
 ATHENS CITY SCHOOLS  
REGULAR MEETING – 6:30 P.M. 
DISTRICT OFFICE, CHAUNCEY  

DECEMBER 18, 2025 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 

Board President Dr. Sean Parsons calls the December 2025 regular board meeting to order at 6:30 
p.m. with the following members present. 

 
Sean Parsons  
Rusty Rittenhouse  
Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden  
Charity Wilhelm 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - MOMENT OF SILENCE  

2026-038     ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
The Athens City School District Board of Education adopts the agenda for the regular meeting of 
December 18, 2025, as presented and amended. 

Motion by:  

Second by: 

Discussion:  
Sean Parsons  
Dave Hayden 
Paul Grippa 
Rusty Rittenhouse  
Charity Wilhelm 

 
2026-039     APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the minutes of the Regular Monthly Board 
Meeting held on November 20, 2025. 

Motion by:  

Second by: 

Discussion: 

Sean Parsons  

Dave Hayden  

Paul Grippa 

Rusty Rittenhouse  

Charity Wilhelm 



 ATHENS CITY SCHOOLS  
REGULAR MEETING – 6:30 P.M. 
DISTRICT OFFICE, CHAUNCEY  

DECEMBER 18, 2025 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

“Upon request to the Superintendent, the District shall make reasonable accommodation for a disabled 
person to be able to participate in this activity.” “No more than a total of thirty (30) minutes for public 
participation is permitted at each regular board meeting. Individuals are welcome to speak provided they 
identify themselves by name and address, give the topic to be discussed and limit their presentations to 
three (3) minutes each.” 
 

A. Athens Education Association 
B. AFSCME Local 

PRESENTATION / BOARD DISCUSSION 
 

• Recognition of Dr. Sean Parson’s service to Athens City School District. 

• Organizational meeting will be January 8, 2026 at 6PM at the Athens City School District board office. 

 
BOARD OF EDUCATION REPORTS 

 
2026-040     TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the Treasurer’s Report for December 2025 
as submitted. The report contains the Bank Reconciliation, Fund Report, Monthly Financial Report, 
Monthly Check Summary Report, Cafeteria Report, and Investment Report. 

Motion by: 
Second by: 

Discussion: 

Sean Parsons  

Rusty Rittenhouse  

Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden  
Charity Wilhelm 

 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  

2026-041     PERSONNEL 

A. RESIGNATIONS/RETIREMENT—The Athens City School District Board of Education accepts the 
resignation of the following individuals: 

Resignations: 
 

• Opal Riley from her 2-hour cashier position at Athens Middle School effective November 25, 2025.  
 
             Retirements: 

• Nothing to report at this time.



 ATHENS CITY SCHOOLS  
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2026-041     PERSONNEL (continued) 

B. EMPLOYMENT/CONTRACT RECOMMENDATIONS (pending successful verification of certification, 
college transcripts and experience, completion of criminal records check and other state and local 
requirements for the positions) 
 

1. Administrative Contract – The Athens City School District Board of Education issues an administrative 
contract to the following individuals as listed for the number of years listed. 
 

• Nothing to report. 

2. Limited Contracts - The Athens City School District Board of Education issues a one (1) year limited 
contract to the following individual(s) for the 2025-2026 school year: 

 

• Nothing to report. 

3. Extended School Year (ESY) Contracts for the 2025-2026 school year to provide services to identified 
students as preapproved by the Director of Special Services not to exceed 100 hours at their hourly 
rate. The following teachers are limited to the number of minutes outlined on the IEPs they are 
connected to: 

 
4. Supplemental Contracts: Issue supplemental contract(s) based on the salary schedule in effect July 1, 

2025 for the position(s) listed for the 2025-2026 to the following individual(s): 

Certified 

• Adam Gonzy – Indoor Track Volunteer 

• Breanna Issa – Indoor Track Volunteer 

• Tammy Hawk – Resident Educator Program Coordinator 

• Theresa House – Clubs & Special Programs  

• Irene Kidd – Athens High School Building Leadership Team 

• Kimberly Shuster – FCCLA Club 

• Dana Morehead – Varsity Boys Tennis Coach (correction) 

Non-Certified 

• Sebastian Grippa – Athens High School Wrestling Volunteer (pending PAP Application) 

• Cheryl Hanzel – Indoor Track Volunteer 

• Cameron Christopher – Middle School Assistant Cross Country Coach 

• D’Andre Martin – Assistant High School Football Coach (correction) 
 

5. Substitute Teacher/Home Instructor for 2025-2026 School Year: The Athens City School District Board 
of Education issues a substitute teacher contract at the Board approved rate of pay on an as needed 
basis up to 100 hours to the following: 
 
Substitute Teachers 

• Evan Binkley (pending licensure approval by ODE) 
• Fallon Murray 
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2026-041     PERSONNEL (continued) 

6. Classified Personnel – The Athens City School District Board of Education in accordance with Article 
VII, Job Postings/Transfer/Assignment and Bidding Procedure approves the following position as listed 
and detailed below (pending successful verification of certification, highly qualified status for 
paraprofessional positions, completion of criminal records check and other state and local requirements 
for these positions): 

Food Services 

• Heather Russell has accepted a Server position at The Plains Intermediate effective December 8, 
2025. 

Transportation 

7. Substitute Classified Personnel—The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the 
employment of the following personnel for the 2025-2026 school year on an as needed basis at the 
Board approved rate of pay for the position they are subbing in. 

Custodial 

• Justice Jenkins 
 
Paraprofessional 
 
Food Services 

 

8. Volunteers – The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the following individuals     
as volunteers for the 2025-2026 school year. 

• Christi Wright 

 
Motion by:  

Second by: 

Discussion:  

Sean Parsons 

Rusty Rittenhouse 
Paul Grippa  
Dave Hayden  
Charity Wilhelm 
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2026-042     BOARD OF EDUCATION APPROVALS 
 

1. APPROVE THE RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE OHIO SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION 
 
The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the renewal of the district’s membership 
with the Ohio School Boards Association (OSBA) and renewal for continued service from the Legal 
Assistance Fund from January 2026 through December 2026 for the cost of $10,502. 

 
2. RECOGNIZE AND APPROVE ATHENS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TO COMPETE IN INDOOR 

TRACK EVENTS AS A “SPONSORED” PROGRAM 
 

The Athens City School District Board of Education recognizes and approves for students from Athens 
High School to compete in Indoor Track Events under the umbrella of the Athens City School District 
and Athens High School and recognizes Indoor Track as a “sponsored” program. Indoor /track is not a 
recognized OHSAA athletic program, and this program receives no direct funding or financial support 
from the Athens City School District. 
 

3. APPROVAL OF PAPER TESTING FOR 3RD GRADE READING 
 
The Athens City School District opts to participate in paper testing for the third grade reading test for 
the 2026-2027 school year. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF OVERNIGHT TRIPS 
The Athens City School District Board of Education approve the following overnight trips: 

 
• Athens High School Cheer Team to Orlando on March 7-15 to compete in the International 

Championships. 
• AHS Swim Team to Canton on January 16-17, 2026, to compete in the Northeast Classic. 
• AHS Swim Team to Canton on February 24-28, 2026, to compete in the State Meet. 
• AHS Wrestling Team to Columbus on March 12-15, 2026, to compete in the State Championships. 

 
5. APPROVAL OF DONATION OF COMIC BOOKS 

 
The Athens City School District accepts the donation of comic books from Mr. Rusty Rittenhouse to be 
given to students to encourage reading. 
 

Motion by: 

Second by: 

Discussion: 

Sean Parsons  

Rusty Rittenhouse  

Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden  
Charity Wilhelm 
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2026-043     RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SOPEC TO DETERMINE LOCATION FOR EV 

CHARGING STATIONS 

 
WHEREAS, the Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council (DBA Sustainable Ohio Public Energy Council) 
(“SOPEC”) exists to serve its members; and  
 
WHEREAS, on June 13, 2023, SOPEC applied for a grant from the United States Department of 
Transportation Charging and Fueling Infrastructure Discretionary Grant Program (CFI Program), which 
funds projects to strategically deploy publicly accessible electric vehicle charging and alternative fueling 
infrastructure in urban and rural areas and along designated Alternative Fuel Corridors (AFCs); and  
 
WHEREAS, SOPEC submitted applications to both the Community Program and the Corridor Program 
to support EV infrastructure development in Southeast and Southwest Ohio; and  
 
WHEREAS, SOPEC was awarded funding pursuant to the Responsive Interregional Deployment of 
Electrification Solutions (RIDES) grant, Award Numbers 693JJ32440379 and 693JJ32540091, for the 
deployment of Electric Vehicle (EV) chargers in urban and rural community areas, as well as along 
designated AFCs, to support the development and usage of sustainable methods of transportation; and  

 
WHEREAS, SOPEC has identified the real property located at Morrison-Gordon Elementary School, 
793 W. Union Street, and East Elementary, 3 Wallace Drive, in the city of Athens, Ohio as a potential 
locations for the deployment and operation of an EV charger or chargers pursuant to the terms of the 
RIDES grant and any other agreements as between the Athens City School District and SOPEC for the 
operation and maintenance of the charger(s); and  
 
WHEREAS, the Athens City School District Board of Education wishes to authorize the acceptance of 
the EV charger or chargers for installation and operation at said location; and  
 
WHEREAS, in the event the proposed Site identified is rejected or otherwise deemed unsuitable for the 
installation of the EV charger or chargers, the Athens City School District Board of Education hereby 
grants authorization to identify and assess up to three (3) mutually agreed upon alternate locations to 
serve as the Site for the deployment and operation of the EV charger or chargers provided the Site(s) 
satisfy the project requirements, terms of the RIDES grant, and any other agreements as between the 
Athens City School District and SOPEC for the operation and maintenance of the EV charger(s).  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ATHENS CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF 
EDUCATION THAT:  
 

1. The Athens City School District Board of Education hereby authorizes the real property located at 

Morrison-Gordon Elementary School, 793 W. Union Street, and East Elementary, 3 Wallace Drive, in 

the city of Athens, Ohio as an appropriate and acceptable location for the installation and deployment of 

an EV charger or chargers pursuant to the RIDES grant program and any other agreement as between 

SOPEC and Athens City School District for the operation and maintenance of said charger(s). 
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2026-043     RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SOPEC TO DETERMINE LOCATION FOR EV 
CHARGING STATIONS (continued) 

 

2. In the event the real property located at Morrison-Gordon Elementary School, 793 W. Union Street, and 

East Elementary, 3 Wallace Drive, in the city of Athens, Ohio is rejected or otherwise deemed 

unsuitable for the installation of the EV charger or chargers planned or designated for the Site, The 

Athens City School District Board of Education hereby grants authorization for the identification and 

assessment of up to three (3) mutually agreed upon alternate locations to serve as the Site for the 

deployment and operation of the EV charger or chargers provided the Site(s) satisfy the project 

requirements, terms of the RIDES grant, and any other agreements as between the Athens City School 

District and SOPEC for the operation and maintenance of the EV charger(s). 

Motion by: 

Second by: 

Discussion: 

Sean Parsons  

Rusty Rittenhouse  

Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden  
Charity Wilhelm 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Board President declared the Athens City School District Board of Education Regular Meeting of 
December 18, 2025 adjourned at  p.m. 
 

 

Sean Parsons, Board President Jared M. Bunting, Treasurer/CFO  

(No addendum after the Board Authorized Signatures is a valid account of the meeting) 

The Athens City School District Organizational Meeting will be on January 8th, 2026, at 6PM at the 
Athens City School District Board of Education Offices. 

 


