trans-day-of-visibility
https://dosomething.org/article/celebrate-trans-day-of-visibility
https://dosomething.org/article/celebrate-trans-day-of-visibility
https://dosomething.org/article/celebrate-trans-day-of-visibility
https://dosomething.org/article/celebrate-trans-day-of-visibility

\

APR' L 2026 Theme- Planet, Peace, and Possibility

i\
V’\‘;
B Z’/

N
\\
Y Arob-American Heritage Month

.
; 20 3@
World Autism
Awareness Passover

Doy

5

,.3 National Volunteer Month

@ Poetry Month 5 6 7
International World Health

Easter Sunday Day of Sport Day
National Volunteer Month for Development

April 21- World Creativity and
Innovation Day

April 30- International Jozz Day

220

Earth Day

@ UNIS Celebration
Cultural Observance

(with resources)
Community Event

(UNIS Clubs)

@ Learning Resource



https://poets.org/national-poetry-month
https://www.charlottecountryday.org/news-events/news-details-page/~board/deib-every-day/post/passover-sunday-holy-thursday-good-friday-easter-sunday-information
https://www.un.org/en/observances/sport-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/sport-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/sport-day
https://www.earthday.org/earth-hub/?_gl=1*1aqwouv*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTM2NTY1NjEzNi4xNzYwMTAzODU2*_ga_QENXCBT7TN*czE3NjAxMDM4NTUkbzEkZzEkdDE3NjAxMDM4ODMkajMyJGwwJGgw*_ga_06X3TZD9X9*czE3NjAxMDM4NTUkbzEkZzEkdDE3NjAxMDM4ODMkajMyJGwwJGgw#toolkits
https://magrid.education/autism-awareness-activities/
https://magrid.education/autism-awareness-activities/
https://magrid.education/autism-awareness-activities/
https://magrid.education/autism-awareness-activities/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zn22382#zsy6cxs

P MAY 2026 Theme-Community in Bloom

ImportantDates

Community
Event (UNIS Clubs)

@Learning
Resource

(US Recognition)

Eid ALAdha

Sun Mon Tue Wed Fri
® Asion & Pacific ! 2
. R International
American Heritage Workers Day
Month
® Jewish American 3 World 4 5 6 7 8 9
Heritage Month Press Cinco de Mayo )
Freedom Day Native
May 5- National Teacher American
Appreciation Day Dy
May é- National Nurses 10 n 12 13 14 15 16
Day Mother’s Day International
Day of
Faomilies
May 12- International
Women in Math
Event T 17 18 19 20 21 - 23
vent Type World Dav for International
Worldbay tor Da
y for
e O UNIS g%ot_; Biological
Celebration Diversity
@® Cultural 29
Observance (with 24 25 26 27 28 International | 30
resources) Memorial Day Day of UN

PeoceReepers



https://www.un.org/en/observances/press-freedom-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/press-freedom-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/press-freedom-day
https://www.teachingchannel.com/k12-hub/blog/cinco-de-mayo-changing-the-narrative/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/cultural-diversity-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/cultural-diversity-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/cultural-diversity-day
https://irle.ucla.edu/2025/04/28/may-day-history-significance/
https://irle.ucla.edu/2025/04/28/may-day-history-significance/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/peacekeepers-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/peacekeepers-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/peacekeepers-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-of-families
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-of-families
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-of-families
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nWvhq-2Gfm8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nWvhq-2Gfm8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nWvhq-2Gfm8
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/malcolm-x-legacy-black-identity-and-empowerment
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZyqUh2UHOHCT8WPZbxKr3KR-j7C49AiX3jvdMxM72dg/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZyqUh2UHOHCT8WPZbxKr3KR-j7C49AiX3jvdMxM72dg/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZyqUh2UHOHCT8WPZbxKr3KR-j7C49AiX3jvdMxM72dg/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZyqUh2UHOHCT8WPZbxKr3KR-j7C49AiX3jvdMxM72dg/edit?tab=t.0
https://jewishamericanheritage.org/educator-resources/
https://jewishamericanheritage.org/educator-resources/
https://jewishamericanheritage.org/educator-resources/
https://nationaltoday.com/eid-al-adha/

JUNE2026 Theme- Unity in Diversity y N
Important Dates Sun Mon Tue
Pride Month 1@ 2
First Day of

Caribbean-American
Heritage Month

June 16- Islamic New Year

June 23- International

Women in Engineering Day

7 8 9
World Oceans
Day
14 15 16
L\ orld
Juneateent fugee
Freedom Da Day
Event Type 21 22 23
) Father's Day
o UNIS Celebration
Cultural
Observance (with
resources) 28 29 30
° Community Event
(UNIS Clubs)

® (@Llearning Resource



https://www.borntoengineer.com/historic-female-engineers-shaping-our-world-international-womens-day
https://www.borntoengineer.com/historic-female-engineers-shaping-our-world-international-womens-day
https://www.weareteachers.com/teaching-juneteenth/
https://www.weareteachers.com/teaching-juneteenth/
https://www.weareteachers.com/teaching-juneteenth/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/22/learning/lesson-of-the-day-feathers-and-female-power-the-costumes-of-carnival.html?searchResultPosition=5
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/22/learning/lesson-of-the-day-feathers-and-female-power-the-costumes-of-carnival.html?searchResultPosition=5
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/22/learning/lesson-of-the-day-feathers-and-female-power-the-costumes-of-carnival.html?searchResultPosition=5

