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Our mission is to help educational leaders gather, 
organize, and use data to make strategic decisions. 

• Founded in 2002 to provide independent research
• Conducted over 3 million staff, parent, and student, 

and community surveys for school improvement
• Helped more than 1,300 school districts navigate the 

strategic planning and referendum planning process



• November 26, 2025 survey deadline

• 7,379 respondents (5,592 in 2022)

• 17% response rate

• +/- 1.16% statistical margin of error

Survey Information



In which municipality do you live?



Respondent Information
● Staff residents = 738
● Parent residents = 2,025
● Non-parent/non-staff residents = 3,903



Financial Challenges



Financial Challenges
To help balance the budget, AASD has made substantial cuts in 
recent years, including closing a school, reducing 
building/department budgets, cutting/consolidating staff positions, 
and changing employee benefits. Even with these efforts, AASD 
has a $13 million budget shortfall this year. 

This problem is not unique to AASD: 87% of Wisconsin school 
districts have asked voters to approve an operational 
referendum. This type of referendum is different than the 
capital/building referendum voters passed in 2022. Those 
construction funds cannot be used to pay for daily operations.

*Districts are closing schools, cutting staff, and/or going to a 
referendum



Would you support AASD pursuing an operational 
referendum to help address the budget shortfall?



Operational Funding Options
Option 1: An $11 million referendum would increase funding by $791 per student but 
would not balance next year’s budget. It would also require: 

• Cutting another $2 million from the budget.  
• Reducing programs/services and increasing class sizes.

This would increase taxes by an estimated $7 per $100,000 of property value for the 
next 4 years.

Option 2: A $13 million referendum would increase funding by $935 per student 
and: 

• Address the current budget deficit but would not balance the budget in 3 to 4 
years.

• Maintain most programs and services.

This would increase taxes by an estimated $22 per $100,000 of property value for 
the next 4 years.



Operational Funding Options
Option 3: A $15 million referendum would increase funding by $1,079 per student and: 

• Address the projected budget deficits for the next 4 years.
• Maintain all current programs and services.
• Increase supports for students with mental health challenges and those living in 

poverty.

This would increase taxes by an estimated $37 per $100,000 of property value for the 
next 4 years.

Option 4: A $17 million referendum would increase funding by $1,223 per student and: 

• Pay for everything in option 3.
• Expand programs and services to better prepare students for life and careers.
• Improve teacher to student ratios.

This would increase taxes by an estimated $52 per $100,000 of property value for the 
next 4 years.



Operational Funding Options



Which referendum amount would 
you support?



Additional Analysis: Operational 
Referendum Support



Cost-Cutting Options



On a scale of 0 – 10, how likely would you be to 
recommend the District to a friend or family 
member?

AASD Score: 7.06

Comparison Score: 6.82



Questions?



What was the 2025 AASD tax levy 
increase?

● AASD - 7.9%

● Private Schools - 12.1%

● Combined - 8.3%



Three major factors in higher 
property taxes:
1. State aid is frozen for two years

2. Private school voucher increases

3. Residential property assessments



What tax amount does the AASD 
control?

                   $82,171,571

- $48,494,853 State revenue limit
-    $9,303,208 Private school vouchers

-   $2,460,000 Capital projects
- $18,574,510 Debt
-   $3,339,000 Community Services



2025 Property Tax Bills

AASD tax amount

$6.09 per $1,000 property



Questions?


