Ottawa Hills Junior/Senior High School

Updated Cell Phone and Electronic Communication
Device Policy (as of 1/5/2026)

Ottawa Hills Junior/Senior High School (Grades 7-12)

To support school environments in which students can fully engage with their classmates,
teachers, and instruction, students are prohibited from using cell phones and other electronic
communication devices during school hours. The objective of this policy is to strengthen Ottawa
Hills Junior/Senior High School’s focus on learning, in alignment with our mission to inspire each
student to realize his or her unique potential; to embrace learning as a lifelong process; to
become an active, responsible citizen; to cultivate a strong foundation of knowledge; and to
foster a sense of community within our schools.

|. Research

Research shows that students' use of cell phones in schools has adverse effects on student
performance and mental health. Cell phones distract students from classroom instruction,
resulting in smaller learning gains and lower test scores. Increased cell phone use is linked to
higher levels of depression, anxiety, and other mental health disorders in youth. This policy is
designed to mitigate these negative impacts within our learning environment.

[l. Use of Cell Phones

This policy applies to the use of cell phones and other personal electronic communication
devices by students while on school property during the instructional day, defined as the period
from the first bell to the final bell. This prohibition includes, but is not limited to, all class time,
study halls, passing periods, and all exterior areas of the campus, including field trips. The
instructional day shall include early bird, lunch labs, and time when students are utilizing the
Language Lab and Testing Center. Due to our open lunch policy, cell phones will be
permitted on campus from 11:10 a.m. to 12:05 p.m. However, we encourage students to use
the lunch period to socialize with their classmates and friends, and to minimize time spent on
personal electronic devices and school-issued laptops. Students should power down personal
communication devices upon entering the building for morning or afternoon classes, or upon
hearing the warning bell (12:00) if a student is on campus during the lunch period.

[Il. Exceptions

Nothing in this policy prohibits a student from using a cell phone for a purpose documented in
the student’s individualized education program developed under Chapter 3323 of the Ohio



Revised Code, a plan developed under section 504 of the "Rehabilitation Act of 1973," 29
U.S.C. 794, or as permitted under the building's comprehensive emergency management plan
adopted under section 5502.262 of the Revised Code.

Additionally, a student may use a cell phone or other electronic communication device for the
following purposes:

e To monitor or address a health concern, if the school board receives a written statement
from the student's physician requiring such use.

e For special instructional projects, provided the requesting teacher receives prior written
approval from the building principal for the duration of the project.

IV. Cell Phone Storage

Students who elect to bring cell phones or other personal electronic communication devices to
school must power off and store phones in a secure, inaccessible, and discreet location, such
as a student locker, closed backpack, or purse at all times during the instructional day. Students
should not have phones on their person (pants or coat pocket).

V. Discipline

If a student violates this policy, a teacher or administrator shall take the following progressive
disciplinary measures:

e First Violation: The teacher shall immediately collect the cell phone, submit it to the
Assistant Principal’s office, and submit an office referral. The student may pick up the
device from the office at the end of the instructional day. The student will be assigned a
60-minute after-school detention on a day designated by the Assistant Principal.

e Second Violation: The student’s cell phone is placed in the school’s office for pickup only
by the student’s parent or guardian. The student’s parent or guardian will be contacted
to discuss the student’s cell phone use. The student will also be assigned two (2)
one-hour after-school detentions.

e Third Violation: The student’s parent or guardian will be contacted to discuss the
student’s cell phone use. The student will also be assigned a half-day of Saturday
School.

e Fourth and Subsequent Violations: The student will be subject to a full day of Saturday
School and will be required to store their phone in the main office during the school day.
Repeated, deliberate violations will result in further disciplinary action as determined by
the administration.

This policy is in accordance with the Ohio Revised Code (ORC) Section 3313.753., effective
January 1, 2026, which provides the legal framework for school policies.
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